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By Susana Hernandez Araico  

As 2010 begins, we 
cannot help but reflect 
with amazement on how 
the holidays have come 
and gone. Now we have a 
full year ahead of us with 
many enticing prospects 
ahead on the water.  For 
me, 2009 closed and 
2010 opened with 
reminders of how 
rewarding membership in 
WSA can be.  Working on 

our Holiday Boat Parade entry not only allowed me to 
get to know some members much better, but it also 
let me experience the energy and enthusiasm of 
WSA’s members.  
We literally gambled with the parade theme of 

“Xmas in Paradise,” changing it into “Xmas Pair o’ 
Dice.” Unfortunately, we lost our bet with the 
weather, as our cardboard dice wilted with all the 
rain.  But our spirits never did!  To me, our winning 
the award for “Best Organization” certainly augurs 
well for 2010 as the new Board of Directors begin 
their duties with the same spirit of service and 
dedication, committed as always to keeping you 
involved, inspired and informed. 
The New Year arrived with an equally warm 

reminder of the significance of WSA.  The New Year’s 
Party at the SMWYC, which generously hosts us 
through the year for our meetings, was absolutely a 
blast — superb food, great music, and above all 
wonderful people!  As midnight struck, how pleasant 
it was, yet intimidating at the same time, to be 
congratulated as the new WSA Commodore.  But I 
know that all those good wishes were really meant for 
WSA as we strive to fulfill our mission: To enjoy and 
promote sailing and to serve the community.   
I also know that you do not want to miss our first 

meeting in 2010!  Zac Sunderland’s account of his 
single-handed circumnavigation of the globe promises 
to be a gripping tale of valor and excellent 
preparation. In fact, our unique guest speaker 
provides us all with an excellent opportunity to invite 

a guest to hear Zac and discover just what an exciting 
and welcoming group we are.   
Finally, please remember to renew your 

membership for 2010.  Peter Steinblums has done a 
wonderful job making online enrollment a reality.  The 
following article gives you all the details as to how to 
do so.  Of course, you can still renew by mail.  
I look forward to greeting as many of you as 

possible who attend our meeting on January 12.  So, 
a VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR to each and every one of 
you on behalf of the entire Board of Directors!   
 

2010 WSA Membership Renewals 
By Diane Larson, Jr Staff Commodore 

WSA memberships will need to be renewed starting 
January 1. If you renew before our February 9 
general meeting, you will receive a $10 discount on 
the $100 membership fee.  Take advantage of the 
savings and sign up today! 
 

Use WSA’s New, Easy, and Quick Method of 
Joining on the Internet!  
1. Go to www.wsasmb.org and click on the “Join WSA 
Today” button on the home page.  Select the “Join 
WSA Online” button.   

2. Click on the link for the Waiver Form.  The Waiver 

Commodore’s Corner 

Meeting Agenda for January 12, 2010 

6:30 pm — Social hour 

7:30 pm — Dinner and business meeting 

8:00 pm — Zac Sunderland talks about sailing solo around the world 

“Alethia” all decked out for the 2009 Holiday Boat 
Parade.  WSA won the “Best Organization” 
award! 
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Form must be printed and signed.  The 
form can be submitted at a General 
Meeting or by mail to WSA, P.O. Box 
10034, Marina del Rey, CA 90295.  Go 
back to the application screen to proceed.   

3. Fill out the fields in the Membership Application.  
Double check information and press “SUBMIT.” 

4. Select membership option under Paypal Payment 
drop down.  Pay via credit card or your Paypal 
account. Press “SUBMIT.”  
 
You should receive a system email confirmation for 

your records.  Contact the webmaster if you do not.  
 
Or Join/Renew by Mail 

1. Completely fill out the Membership Application and 
Waiver Form.  Forms can be obtained at a General 
Meeting or on the website (visit www.wsasmb.org 
and click on the “Join WSA Today” button on the 
home page.  Select the “Join WSA by Mail” button). 

2. Mail the Membership Application, Waiver Form and 
personal check to WSA, P.O. Box 10034, Marina del 
Rey, CA 90295. 
 
The Membership Application, Waiver Form and 

Payment must be completed and received in order for 
membership to be valid.  If you have any questions, 
please contact the Membership Chair at 
membership@wsasmb.org. 
 

January General Meeting Speaker—
Zac Sunderland 
By Diane Larson, Jr Staff Commodore 

WSA is excited to kick off the year with guest 
speaker, Zac Sunderland.  Zac departed from Marina 
del Rey on June 14, 2008, and successfully became 
the youngest person to circumnavigate the world 
alone by yacht when he returned on July 16, 2009.  
The 17-year-old had an international following and he 
has been surrounded with lots of media attention ever 
since.  WSA is thrilled that Zac is able to share 

highlights of his experience and adventures first hand.  
Be sure to join us and be inspired!  
 

21st Annual Women’s Sailing 
Convention – February 6 
The 21st Annual Women’s Sailing Convention will be 

held on Saturday, February 6, at Bahia Corinthian 
Yacht Club in Corona Del Mar, CA.  This is the premier 
educational event for women in Southern California.  
The day includes over 25 interactive workshops to 
choose from, top women sailing instructors, meals, 
and just a lot of fun and a neat opportunity to meet 
many other women sailors.  The featured speaker is 
USCG Captain Patricia Garfiekl, a blue-water sailor 
who double-handed the 2005 Transpac on her 
Catalina 47.  Patty also owns her own yacht 
brokerage with offices in San Francisco, San Diego 
and Newport Beach.  Registration and information is 
available at http://wsscya.scyaweb.org.  Convention 
fee is $165 per person. 
 

February General Meeting Speaker—
Mike Priest and an AC Update 
By Kim Stuart, Education Chair 

With the America's Cup currently scheduled to have 
the first Deed of Gift race on Monday Feb 8, before 
the WSA general meeting, and the second on 
Wednesday Feb 10, after the meeting it would seem a 
good time to get updated on AC happenings.  Mike 
Priest will be discussing the America's Cup with us at 
our Feb 9 meeting, including photos and video 
recently taken in San Diego when the BMW Oracle 
trimaran launched the "wing" sail.  
Mike's previous history regarding the AC includes 

traveling to and viewing multiple AC events, including 
the 32nd America's Cup in Valencia, where he was 
18th man for a day on the BMW Oracle team.   
Join us for an entertaining evening as we break 

down the racing (barring any new court orders or 
legal maneuvers), compare the Alinghi entry with the 
BMW entry, and try to predict the outcome of the 
remaining races! 
 

CRUISE ALASKA JULY 2010 – See The 
Glaciers Before They Are Gone! 
By Coco Leigh and Bob Falisey, Cruise Co-Chairs 

Coco Leigh and Bob Falisey cruised Alaska last 
summer aboard a luxury cruise ship and loved it so 
much that they are doing it again!  This time you are 
invited to come along and see the glaciers before they 
melt!  Bob and Coco cruised the Inside Passage and 
Glacier Bay, saw whales, sea otters and seals; flew on 
a seaplane; went for a walk on a glacier, and took a 
scenic train ride as well.  
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The best way to see Alaska is aboard a luxury 
cruise ship.  Traveling inside the barrier islands makes 
for smooth seas and pleasant weather.  We have 
chosen Holland America’s “ms Ryndam,” which is 
about half the size of other cruise ships, allowing her 
to get up close and personal with the glaciers!  
Holland America is known for its premium service and 
cabins that are 25% larger than their competitors’. 
Our itinerary via Glacier Bay National Park includes 

scenic cruising in beautiful College Fjord.  Travel via 
Hubbard Glacier, called the “Galloping Glacier” for its 

rapid advance, and 
cruise stunning 
Wrangell-St. Elias 
National Park.  
While shoreside 
explore Ketchikan, 
Juneau, Haines 
(Skagway) and the 
spectacular Kenai 
Peninsula in 

Seward.  See, hear and feel nature’s awesome power 
as immense icebergs fall from the face of enormous 
glaciers and send water shooting high into the air. 
This 7 Day Cruise leaves Vancouver on July 18, 

2010 and arrives in Seward on July 25, where you will 
fly home from Anchorage.  Cabin prices start at $949 
per person based on double occupancy.  Airfare, tax 
and airport transfers are not included in price.  
There is an optional 7 Day Land Tour available that 

includes: a tour of Kenai Fjords National Park with an 
overnight at a beautiful secluded lodge near Seward; 
motor coach trip and overnight in Anchorage with 
time to explore the city; scenic domed rail car to 
Denali National Park with a tour and 2 nights in 
Denali; scenic domed rail car to Fairbanks with 
Sternwheeler River boat city tour and Gold Dredge 
tour with lunch and 2 nights in Fairbanks.  You would 
fly home from Fairbanks on July 31.  Prices for the 7 
Day Cruise plus 7 Day Land Tour start at $2499 per 
person based on double occupancy and include 
escorted tours, transportation and lodging.  Airfare, 
tax and airport transfers are not included in this price. 

A small deposit will hold your space on this 
magnificent trip.  I only have a limited number of 
cabins available.  Reserve early for best prices and 
cabin selection.  Deposits must be received no later 
than Feb. 10, 2010.  Contact Coco Leigh 818-903-
7685; cocoleigh@sbcglobal.net for reservations and 
information. 
We have chosen the best itinerary and perfect time 

of year for this trip and we have excellent group 
pricing.  However, if this trip interests you but you 
cannot make these dates or you would like a less 
expensive itinerary, I can book you on another date, 
but it will not be at group pricing.  Call Coco for 
competitive pricing 818-903-7685.  
 

Cruising News… We Need Your Input! 
By Coco Leigh and Bob Falisey – Your Cruise Chairs 

In case you didn’t notice, it’s a new year.  Among 
other things, that means a new cruising season and 
time to visit the many interesting on the water 
locations in Southern California and beyond.  The big 
question is where shall we go?  
Our goal is remain open to all suggestions.  Please 

send us an email telling us where you would like to 
visit.  Tell us what you would like to do when you get 
there.  How about suggestions for themes of cruise 
parties?  And this last question, particularly for our 
skippers, to what dates can you commit?  Email your 
ideas and suggestions to cocoleigh@sbcglobal.net and 
we will put them together for our next general 
meeting.  
Here are two other cruise ideas that are happening.  

On July 18 – 25, there are several of us going on 
cruise ship to Alaska (see preceding article for 
details).  Join us for what can be a unique WSA 
experience.  The second large idea is that our new 
boat will be completed in April of 2010 and the 
factory owner has invited us to pick it up in China, sail 
it in the South China Sea for a week or so, after which 
he will ship it to Australia for the Australian boat 
show, which will give us another opportunity to sail in 
Australia.  The new boat is significantly larger than 
our current boat and can sleep 10.  We are looking 
for crew and WSA members will be our first choice.  
Got enough to think about?  This will be the best 

cruising season in WSA history!  
 

Venice Boys and Girls Club After 
School Sailing Program needs 
volunteers for Spring 2010  
The Venice Boys and Girls Club of Venice needs 

volunteers to help teach the wee sailors how to 
navigate the high seas of Marina del Rey.  All that is 
needed is enthusiasm for teaching young sailors (ages 
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8-12), some of the basics of sailing (knot tying, parts 
of the boat, safety guidelines), be available Tuesday 
and Wednesday from 3:30 to 6pm from the first of 
February to mid June, and be ready to have some 
dynamite fun!  Interested?  Call Fran at 310 738 3205 
 

“Call for Crew!” — Sail to the Women's 
Sailing Convention, February 6-8th  

Fran Weber needs 3-4 ladies to sail 
her 35 foot sailboat, “Lighting,” to 
the Women's Sailing Convention in 
Newport Beach, Feb 6th to the 
8th.  The game plan would be to 
have 1-2 meetings before we sail 
to go over the boat, charting, 
provisioning, clothes, etc.  We 
would leave MdR around 8 am on 
Friday, arrive in Newport between 
4-5 pm, play at the convention on 
Saturday, leave Newport at 7am 

on Sunday, and arrive back in MdR around 4-5 
pm...Basic knowledge of sailing is a good idea, plus a 
lot of enthusiasm all the way to experienced sailor 
wanting to have an adventure.  If you are interested, 
call Fran at 310 738-3205 or email cptfran@aol.com 

 

Win a 7 Day Carnival Cruise – 
SMWYC Raffle and Super Bowl Party 
Santa Monica Windjammers Yacht Club is having a 

Super Bowl Party on Feb. 7, 2010.  All WSA members 
and their guests are invited to attend.  At halftime 
there will be a raffle drawing for a cruise for two on 
Carnival Cruise Lines!  You need not be present to 
win.  The prize is a cruise certificate for two people 
sharing a cabin for a Carnival 7 or 8 day Cruise.  It 
includes all government taxes, fees and shipboard 
gratuities and is valid for travel during the FALL (Sept. 
1—Dec. 15) at no additional out of pocket expense.  
The certificate can be upgraded to another time of 
year using the full value of the certificate.  Certificate 
is valid one year.  Proceeds to benefit SMWYC. 
Tickets are $5.00 each or a book of 5 tickets for 

$20.  To purchase Raffle tickets, contact Jeannie 

Schwulst at 310-397-5002 or email her at 
jeanniemkc@gmail.com . 
 

Champagne Series Regatta  
January 23rd and February 6th 
 

South Bay Yacht Club is sponsoring these events 
open to PHRF and One Designs.  The PRO is Nora 
Feddal and, if you want more information, you can 
contact her at SBYRC@SBYRC.ORG  
It’s a great chance to brush off those winter 

cobwebs and enjoy time on the water when many 
sailors are freezing beneath snow and ice.   
Contact Nora and SBYRC today! 

WSA Annual Awards 
 
The following persons were honored at the 2009 
Installation Dinner with WSA’s Annual Awards: Top 
Daysail Skipper—Wayne Brandow; Top Cruise 
Skippers—Bob Falisey and Coco Leigh; Skipper of 
the Year—Wayne Brandow; Top Cruiser—Carole 
Walsh; Top Cruise Provisioner– Susan French; Top 
Daysailor—Sandy Canalis; Marilyn Butefish 
Award—Sue Service 
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2009 Holiday Party and Installation Dinner 
The annual Holiday Party and Installation Dinner was held on December 8, 2009, and the turn-out was 
excellent!  Thanks to all who attended and to those who contributed raffle prizes.   

The festivities began with the Social Hour, of 
course. 

Later, everyone enjoyed a delicious dinner 
catered by the Overland Café.   

The dessert cupcakes were especially 
popular! 

WSA honored its members for their 
contributions.   
Left Wayne Brandow — Skipper of the Year, 
Right Sandy Canalis —Top Daysailor 

Swearing-in the 2010 WSA Board. 2009 Commodore Diane Larson is awarded the 
Blue Gavel burgee by her predecessors. 
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WSA & SCCYC to Host North U “Trim Clinic” — February 6, 2010 
By Kim Stuart, Education Director 

 

North U’s famous “trim clinic” will come to Marina del Rey on Saturday, Feb. 6, 2010, 
from 9am to 5pm at SCCYC.  The instructor is Andrew Kerr.  Andrew has been a head 
coach at the Boston Sailing Center, an assistant Director at Steve Colgate’s offshore 
sailing school in Tortola, BVI, and was an original member of the coaching staff of the 
J World sailing school in San Diego when it started in the winter of 1988. 
 
Andrew has also been a member of the coaching staff’s at the J World sailing schools 
in Annapolis, Newport, Rhode Island, and in Key West where he was also an instruc-
tor trainer at those locations.  Some of Andrew’s accomplishments include winning 
the J24 Nationals (six times), the J24 North American’s, the Santana 20 Nationals 
(five times), the J27 North American’s, US Sailing’s National Offshore championships , 
the Holder 20 Nationals, Block Island Race Week, and the SORC & Key West Race 
Week multiple times.  
 
WSA members attending the clinic get to do so at the discounted crew price of $85.  
Don’t miss this chance to get your 2010 sailing season off to a great start!. 
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Upcoming Calendar of Events 
January 2009 

 
 
 
 

February 2010 
 

6th Sat North U / WSA trim clinic; Champage Series #3 SBYRC;  

9th Tues WSA General Meeting 

20-21 Sat/Sun SCYA Midwinters 

23rd Tues WSA Board Meeting 

27th Sat Start Clinic SMWYC 

 Women’s Sailing Convention 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2010 ASMBYC calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays but they are NOT listed 

on this calendar. Contact Dianne Christman at  wsadaysails@gmail.com 
for up-to-date info! 

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

2nd Sat Malibu and return—DRYC 

9th Sat Champagne Series #1 SBYRC 

10th Sun Winter Sunset Series CYC 

12th Tues WSA General Meeting 

16-17 Sat/Sun WSA Race Clinic 

23rd Sat  Champagne Series #2 SBYRC 

26th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

Photos from WSA’s 2009 Holiday Boat Parade Preparations 

Many thanks to Lenny Tyminski for the use of “Alethia” and those who assisted with preparing 
WSA’s entry in this year’s Holiday Boat Parade!  Despite inclement weather the day of the parade, 
spirits were high and your efforts were rewarded with an award for “Best Organization.”  
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2010 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service pro-

grams; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

Commodore   
Susan Hernandez Araico 
commodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Vice Commodore  
Christina Tarantola 
vicecommodore@wsasmb.org  
 

Secretary  
Patricia Rose 
 

Treasurer 
Fred Rossmeissl 
treasurer@wsasmb.org 
 

Junior Staff Commodore   
Diane Larson 
jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain   
Coco Leigh & Bob Falisey 
fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org 
 

Race Chair    
Mary Stuyvesant  
racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Co-Chairs   
Coco Leigh & Bob Falisey 
cruising@wsasmb.org 
 

Day Sail Chair   
Dianne Christman 

daysails@wsasmb.org or wsadaysails@gmail.com 

 
Skippers Liaison 
Karyn Jones 
skippers@wsasmb.org 

Education Director   
Kim Stuart 
education@wsasmb.org  

 
Social Director 
Janet Davis 
social@wsasmb.org  

 
Social Chair 
Kelly Weiss 

events@wsasmb.org  

 
Membership Chair  
Sharon Breitling 
membership@wsasmb.org  

 
Communications Director 
Michaela Draper 
communcations@wsasmb.org  

 
Publicity Chair 
Krystina Price 

pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors 
Sue Service & John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org  

 
Webmaster 
John Nelson 
webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian 
Sandra Canalis  


