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Meeting Agenda for November 11, 2014 

6:30 pm Social Hour Begins 

7:30 pm Business Meeting and Refreshments & Voting! 

8:00 pm Mike Priest on world-wide boat deliveries 
 

Location: Santa Monica Windjammers YC, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey 

  
 
 

What’s in the 
wind… 
 
 

Commodore’s 
Corner 
 
 
Channel Islands 
Cruise Report 
 
 
Racing Report —  
2014 LEMWOD  
 
 
November Annual 
Election Meeting 
 
 
2014 Cruising 
Schedule 
 
 
Membership 
Renewal Bonus 
for 2015 
 

Outward bound — WSA’s October cruise to Catalina departs Marina 

del Rey under sunny skies and light winds. Destination? Catalina 
Island for fun, food, and sights.  

Photo by Melody Kanschat 
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 Commodore’s Corner 
by Mary Ho 

All-Women’s Team in the Volvo 
Ocean Race 
 
Did you know that there is an all-
women’s team competing in the 2014-
2015 Volvo Ocean Race? Team SCA is 
the first all-women crew to compete in 
the Volvo in over a decade.   

There are 14 women on the team, ranging in age from 41 
to 28.  Most are European, but there are also three 
Americans, including the on-board reporter (OBR).   
The skipper is Sam Davies, a 40-year-old sailor from the 
UK.  She has already made a name for herself in ocean 
racing, having competed in the single-handed Vendee 
Globe around-the-world race twice, and Davies has 
sailed in the Open 60 class for the past 10 years.   
The Americans are also experienced ocean sailors.  Sara 
Hastreiter has sailed over 40,000nm and has competed 
in many key races in the U.S. and Caribbean, along with 
doing boat deliveries and working on various boats 
around the world.  Sally Barkow is an experienced match 
racer who has been on and off the Olympic circuit for the 
past 10 years.  She competed for the U.S. team in the 
2008 Beijing Olympics and was U.S. Rolex 
Yachtswoman of the Year in 2005 and 2007.   
The third American is Corinna Halloran, the OBR.  This 
is a non-sailing position, and her primary responsibility 

(Continued on page 3) 

November Meeting 
By Sharlyn Harley, Education Director 

 
For November, our speaker will be Mike 

Priest.  
Mike is a staff Commodore at South Coast Corinthian 

Yacht Club and will speak about taking the "Leap of 
Faith" with boat deliveries worldwide.  

 

In December we will have our annual Holiday Dinner 
and Installation of the 2015 Commodore and Board of 

Directors.  Don’t miss it! 
 

 

 
 

2015 Early renewal bonus — $110!   
 
Renew befor November 30th for 2015 and save 
$10 off  your membership dues.  
 
E-Newsletter readers can use the link below to 
take advantage of this great offer (or mail your 
2015 check today—our address is on the last 
page):  

 
http://wsasmb.org/membership/ 

WSA is on top of the world. Can you think of a 

better way to wind down cruising season in 

southern California? 
Photo by Melody Kanschat 

 

WSA SMB’s Linda Elias Memorial Womens 

One Design team had a fine weekend of 

racing that include two “bullets.” Read more 

inside.  
Photo by Jo Murray 

“Gal Warnings” is always looking for photos 
and articles about WSA activities and our 
members! 

— Contact  Newsletter@WSASMB.org —  

Click below to join WSASMB on Facebook!  

http://wsasmb.org/membership/
mailto:Newsletter@WSASMB.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/59487422285/
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is acting as the team’s reporter.  She takes pictures and 
creates all the blog entries and news reports from the 
team.  She is also a sailor and says that she “grew up with 
a camera in my hand.”   

 
There are 16 nationalities among the seven teams with 
sailors from Australia, Belgium, China, Denmark, France, 
Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, The Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, UAE, UK, and USA. 
 
If you are interested in keeping track of TeamSCA, go to 
www.volvooceanrace.com.   

(Commodore’s Corner — Continued from page 2) 
 

 
Have you got your WSA gear yet? 

We have it…  
 
Go to http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/ today and 
place your order. 

Mark the Date! December 9  
Installation Dinner 
By Debbie Feinerman  

This year, WSA will reflect on its accomplishments 

during 2014 and install its 2015 board and officers at its 
general meeting on December 9.  Planning for the 

festive evening is underway and we’ll soon announce the 
menu and cost.  You’ll be able to sign up and pay online.  

Mark the date on you calendar and don’t miss the 
chance to celebrate with WSA to thank the outgoing 

board and welcome the new group. 

 

 

 

Renew Early and Save!  
We hope you’ve enjoyed your 2014 WSA membership 

and have taken advantage of all the wonderful 
opportunities we provide – on and off the water! 

To make sure you don’t miss out on any of the fun in 
2015, renew your membership now. 

Renewing your WSA membership early not only 

ensures that you don’t miss a moment of the fun and 
activities we have going on, but it will also save you 

money. If you renew for 2015 before November 30, you 
can save $10 on the membership fee of $120. So, renew 

now and it will cost you only $110. You can pay by 

paypal through our website or you can mail a check to 
us at Women’s Sailing Association of Santa Monica Bay, 

P.O. Box 10034, Marina del Rey, CA 90295. 
If you have any questions, please contact 

Communications Director Christina Tarantola at 
communications@wsasmb.org.  

 

 

http://www.volvooceanrace.com
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WSA LEMWOD Team Wins Twice 
By Sunshine Jen 
Race photos by Jo Murray 

The Linda Elias Memorial Women's One Design (aka 

LEMWOD) Race on Catalina 37s happened on the 
weekend of October 18th and 19th down in Long Beach. 

The WSA-Santa Monica Bay team skippered by Karyn 
Jones won two races on Sunday and finished fifth overall 

in seven races. The team had been practicing during the 

year, and everyone on the boat was pleased to see their 
hard work pay off.  

On the Friday before the race, the team had one final 
practice to get the cobwebs out and work on timing. This 

practice was followed by a dock party sponsored by WSA 

of Long Beach/Los Angeles. Back on the dock, it was fun 
to see other WSA-SMB members who were on other 

boats.  
On Saturday, there were four races. Wind and 

conditions were favorable, and WSA finished 6th, 3rd, 7th 

(we were over early), and 5th. On Saturday night, most 
of the team attended the dinner and silent auction pool 

party at Long Beach Yacht Club. Every team had to 
donate a gift basket, and the WSA gift basket consisted 

of succulents and gin (which mixed with vinegar can be a 

pesticide) and was called Sippulants and Succulents. It 
was a hit with the bidders.  

On Sunday, it was back to racing. After a short delay, 
the first race started. WSA won it. Then, WSA won the 

second race too. Karyn liked to say that the team gets 
better on the second day, but this much better went past 

everyone's expectations. It might have been the blue 

Gatorade, but not everyone drank it.  
According to Stine, the tactician, Karyn had never won 

two races in a single day at LEMWOD, and Stine had only 
done it once---seventeen years before. It didn’t matter 

how much experience you had, it was a very special day 

for all involved.  
If there is 

one image for 
the WSA 

LEMWOD team, 

it would be that 
the team does 

not wear the 
same shirts on 

the boat. Other 
teams show up 

all in blue or 

pink or red or white shirts. On the WSA boat, the crew 
just wears what we want to wear. We all get to be 

ourselves, but when we come together, we make 
beautiful sailing together. Besides, it was way too hot for 

the groovy blue team jackets.   

Finally, a curtain call for the 2014 WSA LEMWOD team. 
On the boat were: Lara Jacques, Debbie Feinerman, Patti 

Eagan, Bari Belcher, Nancy McKinney, Sharlean Perez, 
Jen Huszcza, Carey Meredith, Christine Tarantola, Stine 

Cacavas, and Karyn Jones.  

[From the editors] Nancy McKinney was the “rookie” 

member of the team, never having raced in the LEMWOD 
before.  Jen interviewed Nancy after the regatta about 

her experience: 

 How did you get involved with the WSA LEMWOD 

team? —  I joined WSA last fall, and though a beginner 
sailor, I'd been bitten by the racing bug immediately. I 

was encouraged to get involved with the LEMWOD 
team while crewing, and was introduced to Karyn 

Jones by a couple of WSA members. Karyn invited me 

to come to one of the first practices early this year, 
and I've been with the team since then. I feel 

incredibly lucky! 
 What did you do on the boat during LEMWOD? — 

During the regatta, I worked with the jib trimmers 

(Continued on page 5) 
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grinding and cutting, and I was the 'Human Guy' when 

we flew the spinnaker without the pole. Or basically, 
anything I was asked to do!  

 What do you like best about racing on the Catalina 

37s? — No question, it is all about the team. We had a 

great group of women who brought a lot of fun, effort, 
and determination every day. The fact that the C37s 

are big one design boats, with no high tech gear, really 
tests the strength and skills of the crew. You have to 

work well together and it is a very rewarding 

experience. 
 What was your favorite moment during LEMWOD? — 

It's impossible to pick just one. Other than singing 

camp songs  and laughing as we killed time waiting for 
the first race on Sunday morning, I would have to say 

it was the sense of shared accomplishment when we 

got two bullets that same day. Wow!  
 What item must you always have with you on a 

Catalina 37? — Chocolate. 

 What is your favorite boat snack? — Chocolate. 

 What is your favorite sailing word or nautical term? — 

Human Guy or Squirrel! 

 

WSA LEMWOD 2015: How to Get 
Involved 

It takes a lot of work and dedication to put an eleven 

person team on the water. Karyn Jones has done a 

terrific job of keeping the team together, organizing 
practices, provisioning, making gift baskets for the silent 

auction, and being a team leader. She does all this with 
such enthusiasm and spirit that it seems effortless.  

Next year, she will need some help. Sometimes she will 

need folks on the boat for practices. If you are interested 
in practicing with the team, send Karyn an email at 

kahunagecko@earthlink.net 
She will also need Gift Basket help. If you are skillful 

with putting together a silent auction gift basket, please 
contact Karyn.  

Finally, the races start right off the Long Beach pier, so 

if you're not doing anything on that weekend in October, 
come down to Long Beach and cheer on the team.  

 

How to Get on a Catalina 37 
If you are female and have never been on a Catalina 37 

and want to see what it is like (sometimes it's a 
monster), there is a great program called Sea Gals. It 

was started by Judi-Rae Carlson with the purpose of 
getting women out on the water on the Catalina 37s. You 

can sign up for just the day and go out on the boat with 

experienced women coaches. For dates and more info, 
you can visit the Long Beach Sailing Foundation Website: 

www.lbsailingfoundation.org and click on Sea Gals.  
 

WSA Cruise, “Mistral” Log October 2014 
By Kiela Hine  
Photos by Melody Kanschat 

Thursday, October 

16th provided 
sunshine and 

promise of 
adventure on the 

high seas for four 

WSA boats and their 
crews. I had the 

privilege, along with 
Barbara Morris, to 

be aboard Marsha 
Vifquain’s stunning Mistral, a Beneateau 50. Our spark 

plug Cruise Chair Jeannea Jordan captained her 

Chekkerrs, with crew mates Diane Hubner, Karen Kuchel, 
and Coco Leigh. Melody Kanschat's Harmony with crew, 

Barbara Marbach and Avghi Constantinides, and Sam and 
Ruthies Ruthsm, with Cloyd Milton as crew, rounded out 

the WSA fleet.  

We headed out the south entrance of the Channel 
under power with blue skies, gentle seas and a light 

breeze. Within 90 minutes the jibs unfurled in unison and 
the iron genies silenced as Mother Nature delivered 12 to 

15 knots of wind! It was a fun race to the island and by 
4:00 we were moored, dinghy’s inflated, and the flotilla of 

small crafts arrived at Mistral for a happy hour complete 

with yummy food, chilled beverages, and lots of laughter. 
Could you hear us on the mainland?   

Friday morning the games began. Swimming and 

snorkeling in the perfectly clear and warm (73 degrees F) 

water, kayaking to the caves complete with chase boat, 
and hiking on the island sure makes for thirsty sailors. 

Three cheers for an afternoon Buffalo milk! We sailors 

(LEMWOD 2014 — Continued from page 4) 
 

(Continued on page 8) 

http://www.lbsailingfoundation.org
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ASMBYC Announces Award Winners for 
2014 
 

The Association of Santa Monica Bay Yacht Clubs, 
which manages bay-wide concerns including the race 

calendar and maintenance of the buoys, has just 

announced its 2014 honor award winners. These six 
members of our boating community have been selected 

from among numerous nominees submitted by the 
Associations member yacht clubs. Although WSA is a 

member, we did not submit any nominations this year.  

 
The winners are:  

 
Bill Watkins of California Yacht Club is Yachtsman 

of the Year. This award is given for a creative 
contribution to the Santa Monica Bay yachting 

community, not primarily for winning races.  

Bill was selected because of the stellar job he did as 
Chair of the United States Optimist Dinghy Association 

national championships held in July at California Yacht 
Club. Over the course of eight days, 267 young sailors 

from across the country competed for individual and 

team awards.  
 

Past winners include WSA members include Denise 
George in 2010 and Marylyn Hoenemeyer in 2001. 

 

Earnie Barker of Del Rey Yacht Club is Sportsman 
of the Year, given to someone who exhibits exceptional 

and consistent fairness, courtesy, gracefulness and/or 
heroism in activities associated with yachting, in either 

power or sail.  
Just a few of the many things that Earnie did to 

deserve this honor are stepping in whenever a boat or a 

boat driver was needed for running a race, and helping 
maintain the racing marks. He also exhibited outstanding 

heroism when he helped disarm a knife-wielding criminal 
in the DRYC parking lot, getting wounded himself in the 

process. 

 
Past winners include WSA members Themis Glatman in 

2012 and Wayne Brandow in 2007. 
 

The Competitive Yachting Achievement Award 
goes to 17-year-old Cassandra “Cassie” Obel of DRYC 

for distinguishing herself in competitive yacht racing on a 

regional, national or international level. Skipper Cassie 
and crewmate Annika Garrett have won or scored highly 

against some of the best small boat sailors in the country. 
In particular, they were the overall winners at the 2014 

Chubb US Junior Championships (also known as the 

Bemis) and were the only all-female team to ever place 
first in this event.  

 

The David Poe Memorial Yachting Service Award 

is presented for outstanding contributions of time and/or 
talent to yachting beyond the recipient’s normal 

obligation. Ed Gold from DRYC is being honored for his 
work with the Santa Monica Bay Sailing Foundation, 

which provides financial support to junior sailors.  

In addition to serving on the Board and as Vice 
President of the foundation, Ed developed the 

foundation’s program for collecting, refurbishing, and 
marketing donated boating equipment. In 2014 alone, 

this program will bring in more than $50,000 for sailing 
grants.  

 

Past winners include WSA members Wayne Brandow in 
2013 and Fran Weber-Melville in 2008. 

 
Cooper Weitz, 17, of CYC is Junior Yachtsman of 

the Year, an honor given to a junior who has 

demonstrated superior sailing ability along with the 
highest standards of sportsmanship.  

In addition to sailing for CYC, Cooper is captain of his 
high school sailing team and was one of only 18 

competitors to qualify for the 2013 Interscholastic Sailing 
Association Singlehanded National Championship (Cressy 

Trophy) in the Laser Radial division. In 2014, he won the 

Pacific Coast Interscholastic Sailing Association District 
Championship in the Laser Full Rig and was preparing for 

Nationals when nominations were submitted.  
 

The Junior Sportsman of the Year is a junior who 

exhibits exceptional and consistent fairness, courtesy, 
gracefulness and/or heroism in activities associated with 

yachting, in either power or sail. 
Tot Davis is a 12-year-old transplant from Nova Scotia 

who joined the CYC Junior Race Team at age 10 and has 

grown into the model of Corinthian ideals. Tot is not only 
a skilled student athlete but also a strong supporter of his 

fellow teammates.  
Although he did not qualify for the Team entry at the 

Opti Nationals in July, his excitement and enthusiasm did 
not wane. He was there every day of team racing and 

provided assistance to his coaches and teammates, both 

on and off the water, cheering them on to victory.  
 

Honorees will receive special recognition and perpetual 
trophies to display at their home clubs at the ASMBYC 

Awards and Installation Brunch on January 11, 2015, at 

California Yacht Club.  
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Happy Birthday, Marina del Rey! 
 

Each year, WSA participates in the Marina del Rey 

Holiday Boat Parade, pulling from the talents of our 
membership to create a festive float on a shoestring 

budget.  This year, those efforts will culminate on 

December 13 when the annual boat parade takes 
place.  But we need to start now… 

To help celebrate Marina del Rey turning 50 in April 
2015, this year’s holiday boat parade theme is 

“Happy Birthday, Marina del Rey.”  To toast her in 

style, George Maronich has offered his Catalina 42 
My Time 3 as the WSA entry.   But that’s only the 

beginning… 
 

In order to fete the Marina and to put 
together a rocking holiday float, we need 
YOU! 

 

We need planners, designers, decorators and 
enthusiastic WSAers to sail with us.  We need all 

kinds of people with all kinds of skills.  Even if you 
think you have no skills, we can use your help! 

Guaranteed Fun and Free Food for All Volunteers.  
Those who help with construction get first priority to 

sail on the boat the night of the parade.  Look for 

sign-up sheets at our November meeting. 
 

Important Boat Parade Dates 
 

Decoration and Construction Party 

Date:  Saturday, December 6 
Time:  8 a.m. - ?? 

 Bring scissors or a box cutter if you can. 

Place: Santa Monica Windjammers Yacht Club 
13589 Mindanao Way 

Marina del Rey, CA 90292 

 
 
Boat Decorating 

Date:  Saturday, December 13 – PARADE DAY! 

Time:  9 a.m.  until done or 5 p.m. (whichever 

comes first). 
 Bring scissors or a box cutter if you can. 

Place: Boat location -- Dock D1109– End of Panay 
Way. Park in the lot by Pacific Mariners Yacht Club. 

George's cell number is 714-319-5585 if you find the 

gate locked.  
 

Boat Parade on December 13! 

There will be fireworks at 5:55 p.m. and the Parade 

begins at 6. Arrive at boat at 5pm. If you are 

interested in riding on the boat, be sure to get on the 
list as space is limited. 

 
After the Boat Parade 

This is just as important as the set-up! WSA needs 

volunteers to help remove the decorations from our 
entry in this year’s parade.  

Place: Boat location – Dock D1109 – Park in the lot 
by Pacific Mariners Yacht Club. George's cell number 

is 714-319-5585 if you find the gate locked. 

If you are interested in getting involved in any or 
all of the activities, contact Vice Commodore Debbie 

Feinerman at vicecommodore@wsasmb.org  or 310-
291 -1625. 

mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
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need our calcium. 

Friday evening’s BBQ potluck dinner had food galore, 
sailor lore and as usual, lots of laughter. As the party 

wound down we enjoyed seeing the twinkling lights of 

Palos Verdes and hearing the glorious sounds of the 
surge of the sea against the shore.  

Saturday sunshine streaming through the hatches 

helped to start what was to become a truly perfect 
morning. French pressed coffee, a dip in the sea, and a 

great book to boot. So relaxing… but short lived. At 

10:00am Harmony’s dinghy arrived to suggest that her 
captain, Melody, (whom we shall now refer to as "Billy 

goat") was leading a hike. Six miles later, I somehow felt 
as if I had joined a Sierra Club weekend! The views are 

extraordinary at 1000 feet.  

Other activities of the day included stand up paddle 
boarding, more kayaking, and, as usual, a bit of boat 

maintenance, which is always a great learning experience 

for all.  
A delightful happy hour aboard Harmony followed by 

dinner at the "Doug’s Reef"... we dinghied back with full 
bellies to our respective boats for a well-deserved sleep.  

Sunday crept upon us and we said our farewells to 
magical Catalina Island. We set our sails under perfect 

conditions to carry us home to Marina del Rey. What a 

wonderful trip it was. Thanks to all the Captains who so 
generously share their precious boats! 

 

(Catalina Isthmus Cruise—Continued from page 5) 
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Date Destination Highlight/Activity 

Nov 7-9* San Pedro Harbor Sight see, Trolley ride, eat 

 
* indicates a cruise particularly suitable for new sailors 

WSA 2014 Cruise Schedule 
By Melody Kanschat and Jeannea Jordan 

 

Come Cruising with WSA! 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2014 ASMBYC Calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays, but they are NOT listed on 

this calendar.  

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

2014 LEMWOD teams prepare for a day of racing. 

Photo by Jo Murray 

November 2014 

7-9th WSA Cruise to San Pedro 

11th Tues WSA General Meeting 

25th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

December 2014 

9th Tues WSA Holiday Dinner and Installation 

13th Sat MdR Holiday Boat Parade 

http://www.asmbyc.org/
http://www.wsasmb.org/
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2014 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 
Commodore:  Mary Ho            Vice Commodore:  Debbie Feinerman 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Sharlyn Harley       Secretary:  Carey Meredith 
education@wsasmb.org             secretary@wsasmb.org 
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Jr Staff Commodore:  Jennifer Zannelli 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Melody Kanschat        Race Chair: - Jana Davis 

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Co-Chairs:  Melody Kanschat/Jeannea Jordan Day Sail Chair:  open 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb.org 
 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  Mary Jo O’Neill 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Social Co-Chair:  Fritze Rodic         Membership Chair:  Monica Morrell 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director:  Christina Tarantola   Publicity Chair:  Katherine Wu  
communications@wsasmb.org           pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Mike Gitchell 
 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

WSA—on the water since 1985! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service 

programs; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:education@wsasmb.org
mailto:secretary@wsasmb.org
mailto:treasurer@wsasmb.org
mailto:jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org
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mailto:social@wsasmb.org
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mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:events@wsasmb.org
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mailto:pr@wsasmb.org
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