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Gal' Warnings 

By Sue Service 

I hope you are all having as great a 

sailing summer as I’ve been. I know 

WSA has been busy with day sails,  

a race clinic and some cruises; with 

any luck you’ve been able to hop 

aboard for one or more activity—it’s 

certainly a fun way to beat the heat. 

In addition to our on-the-water 

activities, I hope you were able to 

attend our summer party—it was a 

blast! Delicious food (thanks to 

everyone for bringing great dishes), 

terrific raffle prizes, a fashion show 

and a most entertaining Gutter 

Regatta. Many thanks to Diane 

Larson for heading up the food detail, 

Denise George (who rejoined WSA!) 

for the fashion show (check out 

www.redpennantusa.com) and Kim 

Stuart for officiating the Gutter 

Regatta. 

Racing rules guru and local legend ☺☺☺☺ Art Engel 
will speak at our August meeting—bring any on-the-

water incidents you’d like to discuss (I know I have a 

few) and hopefully Art can clarify them for you. 

Invite your non-WSA racing buddies to attend our 

meeting as well. This will get you all rules-savvy just 

in time for the WOW/WAH Regatta on September 

20–21. 

Another date to mark on your calendars for 

August is the San Pedro Tall Ships Grand Parade.         

The parade is on Friday, August 15, 

and the ships will be in San Pedro that 

entire weekend. Jan Wagner of the 

Sea Education Association (many of 

you heard her speak at our June 

meeting) invited WSA members on a 

first-come, first-serve basis to sail in 

the parade aboard their vessel Robert 

C Seamans. Eighteen of us will be on 

board the Seamans and will be escorting in the USGC 

training ship, Eagle—I can’t wait! Check out 

www.lafestivalofsail.info for more information. 

Looking ahead—it’s getting to be the time of year 

when we start to put together our slate of persons 

interested in serving on the WSA Board of Directors 

for 2009. As you all know, this is a volunteer club. 

Please consider donating some time in 2009 to help 

WSA run smoothly! I know our members have an 

incredible wealth of experience and talent they can 

share to really make the club great! 

Commodore’s Corner  

2007 Commodore Laura Guggenheimer, 2008 Commodore Sue Service 

and Vice Commodore Diane Larson share a moment at WSA’s Summer 

Party on July 8. Thanks to Laura G for all her contributions to WSA as she 

departs for her new home in the Bay Area. “If you’re going to San Francisco, 

be sure to wear some flowers in your hair...” WSA is gonna miss ya!   

August 12 Meeting: 

Art Engel,  Guru of the              

Racing Rules of Sailing 

6:30 p.m.  Social hour                       

7:30 p.m.  Business              

8:00 p.m.  Speaker 
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WSA Welcomes        
New Members… 

Dario Barmore, Mary Ellison, Larry Kolisnyk, Taffy 

and Ron Golden, Ivy Hall, Fred Rossmeissl, Denise 

George, Janet Wise, Barbara Barkley, Susan Stellman 

and Kristin Varra!  

August 12 Speaker Preview:  

Art Engel, Racing Rules of Sailing  

By Joan Chandler, Education Director 
Getting ready to do the WOW/WAH? Doing some 

evening dinghy racing or weekend regattas? Get a 

refresher on the RRS—Racing Rules of Sailing—

from local rules guru Art Engel! Art will address our 

group at our August 12 meeting at SMWYC and talk 

about what we all need to know from right-of-way 

rules to those tricky mark-rounding situations. Come 

prepared with some questions and real live examples. 

Prior to the meeting, it would be a good idea to review 

your rule book and visit Art’s web site at 

www.racingrules.org. Starboard! 

Then plan ahead for the September 9 meeting and 

come prepared to learn more about weather. Our 

speaker will be Kurt Holland who teaches marine 

weather at Orange Coast College’s School of Sailing.  

  

Donations Appreciated for        
WOW/WAH Regatta 

By Karen Kuchel, Treasurer 

The annual WOW/Women at the Helm regatta is 
upcoming the weekend of September 20 and 
21.  WSA is cosponsoring the event along with 
MVYC, PMYC and SBYRC.  
There will be a dinner after the races on Saturday 

and a reception for the awards ceremony on Sunday 
afternoon. Part of the fun is a two-day raffle. Prizes 
will be given at both events. If you have a product or 
service that you would like to promote in the sailing 
community, this would be a great venue.   
If you are interested in donating a product or 

service for this event, please contact Karen Kuchel at 
treasurer@wsasmb.org  
 

Friday Night Dining at SMWYC ☺☺☺☺ 

Just a reminder that your WSA membership gets you 
and your taste buds into the SMWYC for their 
mouthwatering dinners! Chef Conrad Tafoya 
cordially invites WSA members to their weekly 
Friday night dinners. The menu varies weekly and is 

always delightful! Plus you get to enjoy the yacht club 
ambiance, your favorite beverages and stunning 
marina views from the lounge.  
WSA members pay the same as SMWYC 

members, with the cost varying each week depending 
on the menu. Make your reservations today by e-mail 
at reservations@smwyc.org or call (310) 827-7692.  

LEMWOD Update 
By Sue Service, Commodore 

At the last WSA Board meeting we reviewed Gwen 
Abel’s application to lead a WSA team in the Linda 
Elias Memorial Women’s One Design (LEMWOD) 
regatta held October 18–19 at LBYC. The Board has 
accepted Gwen’s application! It is up to Gwen to 
decide who will be on her team, with the proviso that 
ALL crew members are WSA members at the time of 
the regatta.   
If you are interested in crewing for Gwen, please 

contact her with your interest and your sailing/racing 
resume. Her e-mail is gwen.abel@gmail.com and  
phone number is (310) 821-4093. 
Although we have accepted Gwen’s application, it 

is possible for other potential skippers to still apply. 
WSA’s application deadline is August 15. Should the 
WSA Board accept another skipper’s application, 
WSA will fund 1/2 of the regatta entry/charter fee for 
each team. 
 If you’ve never sailed the Catalina 37 before 

(these are the boats used in the regatta), the LBYC is 
sponsoring a sailing clinic on these boats. These are 
the same boats used in the Mayor’s Cup and in 
LEMWOD. This clinic is a terrific opportunity to 
learn more about Catalina 37s, and racing in general, 
from some really experienced coaches. Since WSA is 
sponsoring a team for LEMWOD, who knows, this 
clinic experience may help you “make the cut.” 
Below is more information on the clinic: 

Long Beach Yacht Club Sailing 101/201 Program 

September 20 

$50 LBYC members / $75 Guests 

• The day begins at noon on the long dock outside 
the LBYC with instruction on how to rig and sail 
the Catalina 37.  

• The major portion of the day is on-the-water 
experience practicing boat handling skills. Each 
participant will be rotated around the boat into 
different areas that involve the foredeck, cockpit, 
grinding/trimming, main sail trim, driving and 
spinnaker hoists, drops  and spin trim work. Each 
boat will have four coaches! 

• In the afternoon, two windward leeward races will 

(continued on page 3) 
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be held with the finish line at the LBYC.  

• A happy hour “debrief session” is scheduled with 
beer and wine.  

• It is a full day of great sailing instruction by 
seasoned sailors/racers that have competed in the 
Transpac, Pacific Cup, Congressional Cup, 
Mayors Cup, Ficker Cup and Mackinac race.  

For more info or to sign up for this clinic, contact the 
Long Beach Yacht Club directly. Reservations can 
be made at the LBYC front desk and prepayment is 
required. 

Long Beach Yacht Club  
6201 E Appian Way 
Long Beach, CA 90803 
(562) 598-9401 

Candid Moments from WSA’s 
Summer Party and Gutter Regatta 

Photos by That Newsletter Guy 

Wanna see even more photos? 
http://picasaweb.google.com/wsaannouncements/2008WSASummerParty 

Chefs Bill Gaskill and Mike Gitchell flip burgers and 

roast weenies without needing help from the Fire Dept. 

2008 WSA Gutter Regatta Winners!!!  
“Style Queen” Mary Ellison and team 
“Speed King” George Biddle and team 

Thanks to everyone who brought all the delectable 
main dishes, salads, beverages, desserts, etc.  

Kudos to the WSA Gutter Regatta Style Judge              
Laura Guggenheimer and PRO Kim Stuart! 

George Maronich gets down in the gutter to lead George 
Biddle’s team to victory in the WSA Gutter Regatta  
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WSA Day Sails  _/) * 
Good Company 

By Ivy Hall, New WSA Member  

As a new WSA member I wasn’t overly 

confident about my first day sail; the days prior 

to the event I found myself slightly 

apprehensive. I had recently taken several 

sailing lessons and was armed with enough 

knowledge to know my way around a boat and 

rules of the “road.” But what do they say? “A 

little knowledge can be a dangerous thing!” 

Nevertheless, I was determined and 

prepared to have a fantastic time—and that I 

did. As soon as I stepped onto the sailboat, 

Good Company, my fears were shoved into my 

duffle and squelched 

when the zipper 

closed. I knew my 

experience was green, 

but that didn’t matter. 

Skipper Gil Speer, 

along with crew Taffy 

and Ron Golden, and 

Dianne Christman 

were friendly and 

patient. 

The boat’s name 

reflected the people on 

it and we had a perfect 

afternoon sail from 

Cabrillo Marina to 

Shoreline Village in 

Long Beach, where 

we docked Good 

Company and enjoyed a late lunch at Parker’s 

Lighthouse overlooking the marina and the 

Queen Mary. Then we sailed back to San 

Pedro—arriving to a beautiful sunset! 

One of the many highlights that day was 

when the skipper needed someone to steer the 

boat while he and other crew members raised 

the sail. I found myself volunteering for the 

task. WOW! I have never taken control over a 

vessel that size, but I found it was fairly easy 

and very exhilarating. My greenness faded and 

was replaced with poise.  

I am grateful to be a member of an 

awesome organization like WSA and look 

forward to the incredible journeys to come! 

 

 

 

Photos by Ivy Hall 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

New WSA members Ron and Taffy Golden at Parker’s Lighthouse 

Skipper Gil Speer of Good Company assisted                                
by crew members Ron and Taffy Golden 

             Perfect sunset over Cabrillo Marina ends                                 
             a perfect day sail aboard Good Company 
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Race Report 
By Michaela Draper, Race Co-Chair 
As all of the summer months, July was a busy one in 
the world of racing. CYC’s Sunset Series on 
Wednesday nights is still ongoing, as is their 
Sunstroke and Starlight Series on Thursdays. DRYC 
hosted its monthly Sundown Series on July 18.  
WSA in conjunction with PMYC hosted an 

Introduction to Racing Clinic on July 12, which 
turned out to be a great success. The clinic was run by 
Kim Stuart and several of our members offered up 
their boats for use for the on-the-water instruction. 
The clinic was attended by members and nonmembers 
alike, with several nonmembers expressing interest in 
joining WSA. So thanks to all who helped out. 
The clinic was closely followed on July 13 by the 

Dr. Robert Baker Regatta hosted by MVYC in 
conjunction with the Chuck Stein and PMYC. 
SCCYC’s annual One Design Weekend was held 

July 19–20, with classes for Schock 35s, Martin 242s 
and a class for sport boats on Sunday. Schocks and 
Martins seem to be the fleets that our members mostly 
race in so WSA was well represented that weekend. 
Although not technically July, the infamous Santa 

Barbara to King Harbor race was held August 1. The 
past few years this race has been plagued by light 
winds and numerous retirements. This year was 
shaping up to be pretty much the same at the start, 
with light winds making for very slow going. Late 
into the afternoon, however, the wind started to build 
up to 25 knots with gusts between 27 and 30!!! 
Although the wind started to die again after sundown, 
the small window of wind provided an exciting ride 
for some and a hair-raising time for others, with a 
knock down resulting in two MOBs and a trimaran 
that flipped and ended up with all three of its crew 
members awaiting rescue on the upturned hull!!! All 
five sailors were rescued by fellow racers and they 
made it safely into King Harbor. Many, many thanks 
to those who gave up the race to save the lives of 
others. A couple of firsthand accounts can be read in 
Latitude 38 online. 
On to August. Sunset, Sunstroke, Starlight and 

Sundown Series continue through August. Schock 35 
Nationals are in Long Beach on August 8–10. Several 
WSA members race in this fleet including myself, 
Kim Stuart, Chris Tarantola, Robin Stout, Kelly 
Cantley and Kathy Ross. Good luck to everyone. 
August 24 is the Outlook Trophy hosted by 

SCCYC. This race is open to dinghies and small 
multihulls over 13 miles outside of the breakwater!!! 
You’re sure going to need plenty of weenies for this 
one, but it’s a great, fun race and if you have access to 
a dinghy you should really give this one a go. 
Finally, SMWYC’s MdR to Seal Beach Outlaw 

Regatta is on Saturday, August 30. 
That’s it for this month. Live slow and sail fast!

Newport to San Diego Winners!  
Congratulations to WSA members Dale Dodge and 
Sandy Penrod who entered Dale’s 50 ft. Benetau,  
Tai-Pan II, in the July 26–27 overnight double-
handed race from Newport Beach to San Diego, 
sailing home with a pair of trophies:  

Cruising Class – First Place Overall  

Double-Handed Class – Second Place Overall 

Sandy, who just started racing this season, says, 
“I was at the helm at the start—a stressful lesson for 
me to be sure! This was the first time that Tai-Pan II, 
Dale or I had raced in a double-handed race. With just 
a year of racing Tai-Pan II in overnight races with a 
full crew of eight, this is the only first place finish to 
date and with just the two of us!” 
Before the recent first and second place finishes 

in the Newport to San Diego race, the best result for 
Tai-Pan II had been a fourth place overall in Series in 
the Whitney Series sponsored by the LAYC. WSA 
members crewing off and on for that series included 
Fran and John Melville, George Maronich, Patti Egan 
and Alan Rock. 

 

Sandy Penrod and Dale Dodge presented with their first  
and second place trophies at the San Diego Yacht Club 

Dale Dodge’s blue beauty 50 ft. Benetau, Tai-Pan II   
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US Sailing Mandatory 
Membership Update 

By Kim Stuart, Fleet Captain 

Many of you may have heard about the proposal put 

forth by the Board of US Sailing earlier this year—the 

requirement that anyone helming a racing boat be a 

member of US Sailing—and, upon hearing, may have 

had some strong feelings (for or against) about the 

idea.   

The WSA Board discussed the situation, and 

along with ASMBYC and many other clubs and 

individuals around the country, sent a position letter 

to US Sailing (WSA is a member club in the 

organization) strongly opposing any sort of mandatory 

membership for racers, for any reason.   

The wording of the proposal was ambiguous, the 

Board felt, and not designed to increase participation 

in our sport; rather, creating the opposite due to a 

backlash against the requirement if it were approved 

and enforced. The Board also felt that it put the 

burden of policing and enforcement into the hands of 

already overworked Race Committees and 

encouraged excessive protests, which would, in turn, 

make qualified volunteers reluctant to sit on Protest 

Committees for regattas run under the auspices of US 

Sailing.   

US Sailing withdrew the proposal, after receiving 

comments and letters from the sailing community, and 

the furor subsided, at least for the moment, since this 

is not the first time this proposal has been submitted, 

and may not be the last.   

US Sailing is the officiating branch of the sport in 

the United States, overseeing the US Olympic effort, 

training judges and umpires, and certifying 

instructors, and sanctioning national championship 

regattas for many classes, to name a few of its 

functions. Support for, and membership in, US Sailing 

is a good thing, and the WSA Board continues to 

support US Sailing, by remaining a member club and 

by encouraging our members to join. The cost is 

modest per year, and includes bonus material such as 

a copy of the RRS, or subscriptions to popular sailing 

magazines, and the discount that US Sailing members 

receive in regatta entry fees more than covers the cost 

of the membership if you are an active racer.   

We encourage WSA members to investigate 

more, and if you are not a member, you can join at 

http://ussailing.org. 

 

Who’s On Your Team  
This Year? 

By Kim Stuart, Fleet Captain 

The WOW/WAH is just around the corner, with its 

revised date of September 20–21 this year and it’s 

time to get your team together and start practicing. In 

previous years, the regatta was held in July; this year 

the fact that Independence Day landed squarely on a 

Friday gave us the opportunity to reschedule the event 

to a more hospitable weekend on an already over-

populated calendar.   

As many of you may have noticed, the Man/

Woman series has been cancelled, and will not be 

added to next year’s calendar due to a lack of 

participation in the series. Combining the events with 

other, existing races did not increase entries, and the 

clubs that hosted the series have decided that the cost 

and time incurred was not being covered by the 

handful of teams that competed over the course of the 

series. This is a shame, in my opinion, to lose such a 

series, but the fact remains that it’s expensive (in 

time, fuel and volunteers) to host a regatta of any size, 

and one with five entries takes as much to run as one 

with 25 entries.  

What does the Man/Woman series have to do 

with the WOW/WAH, is probably the question you 

are asking yourself at the moment. Simply put, it’s a 

matter of numbers. The WOW/WAH participation has 

been declining a bit in the years I’ve lived here, and if 

we don’t support the regatta, it might also become a 

memory instead of a great regatta held yearly.   

By moving the date to the end of the calendar 

year, many boats that would not be available to 

borrow—since many owners are reluctant to loan 

their boats in the middle of a race series or before the 

last high point regatta of the year—should be open to 

qualified skippers and crews. Crews also gain more 

than eight weeks of valuable practice time with the 

change, which should step up the level of competition 

and make for a more exciting regatta! 

So far, entry rumors include a team on a boat 

from Cabrillo Beach, many Martins (as usual!), Agua 

Cheetah (of course!), and an active WAH class in 

PHRF.     
                                                                    (continued on page 7) 
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       At our recent WSA Race Clinic, held at 

MVYC before the Dr. Robert Baker Regatta, 

there were many folks in attendance who  

were new to racing, or still very uncertain of 

exactly how to plan and sail a race. We spent 

time on Course Chart 16, worked on shifts 

and laylines, and talked through the flag  

sequences and their importance to racing.  

We then spent the afternoon on the water im-

plementing the classroom work, followed by  

a debrief at the club to close the clinic.   

It was tremendously encouraging to see 

how many clinic attendees were participating 

in the Baker race the next day, and it’s been 

fabulous to see a lot of the faces appearing on 

boats that participate in the Sunset Series. 

These folks have the potential to be valuable 

crew members of any race boat, and right now 

their interest is piqued and they are excited to 

be on the water. We’d like to see a record  

turnout for the event this year, and Race       

Co-Chair Michaela Draper and myself are  

willing to try helping boat owners, skippers 

and crew find each other in order to get more 

teams on the water and racing.  

       Drop us an e-mail at racing@wsasmb.org 

and let us know what you’re looking for—if 

you’re an owner who’d like to either loan the 

boat to a team or have a woman drive, that’s  

fantastic! If you’re a potential skipper looking 

for a boat or a crew, let us know! If you’re  

available to crew, we’d love to hear from you! 

       It’s possible we might be able to organize 

a few practice sessions in the late afternoons 

for boats/crews interested in doing so, and 

we’re looking for folks who are interested in 

doing some coaching for the teams as well.  

      Working together, we can make this the 

best WOW/WAH in years—so please come 

out and play! 
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Northern Channel Islands Cruise  
Labor Day Weekend 

By Margaret Pommert, Cruise Co-Chair 

The annual WSA cruise to the Northern Channel Islands is coming up Labor Day 

weekend. These islands are part of a beautiful, unique National Park—there are         

no stores or other facilities ashore. Early fall tends to be the calmest time of year        

to go, but beating up “Windy Lane” can be challenging. This is a cruise for more              

experienced crew, preferably those having experienced at least one overnight cruise.  

     The exact itinerary will be worked out with the participating skippers, but may include: 

1) Friday: Leave around noon, anchor at Paradise Cove for the night 

2) Saturday: Early morning departure to arrive at Santa Cruz Island before noon 

3) Saturday and Sunday nights: Anchor at Santa Cruz Island Anchorage(s) TBD 

4) Hiking, kayaking, swimming 

5) Group social events such as shared happy hours or meals on board 

6) Conditions permitting, some skippers may visit the Painted Cave and/or Anacapa Island  

before returning to MdR on Monday evening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Let me know if you are interested in joining this adventure as either skipper or crew! Skippers: Let me know  

   any thoughts/preferences you may have on schedule, duration and destination anchorages on Santa Cruz.  

   Contact me at margaret.pommert@us.ibm.com or (818) 230-0325. 
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Visually Challenged Sailors 
Crew With SMWYC and WSA  
By Kelly Weiss, Social Chair   

Photos by Mike Gitchell 

On Saturday, July 26, members of the San Gabriel 
Valley Chapter of California Council of the Blind and 
I went on a beautiful day sail with lots of people, 
including some SMWYC and WSA members. It is so 
funny because Carole Walsh, a member of SMWYC 
and WSA, told me months ago they wanted to arrange 
a day sail for the blind and visually impaired and I 
told her where I would go to get people. When I 
brought this up to the California Council of the Blind 
one Saturday, 15 people raised their hands! Then it 
was just a matter of getting the date.     

I can’t tell you what a great and wonderful 
experience this was for me and everyone else. I am   
so thankful for Carole and other WSA members who 
were nice enough to volunteer their time and boats. 
One man called his family back east while on the boat 
to say what a blast he was having. I had a blast on 
Thema’s boat. She was really funny and I am looking 
forward to being on her boat again really soon.   

My friend, Ellen Berman, who works for 

Aquadeco Water, and her boss not only donated the 

water for the sail but also the water and food for the 

picnic that followed. The fried chicken from Ralph’s 

that we had for this picnic was the best we ever had. 

The cookies from Jerry’s Deli were even better!  

The day’s events from beginning to end were just 

delightful. I was at our Council picnic the other day 

and there was not one person who went on that 

Saturday sail who still wasn’t talking about the food 

and sail. They are looking forward to the next sail!   

I would like to close with the fact that I am so 

thankful that two clubs, SMWYC and WSA exist. 

Because of WSA, I am able to sail like I do.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly Weiss (third from the right) and her friends 

Cherryl and Norm share a laugh... 

Diane Larson is always there to lend a hand... 

Captain Fran telling tall sea tales to Yolanda! 
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Sensible Sailing  
Midsummer Boat Maintenance Tips 

Here are some midsummer maintenance tips from 

BoatUS.com for both power and sailboats that can help 

boaters prevent damage to their vessels by checking 

some of the more common reasons for on-the-water 

boat troubles that occur mid-season: 

 

Through-hulls: Make a thorough check around any 

below-the-waterline hole or opening. Check all 

through-hulls for leaks and cycle seacocks to ensure 

they close properly. If it’s hard to move the handle, 

make a note to service it next time the boat is out of the 

water. Any hose clamps should be tight and hose ends 

secure. A bilge pump cycle counter is a simple upgrade 

and the best early warning system that unwanted water 

is coming aboard.  

 

Engine belts: For inboard engines, look in areas near 

the belts checking for evidence of black dust—a sure 

sign that engine pulleys need to be realigned and the 

belt replaced. Push on the longest run of the belt—it 

should not deflect more than one-half inch.  

 

Engine hoses: Squeeze coolant and fuel hoses with 

your hands, looking for softness, cracks or bulges.   

Replace any that are suspect. Wiggle the ends to ensure 

they are secure and inspect for any possible chafing 

issues in the engine compartment. 

Sterndrives: Inspect the folds in the bellows and     

replace if they show signs of cracking.  

 

Sacrificial zincs and anodes: A wasted zinc is a sure 

sign of trouble, possibly stray current at the dock.    

Ensure all zincs are no less than half gone—and replace 

them now if they are.  

 

Control cables: Look for chafe, splits or swelling       

of the plastic jacket—a sure sign the cable needs        

replacement.  

 

Outboard engine mounts: Smaller engines can   

sometimes vibrate loose, so retighten clamps and      

ensure the cutoff switch is operable. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hydraulic steering system and trim tabs: Ensure  

reservoirs are full. If you have to add fluid, there is leak 

that must be fixed immediately.  

 

Batteries and electrical system: Dead batteries are 

often nothing more than corroded connections—

sandpaper can easily clean them up. With conventional 

batteries check water levels and add if necessary.     

Inspect cables and wiring for chafe, especially       

wherever they may pass through a bulkhead. 

 

Shore power cable: Look for burn marks on the plug 

ends and the connection to the boat. Replace both the 

plug and receptacle immediately if you find any.  

 

Head: If your boat has a flushing toilet and its handle 

is getting hard to operate, you’ve likely got calcium 

buildup. Pour a cup of vinegar into bowl pumping only 

once or twice. Let it sit for one night before flushing 

with one-fourth cup of mineral oil. 

 

On deck: Old, stiff or chafed dock lines should be   

replaced. Also check anchor line and chain shackles 

and any splices. 

 

Sailboats only: Look for any broken strands on    

standing rigging. You can find them by running a  

loose rag up the rigging, which will snag on any broken 

ends. Cracked swages are an indicator for immediate    

replacement. Contact a rigger if you suspect a problem. 

Running rigging also needs to be looked at—especially 

the roller furling line.  

 

BoatU.S.—Boat Owners Association of The United 

States—is the nation’s leading advocate for recreational 

boaters providing its 650,000 members with a wide 

array of consumer services. For membership info             

visit http://www.BoatUS.com or call  (800) 395-2628. 
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Upcoming Calendar of Events 
August 2008    

               

September 2008 
 

 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2008 ASMBYC calendar at www.asmbyc.org   

Day Sails:  Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays but are NOT on this calendar.         
                       Contact Dianne Christman at wsadaysails@gmail.com for up-to-date info! 

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

8–10 Fri/Sat/Sun 
Cruise to Santa Barbara Island 

Schock 35 National Championship – LBYC 

9–10 Sat/Sun So Cal PHRF Championships – CBYC 

12 Tue WSA General Meeting – SMWYC, 6:30 PM 

15 Fri 
Sundown Series  Sundown 4 – DRYC  

Tall Ships Grand Parade of Sail –  San Pedro Waterfront at 10 am 

16 Sat Squirrel Bank/Tannenberg Race – DRYC 

17 Sun One Design Regatta  Duke Jones  – SMWYC 

23 Sat Jennifer Diamond Celebrity Regatta (Fundraiser for cancer) – DRYC 

24 Sun Soggy Bottom Race – RBYC 

26 Tue WSA Board Meeting 

28 Thurs Last night of Starlight Series – CYC 

30 Sat MdR to Seal Beach   Mac Jones 5 – SMWYC  

29–Sept 1 Fri–Mon Cruise to Northern Channel Islands 

3 Wed Sunset Series ends – CYC 

4 Thurs Sunstroke Series ends – CYC  

6–7 Sat/Sun Harris Series – CYC  

9 Tue WSA General Meeting – SMWYC, 6:30 PM 

13 Sat Windward-Leeward  Spinnaker 5 – KHYC 

14 Sun Inverted Start  Cruiser Handicap 3 – SMWYC 

19 Fri Sundown Series  Sundown 5 – DRYC 

20–21 Sat/Sun WOW / Woman at the Helm – WSA / SBYRC / PMYC / MVYC 

23 Tue WSA Board Meeting 

27–28 Sat/Sun ASMBYC Championship of Champions – By Invitation Only!  
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Commodore 

Sue Service 

commodore@wsasmb.org 

 

Vice Commodore 

Diane Larson 

vicecommodore@wsasmb.org  

 

Secretary 

Andrea Makshanoff 

 

Treasurer 

Karen Kuchel 

 

J/S Commodore 

Laura Guggenheimer 

jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 

 

Cruise Co-Chairs 

Fran Weber-Melville & Margaret Pommert 

cptfran@aol.com or  

cruising@wsasmb.org 

 

Day Sail Chair  

Dianne Christman 

daysails@wsasmb.org or 

wsadaysails@gmail.com 

 

Membership Chair  

Sandy Penrod 

membership@wsasmb.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Director 

Joan Chandler 

education@wsasmb.org 

 

Communications Director 

Christina Tarantola 

pr@wsasmb.org 

 

Newsletter 

Peter Steinblums 

newsletter@wsasmb.org 

 

Race Co-Chairs 

Kim Stuart & Michaela Draper 

racing@wsasmb.org 

 

Social Director 

Kelly Weiss 

events@wsasmb.org 

 

Webmaster 

Peter Steinblums 

webmaster@wsasmb.org 

 

Skipper Liaison 

Karyn Jones 

skippers@wsasmb.org 
 

Historian 

Sandra Canalis  

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION 
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 

           Marina del Rey, CA 90295 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based 

on the following principles: 

      To provide educational opportunities; 

      To provide information on gaining access to 

           races, cruises and other Santa Monica 

           Bay activities; 

      To support “Youth in Sailing” community 

           service programs; 

      To support established sailing programs 

           for women; and 

      To enhance networking opportunities. 

     http://www.wsasmb.org  Women’s Sailing Association of Santa Monica Bay 

2008 WSA Board and  
Committee Chairs 


