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Meeting Agenda for June 11, 2013 

6:30 pm—Social Hour 

7:30 pm—Light snack and business meeting 

8:00 pm—Program begins: Allie Blecher: Her road to Rio and the 

2016 Olympics 

 

It must be sailing season! WSA’s Karyn Jones goes up the mast of 
Outrageous to check things out before a WSA day sail.   (Photo by 
Mike Gitchell 

 
 
 

What’s in the 
wind… 
 
 

Cal Cup 
 
 
Cal Race Week  
 
 
City of Hope 
Charity Regatta 
 
 
General Meeting 
June 11 
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 Commodore’s Corner 

by Jennifer Zannelli 
 
‘Politeness has become so rare that 
some people mistake it for flirtation’  
 
I hope everyone is enjoying their 
summer and logging time on the water.  
Thanks to Wayne, Karyn and other 
skippers who are getting their boats 

out for our day sails – if you have not been on one yet, 
it’s the best 4 hours on a Sat or Sunday you can spend.  
Keep your eyes open for the emails from Dianne (if you 

think you aren’t receiving them, please let me know).  
 
With summer in full swing we need to start thinking 

about Linda Elias Memorial Women’s One Design 
(LEMWOD).  WSA has always sponsored an entry so if 
you are interested in being a skipper for the WSA entry, 
please reach out to our Race Chairs (Jen Arrington or 

Chris Tarantola) (racing@wsasmb.org) and they will 
work with you to get registered.  (See page 6) 

 
On Saturday, June 22nd, we will have our first 

Membership Drive of the year at SMWYC.  Diane, 
Monica, and Fritzie are hard at work getting people to 
attend, so any help is appreciated.  Please help get the 

(Continued on page 4) 

June Speakers: Olympic Hopeful Allie 
Blecher 
By Barbara Palmer, Education Director 

 
On June 11, come hear Allie Blecher, of 

the US Sailing team. Allie learned to sail at 
CYC when she was only 8 and started racing 
at age 11.  

She won her first sabot nationals at 12 
and went on to the CFJ 420 and Laser Radial classes. 
She ended her junior sailing career with a 3rd place 
finish at Laser Radial Worlds in 2006.  

After earning the top honors in college sailing, she 
decided it was time to follow her dream to the Olympic 
Games. She qualified for the US Sailing Team and has 
since been training hard to improve at the sport she 
loves.  

 
Our July meeting is our 
annual SUMMER 
PARTY.  No business 
meeting or guest 
speakers, just good food 
and fun as we enjoy the 
long summer nights in 
MdR 

Just a few of the WSA members who 
participated in this year’s City of Hope Regatta. 
More photos inside! 

 

Photo by Mike Gitchell 

 

Simone Shocklee and son, Kieran (London 
Pride), Bari Belcher (Like a Charm), Christine 
Perakis (Blue Moon), and Sue Purcell (Just Add 
Wine) were on our live-aboard panel in May. 

Photo by Sue Service 

“Gal Warnings” is always looking for photos 

and articles about WSA activities and our 
members! 

— Contact  Newsletter@WSASMB.org —  

Don’t forget! June 22nd WSA Open House 
Membership Drive — 10:30am at SMWYC.  
Contact membershipcommittee@wsasmb.org 
for info and see page 8. 

mailto:Newsletter@WSASMB.org
mailto:membershipcommittee@wsasmb.org?subject=June%2022nd%20open%20house%20for%20WSA
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Racing Report  
By Jennifer Arrington, Race Chair 

 
The 2013 Cal Race Week wrapped up this 
Sunday at CYC, with spectacular breeze 
and sunny skies, after a super choppy 
Saturday that left many wishing they had 
padded shorts. Full results, and some 
excellent action shots by Sam Haythorn can 

be found on the CYC Facebook page and at his website.  
What I found really exciting was the number of women, 

and WSA members out competing in the regatta. There 
were many boats with an all-guy crew, but, notably, 
several competitive boats had women at the helm, 
trimming spinnaker, jibing spin poles, and grinding in the 
jib in on weather legs.  

Dan McGanty’s daughter commanded the helm of the 
J/105, Aquabella. Chris Tarantola and Sue Service 
teamed up on Alice Leahey’s J/109, Grace O’Malley, and 
CYC Port Captain and competitive racer, Kellie Fennessey, 
trimmed jib aboard the J/109, Persistence. I had the 
pleasure of crewing for Denise and Mike George aboard 
their Martin 242, All In.  

It was really inspiring to see so many women racers 
out in the Bay, duking it out with the guys, everyone 
together in a very tight regatta.  

The future? The Berger-Stein series continues the 

weekend of June 7-8 with the Catalina layover regatta. 
This race is a full weekend of racing, feasting, camping 
out, and fun. It is not to be missed and is an excellent 
opportunity to try new roles on the boat, (it is a 6+hr 
race out to the island), and to learn new skills in a long 

distance race. Come out for the weekend, and don’t 
forget your marshmallows for the the fire-pit! 

 
You can keep up with all of WSA’s events by visiting 

www.WSASMB.org’s calendar page and learn about the 
summer’s regattas at the ASMBYC Calendar:  

http://www.asmbyc.org/calendar-2/ 

Photos from Cal Cup 2013 at Cal Yacht Club 
By John Nelson 

California Yacht Club’s Cal Cup Regatta is a southern California tradition and this year’s racing 
included Farr 40’s as well as the beautiful “West Coast 70’s,” like Santa Barbara YC’s “Taxi Dancer.” 
Racing was spirited and the after-race activities were exceptional.  

All In photo by Sam Haythorn 
http://www.samhaythornphotography.com/Sailing  

http://www.asmbyc.org/calendar-2/
http://www.samhaythornphotography.com/Sailing
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word out.   
 
This year the world will be celebrating the America’s 

Cup in SF so we have decided that our Summer Party in 
July will have an America’s Cup theme. Be prepared for 
trivia, games and more all around America’s Cup great 
history.  You may just walk away with your own 
America’s Cup trophy!   

 
See you on the water – Jennifer  
 

(Commodore’s Corner — Continued from page 2) 
 

Quantum Racing Clinic—June 8 
By Julie Coll 

The King Harbor Women's race fleet has organized a 
clinic on Spinnaker Trim!  The clinic is sponsored by 
Quantum Sails, and is open to men and women.   

You can register at the link below.  
http://www.regattanetwork.com/event/6732#_home 
 
Call or email Julie Coll if you have any questions. 

Mobile 818-268-4740 or julie@moonrisedesigns.com 
 
 

Memorial Service for Ron Offerman 
Many of you may have known Santa Monica 

Windjammers YC Staff Commodore Ron Offerman - he 
and his wife Marty were also past members of WSA.  
Sadly, Ron passed away on May 1. The following is a 
message from current SMWYC Commodore Charlene 
Perron:  

“We have scheduled a 'Celebration of Life' service for 
Ron Offerman for Saturday, July 20th at 1:00. If we can 
get enough boats to take people out on the water to 
scatter his ashes, that would be great. Please let Mary 
Anne Mendel (mamendel@gmail.com, or (562-694-
3205)) know. We would do this before 1:00, and we will 
let you know.” 

WSA 2013 Cruise Schedule 
By Jeannea Jordon, Cruise Chair 

 
For more information about cruises 
contact cruising@wsasmb.org 
 

June 11th MdR to Dana Point 
Harbor  

June 12th Dana Point to San Diego  
June 13-15th in San Diego  
June 16 depart San Diego for Ensenada, Mex  
June 17-20th Ensenada, Mex. 
June 21 depart Ensenada for San Diego 

June 22 depart San Diego for Dana Point 
June 23 Dana Point to MdR 

July 4-5 Redondo Beach, King Harbor Race boats/
lunch Cruisers/overnight Fireworks Display 
July 17-21 Santa Barbara Island, Cat Harbor 
Adventure Sail 
Aug 14-18 Isthmus, Catalina Island swimming, 
kayaking, hiking 

Aug 30 MdR to Santa Cruz Island 5 days exploring 
different anchorages 
Sept 4  Santa Cruz Island to MdR some boats will sail 
directly to Santa Barbara or Ventura for a crew 
change 

Sept 5 Ventura to Santa Barbara Weekend in Santa 
Barbara 
Sept 8 Santa Barbara to Ventura  
Sept 9 Ventura to MdR  
Oct 10-13 Isthmus, Catalina Island swimming, 
kayaking, hiking 

Nov 2 Redondo Beach King Harbor Lunch Cruise 

 
Editors’ Note:  
 
Some of you may have noticed the WSA website 

looking a bit “odd” at times. This is due to hackers, 
that nasty breed of pests who misuse their knowledge 
and skills instead of putting them to productive use.   

The webmasters are currently sorting through the 
website code, looking for the holes used by these 
vermin, and working with our hosting service, as well.  

 
Thank you for your patience!   

Have you got your WSA gear yet? Don’t delay! 
Go to http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/ today and 
place your order. 

mailto:cruising@wsasmb.org
http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/
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 WSA is Recruiting Skippers for Linda 
Elias Memorial Women’s One Design 
Regatta Entries 

Sponsored by the Long Beach Yacht Club and the Long 
Beach WSA, this year’s regatta will be held October 19-20, 
2013.  WSA of Santa Monica Bay has annually sponsored 
one or two entries to promote women's sailing and create 
opportunities for both existing members and potential 
members.  

WSA of SMB plans to budget funding for up to 50% of 
the cost for up to two entries, including boat charter and 
entry fee. The skipper and/or crew will need to fund the 
remaining balance of the boat charter and entry fees, the 
damage deposit and any incidentals. Final decision on 
funding will be at the sole discretion of the board.  

Interested skippers must submit a written request, 
including the skipper’s racing resume, to the WSA board. 
No requests will be considered after 15 August. Only 
applications from current WSA members will be 
considered. More information about the WSA of SMB, 

including a membership application, can be found at 
www.wsasmb.org. Requests for funding can be mailed to 
The Women’s Sailing Association of Santa Monica Bay, PO 
Box 10034, Marina del Rey CA, 90295. 

The WSA board will evaluate requests based on the 
following factors:  

The skipper's overall sailing experience.   
The skipper's racing history in terms of number of races 
entered and overall record.  
The skipper's ability to recruit and train crew. 
Requests for funding will be reviewed at each month’s 

board meeting, beginning with the April board meeting. 
Skippers accepted for funding will be notified on the 30th 
of that month. Requests that are not accepted at a 
monthly board meeting are held over to be reviewed in 
upcoming board meetings, along with any newly received 
requests.  

Final authorization for funding from the WSA is 
contingent upon approval of the skipper(s) by the Long 
Beach Yacht Club Sailing Foundation, the organization 
administering control of the boats used in this regatta. 

The skipper is entirely in charge of who will be on her 
crew, with the sole proviso that all crew members be 
members of the WSA at the time of the regatta. Skippers 
who have been accepted for funding by the WSA board 
will be announced to the general membership by email 
announcement, in the following month’s newsletter, and 
at the following month’s general meeting. WSA members 
are encouraged to contact skippers in order to possibly 
obtain a crew position. 

Further information about the regatta 
can be obtained from www.lbyc.org.  
WSA guidelines can be found at: http://
wsasmb.org/LEMWODGuide.html  

City of Hope Regatta Report 
By Monica Morell 

The City of Hope Regatta 
on May 22nd was another 
wonderful experience for 
the Women’s Sailing 
Association. George 
Maronich was kind enough 
to volunteer his beautiful 
Catalina 42, My Time 2, 

for us to race and with a crew of seven WSA members we 
were more than prepared for victory.  

This was my second race and my first race with such a 

large crew. The weather was perfect, our team was 
prepared, and the morning could not have started any 
better.  

We secured our flags and began to make sail. As a new 
sailor, I was not the first to be assigned a position, but 
those who were assigned handled their positions 
effortlessly.  Everyone was working, even if they were just 

shifting their weight around the boat. Everyone is always 
working when racing.  

After the race we all went back to the yacht club for a 
post-race celebration.  Everyone was in high spirits, not 
just for their finishes, but also for the money that the 
racing raised to fight cancer.   

Every team donated to the cause, raising more than 

$2,000. Our crew alone donated $550 and WSA raised 
another $200! Great work team! 

When reflecting on our race and what I have learned, I 
believe communication is the key for success.  Whether 
you are sailing a small boat or a 42’ Catalina, 
communication amongst the team is imperative to having 
a safe, yet fun race.  

Thank you to George once again for his generosity and 
thank you to the crew for sharing with me such a 
memorable experience. (More photos on page 7) 

What have you got stowed in 
that garage or locker that 
could help local sailing and 
sailors? 

 
The Santa Monica Bay Sailing 
Foundation takes your unwanted 
items (sailing-oriented and 
otherwise) and turns them into 
funding for local sailing (youth and 

adult), safe boating instruction, and community outreach 

programs.  You can also donate every time your shop at 
Ralphs — at NO cost to you!  Just register your Ralphs 
Rewards card and the Ralphs Community Contribution 
Program will donate a portion of your shopping bills to 
the Foundation Visit http://www.smbsf.org/Donations/
index.htm#ralphs for complete details.  

http://www.wsasmb.org/
http://www.lbyc.org/
http://wsasmb.org/LEMWODGuide.html
http://wsasmb.org/LEMWODGuide.html
http://www.smbsf.org/Donations/index.htm#ralphs
http://www.smbsf.org/Donations/index.htm#ralphs
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 Cal Race Week 2013 
Photos by Sue Service 

Christina Tarantola and Michaela Draper 
aboard Alice Leahey’s J/109, Grace O’Malley.  

RC volunteers, Nora Feddal and Diane Larson, 
at the dock after Saturday’s racing. 

Sue Service, Christina, Marylyn Hoenemeyer, and Jennifer Arrington 
get “psyched” on day one of Cal Race Week. 

Competitors inbound on Saturday afternoon. 
Photo by John Nelson 

Pendragon 
Photo by John Nelson 
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 Photos from the City of Hope Regatta 
by Mike Gitchell  

 

Wayne Brandow and crew brought Agua 
Cheetah to the dance for some great 
sailing.  

 

Agua Cheetah enjoys a final reach inside 
the harbor. 

George Maronich and crew on My Time 2   

My Time 2 coming home. 

My Time 2 in the hunt. 

Agua Cheetah nears the windward mark. 
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WSA New Member Open House- June 22 
 

We need the help of all members to spread the word about WSA's new member open house on 
Saturday, June 22.  The event will be hosted by and held at Santa Monica Windjammers Yacht 
Club, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey, starting at 10:30 AM.   

 
Anyone who attends and joins at this event is able to take advantage of the $50 membership fee 
for remainder of year, which normally starts July 1.   

 
In addition, we need volunteers to help us at the event.  There will be an introduction to WSA 
where existing members can share their experiences and help explain the many great offerings 

of our club to prospective members.   
 
Also, we need existing members with some sailing experience to join on 
the day sail portion to assist our skippers.  If you can help out that day or 

have any questions, please email membershipcommittee@wsasmb.org. 
 
We greatly appreciate your support! 

mailto:membershipcommittee@wsasmb.org?subject=June%2022nd%20open%20house%20for%20WSA
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Upcoming Calendar of Events 
 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2013 ASMBYC Calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays, but they are NOT listed on 

this calendar. Contact Dianne Christman at wsadaysails@gmail.com for up-to-
date information or visit WSA’s calendar at our website! 

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

July 2013 

July 4-5 WSA Cruise to Redondo Beach / King Harbor 

5th Friday MdR to San Diego Race—SMWYC 

9th Tues WSA General Meeting 

13th Sat Tom Collier Regatta For Hope—KHYC 

14th Sun WSA Race Clinic 

17th-21rst WSA Adventure Cruise—Santa Barbara Cat Harbor 

20-21 Sat/Sun One Design Weekend—SCCYC 

23rd Tues WSA Board Meeting 

26th Fri Santa Barbara—King Harbor SBYC/KHYC 

June 2013 

1-2 Sat/Sun Cal Race Week—CYC 

8-9 Sat/Sun Catalina Layover Berger/Stein #4/5 DRYC 

11th Tues WSA General Meeting 

11th Tues WSA Cruise MdR to Dana Point 

12th Weds WSA Cruise Dana Point to San Diego 

16th Mon WSA Cruise to Ensenada 

21rst Fri WSA Cruise Ensenada to San Diego 

22nd Sat WSA Cruise San Diego to Dana Point 

22nd Sat WSA Membership Drive Open House at SMWYC 

23rd Sun WSA Cruise Dana Point to MdR 

25th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

http://www.asmbyc.org/
mailto:wsadaysails@gmail.com
http://www.wsasmb.org/
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2013 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 
Commodore:  Jennifer Zannelli         Vice Commodore:  Mary Ho 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Barbara Palmer      Secretary:  Carey Meredith 
education@wsasmb.org             secretary@wsasmb.org 
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Jr Staff Commodore:  Coco Leigh 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Christina Tarantola       Race Co-Chairs: - Christina Tarantola/Jennifer Arrington 

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Chair:  Jeannea Jordan         Day Sail Chair:  Dianne Christman 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb.org 

 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  OPEN! 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Social Co-Chairs:  Kelly Weiss/Fritze Rodic    Membership Chair:  Sharon Breitling 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director:  Debbie Feinerman   Publicity Co-Chairs:  Monica Hirtreiter/Beth Steffen  

communications@wsasmb.org           pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Mike Gitchell 
 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

WSA—on the water since 1985! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service pro-

grams; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
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