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Meeting Agenda for February 10, 2015 

6:30 pm Social Hour 

7:30 pm Business meeting and light refreshment 

8:00 pm Holly Scott talks about cruising the Channel Islands 

 

Location: Santa Monica Windjammers YC, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey 

  
 
 

What’s in the 
wind… 
 
 

Commodore’s 
Column 
 
 
Rainbow Harbor 
Cruise Report 
 
 
2015 Cruising 
Schedule 
 
 
Racing Report 
 

Day sails are one of the great benefits of WSA membership. 
Beautiful voyages, friendly crewmates, and a great learning 
environment for all.  

Photo by Mike Gitchell 
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 Commodore’s Column 

by Debbie Feinerman 
 
How Are We Doing? 

Often we make resolutions in January that 
are long forgotten by February. Let’s see 

how WSA is doing so far this year. At our 
installation dinner I mentioned some goals for 2015: to 

increase the number of day sails by 15%, to continue our 

strong cruising program, to introduce more to racing and 
race management, and most of all to welcome our 

members to the WSA sailing community. 
I’m delighted to report that, at the one month mark, 

we’re on track!  Our generous skippers have already 

hosted five day sails, with many more to come; our Newbie 
New Year Cruise was delightful (see page 4); we co-hosted 

an extremely well attended race committee seminar with 
Santa Monica Windjammers Yacht Club; and we enjoyed 

our first general meeting of the year. In the coming week, 
many will cruise with WSA to Newport Beach for the 

Women’s Sailing Convention at which some will teach, 

many will learn, and everyone will have a good time. 
On the membership front, it’s time to renew if you 

haven’t already done so and it’s always time to encourage 
your friends, acquaintances and others who love the ocean 

to join us. We’re launching a mentor program which will 

make it easier for new members to learn about what we do 
and to figure out how to get involved more easily. The 

board invites your participation as a mentor and I know we 
can count on you to share a smile and lend a hand. 

As previously announced, our entry in the Marina del Rey 

Holiday Boat Parade was an award winner, garnering the 
“Best Organization” award and several gift certificates. 

We’re giving George Maronich some gift certificates as a 
thank you for allowing us to again use his Catalina 42 My 
Time 3 and will be raffling the rest at our February meeting 
to those of you who shopped, cut, glued, lights, zip tied, 

lifted, hauled, sang, dance or cleaned up. You must be 

present to win. 
In this milestone year, the 30th anniversary of our 

founding and the 50th birthday of Marina del Rey, we’ll 
learn some fun facts about our sailing home, our sailing 

community, and the folks who helped us launch WSA of 

Santa Monica Bay. Our last issue asked what you were 
doing in 1985, the year that WSA of Santa Monica Bay was 

founded. Today’s question is what will we do in 2015 to 
ensure that our WSA continues to flourish for the next 30 

years? Let’s make it happen together. 
See you on and around the water – happy sailing!   

January Meeting 
By Sharlyn Harley, Education Director 

 

Our February speaker will be Holly Scott. 
Holly will talk about cruising the Channel 

Islands and discuss an upcoming trip this 

summer open to all who are interested in tagging along. 
 

Our speaker for March will be Christine Perakis. Christine 
was a liveaboard here in Marina del Rey, got her Captain’s 

License, and helmed the Hornblower prior to skippering a 

boat to the BVI’s and deciding to stay there. She will show 
slides and talk about her experiences and new life that lead 

her to Tortola.  
 

2015 WSA Commodore Debbie Feinerman 

introduces Race Co-Chair Janna Davis 

during the overview of 2015.  

It might be a wet and cold January 

somewhere, but southern California means 

you never have to “winterize” your boat (or 

lifestyle).  

“Gal Warnings” is always looking for photos 
and articles about WSA activities and our 
members! 

— Contact  Newsletter@WSASMB.org —  

WSA “Snapshots” 
 

This month we highlight WSA’s January 
meeting and our beautiful marina in mid-
winter. Snow? What’s that? 

mailto:Newsletter@WSASMB.org
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 Have you got your WSA gear yet? 

Go to http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/ today and 
place your order. 

Cetacean spotting in Santa Monica Bay 
By Sue Service 

The internet has recently been full of reports of whale 

sightings in Santa Monica Bay, including humpbacks, 
orcas, and gray whales. A pod of orcas, known by the 

name of its matriarch “CA 51,” has returned to the South 

Bay. Alisa Schulman-Janiger, founder of the California 
Killer Whale Project, and director of the Los Angeles 

American Cetacean Society, said the pod has been 
visiting the South Bay each winter since 2010.  

Also in the South Bay, stand up paddle boarders have 

been treated to quite of show of breaching humpbacks.  
Whales are frequent visitors to the deep water canyon 

off Redondo Beach. The canyon reaches a depth of 440 
meters, which is equal to the height of the Palos Verdes 

Peninsula. 

The Pacific gray whale annually migrates each winter 
to their calving grounds in the lagoons of Baja and their 

route takes them right by Santa Monica Bay. Celebrate 
the annual migration of the Pacific gray whale at Heal 

the Bay’s Santa Monica Pier Aquarium during “Whale of 
a Weekend,” February 14th & 15th. Whale-themed 

activities will be ongoing both days from 12:30 to 5:00 

p.m. at the marine science center, 1600 Ocean Front 
Walk, located beach level at the Pier.  

 

Renew your WSA membership today! 
 
If you haven’t done so, please go to 
www.wsasmb.org to renew your membership 
for 2015.  
You need only to submit payment, either 
through paypal or by mail — you do not need to 
submit another waiver or application.  
Only members who have renewed for 2015 are 
eligible for day sails and cruises. This February 
newsletter is the last you’ll receive unless you 
renew, that alone is reason enough to re-up! 

Get your day sail on with WSA. Renew 
today to enjoy the club’s many benefits. 

 
Photo by Mike Gitchell 

http://www.wsasmb.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/59487422285/
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WSA Racing Report 
By WSA Racing Cochair Cynthia Nibler 

 

This month I’d like to start with a quote. 
This is from my friend Tracy - who used to 

be a bartender in Texas. She always 

manages to do the most outrageous pours where the 
bottle is an arm’s length away from the glass without 

spilling a drop. One day I asked her how she did it. 
“Darlin’ - you believe in the pour.” 
Is there a name for that “feeling” that you get out on 

the water? I know it’s better than any drug –and it 
somehow lets you be Zen and excited at the same time. 

Racing gives you that feeling but with the excitement side 
scaled UP! How many opportunities do we get to 

experience that kind of camaraderie and physicality 

anymore? This is the year to explore those opportunities 
as both crew - and Captain. Believe in the pour! And this 

month you can start with the Women’s Sailing Convention 
on the 7th. You can also go to the Racing page on our site 

and follow the simple steps to get crewed up and on the 
water. 

On March 1, we are cosponsoring the North U Tactics 

Seminar in Costa Mesa. I’m personally looking forward to 
that. North U really knows their stuff and the coaches are 

very approachable. We are also busily planning the March 
Starting Clinic headed by Lee Rhoads at SMWYC. You can 

look forward to it taking place by and large on the water. 

We hope to have a ton of participants this year and 
perhaps a few tricks up our sleeves to make it 

interesting. 
We’re also exploring having a Tech Clinic in June – 

please let me know if that sounds interesting & what 
you’d like to know more about. You’ll be able to use the 

information immediately. Food for thought if you are 

attending Long Beach Race Week. At present we have 
Race Q’s interested and they will be attending Race Week 

as well. 
Newbie Corner: Before you go out – as always: Know 

the weather report intimately, bring a snack that is 

premade that you can eat with one hand, as well as a 
bottle of water, gloves, a PFD [personal flotation device], 

a wind & waterproof jacket. You may occasionally need 
bibs. I used mine once last year. Pack light! 

Read the Race Notices for the race you will be in, know 

what the racecourse is, a smart phone is handy as 
sometimes the course is not posted until an hour before 

the race. TIP: put it in a sandwich size Ziploc. 
Print out chart 16 and have it with you. Then draw the 

course on that chart and note which heading is optimal. 
That is handy info. 

Learn the signal flags. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Racing_Rules_of_Sailing#Race_signals 
Learn the racing rules of sailing. 

http://www.sailing.org/documents/racing-rules.php 

Bring extra food if you can – the Captain is so busy 

beforehand that they often neglect to eat. 
Listen for your Captain’s voice. Make that section of the 

sound spectrum stand out to you. 
Remember, believe in the pour! 

 

 

A January Cruise to Rainbow Harbor, 
Long Beach  
By Carolyn Allport — Photos by Melody Kanschat 

 

The first cruise of the New Year! The winds weren’t 
with us but the whales were and, with no swell or chop 

on a gorgeous blue sky day, we had perfect conditions 

for spotting them — and without sails to trim we had 
plenty of attention to devote to enjoying the view.  

We hadn’t been 
out too long before 

we saw our first 

whale, not far off to 
starboard. It swam 

alongside for awhile 
and then sounded, 

flipping up its tail. A 

second whale 
appeared, even 

closer to the boat. 
We saw others 

farther off. I spotted 
a pair in the distance and tracked them as they spouted 

northward the entire length of Catalina.  

Harmony and Ruthsm reported sightings too, Melody 
telling us later she’d never had a whale so close to her 

boat and Donna on Ruthsm said she’d never seen so 
many whales on one day as long as she’d been sailing.  

Once we passed Point Fermin the enormous expanse of 

the two ports — the Port of Los Angeles and the Port of 
Long Beach — spread out before us. The Port of Los 

Angeles is the largest in the world by shipping volume, 
and the two ports together constitute the ninth largest 

port in the world. It was daunting passing among thirty 
or so container ships that were lying-off, waiting to be 

unloaded and adding their exhaust to the pall already 

hanging over the area. The ports’ success has come with 
an environmental cost.  

Looking at the charts was like studying a giant maze in 
which I was trying to spot Rainbow Harbor, which is a 

harbor within a harbor. Susan French, fortunately, had 

been there and marked it, next to the tiny rectangle that 
indicated the Pine Street Pier.  

Even with Susan’s previous experience there was a 
tricky bit to deal with — what looked like an underwater 

pipe barely projecting out of the water. We were alerted 
to it by a line of birds, detoured around it, and saw the 

(Continued on page 6) 

Coco and Daliana 

http://wsasmb.org/racing/
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Celebrating 30 Years of WSA 
 
Have You Visited the Marina del Rey Historical Society? 
 

Thanks to the dedicated work of numerous volunteers, including Greg Wenger and 

Willie Hjorth, many precious photos and artifacts detailing the history of our marina 
harbor have been preserved. As of last April, we can now enjoy the Society’s many 

offerings at their location in Fisherman’s Village.  
 

The Society is always in need of of volunteers and you can begin the process by visiting 
its website at http://marinadelreyhistoricalsociety.org/volunteer-opportunities-2/  

 

The Society’s location is at 13737 Fiji Way, #C-3. Its hours of operation are 12 p.m. to 
4 p.m., Tuesday through Sunday. Their phone number is 310-701-1073. 

http://marinadelreyhistoricalsociety.org/volunteer-opportunities-2/
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wooden dock alongside the pier, a complex of restaurants, 
shops, and a waterfront promenade just beyond.  

Ruthsm had arrived before us and we were soon tied up 
behind and waiting for Harmony so happy hour could 

begin. Tom did some thorough online researching as we 

waited, checking Trip Advisor ratings, menus, and walking 
distances, and we agreed on Pier 76, just a short walk up 

Pine Street, for seafood. It was a no brainer for me: 
lobster roll! And with bacon and blue cheese on top! 

What’s not to like? I confess however that, for fear of 

offending my Yankee forebears I removed the bacon-and-
cheese garnish, eating it as an appetizer before gobbling 

the lobster roll. After that, the year’s supply of broccoli 
slaw that came as my side, and some sweet potato fries 

we ordered to share, I waddled home happy, looking 

forward to “Movie Night” on Harmony with Coco’s great 
selection of recent films.  

A word on the guest dock here. It’s right alongside the 
Pier, only a few feet below it. The gate at the top of the 

ramp is unlocked, which in any case would be pointless, 
as it’s only a hop down. With the lighthouse across the 

way, the excursion boats going in and out, it’s a popular 

place day and night for families, couples, people out for a 
run or other exercise (yoga, Zumba!), strolling, or just 

taking in the proximity to the marine environment.  
But there’s proximity and then there’s boarding! It’s one 

thing to be lulled by the gentle rocking of a boat as you 

sleep, another to be startled awake by someone jumping 
onto your deck. This is what happened around midnight 

just after everyone was settled in. The Captain yelled and 
the offenders, clearly not expecting anyone to be aboard, 

jumped quickly off.  
Saturday we took a leisurely morning and sorted 

ourselves into two groups — one bound for the Aquarium, 

a short walk away along the promenade, the other for the 
Museum of Latin American Art, a mile and a half along 

Shoreline and up into town. I went with the museum 

group. The walk was a chance to see some more of Long 

Beach.  
Last night it had been the downtown with its old and 

new high-rise hotels and office buildings and wide 
boulevards, today was along the harbor front past the 

Convention Center and past residential side streets with 

architecture dating from the twenties through the sixties. 
When Melody introduced herself to her MOLAA colleagues 

at the reception desk, we were all graciously invited to 
enter free of charge. (For those of you who don’t know of 

Melody except as a skipper, I invite you avail yourselves of 
your favorite search engine!)  

We thanked them for such hospitality and assured them 

we planned to contribute financially in any case: they have 
a café and a museum shop. I have a degree in art history 

and worked in an art museum for several years, and 
found the exhibitions at MOLAA engaging and thought 

provoking. An exhibit of the work of Cuban artist Esterio 

Segura with its work both playful and serious seemed very 
timely in light of the recent change of US-Cuba policy.  

After a thorough visit we adjourned to Café Viva in a 
lovely courtyard off the museum for lunch and a choice of 

of Latin American specialties. I continued my financial 
contribution at the shop, buying handmade gifts for my 

two little grandsons and... just had to get those earrings 

with La Sirena, the mermaid. “Of course,” said the 
salesgirl, “You’re a sailor!” My theory is that sirens do not 

try to wreck boats captained by WSA skippers!  
We walked back to the boat, shared stories with the 

Aquarium group, napped or read (or in Melody’s case, 

practiced using a Jumar to ascend the mast) until happy 
hour. We had so much food and fun we decided to call 

that dinner and keep on sharing stories of adventures 
past, present and future. Followed by another Movie Night 

on Harmony, followed by... 

Another boarding! Ruthsm this time. Ruth looked out 
from her berth at 3 a.m. and saw a pair of legs! She yelled 

loud enough to wake her shipmates and scare the legs 
into running off. Perhaps there is a giant banner on the 

dock that reads: “Sleep on a Yacht Tonight!” But I doubt 
it. Do we need our own banner for future trips: 

suggestions anyone? 

We had a wonderful 
champagne brunch with 

lox and toasted bagels, 
mimosas with blood 

oranges that Susan and 

Tom Rowe brought from 
their backyard tree, and 

then we were off.  
Still no wind, and still a 

great number of 
container ships to avoid, 

but we counted ten 

fewer then we saw 
when we arrived.  

(January Cruise — Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 7) 

The January cruisers enjoying the fare at Pier 76. 
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And we 
counted more 

whales, too. Just 
after we crossed 

the underwater 

area marked on 
the charts as 

Redondo 
Canyon, Tom 

spotted astern a 
dark ripple 

perpendicular to 

the shore. Could it be...? Yes. It was a line of whales, six 
or more, heading out to sea to continue their migration.  

As we made our own migration to our home port, we 
bade these ocean leviathans “Fare thee well.”  

 

 

WSA Members Honored 
WSA S/C Susan Service was awarded the California 

Yacht Club Women’s Association’s 2014 Fleet Service 
Award for the outstanding contributions she has made in 

time and service to CYC. Susan is currently serving as 
CYC’s Sail Committee Chair and has organized fleet 

regattas in the past, as well as volunteering for RC duties 

when she is not racing.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

WSA webmaster and newsletter co-editor John W 

Nelson was recently honored by the Pacific Coast Yachting 
Association for his efforts on behalf of PCYA’s website and 

its social media presence.  
Established in 1923, 

the Pacific Coast 

Yachting Association is 
composed of yachting 

and cruising 
associations from 

Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada, to San Diego, 

California. Its purpose 

is to promote yachting 
in all its forms on the 

Pacific Coast of North 
America as well as in 

Hawaii.  

PCYA’s Burgee of Merit 
Cup is awarded to an 

individual who has 
best supported the 

mission and promoted 
the image of the Pacific 

Coast Yachting 

Association. This 
unique silver cup was 

actually given to a third-place finisher in a PCYA regatta in 
1923, PCYA’s first year of existence, and was fortuitously 

discovered at a “swap meet” in 2012.  

In addition to acting as PCYA’s and WSA’s webmaster, 
John also performs that function for the Santa Monica Bay 

Sailing Foundation and UCLA’s Marina Aquatic Center.  
 

SCYA 2014 George L. and Kay B. Fisher Memorial 
Trophy Awarded to WSA’s Kellie Fennessy and 
Mike Priest 

This prestigious award is given to a couple who have 

rendered distinguished service to yachting in Southern 
California over a long period of time. WSA members Gary 

and Rosalie Green won the award in 2013.  
 

 
Can you identify the location of this photo?? 

Email newsletter@wsasmb.org with your answer! 

(January Cruise — Continued from page 6) 

Susan and CYCWA Second Officer Carol Watkins 

John receiving the 2014 

Burgee of Merit Cup from 

WSA member and PCYA 

Commodore Gary Green. 
Photo by Gisele Chb 
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  WSA 2015 Cruise Schedule 

By Cruise Co-Chairs Melody Kanschat and Jeannea Jordan 
Join us for a 2015 WSA Cruise. To reserve a spot email Jeannea at jeannea1042@gmail.com or 

Melody at melodykan2@gmail.com. For more information phone Jeannea at (818) 368-6776 or 
Melody at 323-571-1101 

Date Destination Highlight/Activity 

Feb 5-Feb 8 Newport Beach 

MDR-San Pedro-Newport-MDR 

Women’s Sailing Convention 

Mar 21-22* Redondo Beach/King Harbor Spring Solstice Cruise  
shop, walk, kayak, restaurants 

Apr 2-5 Isthmus, Catalina Island Easter Cruise 
make hats, hike, dinghy, kayak, beach 
bar-b-que 

May 21-25 Avalon, Catalina Island Memorial Day Cruise  
Miniature golf, zip line, bar hop, hike, 
snorkel, swim, dinghy, kayak 

Jun 11-14 Isthmus, Catalina Island Pre-New Moon Cruise 
Hike, snorkel, swim, dinghy, kayak, 
beach bar-b-que 

Jul 1 

Jul 2 
Jul 3-4 

Jul 5 
Jul 6-9 

Jul 10 

Jul 11 
Jul 12 

MDR to Avalon 

Avalon to San Diego 
San Diego Harbor 

San Diego to Todos Santos 
Ensenada 

Ensenada to San Diego 

San Diego to Dana Point 
Dana Point to MDR 

Southern Cruise Especial 
 
Fireworks on SD Bay, 

Explore islands 
Sight see/wine tour/fish tacos 

Overnight and crew change 

Aug 12-16 Emerald Bay adventure, 

Isthmus, Catalina Island 

Swimmer’s Paradise Cruise 
swim, swim, snorkel and dinghy 
cocktail raft up 

Sep 7 

Sep 8-11 
Sep 12 

Sep 13 

MDR To CI Harbor 

Santa Cruz Island 
S.C. Island to Ventura Harbour 

Ventura to MDR 

Northern Quest Cruise 
Visit several anchorages, dinghy, 
kayak, hike, relax, read, scrabble 

Oct 9-12* MDR-San Pedro-Dana Point-MDR Columbus Day Cruise 
Fine dining-from fish to French, plus 
walks, shop, kayak, explore 

Nov 3-22* Tahiti-Bora Bora French Polynesia Spectacular!!!!! 
Charter fleet led by Holly Scott, 
Jeannea Jordon, Cloyd Milton, and 

Melody Kanschat 

* good for first time cruising, no 

dinghy or anchor required! 

  

file:///C:/Users/melodyk/Documents/jeannea1042@gmail.com
mailto:melodykan2@gmail.com
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2015 ASMBYC Calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays, but they are NOT listed on 

this calendar.  

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

March 2015 

1st Sunday Dr Baker Regatta—MVYC 

1st Sunday North U Tactics Seminar—Costa Mesa 

7-8 Sat/Sun MdR Opening Day Weekend 

10th Tues WSA General Meeting 

14th Sat Harris Spring Regatta—CYC 

15th Sun Introduction to Sailboat Racing—CYC 

21-22 WSA Cruise to Redondo Beach 

24th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

28-29 Sat/Sun King Harbor Race Week—KHYC 

February 2015 

4th Weds Protest Seminar—CYC 

7th Sat Women’s Sailing Convention—SCYA 

10th Tues WSA General Meeting 

21-22 Sat/Sun SCYA Midwinters (OD at CYC, PHRF at KHYC, Cruisers at SMWYC) 

24th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

28th Sat Santa Monica Bay Race (Berger/Stein #2) DRYC 

http://www.asmbyc.org/
http://www.wsasmb.org/
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2015 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 
Commodore:  Debbie Feinerman         Vice Commodore:  Melody Kanschat 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Sharlyn Harley       Secretary:  Carey Meredith 
education@wsasmb.org             secretary@wsasmb.org 
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Jr Staff Commodore:  Mary Ho 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Jana Davis          Race Co-Chair: - Cynthia Nibler & Jana Davis 

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Co-Chairs:  Melody Kanschat/Jeannea Jordan Day Sail Chair:  Mary Ho 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb.org 
 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  Mary Jo O’Neill 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Hospitality Chair:  Karen Sarpolus       Membership Chair:  Barbara Morris 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director:  Christina Tarantola   Publicity Chair:  Carolyn Allport  
communications@wsasmb.org           pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Mike Gitchell 
 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

WSA—on the water since 1985! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service 

programs; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:education@wsasmb.org
mailto:secretary@wsasmb.org
mailto:treasurer@wsasmb.org
mailto:jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org
mailto:racing@wsasmb.org
mailto:cruising@wsasmb.org
mailto:daysails@wsasmb
mailto:skippers@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:events@wsasmb.org
mailto:events@wsasmb.org
mailto:membership@wsasmb.org
mailto:membership@wsasmb.org
mailto:communications@wsasmb.org
mailto:communications@wsasmb.org
mailto:pr@wsasmb.org
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