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Meeting Agenda for December 9, 2014 

 

6:30 pm Holiday Party and Installation of 2015 Board of Directors 

Location: Santa Monica Windjammers YC, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey 

  
 
 

What’s in the 
wind… 
 
 

Commodore’s 
Corner 
 
 
San Pedro Cruise 
Report and 
Photos 
 
 
Holiday Party 
and Installation 
Dinner 
 
 
Membership 
Renewal News 
 
 
January 2015 
Schedule of 
Events 
 
 
 

When you make as many voyages as Jeannea and Chekkerrs made 

in 2014, boat maintenance is a priority. Sometimes that means a 
trip up the mast.  
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 Commodore’s Corner 
by Mary Ho 

Reflections on 2014 
 

On Tuesday, December 11, I will step 
down as Commodore, while our Vice 

Commodore Debbie Feinerman will 
assume the position of WSA 

Commodore for 2015. This has been a 

good year and I feel privileged to have 
been able to serve as your commodore.   

As commodorein 2014, my goal was to keep the ship 
pointed in the right direction. And to hit as few bumps 

as possible! We conducted several race clinics (thanks 

Jana Davis, instructors, and all our generous boat-
owners), entered a WSA team in the City of Hope 

regatta, and entered a WSA team in the Women’s One-
Design regatta (LEMWOD).  

We had many cruising trips, short and extended, 
courtesy of the fabulous planning of our cruise co-chairs, 

Jeannea Jordan and Melody Kanschat, and the 

participation of boat-owning members. There were also 
many day-sails, thanks to our volunteer skippers: John 

and Fran Melville, Jeanne Dominguez, Jeannea Jordan, 
Melody Kanschat, Hans Kosten, Cloyd Milton, George 

Maronich, Sam and Ruth Wagner, Rosalie and Gary 

Green, Karyn Jones, and Marsha Vifquain.  

(Continued on page 3) 

December Meeting 
By Sharlyn Harley, Education Director 

 
In December we will have our annual 

Holiday Dinner and Installation of the 2015 
Commodore and Board of Directors.  Don’t miss it!  See 

page 3 for more details. 
For our January 13th meeting, Jeannea Jordan will go 

over the cruises she and Melody organized throughout 
the year. Her presentation will include a slide show of 

the places they traveled, as well as the many stories 

behind them. She will also discuss some of the 
upcoming trips for 2015.  

 
 

Don’t forget to renew your membership 
for 2015!  
 

Membership dues for 2015 are $120.  Online renewal 

is easy. Visit us at wsasmb.org and click on Join Today! 

If you prefer, you can mail your renewal to us at 
Women’s Sailing Association of Santa Monica Bay, P.O. 

Box 10034, Marina del Rey, CA 90295.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact 
Communications Director Christina Tarantola 

at communications@wsasmb.org.  
http://wsasmb.org/membership/ 

 

WSA cruising season concluded with a weekend 

voyage to San Pedro. Read all about it inside! 

 

Did someone say “day-sailing?” Thanks to 

our members who own a boat, WSA day-sails 

are a regular feature of belonging to WSA.  

“Gal Warnings” is always looking for photos 
and articles about WSA activities and our 
members! 

— Contact  Newsletter@WSASMB.org —  

Click below to join WSASMB on Facebook!  

http://wsasmb.org/membership/
mailto:mailto:Newsletter@WSASMB.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/59487422285/
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I would like to thank the Board, especially Vice 

Commodore Debbie Feinerman for her help.  I’d also like 
to thank Sue Service for her help in coming up with 

topics for my monthly column and Chris Tarantola for all 

the advice and encouragement. For 2015, my new 
position will be Junior Staff Commodore. I will also be 

continuing as Daysail Chair. I hope everyone had a great 
year, and I look forward to 2015 with WSA. 

 

 
‘Tis the Season: Installation Dinner and 
Holiday Party 
By Debbie Feinerman  

We have so much happening in the coming weeks!  In 

addition to the Marina del Rey Holiday boat parade, 
which is right around the corner (see participation 

opportunities on page 4), WSA will install its 2015 board 

and officers, announce the Marilyn Butefish award 
winner, and reflect on its 2014 accomplishments at its 

general meeting on December 9. Don’t miss out on what 
is sure to be a fun and festive event. A Mediterranean 

feast and good cheer await us and incoming Vice 

Commodore Melody Kanschat promises some special 
raffle prizes. 

(Commodore’s Corner — Continued from page 2) 
 

    

Racing at WSA — A look back 
By Race Chair Jana Davis 

Looking back on racing in 2014, I am thankful 

for many people and things…  
Karyn Jones led the WSA crew in a successful 

LEMWOD, was part of the Women on the 

Water (WOW) winning vessel, and still had 
time to lead a very popular WSA Race Clinic 

focusing on downwind trim.  
We had George Maronich, who opened his beautiful 

boat My Time 3 to a bunch of beginners to represent 
WSA in the Charity for Hope Regatta, and Fran Weber, 

who navigated more than just a race course in her boat 

crewed by new racers in the WOW (look for the 
members of that crew to be TOUGH competition in 

2015, especially in the realm of navigation). 
Then there are Christina Tarantola and Sue Service, 

who co-chaired one of the highlights of Marina del Rey 

women’s racing — the Women at the Helm/Women on 
the Water Regatta. The WOW /WAH is a collaborative 

effort with many local clubs, but doesn’t happen without 
those willing to lead the way. (So get involved!) We also 

joined forces with DYRC for the North U Seminar on 
racing tactics as well as a race committee and race start 

clinic with SMWYC. Whew! 

My goal of this year was to get more people involved 

and excited about races in the area with clinics and 

events where skippers welcomed all skill levels on board. 
So nothing makes me more proud than to know a 2014 

WSA new member looks to step into this chair next year.  
While we wrap up another successful season for our 

WSA racing members, there’s no time to rest. Looking 

ahead to 2015, the first on your calendar should be the 
Berger/Stein series #1 titled ―Malibu and Return.‖ The 

first of this five-series event happens on Saturday 
January 3. What a better way to start the racing year! 

Check out DYRC’s website for more details. 
Also in January, we are working with SMWYC for what 

I hope can be an annual Race Committee Training 

Seminar led by Steve Potter. This seminar is a GREAT 
way to start your minds thinking about racing and what 

all is involved in running a race. It’s a great opportunity 
again for racers of all experience levels to learn and 

share. 

Looking forward to 
seeing you ALL on the 

water in 2015, especially 
the regatta on August 22 

and 23! (Umm… did I 
mention the WOW/WAH?!? 

Yes, those are the August 

dates that I hope you are 
now writing in your calendar). 

Come celebrate with WSA to thank the outgoing board 

and welcome the new group. You must sign up in 
advance for this event – go to wsasmb.org for more 

information.  Your $30 ticket includes this special dinner 
and a raffle ticket.  Don’t delay! 

 

 

 
Have you got your WSA gear yet? We have it… 
Go to http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/ today and 
place your order. 
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Marina del Rey is turning 50! 
 

Now that Thanksgiving is over, it’s time to turn our 

thoughts to another annual ritual –- the Marina del 
Rey Holiday Boat Parade.  This year’s event, themed 

―Happy Birthday, Marina del Rey‖ will be led by Leon 

―Motormouth‖ Kaplan, host of the longest running 
uninterrupted show on Talk Radio KABC on Saturday, 

December 13. 
 

Before we parade around the marina on George’s 

Maronich’s lovely Catalina 42 ―My Time 3‖, adorned 
in lights and holiday embellishments, we need to roll 

up our sleeves and get to work. 
 
YOU are needed to help put together a rocking, one 
of a kind, WSA-worthy holiday float!  Guaranteed 
fun for all volunteers! 

 
We need planners, designers, decorators and en-

thusiastic WSAers to sail with us.  We need all kinds 
of people with all kinds of skills.  Even if you think 

you have no skills, we can use your help! 

Guaranteed Fun and Free Food for All Volunteers.  
Those who help with construction get first priority to 

sail on the boat the night of the parade.  Look for 
sign-up sheets at our November meeting. 

 

Important Boat Parade Dates 
 

Decoration and Construction Party 

Date:  Saturday, December 6 

Time:  9 a.m. - 2pm 
 Bring scissors or a box cutter if you can. 

Place: Santa Monica Windjammers Yacht Club 

13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey, CA 90292 

 

 
Boat Decorating 

Date:  Saturday, December 13 – PARADE DAY! 
Time:  9 a.m.  until done or 5 p.m. (whichever 

comes first). 
 Bring scissors or a box cutter if you can. 

Place: Boat location -- Dock D1109– End of Panay 

Way. Park in the lot by Pacific Mariners Yacht Club. 
George's cell number is 714-319-5585 if you find the 

gate locked.  

 
Boat Parade on December 13! 

There will be fireworks at 5:55 p.m. and the Parade 
begins at 6. Arrive at boat at 5pm. If you are inter-

ested in riding on the boat, be sure to get on the list 

as space is limited. 
 

After the Boat Parade 

This is just as important as the set-up! WSA needs 

volunteers to help remove the decorations from our 

entry in this year’s parade.  
Place: Boat location – Dock D1109 –Park in the lot 

by Pacific Mariners Yacht Club. George's cell number 
is 714-319-5585 if you find the gate locked. 

If you are interested in getting involved in any or 
all of the activities, contact Vice Commodore Debbie 

Feinerman at vicecommodore@wsasmb.org  or 310-

291-1625. 

mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
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San Pedro Cruise Caps 2014 Season 
By Susan Anderson 

 

As a first year WSA member, and a 
new sailor to boats with a length 

greater than 22 feet, the San Pedro 

Harbor cruise, ―particularly suited for 
new sailors,‖ seemed a good choice. 

So I signed up with co-chairs, Melody 
and Jeannea. It turned out that of the 

nine sailors on the cruise, I was the sole newbie! And I 

was to be in the company of seasoned sailors, all with a 
deep passion for sailing and for sharing good times and 

laughter together. What good fortune to be a part of this 
sailing adventure! 

 Three sailboats took part in our San Pedro cruise. I 

was assigned to Skipper Melody Kanschat’s Harmony 
along with Jeannea Jordan, and Karen Kuchel. Barbara 

Morris joined us in San Pedro. Also joining our cruise 
were Skipper Cloyd Milton and Maria Langford on Mad 
Madeline, and Skipper Sam Wagner and Ruthie Small on 
Ruthsm.  

We departed Marina del Rey on a glorious very warm 

Friday morning, under blue, sun shiny skies and a light 
breeze of about 5 knots. We headed for the Cabrillo Way 

Marina, located in The Port of LA. We began with laugh-
ter and good conversations which followed us throughout 

the weekend. Lunch aboard Harmony was a choice of 

roast beef, ham, chicken or turkey sandwiches, with all 
the fixings, prepared by Karen. Under motor and/or sail, 

all three boats entered Angels Gate, about 4:00 p.m. and 
headed for Berth 39.  

Once settled into our slips, we all convened on Har-
mony for happy hour. Specialties were Jeannea’s rum 

punch and savory bruschetta and Susan’s roasted fennel. 

Afterwards, we took a leisurely stroll down Cabrillo Way 

Marina’s landscaped pathway, and arrived at the 22nd 
Street Landing Seafood Grill and Bar. Barbara joined us at 

dinner.  

Back at the marina we bade Mad Madeline and Ruthsm 
sailors good night. Harmony shipmates were treated to 

an onboard movie, streamed from Netflix to a flat TV 
screen via Mel’s smart phone. We watched ―Kon-Tiki‖ and 

then turned in, content with our first day’s outing.  

Saturday we awoke to sun, warmth, and blue skies. We 

all joined up after breakfast to take the trolley to Ports of 

Call. Arriving early at the station, we walked over to 
―Crafted,‖ a weekend crafts market, and enjoyed check-

ing out the booths of highly crafted wares. From there, 
we could observe the long lines forming at a nearby 

warehouse where The Festival 2014 at the Port of Los 

Angeles was housed. That weekend, local and interna-
tional craft brewers offered tastes of their artisan brews 

for a sizable entrance fee to a few thousand people each 
day. Although we did not attend, over at Berth 39 we 

often heard the robust cheers and music coming from the 

festival. 
The trolley car-

ried us to Ports of 
Call and we 

lunched at the 
San Pedro Fish 

Market and Res-

taurant. Fried 
oysters, cerviche 

shrimp tostadas, 
fried fish, and 

fish sandwiches 

were washed 
down with icy cold draft beer and beverages.  

After a visit to the Dreyer’s ice cream shop, we were off 
to explore the Ports of Call Village. We were welcomed 

aboard the tall ship Irving Johnson, for a brief tour. We 
met some of the crew who were preparing for the stu-

(Continued on page 6) 
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dents in the Topsail Youth Program for an adventure-

bound day sail.  

We visited the Los Angeles Maritime Museum and 

viewed its sea faring exhibits. We learned about the his-
tory of the local sardine and tuna canning industries. Star

-Kist and Chicken of the Sea were some of the brands 

processed here from 1910 through the 1950’s.  
Another exhibit was on abalone fishing. In 1901, 15 

divers from Western Japan established an abalone fishery 
a few miles northwest of San Pedro at White Point. Over-

production, pollution, and the predatory sea otters deci-

mated the abalone population to near extinction. Trying 
to save the resource, the State of California banned com-

mercial harvesting of abalone in 1997. 
Back on our boats some of us enjoyed an afternoon 

nap and awoke to another happy hour on Harmony, 

abundantly supplied by all the boat’s crews. And then it 
was dinnertime!  

We could not help but see a huge harvest moon rising 
in the night sky. We followed it to the Gateway Plaza 

Fanfare Fountains and the Vincent Thomas Bridge. After 
capturing photos, we went to dinner at San Pedro’s 

Whale and Ale. 

Sunday rolled in misty and cooler. Sam and Ruthie 
hosted a hearty potluck brunch on Mad Madeline. The 

menu of the day: toasted bagels, cream cheese and lox; 
Mel’s apple pancakes, Maria’s persimmons, and oranges! 

We were in good spirits as we got underway, under 

sunny skies and a northerly wind of about 10 knots.  
North of Point Fermin, those of us on Harmony were 

treated to a school of speeding dolphins traveling in lines 
perpendicular to the shore. We looked for whales and 

alas, none were seen. Shrimp pots provided a short ob-
stacle course and we maneuvered through a group of 

anchored motorboats where people were fishing.  

We were totally surprised by an air show that appeared 

suddenly overhead, small propeller planes flying in forma-

tion, leaving smoke trials behind them. At one point a 
plane circled low leaving the group. We were reminded 

that this was Veteran’s Day weekend.  
As we sailed on, the wind decreased, the clouds rolled 

in, the temperature dropped, so we bundled up. I was 

thrilled to sail (and motor-sail) a good part of the way to 
port. Throughout the weekend, I had experienced the 

congeniality and support of my shipmates on Harmony 
and had a chance to observe their awesome expertise 

and knowledge of sailing. The rolling sea, the brisk wind 
filling the sails, and the feel of the boat gliding with inten-

tion through the ocean — all of this, was joyful.  

We returned to the marina at dusk and prepared Har-
mony to disembark. We then  met together on Mad 
Madeleine for one last happy hour. We pooled our hors d’ 
oeuvres and wine and Maria made mini tostadas topped 

with Cloyd’s homemade salsa. Swapping sailing stories, 

amidst warmth and good cheer, we all appeared to have 
enjoyed a spirited and laughter-filled weekend cruise to-

gether.  
 

 

Save the Dates! 
 

 January 10 — WSA’s first race clinic. The topic is race 

committee 

 February 4 — Seminar about participating on a Protest 

Committee 
 February 7 — SCYA Women’s Sailing Convention, New-

port Beach 

 March 7-8 — Marina del Rey Opening Days 

 

Team SCA—Volvo Ocean Race Update 
Photo from Team SCA 

Dec. 1 — Monday watch report: ―Slowly but a bit more 

surely Team SCA was making steady progress north early 
this morning but the crew know only too well that these 

light and shifty breezes are set to continue for a good 
long while. All thoughts of brochure conditions, fast 

downwind sailing, are banished for the moment and 

every watch is about seeking out every metre, preferably 
in the right direction.‖ - Read more about this all-female 

team at http://teamsca.com/technical-report/  

(San Pedro Cruise — Continued from page 5) 
 

http://teamsca.com/technical-report/
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2014 ASMBYC Calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays, but they are NOT listed on 

this calendar.  

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

WSA MEMBERS, COME JOIN US FOR OUR INSTALLATION DINNER AND HOLIDAY PARTY 

DECEMBER 9, 2014 — Santa Monica Windjammers YC (Info on page 3) 

December 2014 

9th Tues WSA Holiday Dinner and Installation 

13th Sat MdR Holiday Boat Parade 

January 2015 

3rd Sat Berger Stein #1 Malibu and Return—DRYC 

13th Tues WSA General Meeting 

24th Sat Champagne Series 1, 2, 3—SBYRC 

25th Sun Super Bowl Regatta—SMWYC 

27th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

31rst Sat Champagne Series 4, 5, 6—SBYRC 

http://www.asmbyc.org/
http://www.wsasmb.org/
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2014 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 
Commodore:  Mary Ho            Vice Commodore:  Debbie Feinerman 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Sharlyn Harley       Secretary:  Carey Meredith 
education@wsasmb.org             secretary@wsasmb.org 
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Jr Staff Commodore:  Jennifer Zannelli 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Melody Kanschat        Race Chair: - Jana Davis 

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Co-Chairs:  Melody Kanschat/Jeannea Jordan Day Sail Chair:  open 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb.org 
 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  Mary Jo O’Neill 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Social Co-Chair:  Fritze Rodic         Membership Chair:  Monica Morrell 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director:  Christina Tarantola   Publicity Chair:  Katherine Wu  
communications@wsasmb.org           pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Mike Gitchell 
 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

WSA—on the water since 1985! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service pro-

grams; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 
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