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By Sue Service 
 

Happy New Year!    
I hope the holidays were 

bright and merry for you 

all. 

My last job as Vice-

Commodore in 2007 was 

to lead and organize our 

entry in the Marina del 

Rey Holiday Boat 

Parade. Our entry won 

first prize for “spirit”!  I 

really think this award 

was particularly 

appropriate for our entry, 

as the spirit that put it 

together was truly 

remarkable. It was a 

veritable army that 

decorated the boat and I 

want to take a moment to 

acknowledge Janet Davis 

– artistic director; Chris 

Taratola – logistics and 

wand expert; Laura 

Guggenheimer – DJ; 

super helpers Mike 

Gitchell, Wayne 

Brandow, Peter 

Steinblums, Karyn 

Jones, Joan Chandler, 

Gwen Able, Marylyn 

Hoenemeyer and Diane 

Larson; and Rick 

Ruskin, who graciously 

let us descend upon his 

beautiful boat and home 

and basically spread 

glitter all over it. Peter 

Steinblums writes more 

about the parade in this 

issue of the newsletter; 

check out his article and 

photos! 

     It is with great 

pleasure that I take over 

the helm of WSA for 

2008. Laura 

Guggenheimer has left 

some big shoes to fill, 

and I’ll do my best to 

lead our organization as 

well as she did. Our 

director and chair 

positions are filled with 

dedicated and energetic 

women and men, many 

of whom are already 

forming exciting plans 

for this next year. 

     2008 is starting off 

with a bang – with a 

match racing clinic on 

the weekend of Jan. 19-

20, the Women’s Sailing 

Convention on Feb. 2, 

and North U. Seminar on 

Feb. 9. All great 

opportunities to learn 

more about sailing. You 

owe it to yourself to try 

getting out there to 

attend at least one of 

these events – don’t get 

rusty in the “off season.”    
 

(Continued on page 2) 

Commodore’s  
Corner 

Jan 8:  ALL aboard with           

Marylyn Hoenemeyer for a   

cruise to Ireland and power boat              

adventure on the River Shannon  

      6:30 p.m.  Social hour                       

      7:30 p.m.  Business meeting             

      8:00 p.m.  Speaker 

Argonaut Photo by Greg Wenger 

2007 Spirit Award Winner—WSA’s Farr Gone 

Neither the chilly evening nor rain drops dampened             

the WSA holiday spirit as Rick Ruskin’s 42-foot 

Beneteau-Farr was turned into a Magic Holiday for 

the Marina del Rey Holiday Boat Parade on Dec. 8  
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Additionally, Gail Hine and organizers could use 
some help stuffing goody bags for participants in 
the Women’s Sailing Convention. If you can help, 
e-mail me at commodore@wsasmb.org. 

One avenue where I hope WSA will make a 
difference this year is in recycling cans and 
plastic bottles here in the marina. We all know 
how many water bottles we go through while 
sailing, and sometimes how much beer we go 
through back at the dock ☺. In collaboration with 
the Cal Yacht Club, we’re going to try setting up 
recycling bins for the Midwinters Regatta (Feb. 
16-17), so that sailors can have an opportunity to 
recycle their water bottles and beer cans after 
racing. We’ll need volunteers to pick up cans and 
bottles and take them to a recycling center. If 
you’d like to help, e-mail me at 
commodore@wsasmb.org. 

Looking forward to seeing you all on the 
water soon! 

 

Renew Your WSA  
Membership for 2008 Now!  

A friendly reminder that WSA memberships 
expired at the end of 2007. But the good news – 
by renewing before or at February’s General 
Meeting on Feb. 12, you won’t miss any WSA 
activities that promise to make a “great 2008.” 

Renewals received after the February General 

Meeting are subject to a $10 late fee, so choose 
one of the following easy ways to renew your 
WSA membership for 2008:  

1. By now your mailperson should have 
delivered a membership renewal and waiver 
form (double-sided) that were snail mailed 
two weeks ago to all WSA members. Just 
complete both sides of the form, sign, enclose 
a check and mail to WSA. Or bring them to 
the General Meeting on Jan. 8 or Feb. 12. 

2. Membership renewal and waiver forms also 
will be available at the January and February  
General Meetings for “on-the-spot” renewals. 

3. On the WSA Web site at www.wsasmb.org, 
click the Membership link in the left-hand 
column, read the Membership Dues 

instructions and then click the Membership 

Application with Waiver Form link. 
Complete and sign both forms, enclose a  

check and mail to WSA. Or bring them to the 
January or February General Meeting. 

P.S. While renewing your membership for a full 
year, now is the ideal time to tell friends, 
relatives, coworkers or any outdoorsy types   
about WSA’s exciting and educational activities, 
especially the opportunity to hang out with a 
swell bunch of folks – all for a low yearly 
membership fee. Bring a guest (or two) to an 
upcoming General Meeting! 

January 8 Speaker Preview:  
Marylyn Hoenemeyer  
By Joan Chandler, Education Director 
Kicking off another great year for WSA, our 
speaker for the General Meeting on Jan. 8 will be 
Marylyn Hoenemeyer. Marylyn is an avid sailor 
and member of both WSA and the California 
Yacht Club.  

Last August Marylyn took part in the CYC 
Commodore’s Cruise to Ireland, a definite 
departure from sailing in the waters of sunny 
Southern California. She will tell us about a 
different sort of cruising adventure, plying the 
waters of the River Shannon with a flotilla of 
power boats. Adventures included locking 
through, visiting local pubs and barbequing in the 
rain. A good time was had by all and I know it 
will be fun to hear about her journey! 

Women’s Sailing Convention 
DRYC February 2 

By Sue Service, Commodore 

The Women's Sailing Convention Web site is up, 
active and ready for you to download a brochure 
and registration form!   

The convention will be held at the Del Rey 
Yacht Club in the marina, on Feb. 2, 2008. 
Register soon if you're interested in attending; this 
event will be sure to sell out. Go to http://
wsscya.scyaweb.org/ for more information.  

Check out the instructors page – WSA 
members Fran Weber-Melville, Rosalie Davis-
Green, Jeannea Jordan and Marylyn Hoenemeyer 
are all teaching classes at the convention!!! 
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Member Spotlight:  
George Maronich 
By Peter Steinblums, Newsletter Editor 

Not long after 
moving from 
his hometown 
of Chicago to 
California in 
1975, George 
discovered his 
passion for 
sailing while 
on a friend’s 
boat based in 
Newport 
Harbor. 

Nowadays George sails on My Time II, a 
2004 34-foot Beneteau and successor to his first 
boat, My Time, a 1984 30-foot Catalina. “I named 
the boat My Time because it was a place I could 
get away from my busy schedule and have some 
time for myself,” says George, an electronics 
engineer and manufacturing director. 

A member of WSA for almost three years, 
George learned about the club from WSA 
members John and Fran Melville. “From where 
my boat is docked in Basin B, I started noticing 
the WSA daysails on John and Fran’s boat that is 
near mine, so I asked them about it,” George 
recalls. He especially enjoys WSA for the 
cruising and the good people in the club. 

During the spring and summer months 
George regularly races in the CYC Sunset Series 
on Wednesday nights. In 2007 My Time II was the 
winner of three races in Cruising Class B. George 
credits his team’s success to “good teamwork and 
strong winds that benefit my Beneteau because 
it’s a relatively heavy boat.”  

With over 30 years of sailing experience 
George has plenty of interesting tales, but one that 
stands out in particular happened while sailing 
from Alamitos Bay to Shoreline Village on his 
first boat, My Time, a 30-foot Catalina. “I was by 
myself when the winds increased to gale force—
40 to 45 knots—and at times even at full throttle I 
came to a dead stop. Wearing my foulies and dive 
mask and tied to my boat, I was taking green 
water over the bow to the mast,” George grins. 

“And the entire trip was within the Long Beach 
Harbor. The winds were coming from the 
direction of San Pedro; that’s a nine-mile fetch for 
the winds to generate waves. About every 15 
seconds a wave would break over the bow and 
right in my face—just like a bucket of water. This 
went on for four hours on a trip that usually takes 
45 minutes. At one point the Coast Guard came 
out to check if I was going to make it. But they 
turned around once they were convinced I knew 
what I was doing!”  

In addition to being an avid sailor, George 
enjoys snow skiing and volleyball. 

 
Marina del Rey  
Holiday Boat Parade 

By Peter Steinblums, Newsletter Editor 

Congratulations to Sue Service for successfully 
organizing and leading the WSA entry in the 
Marina del Rey Holiday Boat Parade on Dec. 8; 
and a job well done to the crew that Sue 
acknowledged in Commodore’s Corner and also 
everyone else who helped decorate or undecorate 
the boat, and who provided their support, food 
and drinks while riding aboard in the parade.  

The results speak for themselves! Rick 
Ruskin’s Farr Gone, a 42-foot Beneteau-Farr, 
was transformed into a Magic Holiday that sailed 
off with the 2007 Spirit Award. No doubt the 
judges noticed that the WSA holiday spirit had 
not been dampened by intermittent rain and a 
chilly evening.  

Early Saturday morning artistic director, Janet 
Davis, unloaded the painted characters and other 
props from an SUV that the artsy crew had 
constructed and painted in her garage. Meanwhile 
skipper Rick Ruskin and the guys hoisted the 
massive electrical generator onboard.  

From that point on—from morning until 
parade time—the only thing that brought the hard 
work to a halt aboard Farr Gone was Commodore 
Laura’s lunchtime announcement that “The pizza 
is here…” But after the boxes were nearly empty 
and the crew had overcome their post-pizza-
eating crash and wishful thoughts of  “Where can 
I  take a nap?”—everyone was back to work and 
Mike Gitchell was off to Home Depot to shop for 
insulation to tame that noisy electrical generator 

(Continued on page 4) 
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(as we all later appreciated during the parade). 
As the decorating concluded and Wayne 

Brandow explained how to operate the switches 
controlling the spaghetti-like assortment of light 
strings and extension cords strung all over the 
boat and gigantic tree, my mind drifted to 
thoughts of Clark Griswold in National 
Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation.  What’s going to 
happen when the electrical generator is fired up? 
My apprehension quickly faded as the roar of the 
generator brought the Magic Holiday to life. No 
sparks, no smoke, not a single light bulb that did 
not light up. Amazing job...unlike the disaster 
awaiting the hapless Clark in the movie. 

As all good skippers do, throughout the day 
Rick Ruskin kept a watchful eye on the weather—
as ominous-looking dark clouds drifted in from 
the ocean in the afternoon. “Will it or will it not?”  
Rain on the parade, that is. Plus there were 
concerns about the wind and its affect on the 
decorations. 

But once the Magic Holiday aboard Farr 
Gone began motoring around the parade route, 
nothing short of an ice berg could have 
extinguished the WSA spirit, especially since 
Santa Claus had joined the crew after his sleigh 
sank upon landing in the marina.  

As DJ Laura Guggenheimer blared her 
rockin’ play list over the PA system, Santa soon 
began swiveling his hips and jiggling his belly 
(with help from John Schallert) to the beat and  
the delight of cheering, photo-snapping parade 
goers lining the marina. Things became especially 
spirited and rowdy upon each pass of the UCLA 
Marina Aquatic Center. Hmmm...must have been 
some alumni onboard. ☺   

The other onboard animation was provided by 
the magical powers of Chris Taratola’s creation, 
the Magic Wand. Diane Larson was the official 
operator of the magical on-and-off switch that 
controlled lighting of the presents on the gigantic 
tree. Looking easier to wield than it was,  
numerous crew members shared the honor of 
moving the wand up and down, while others 
monitored the current wand waver for the onset of 
grimacing or any other signs of fatigue!  

Once the parade had ended and Rick Ruskin 
had guided Farr Gone back into its slip, the WSA 
crew seemed to get its second wind and the 
undecorating began immediately. Most of the 
decorations were taken down in the darkness 
using flashlights—with the exception of some 

hopelessly entangled light strings on deck that 
Sue Service and Diane Larson returned to unravel 
in the daylight on Sunday morning. 

The night ended when Fran and John Melville 
stopped by to pick up the PA system and 
generator after returning from their trip to 
Colorado. But as if the Magic Wand had sucked 
the electrical energy from everything within its 
proximity, the Melville’s left the marina with 
their SUV under AAA tow. 

Leaving the dock late that evening, my 
thoughts were that these WSA gals and guys are 
absolute pros and that planning and running a 
boat in the parade is both an art and science. And 
what a thrill to have been on a boat in the parade 
rather than at my usual spot sitting cross-legged 
on the lawn in Burton Chace Park.  

 Wayne Brandow helps Santa                  
squeeze into last year’s red suit  
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Voila! The Magic Holiday 
tree comes to life... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WSA 2007 Awards Dinner  
and Installation of Board 

The WSA 2007 Awards and Installation Dinner 
was held at the SMWYC on Dec. 11. A good time 
was had by all with everyone in the holiday spirit 
and looking quite stylish.  

Many thanks to the SMWYC, especially to 
Chef Conrad and the culinary staff for serving an 
unbelievably scrumptious dinner! 

Congratulations to the 2008 WSA Board of 
Directors and Chairpersons, and thanks to all who 
served during 2007. See the list of your new 
board of directors and chairpersons on page 8.  

Special thanks to Mike Gitchell for his role  
as WSA photographer and snapping the excellent 
photos on the following pages! 

And the 2007 award winners are... 

Skipper Awards 
Skipper of the Year –  Wayne Brandow  
Top Daysail Skipper –  Wayne Brandow  
Top Cruise Skipper – George Maronich  

Captain Awards 
Daysailor of the Year –     Diane Larson 
Provisioners of the Year – Susana Hernandez-Araico 
                                           Brennan Grey 
WSA Awards 
Marilyn Butefish Award – Libby Gill 
WSA Appreciation Award – SMWYC 
SCYA Peggy Slater Nomination – Karyn Jones  

Janet Davis sprays protective coating on 
the painted characters in case of rain   

 Photo–Mike Gitchell 

Rick Ruskin signals Chris           
Taratola the OK to raise  
   the Star over Farr Gone 

Laura Guggenheimer, Tom O’Connor and    
Karyn Jones talk snowflakes and candy canes 

Sue Service issues boat decorating              
assignments to the team of volunteers 
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2007 WSA Awards & Installation Dinner2007 WSA Awards & Installation Dinner2007 WSA Awards & Installation Dinner2007 WSA Awards & Installation Dinner    

Enjoying the holiday spirit in the               
SMWYC lounge before dinner 

Chef Conrad and the culinary staff at SMWYC 
serve up yet another mouth-watering feast! 

Wayne Brandow sails         
away with Skipper of the  

Year and Top Daysail Skipper   

The Commodores  
Karyn Jones, Fran Weber-Melville 

and Laura Guggenheimer 

Diane Larson walks off with 
Daysailor of the Year honors  

2007 Spirit Award boat parade crew. They clean up pretty well, eh? 

Vice President Rosalie Davis-Green        
inducts outgoing 2007 Commodore      

Laura Guggenheimer into the  
Order of the Blue Gavel  
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January 2008 

       
 

February 2008 

       

Racers:     Be sure to review a copy of the 2008 ASMBYC calendar.                                          
                    Get your copy at http://www.asmbyc.org 

Daysails:  Daysails are on Saturdays and Sundays, and are not on this calendar.         
                    Contact Dianne Christman wsadaysails@gmail.com for up-to-date info! 

 
 

5 Sat Berger #1 Malibu & Return DRYC 

8 Tues WSA General Meeting at SMWYC 

12 Sat Champagne Series 1-3 SBYRC 

13 Sun Winter Sunset Series CYC 

26 Sat Champagne Series 4-5 SBYRC 

29 Tues WSA Board Meeting 

19-20 Sat/Sun Match Racing Clinic WSA/SMWYC 

2 Sat Women’s Sailing Convention DRYC 

9  Sat North U. Seminar WSA/SMWYC 
Race Management Seminar CYC 

10 Sun Winter Sunset Series CYC 

12 Tues WSA General Meeting at SMWYC 

16-17 Sat/Sun SCYA Midwinters Regatta – MdR 

23  Sat Start Clinic SMWYC 

26 Tues WSA Board Meeting 

Upcoming Calendar of Events 

The 2008 WSA Board of Directors solemnly swear                              
to uphold “The Oath” at their installation ceremony  
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Commodore 

Sue Service 
commodore@wsasmb.org 

 

Vice Commodore 

Diane Larson 
vicecommodore@wsasmb.org  
 

Secretary 

Andrea Makshanoff 
 

Treasurer 

Karen Kuchel 
 

J/S Commodore 

Laura Guggenheimer 
jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Co-Chairs 

Fran Weber-Melville & Margaret Pommert 
cptfran@aol.com or  
cruising@wsasmb.org 
 

Daysail Chair  

Dianne Christman 
daysails@wsasmb.org or 
wsadaysails@gmail.com 

 

Membership Chair  

Sandy Penrod 

membership@wsasmb.org 

 

Education Director 

Joan Chandler 
education@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director 

Christine Tarantola 
pr@wsasmb.org 

 

Newsletter 

Peter Steinblums 
newsletter@wsasmb.org 
 

Race Co-Chairs 

Kim Stuart & Michaela Draper 
racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Social Director 

OPEN 
events@wsasmb.org 
 

Webmaster 

Laura Guggenheimer 
webmaster@wsasmb.org 
 

Skipper Liaison 

OPEN 
skippers@wsasmb.org 
 

Historian 

Sandra Canalis  

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION 
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
P.O. Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
      To promote and support women’s 

           Sailing based on the following principles: 

      To provide education opportunities; 

      To provide  information on gaining access to 

           Races, cruises and other Santa Monica 

           Bay  activities; 

      To support “Youth in Sailing” community 

          Service programs; 

      To Support established sailing programs 

           For women; and 

      To enhance networking opportunities. 

     http://www.wsasmb.org  Women’s Sailing Association of Santa Monica Bay 

2008 WSA Board and  
Committee Chairs 


