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Meeting Agenda for April 8, 2014 

6:30 pm—Social Hour 

7:30 pm—Light supper and business meeting 

8:00 pm—Speaker: Bill Herrschaft of North Sails 

APRIL’S MEETING WILL BE HELD AT SCCYC… No Foolin’! 

 

Cruise co-chair Melody is up the mast, so it must be spring and time 
for some sailing. Check out the story and photos from the King 
Harbor Cruise starting on page 3. 

Photo by Barbara C. Morris 
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 Commodore’s Corner 

by Mary Ho 
Since 2000, volunteers from Santa 
Monica Windjammers Yacht Club have 
been sponsoring the now-annual City 
of Hope Weekend Fundraiser, which 
includes the City of Hope Charity 
Regatta. The proceeds from the 
weekend’s fundraising events are given 

to the City of Hope cancer hospital to support cancer 
research and treatment. The event will be a joint effort 
between Santa Monica Windjammers Yacht Club, and 
Del Rey Yacht Club.  

One of the events is the popular crab feast and 
auction. This year, it will be held at Del Rey Yacht Club 
on Saturday, May 17th. The dinner is $75 per person if 
purchased before April 30th and $85 per person after 
that date. 

The regatta will be held on Sunday, May 18th. There 
are several options available to enjoy and participate in 

this event. You can buy an observer’s seat on a 
comfortable powerboat for $45. Or you can buy a spot 
crewing on a Catalina 42 that is racing in the regatta for 
$35. Or even better yet, join WSA’s racing team and we 
make the donation!   

You don’t need to be a racer, or even have any racing 
skills — all sailing levels are welcome. We can pretty 

(Continued on page 4) 

March Meeting 
By Sharlyn Harley, Education Director 

Our April speaker is Bill 
Herrschaft of North Sails. Bill 
started with North Sails in 
1989. He currently specializes 
in the Santa Cruz 70 offshore racing class, 
blue water cruising boats, local Farr 40’s, 
and PHRF club racers. In the past Bill was 

an avid small boat sailor, winning the Coronado 15 
Nationals in 1979, Santana 20 Nationals in 1978 and 
1979, and the MORC Internationals on Lake Ontario in 
1983. Bill learned sailmaking by building one design sails 

in a garage sail loft, racing re-cutting, and fine tuning 
sail shapes himself.  

 
 

For May, our speaker will be Judy-Rae 
Karlsen, the Association of San Pedro Bay 
Yacht Club's 2014 Yachtswoman of the 
Year. Judy-Rae will speak to the group 
about upcoming races and sailing events 
for woman (and men).  

You may recall that in 2012, Judy-Rae was the 
recipient of the Peggy Slater Memorial Award. Her 
presentations are always entertaining and informative, 
so don't miss it!  

Several WSA members took a beautiful cruise 
to King Harbor in mid-March and enjoyed the 
hospitality of the King Harbor Y.C. 

Photo by Barbara C. Morris 

 

Maria Langford and Cloyd Milton enjoy 
a stroll along Redondo Beach.  

Photo by Barbara C. Morris 

“Gal Warnings” is always looking for photos 

and articles about WSA activities and our 
members! 

— Contact  Newsletter@WSASMB.org —  

Click below to join WSASMB on Facebook!  

mailto:Newsletter@WSASMB.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/59487422285/
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WSA RACING  
By Jana Davis, Race Chair 

  
It’s that time of year when racing clinics 
ABOUND to get racers ready for the MdR 
racing season.  If you are a racer or racer-
wanna-be looking for contacts, you’ll want to 
add to your calendar a few events coming  
soon.  

There is the Sunset Series seminar being held by CYC 
on April 9th.  The Sunset series kicks off on Wednesday 
April 16th, and is a great way to beat the mid-week 
blues.  So GET ON A BOAT! 

Another great opportunity is the SMWYC starting clinic 
on April 5th.  SMWYC has graciously invited WSA 
members to participate in the event: http://
www.regattanetwork.com/event/8156. This great event is 
for both novice and experienced sailors.  There will be 
morning chalk talk starting at 10am for starting rules and 
strategies and then on-the-water practice for starting 
sequences form 1-3pm.   Whether you are a skipper 
looking for crew or crew looking for a skipper, you can 
sign up online and come take part. 

 
April 19th is also the King Harbor "She Devil Regatta." 

As the “Women’s Sailing Association,” I can’t think of a 
better event to kick off the season so let’s get a boat 

down to King Harbor.  http://www.khyc.org/racing/
index.htm 

 
I’d also like you all to put on the calendar the Regatta 

for Hope (formerly City of Hope Regatta) which will be 
held on Sunday May 18th, sponsored by SMWYC and 
DYRC.  The Regatta for Hope is designed as a fun race 
with elements of a slalom course with multiple marks and 
is for both Racer and Cruiser/Novice classes. In years 
past WSA has had at least one entry into this great event.  
I’d like to see us have MULTIPLE entries and continue to 
make this regatta a chance to get our newest racers out 
on the water.  So we are looking for skippers willing to fill 
in their crew with WSA members.  

 
Know anyone who's interested in racing? Get the full 

scoop and register at http://www.sbyrc.org/intro-to-
sailboat-racing/ 

The more boats out racing in the Marina the more fun, 
so if you are at all interested, this is a great opportunity 
to check it out and get on the water.  

As a reminder, we will be teaming up with SWYMC for 
another race clinic on April 5th, a nice segue from this 
clinic mentioned above, as we'll be go over the all-
important RACE STARTS.  More details to be sent as they 
become available.   

But plan on a full day of fun April 5th! See you on the 
water! 

KING HARBOR CRUISE 
by Carolyn Allport—Photos by Barbara C. Morris 

 
It was my first cruise with the WSA. I hadn’t seen 

sailing in awhile and was worried about my skills. For ten 
years I had sailed on a Corsair F31 in New England 
waters — Buzzards Bay, Martha’s Vineyard, Block Island, 
Maine — summer cruises with other F-boats, with my 
husband and young son. I loved exploring new places — 
the friends I’d made, the Happy Hours and shared meals 
in the evenings.  

But now I no longer have the boat or the husband. And 
to tell the truth, he hadn’t been an exactly encouraging 
teacher — somewhere between Captains Ahab and Bligh, 
I’d say. I’d had little previous sailing experience, and very 
limited opportunity for hands-on classes (Arizona not 
being known for its oceans) and my confidence was not 
exactly high, especially when it came to my rare turns at 
the tiller. So I was worried. Would I survive a WSA 
cruise? Would the boat?  

First, I signed up for a day sail with Jeannea.  I was 
impressed, to say the least. And when she encouraged 
me to sign up for the first cruise of the season, on 
Melody Kanschat’s Harmony, I did.  

I upgraded my gear — new boat shoes, new gloves, 
went crazy at Trader Joe’s fulfilling my assigned snack 
duty. The Girl Scouts were outside, so I added that to the 
provisions. If my sailing skills fail, at least I could offer 
Thin Mints.  

On the dock I met Stephanie Powell, another newbie to 
WSA, Melody, Barbara Morris and Mike Gitchell, whom I 
had met working (and dancing!) on George’s boat for the 
Boat Parade. We stowed the food and gear, had a tour of 
the boat, a safety briefing and cast off.  

It was a beautiful, clear blue-sky day, but halfway there 
we lost the wind. Oh, no! Stephanie, our onboard Latin 
teacher, supplied the perfect motto: Remis velisque.  

(Continued on page 5) 

http://www.sbyrc.org/intro-to-sailboat-racing/
http://www.sbyrc.org/intro-to-sailboat-racing/
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much guarantee that you will have a great time… and it 
is all for charity (which makes it even better)!  

If you are interested in joining the WSA team for this 

regatta, contact Race Chair Jana Davis at 
racing@wsasmb.org.   

Those interested in an observer’s spot or racing on 
another boat can contact Norm Perron at 
regattaforhope2014@gmail.com or 424-222-9205.   

Those interested in joining the crab feast can register 
online at http://www.cityofhope.org/crabfeast.   

 
 

 

OUR APRIL MEETING WILL BE AT SCCYC 
 
Due to a schedule conflict, we will be unable to 
meet at SMWYC in April.  

 
South Coast Corinthian YC has graciously offered to 

help us out.  SCCYC is located at 13445 Mindanao Way, 
Marina del Rey. There is ample parking, but a SCCYC 
“permit” is needed and this will be provided upon your 
arrival. An email prior to the meeting date will be sent 
reminding us all of the venue change. Thanks!  

(Commodore’s Corner — Continued from page 2) 
 

 
Have you got your WSA gear yet? 

Don't delay! 
 
Go to http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/ today and 
place your order. 

WSA is Recruiting Skippers for the 
Women’s One Design Linda Elias 
Memorial Regatta 

 
The Women’s One Design Regatta is sponsored by the 

Long Beach Yacht Club and the Long Beach WSA and 

will be held October 18-19, 2014.  WSA of Santa Monica 
Bay has annually sponsored one or two entries to 
promote women's sailing and create opportunities for 
both existing members and potential members.  

WSA of SMB plans to budget funding for up to 50% of 
the cost for up to two entries, including boat charter and 
entry fee. The skipper and/or crew will need to fund the 

remaining balance of the boat charter and entry fees, 
the damage deposit and any incidentals. Final decision 
on funding will be at the sole discretion of the board.  

Interested skippers must submit a written request, 
including the skipper’s racing resume, to the WSA board. 
No requests will be considered after 15 August. Only 
applications from current WSA members will be 

considered. More information about the WSA, including a 
membership application, can be found at 
www.wsasmb.org. Requests for funding can be mailed 
to The Women’s Sailing Association of Santa Monica Bay, 
PO Box 10034, Marina del Rey CA, 90295. 

The WSA board will evaluate requests based on the 

following factors:  
The skipper's overall sailing experience.   
The skipper's racing history in terms of number of 
races entered and overall record.  
The skipper's ability to recruit and train crew. 
Requests for funding will be reviewed at each month’s 

board meeting, beginning with the April meeting. 
Skippers accepted for funding will be notified on the 
30th of that month. Requests that are not accepted at a 
board meeting are held over to be reviewed in upcoming 
board meetings, along with any newly received requests.  

Final authorization for funding from the WSA is 
contingent upon approval of the skipper(s) by the Long 
Beach Yacht Club Sailing Foundation, the organization 
administering control of the boats used in this regatta. 

The skipper is entirely in charge of who will be on her 
crew, with the sole proviso that all crew members be 
members of the WSA at the time of the regatta. Skippers 
who have been accepted for funding will be announced 
to the general membership by email and in the following 
month’s newsletter, and at the following month’s general 

meeting. WSA members are encouraged to contact 
skippers in order to possibly obtain a crew position. 

 
Further information about the regatta, visit 

www.lbyc.org. and http://wsasmb.org/racing/ 

mailto:racing@wsasmb.org
mailto:regattaforhope2014@gmail.com
http://www.cityofhope.org/crabfeast
http://www.wsasmb.org
http://www.lbyc.org
http://wsasmb.org/racing/
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With oars and sails, it means doing everything one can. 
In our case, motor velisque. With motor and sails we 
made it in time for our lunch reservation at King Harbor 

Yacht Club.  
We glided up to the 
club’s guest docks 
with fellow cruisers on 
Mad Madeline and 
Chekkerrs. Easy—no 
Med mooring! Turned 
out they had finished 
putting out the docks 
only half an hour 
before our arrival.  

We had lunch on one end of the sunny terrace while at 
the other end enormous cauldrons bubbled with corned 
beef and cabbage for the evening’s St. Patrick dinner. We 
had voted to forgo that (despite the green beer) for a 
“Movie Night” aboard Harmony.  

After lunch we could explore. 
Kayaking? Jeannea had an 
inflatable and we rented others 
from the club and set off to check 
out the rest of the harbor and the 
sea lions. Remis only.  

Then it was time for Happy Hour. No green beer, we 
had “St. Patrickas” — Melody’s green margaritas — with 
an array of fabulous snacks, watching the sunset from 
Cloyd’s boat  

A wicked rumor about fish tacos led us to the KHYC 
bar. The tacos were absent (probably due to old St. 
Patrick), but the view was gorgeous from the second 
floor. Barbara organized a pizza order, which included an 
everything with anchovies. I knew then that these were 
definitely my kind of people.  

While we waited 
for the pizza, 
Melody arranged 
us for the movie, 
stowing the ten of 
us one-by-one 
until we all fit 
comfortably 
aboard Harmony. 
Quite a feat. She’d 
brought quite a 
few choices, taken 

a vote. Whether the election was fair or not, everyone 
was happy, passing around pizza and wine, watching “20 
Feet From Stardom.” No one was 20’ from anything in 
that cabin!  

Sunday was a fabulous breakfast burrito spread aboard 
Chekkerrs: bacon, scrambled eggs, guacamole and more, 

as well as fresh pears and berries. Thank you cooks 
Barbara, Diane, Maria! 

Because of the seawall, you can’t see the beach just 
north of the harbor, but after breakfast we “discovered” 
it, walking as far as the pier past families enjoying perfect 
Sunday weather, taking pictures of our happy group, and 
then back.  

A little more kayaking, and then it was time to sail 
home. Stephanie and Mike had left earlier. I knew I 
would have to step up with just the three of us on 
Harmony. I prayed for the blessing of St. Patrick and the 
luck of the shamrock, but it was Melody’s clear 
instructions that did the trick. I began to think I did know 
some things after all, and could learn the rest.  

I had been at the helm for awhile, holding the course 
we’d been on, when I noticed we were losing a little 
speed. I could get more wind, I thought, if I headed up. I 
looked at Melody who said, “You can change course, you 
know.”  Really, I thought. Then it came to me. “I was 
afraid to,” I told her. “I’ve been sailing in shoals and 
rocks and sudden shallows. With someone who expected 
me to hit every one!” She laughed. “You’re in deep water 
now.” I changed course, she fine-tuned the sail, we 
picked up speed.  

Barbara was 
napping on deck 
and Melody went 
below to make 
guacamole. “I have 
complete 
confidence in you,” 
she told me.  

I stood there, 

happy as a clam. 
Wow, I thought. This is what WSA is all about. Velis 
hortatisque. With sails and encouragement. 

As for the Thin Mints. That’s another story for my next 
cruise. Thank you Melody! And thanks, Jeannea, and all 
my fellow cruisers on this wonderful trip!  

(King Harbor YC Cruise—Continued from page 3) 
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Date Destination Highlight/Activity 
Apr 17-20 Isthmus, Catalina Island Easter Cruise, make hats, hike, dinghy, 

kayak, beach bar-b-que 

May 22-26 Avalon, Catalina Island Miniature golf, zip line, bar hop, hike, 
snorkel, swim, dinghy, kayak 

Jun 12-15 Isthmus, Catalina Island Hike, snorkel, swim, dinghy, kayak, beach 
bar-b-que 

Jul 2 
Jul 3 
Jul 4-6 
Jul 7 
Jul 8-10 
Jul 11 
Jul 12 
Jul 13 
Jul 14 

MDR to Dana Point 
Dana Point to San Diego 
San Diego Harbor 
San Diego to Ensenada 
Ensenada 
Ense. to  Santo Todos Santo 
Todas  to San Diego 
San Diego to Dana Point 
Dana Point to MDR 

  
  
Fireworks on SD Bay, sight see 
Sight see/wine tour/eat Anchor out under 
the Mexican stars 
  

Aug 13-17 Isthmus, Catalina Island Swim, swim, swim and dinghy too 

Sep 9 
Sep 10 
Sep 11 
Sep 12-14 
Sep 15 
Sep 16 
Sep 17 

MDR To CI Harbor 
Channel Islands Harbor 
CI Harbor to S. Cruz Island 
Santa Cruz Island 
S.C. Island to Ventura 
Ventura Harbor 
Ventura to MDR 

  
Shop, walk, visit 
Visit Willows and Prisoners 
 
Shop, eat, visit 

Oct 16-19 Isthmus, Catalina Island Kayak, Hike, Dinghy, Bar-b-que 

Nov 7-9* San Pedro Harbor Sight see, Trolley ride, eat 
 

* indicates a cruise particularly suitable for new sailors 

WSA 2014 Cruise Schedule 
By Melody Kanschat and Jeannea Jordan 
 

 

 
Come Cruising with WSA! 
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Upcoming Calendar of Events 
 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2014 ASMBYC Calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays, but they are NOT listed on 

this calendar.  

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

May 2014 

1st Thurs Sunstroke Series begins (thru 8/28) - SCCYC 

3rd Sat Berger/Stein #3 Pt Dume—DRYC 

13th Tues WSA General Meeting 

16th Fri Sundown Series #1—DRYC 

18th Sun Regatta for Hope (City of Hope) - SMWYC/DRYC 

22-26th WSA Cruise to Avalon 

24-25 Sat/Sun Corinthian Cup SCCYC/RBYC 

27th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

31 May-1 June Cal Race Week—CYC 

April 2014 

2nd Wed Sunset Series Cruising Class Seminar—CYC 

5th Sat WSA Race Clinic 

6th Sun Malibu Zig Zag—CYC 

8th Tues WSA General Meeting 

9th Wed Sunset Series Seminar—CYC 

12-13 Sat/Sun Spring Invitational—CYC 

16th Wed Sunset Series begins 

17-20th WSA Cruise to the Isthmus at Catalina 

19th Sat She Devil Regatta—KHYC 

22nd Tues WSA Board Meeting 

25th Friday Newport to Ensenada start 

DON’T FORGET! 
WSA’S APRIL 8TH MEETING WILL BE HELD AT SOUTH 
COAST CORINTHIAN Y.C., 13445 MINDANAO WAY.  An 
email with more details will hit your mailbox later this week. 

http://www.asmbyc.org/
http://www.wsasmb.org/
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2014 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 
Commodore:  Mary Ho            Vice Commodore:  Debbie Feinerman 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Sharlyn Harley       Secretary:  Carey Meredith 
education@wsasmb.org             secretary@wsasmb.org 
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Jr Staff Commodore:  Jennifer Zannelli 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Melody Kanschat        Race Chair: - Jana Davis 

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Co-Chairs:  Melody Kanschat/Jeannea Jordan    Day Sail Chair:  open 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb.org 

 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  Mary Jo O’Neill 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Social Co-Chairs:  Fritze Rodic         Membership Chair:  Monica Morrell 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director:  Christina Tarantola   Publicity Chair:  Katherine Wu  
communications@wsasmb.org           pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Mike Gitchell 
 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

WSA—on the water since 1985! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service pro-

grams; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:education@wsasmb.org
mailto:secretary@wsasmb.org
mailto:treasurer@wsasmb.org
mailto:jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org
mailto:racing@wsasmb.org
mailto:cruising@wsasmb.org
mailto:daysails@wsasmb
mailto:skippers@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:events@wsasmb.org
mailto:events@wsasmb.org
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mailto:membership@wsasmb.org
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