
 

March 2014                                                                                                                                                       Volume XXIX, Issue 3 

Meeting Agenda for March 11, 2014 

6:30 pm—Social Hour 

7:30 pm—Light supper and business meeting 

8:00 pm—Speaker: Tim Tunks: A history lesson 

 

The SCYA 2014 Midwinters were a bit foggy, with visibility down to 
almost zero at times. Many WSA members participated and the 
story and photos begin on page 3. 

Photo by Sam Haythorn 
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 Commodore’s Corner 

by Mary Ho 
Every year in the spring, yacht clubs 
celebrate a tradition called “Opening 
Day”.  Just what is Opening Day all 
about?  Aren’t we already open year 
round?  There actually is a history and 
logic behind having a tradition such as 
Opening Day.   

The first yacht clubs were located on the East Coast.  
The New York Yacht Club, one of the oldest, was formed 
in 1844.  The sport of yachting grew over the years—by 
1881 the Lloyd Register listed twenty-one American 

yacht clubs.   
In the northeast, the coming of winter meant the 

waters froze, and so boats had to be pulled from the 
water and sheltered from the ice and snow.  With the 
coming of spring, yachting could once more resume.  
After almost 6 months of no yachting activity, people 
naturally made a celebration of the start of the new 

yachting season.  And so Opening Day became a 
tradition.   

It was the day when yacht clubs would officially open 
for the season.  During the ceremony, there is a part 
where the Fleet Captain is asked, “What is the condition 
of the harbor?”  The traditional answer is, “Commodore, 
the harbor is free of ice and debris!”  In Southern 

(Continued on page 5) 

March Meeting 
By Sharlyn Harley, Education Director 
 

WSA's speaker for the March 11 
meeting at SMWYC will be local racer, 
author, and historian Tim Tunks who 
will relate the "Events Leading to WSA's 
Foundation — 1983 and Beyond."   

South Bay Yacht Racing Club figured prominently in 
WSA's creation when Tim was moving up to be 
Commodore of SBYRC in 1986, and it will be a most 
interesting story told by someone who was there in the 
thick of it when it happened.   

 
Tim's honors include "Yachtsman of the 
Year 2012" and "Sportsman of the Year 
2003", and his strong grasp of local 
history has been expressed through his 
writings and work for the Marina del 
Rey Historical Society.  

Tim’s many racing credits include driving the Sunset 
Series Richie Trophy winning boats in 1989 and 1990.  

 
Our April speaker will be Bill Herrschaft of North Sails.  

Bill will bring with him many props to help explain what 
goes into the making of a sail. 

Jennifer Arrington accepts her SCYA trophy bag 
from CYC Commodore Richard Mainland for 

crewing aboard second-place finisher, All In, in 
the 2014 SCYA Midwinters. 

 

WSA’s Gary Green at the helm 
of Emerald. More on page 5. 

“Gal Warnings” is always looking for photos 

and articles about WSA activities and our 
members! 

— Contact  Newsletter@WSASMB.org —  

Click below to join WSASMB on Facebook!  

mailto:Newsletter@WSASMB.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/59487422285/
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WSA RACING  
By Jana Davis, Race Chair 

  
I hope everyone had fun who participated in 
the SCYA Midwinters February 15 & 16th.  Any 
fun stories to share?  I look forward to hearing 
the adventures at our next meeting.   
I raced up with a fleet of nine J24s hosted by 
the Channel Islands Yacht Club.  The weather 

up there provided all sorts of interesting challenges.  We 
motored out under beautiful skies only to slowly be 
enveloped by a thick fog before the start of the first race.  
It was a challenge simply to keep the committee boat in 
view at the start.   

Our crew worked to time our tacks to hopefully keep us 
in the middle of the course as very soon into the start 
you couldn't really see your competitors, let alone locate 
the mark.  Luckily the skies cleared and we got another 
two races in for day one and 4 more on day two.   

The last race on Sunday the wind dropped out, leading 
to a much LONGER race than we had hoped for.  All in all 
a great weekend on the water with excellent competition.  
It was fun looking out and seeing our Commodore, Mary 
Ho, as one of the many competitors.  Congrats Mary!  
And congrats to all the rest who participated. 

 
Introduction to Sailboat Racing—March 8 

For those of you looking to get into the action at the 
ground level, there is another excellent opportunity 
coming up on March 8th.  This racing clinic is hosted by 
SBYRC and DRYC and runs from 9am to 4pm.  Here's 
more information: 

 
This outreach program brings new racers to the sport. 

It also provides crew for skippers who need them. 
It's a full day that begins with a short seminar and 
goes onto the docks for an introduction to racing boats 
and their equipment. 
In the afternoon, new crews go on the water for 
practice, then have a race around the Marina, all for 
$20.   
 
Know anyone who's interested in racing? Get the full 

scoop and register at http://www.sbyrc.org/intro-to-
sailboat-racing/ 

 
The more boats out racing in the Marina the more fun, 

so if you are at all interested, this is a great opportunity 
to check it out and get on the water.  

As a reminder, we will be teaming up with SWYMC for 
another race clinic on April 5th, a nice segue from this 
clinic mentioned above, as we'll be go over the all-
important RACE STARTS.  More details to be sent as they 
become available.   

But plan on a full day of fun April 5th! 

2014 SCYA MidWinters in Marina del 
Rey: From the Bridge of the CYC 
Committee Boat 
By Vice Commodore Debbie Feinerman 
Photos by Sam Haythorn 

 
Each February, the Southern 

California Yachting Association 
sponsors the annual Midwinter 
Regatta hosted at venues from 
Ventura to San Diego to Arizona.  
California Yacht Club hosted five 
one-design fleets this year: 
J/109s, Viper 640s, Stars, J/80s 
and Martin 242s, and WSA 
members participated as 
skippers or crew in several of 
those classes, as well as in fleets 
at other Southern California 

venues. 
While much of the East Coast and southern U.S. 

suffered from a series of winter storms and thousands of 
cancelled flights, blue skies greeted racers for the 85th 
SCYA Midwinter Regatta at California Yacht Club.  At the 
scheduled race time on Saturday, there was virtually no 
wind, leading to a delay of more than an hour.  When 

wind was finally detected, the fleets were sent on short 
courses – to a windward mark and back.  Racing was on!   

Emboldened by one race in the bag, the racers were 
sent on a longer second course.  Unfortunately, the scant 
breeze died and the wind shifted, leaving the boats to 
make their way slowly around the course.  Imagine a 
large lake with boats sitting quite still.  Thanks to the 
very light wind, the first day of racing concluded after 
two races. 

Sunday greeted the racers with light but steady wind, 
enabling the Race Committee to send the boats off on 
time.  Midway through the third race of the regatta, a 
blanket of fog enveloped the course, reducing visibility to 

(Continued on page 4) 

http://www.sbyrc.org/intro-to-sailboat-racing/
http://www.sbyrc.org/intro-to-sailboat-racing/
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less than one-tenth of a mile.  The end of the start line 
and the leeward gate had disappeared!  Racing continued 
while Race Committee monitored the weather conditions 

and pondered whether there would be further racing.  
After about an hour of waiting, the fog lifted and one 
more race was held. 

Congratulations to all WSA members who participated 
and experienced the varied conditions that graced 
Midwinter 2014.  The J/80 fleet included Dave Angers’ 
Miss Demeanor, with Dave as skipper and Nancy 
McKinney among the crew; the J/109s saw Sue Service, 
Chris Tarantola, Scott Meyer and Carey Meredith on 
Grace O’Malley and Kellie Fennessy on Persistence.   

The Martin 242 fleet came out with an impressive 
fifteen boats.  Julie Coll skippered Sails Coll and Martin 
242 crew included Marylyn Hoenemeyer on Blarney, Liz 
Hjorth on third place Velerito and Denise George and 
Jennifer Arrington on second place winner, All In.   

Participants at other venues included Karyn Jones on 
her C-15 at Alamitos Bay Yacht Club, Mary Ho as crew on 
J/24 Take Five at Channel Island Yacht Club and George 
Maronich skippering My Time 3 to second place in the 

Non Spinnaker Cruising Class at Santa Monica 
Windjammers Yacht Club. 

Plan to join the Midwinter fun next year. [Editor’s note 
— WSA’s Debbie Feinerman was the regatta chair for 
CYC’s MidWinter’s class and Diane Larson also spent the 
weekend on Race Committee.] 

The 25th annual Women's Sailing 
Convention in New Port Beach 
by Jeannea Jordan 

 

It was a grand night for Gail Hine at the 25th 
anniversary of the Women's Sailing Convention. The 
standing ovation for Gail was,as it should have been,long 
and loud.. Gail Hine conceived, headed and drove the 
convention through 25 years of existence . Those of us 
who have been the beneficiaries of Gail's dedication to 
women's sailing were pleased to hear her presentation of 
how she started the convention, how she kept it going 
and even the angst of matching the colors with the table 
center pieces. Kudos to you Gail! 

My personal sailing story has been book-ended every 
year for the past 17years by the convention. The great 
women sailors I met there and learned from and am still 
learning from have been an inspiration for my own 
development in the wonderful, wacky world of ocean 
sailing.  

Chekkerrs with WSA crew, Kiela Hine (no relation to 
Gail), Becky Pratt, and Maureen McCarthy headed out of 
MdR on Thursday morning in front of Capt. Fran Weber 
on the good ship Liberty with her student crew.  Since we 
are always expecting rain in early February, the 
somewhat overcast sky was an unexpected relief and it 
stayed with us miraculously through the entire weekend. 

The wind came up and we sailed into Angel's Gate in 
LA Harbor just in time for happy hour at sunset in the 
cockpit. The following day we got underway for the 
rhumb-line-scoot to Newport. Along came the following 
wind and seas off the starboard quarter and with sails full 
and we coasted into Newport Beach just in time for 
happy hour at sunset in the cockpit. I love sailing! 

Saturday was convention day and, after hitting the 
showers in the beautiful Bahia Corinthian Yacht Club, we 
headed for a great buffet breakfast with 200+ fellow 
sailors. I had the privilege of coaching an anchoring class 

in the morning and a beginning sailing class in the 
afternoon. What always warms my heart is the 
enthusiasm and eagerness of all the women to learn and 
improve their skills on the water and their joy in finding 

(SCYA Midwinters—Continued from page 3) 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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California, this part of the ceremony is treated as a bit of 
a joke.  However, in places where they have winter, it is 
a significant part of the ceremony.   

I always think of a scene I read in a book written by a 
sailor on the Hudson River in New York.  He and his 
fellow boat club members pull up their mooring buoys 
every fall after the boats are put up for the winter.  In 
the spring, the mooring buoys are gathered from the 
back of the club where they have waited all winter, and 
are taken back to the river to be dropped back in for the 
upcoming sailing season.   

The author recalls one instance when he and a friend 
were dropping their boats’ buoys into the water after a 
long winter.  His friend dropped a buoy into the water, 
then yelled jubilantly, “It’s summer!”  One gets the sense 
of the passion for sailing that these people have, in part 
because the sport must hibernate for the winter. 

Even though we are located in a warmer climate, our 
yacht clubs continue the proud tradition of having an 
Opening Day.  It is a celebration of the start of a new 
sailing season.   

 
 
 

(Commodore’s Corner — Continued from page 2) 
 

Opening Days—March 15-16 
By Sue Service, ASMBYC Opening Day Coordinator 

 
Opening Days in Marina del Rey is a two-day 

celebration of the “opening” of the yachting season.  
SMWYC has invited WSA to its ceremonies, to be held on 
Saturday, 15 March, at 0900.  Join SMWYC on this festive 
day!  Dress code: blue blazer, white slacks or skirt. 

Please note that Opening Days are not Open House!  
While our members are invited to SMWYC’s festivities, 
unless you have received an invitation from ASMBYC or 
from another MdR club, or unless you are a member of 
another club, you should not “crash” the other parties. 

At SMWYC Vice Commodore Themis Glatman is in 
charge of getting the club spic and span for the 15th.  
Traditionally, WSA has helped with their pre-Opening Day 
house cleaning.   

Themis asks: “I must ask WSA members to come either 
on the 8th or 9th to help us clean up the club and more 
importantly clean ALL of the trophies. With many 
volunteers, many hands make light work!” 

We will provide some food and drinks for them and will 
have all the cleaning supplies at hand.  Days/hours of 
cleaning: March 8 and 9: 9:30am-5pm” 

Please come out and lend out host club a hand, and 
then join them on the 15th to celebrate! 

out that it isn't rocket science and that surely if a senior 
citizen such as myself could do it, it must be a piece of 
cake. At least, that's what I tell them.  

In the evening as the sun set we shared the day’s 
sailing adventures at happy hour . 

You would assume that it couldn't get any better than 
this, but it did. On Sunday we left Newport harbor at 
10:00am. We had following wind and seas, this time off 
the port quarter at 12-22 knots. We turned off the 
motor,  reefed the jib, threw out the main, and sailed 
home, arriving at MdR just in time for happy hour at 
sunset.  

I love sailing! 
 

 
 

Sail on Emerald!  
By Fran Weber 

Take a sail boat ride on Emerald Saturday March 20th!  

Noon to 4PM.  Here is a special sailing opportunity 
onboard Emerald, one of four wooden vessels built in 
1924 by W. F. Stone & Son in Oakland, California. She is 
a beautiful example of old world craftsmanship and early 
20th century naval architecture.   

Emerald is owned by the Challenges Foundation and 

John Melville and I are fortunate 
enough to be able to skipper this 
classic, all wooden vessel.  She is 
doing community rides the 3rd 
Saturday of each month. If you are 
interested, go to Challenges 
Foundation.org, find the place to 
sign up on that website, and bring 
some friends!  

There are five spots reserved for WSA members and 
five spots reserved for Fairwind members.  I hope to see 
you all on the water on this beautiful boat.   

She sails like no other boat you have ever been on! 

(Womens Sailing Convention— Continued from page 4) 
 

http://challengesfoundation.org
http://challengesfoundation.org
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WSA Lemwod Team Update  
By Sunshine Jen 
Photos by Jennifer Zannelli 

Last October, after the LEMWOD race down in Long 
Beach, Karyn Jones, the skipper of the WSA team, said 
she wanted to keep the team together for next year's 
race. As a team, we also wanted to stay together, so we 
started practicing one day a month on a Catalina 37 
down in Long Beach.  

Practices have focused on tacking, jibing, putting up 
the spinnaker, taking down the spinnaker, and focusing 
on our timing as a team. If one was to make a movie 
about the WSA Lemwod team, the practices would be a 
two minute montage with a lot of back beat. In reality, 
the practices are methodical and probably would seem 
quite boring to someone on the outside looking in.  

However, as a member of the LEMWOD team, I have 
enjoyed the detail-polishing and repetition. The more I do 

something, the better the muscle memory for it gets. 
Since we are a team of eleven, I’m also learning how 
everyone around me works as we build our collective 
skills on the boat.   

Recently, after the second Champagne Series, I 
mentioned that I was practicing the next day with the 

team down in Long Beach.  
What are you practicing? someone asked.  
Penalty turns. I said, and that someone took a step 

back.  
The next day, when we went to practice penalty turns, 

I was grinding with the jib team. On the first turn, I was 
uncertain. Where do I go? Where do I grind? How does it 
work?  

However, after getting a quick big picture overview 
from Karyn before the second turn, I worked with more 
certainty. Little by little, I’m getting there (wherever there 
is). All it takes is a little bit of practice and a lot of 
repetition.  

 
 

Boys & Girls Clubs of Venice After-
School Sailing 
By Fran Weber 

 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Venice is starting up its 
Spring After-School Sailing program in March and needs 
volunteers to help with teaching kids the rules of the high 
seas (in the marina).  If you are interested and have the 
time on Tuesday and Thursday’s from 3pm to 6 pm, we 
leave from the Marina del Rey Sheriffs office and sail 
around in the marina.  

Come and join us, we would love to have you!   
For further information, please contact Fran Weber-

Melville 310 738-3205 or cptfranweber@gmail.com 
 

Have you got your WSA gear yet? 

Don’t delay!  
 
Go to http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/ today and 
place your order. 

WSA’s 2013 Women’s One Design Crew, 
skippered by Karyn Jones. 

http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/
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Date Destination Highlight/Activity 
Mar 15-16* Redondo Beach/King Harbor Spring Solstice Cruise, shop, walk 

Apr 17-20 Isthmus, Catalina Island Easter Cruise, make hats, hike, dinghy, 
kayak, beach bar-b-que 

May 22-26 Avalon, Catalina Island Miniature golf, zip line, bar hop, hike, 
snorkel, swim, dinghy, kayak 

Jun 12-15 Isthmus, Catalina Island Hike, snorkel, swim, dinghy, kayak, beach 
bar-b-que 

Jul 2 
Jul 3 
Jul 4-6 
Jul 7 
Jul 8-10 
Jul 11 
Jul 12 
Jul 13 
Jul 14 

MDR to Dana Point 
Dana Point to San Diego 
San Diego Harbor 
San Diego to Ensenada 
Ensenada 
Ense. to  Santo Todos Santo 
Todas  to San Diego 
San Diego to Dana Point 
Dana Point to MDR 

  
  
Fireworks on SD Bay, sight see 
Sight see/wine tour/eat Anchor out under 
the Mexican stars 
  

Aug 13-17 Isthmus, Catalina Island Swim, swim, swim and dinghy too 

Sep 9 
Sep 10 
Sep 11 
Sep 12-14 
Sep 15 
Sep 16 
Sep 17 

MDR To CI Harbor 
Channel Islands Harbor 
CI Harbor to S. Cruz Island 
Santa Cruz Island 
S.C. Island to Ventura 
Ventura Harbor 
Ventura to MDR 

  
Shop, walk, visit 
Visit Willows and Prisoners 
 
Shop, eat, visit 

Oct 16-19 Isthmus, Catalina Island Kayak, Hike, Dinghy, Bar-b-que 

Nov 7-9* San Pedro Harbor Sight see, Trolley ride, eat 

 
* indicates a cruise particularly suitable for new sailors 

WSA 2014 Cruise Schedule 
By Melody Kanschat and Jeannea Jordan 
 

 

 
Come Cruising with WSA! 
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Upcoming Calendar of Events 
 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2014 ASMBYC Calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays, but they are NOT listed on 

this calendar.  

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

March 2014 

1rst Sat Santa Monica Bay Race Berger/Stein #2 DRYC 

6th Thurs  Ensenada NOSA race seminar DRCY 

8th Sat Intro to Sailboat Racing DRYC 

11th Tues WSA General Meeting 

15-16 Sat/Sun MdR Opening Days 

15-16th WSA Cruise to Redondo Beach 

22nd Sat  Les Storrs Regatta SCCYC 

23rd Sun Dr. Robert Baker Regatta MVYC 

25th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

30-31 Sat/Sun King Harbor Race Week KHYC 

April 2014 

2nd Weds Sunset Series Cruising Class Seminar—CYC 

5th Sat WSA Race Clinic 

6th Sun Malibu Zig Zag—CYC 

8th Tues WSA General Meeting 

9th Weds Sunset Series Seminar—CYC 

12-13 Sat/Sun Spring Invitational—CYC 

16th Weds Sunset Series begins 

17-20th WSA Cruise to the Isthmus at Catalina 

19th Sat She Devil Regatta—KHYC 

22nd Tues WSA Board Meeting 

25th Friday Newport to Ensenada start 

http://www.asmbyc.org/
http://www.wsasmb.org/


  10                                                                                                                          Gal’ Warnings 
 

 

2014 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 
Commodore:  Mary Ho            Vice Commodore:  Debbie Feinerman 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Sharlyn Harley       Secretary:  Carey Meredith 
education@wsasmb.org             secretary@wsasmb.org 
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Jr Staff Commodore:  Jennifer Zannelli 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Melody Kanschat        Race Chair: - Jana Davis 

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Co-Chairs:  Melody Kanschat/Jeannea Jordan    Day Sail Chair:  open 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb.org 

 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  Mary Jo O’Neill 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Social Co-Chairs:  Fritze Rodic         Membership Chair:  Monica Morrell 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director:  Christina Tarantola   Publicity Chair:  Katherine Wu  
communications@wsasmb.org           pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Mike Gitchell 
 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

WSA—on the water since 1985! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service pro-

grams; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
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mailto:treasurer@wsasmb.org
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