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Meeting Agenda for January 13, 2015 

6:30 pm Social Hour 

7:30 pm Business meeting and light refreshment 

8:00 pm Jeannea Jordon on the 2015 WSA Cruise Schedule 

 

Location: Santa Monica Windjammers YC, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey 

  
 
 

What’s in the 
wind… 
 
 

Commodore’s 
Column 
 
 
Holiday Boat 
Parade Photos 
and Report 
 
 
2015 Cruising 
Schedule 
 
 
2014 Installation 
Dinner 
 
 
Racing Report 
 

Celebrating Marina del Rey’s 50th birthday, WSA’s entry earned the 

prize for “Best Organization” in the 2014 Holiday Boat Parade. More 
photos inside. 

Photo by Mike Yokotake 
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 Commodore’s Column 

by Debbie Feinerman 
 
Happy New Year! 
 

I hope everyone enjoyed the holidays and 

I wish each of you the best in 2015.  

WSA finished 2014 on a high note and activities are 
already underway for the new year! Our December 

achievements set the tone for a fantastic year. We had a 
winning entry in the Marina del Rey Holiday Boat Parade 

and shared a festive installation dinner and holiday party.  
These events showcase the talent and generosity of our 

members.  

This year’s boat parade theme was “Happy Birthday, 
Marina del Rey,” in honor of the marina’s upcoming 50th 

birthday. Our design combined the iconic lighthouse found 
in Fisherman’s Village, with a lighted sign exclaiming 

“Happy 50,” wrapped birthday presents, and holiday 

decorations galore. Candy canes, snowflakes, Santa, 
Frosty, and some WSA members adorned George 

Maronich’s Catalina 42, “My Time 3” for the third year in a 
row.  The lighthouse and birthday sign were constructed 

the week before the parade at SMWYC, where we 
transformed foam core with a simple design outline to the 

beautiful lighted glittery images that we shared with 

parade spectators the following week. Enjoy Lisa 
Baertlein’s insights regarding her parade experience on 

page 5 as well as the accompanying photos. Thanks to all 
who shopped, cut, glued, lighted, zip tied, lifted, hauled, 

sang, danced, and cleaned up – you’re why we received 

the aptly named “Best Organization” award.  
At our lovely installation dinner, I shared my goals to 

continue our strong cruising program, increase the number 
of day sails by 15%, introduce more to racing and race 

management, and, most of all to welcome our members – 

whether longtime or brand new -- to the WSA sailing 
community. Our generous skippers have already begun 

hosting day sails and we will soon be co-hosting with 
SMWYC a Race Committee and Management Seminar. 

Another activity that you might enjoy is the day long 
Women’s Sailing Convention to be held at Bahia Corinthian 

Yacht Club on February 7.  

I’m looking forward to seeing you at our first general 
meeting of 2015 on January 13. Please say hello and let 

me know what you’d like from the club and how we can 
work together to make it even better.  

 

See you on and around the water – happy sailing! 

January Meeting 
By Sharlyn Harley, Education Director 

 

For our January meeting, Jeannea Jordan 
will present a recap of our 2014 cruises. 

Her presentation will include a slide show of 

all of the places they explored, which included Ensenada, 
Mexico, and many of the Channel Islands.   

 
For February, our speaker will be Holly Scott. Holly will 

talk about cruising the Channel Islands, and discuss an 

upcoming trip this summer open to all who are interested 
in tagging along. 

 

Karyn, Diane, and Susana show the guys 

how it’s done at the Boat Parade decorating 

party at SMWYC. (Photo by Coco Leigh) 

WSA’s Holiday Party and Installation Dinner 

was a great success, as the smiles at this 

table indicate. (Photo by Mike Gitchell) 

“Gal Warnings” is always looking for photos 
and articles about WSA activities and our 
members! 

— Contact  Newsletter@WSASMB.org —  

WSA “Snapshots” 
 

This month we highlight WSA’s entry in the 
Holiday Boat Parade and our 2014 Holiday 
Party and Installation Dinner. More photos 
inside!  

mailto:Newsletter@WSASMB.org
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 Have you got your WSA gear yet? 

Go to http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/ today and 
place your order. 

WSA Scores Two More “Firsts” 
By Commodore Debbie Feinerman 

 

For the first time, in 2015 the Commodore of the 
Association of Santa Monica Bay Yacht Clubs will be 

serving under the WSA burgee. Also for the first time, 

WSA will co-host this year’s ASMBYC Homeport Regatta. 
On January 11, WSA Communications Director and 

Staff Commodore Christina Tarantola will be installed as 
the Commodore of ASMBYC. This will be the first time 

that the commodore's club affiliation is WSA, although 

other members of WSA have served as ASMBYC 
Commodore in the past, most recently Kellie Fennessy 

(CYC) and Dana Hutton (SCCYC). 
AMSBYC addresses issues and causes common to all of 

us in Santa Monica Bay. You are probably most familiar 

with ASMBYC indirectly, as it oversees the maintenance 
of the yellow spar buoys in Marina del Rey and King 

Harbor. It also publishes the Race Calendar for the Bay. 
ASMBYC also awards several prestigious awards to junior 

and adult members of our community each year. Behind 
the scenes, ASMBYC works with our local and state 

representatives on issues including copper bottom paint 

and preserving aids to navigation (Coast Guard buoys).  
In 2013, WSA finally become a regular member of 

ASMBYC after spending many years as an associate 

member. This means that we now enjoy full rights and 

voting powers, on par with the 12 other regular member 
clubs: California YC, Del Rey YC, Fairwind YC, King 

Harbor YC, Marina Venice YC, Pacific Mariners YC, Port 
Royal YC, Redondo Beach YC, Santa Monica 

Windjammers YC, South Bay Yacht Racing Club, South 

Coast Corinthian YC, and Westlake YC. The only 
associate member at this time is the Pacific 

Singlehanded Sailing Association. 
Although WSA has been a co-sponsor of the Women 

on the Water/Woman at the Helm Regatta for many 
years, for the first time we will also co-sponsor the 

Homeport Regatta. Similar to the WOW/WAH, 

Homeport's mission is to get new racers and new 
skippers into racing. This year's regatta is scheduled for 

May 3, with a preparatory seminar on April 30. Notice of 
Race and Sailing Instructions will become available on 

the ASMBYC website at asmbyc.org in the spring.WSA 

Fleet Captain Jana Davis will serve as ASMBYC 
Coordinator for both Homeport and WOW/WAH.  

The ASMBYC Installation Luncheon and Awards 
Ceremony will be held January 11 at California Yacht 

Club. Registration begins at 11:30 a.m. and the 
luncheon begins at 12:15 p.m. Tickets are $45.00. To 

RSVP, contact Kellie Fennessy at 

kelfen@mindspring.com. 

Have you renewed for 2015? 
 
It’s quick, it’s easy, and it supports 
women in sailing. Do it today!  

MEMBERSHIP LINK 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/59487422285/
http://wsasmb.org/membership/
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WSA Racing Report 
By WSA Racing Cochair Cynthia Nibler 

 

Bonjour Sailors!  
This year WSA Racing will continue our 

focus on education and training with an 

emphasis on FUN. I’d love to invite everyone whether 
new or salty to take a class or seminar.  

Put your toe in the water starting Sunday January 10, 
with the Race Committee Seminar. Race committee is a 

perfect place to start, whether you know nothing about 

racing or are an old hand and could learn more. Ever 
wonder how you could be swishing around glamorously 

on that Buoy boat? Or how handicaps work? Meet the 
kook who selected that crazy course? This is your ticket. 

It will be at SMWYC, upstairs in the bar area. It’s also a 

great place to meet new people who love sailing. 
Captains, I would especially love to reach out to you. 

Lest we forget our roots... racing was the impetus for the 
start of WSASMB. It is the perfect way to hone your skills 

and to find a ready pool of skilled crew who will know 
and care for your boat better than the casual friend or 

family crew. Let’s give WSALB a run for their money. 

Racing is the #1 best place to increase your 
knowledge, skills, and contacts in the sport of sailing. It 

can be as tame or exciting as you would like it to be. Try 
a mid-week race like the “Vic Smith [TNT] Tuesday Night 

Trials” or the summer Wednesday Sunset Series.  

Getting involved in racing is easy. Follow a few simple 
steps and you’ll be thrilled with the results. You are 

already on the way. 
 Go to a seminar, starting with the Race Committee 

Seminar on January 10. Then go to as many as you 

can! 

 Talk to other sailors, racers, fellow WSA members, and 

spread the word that you want to race. If you are 
completely new to sailing and racing, cescribe yourself 

to a potential captain or crewmate as “rail meat”. I 
know it sounds offensive, but your function is vital and 

you are needed to win. You can watch what everyone 

is doing from that vantage point. Tip: don’t chat 
overmuch during the race, just watch, listen and learn. 

 Know your knots, especially how to tie the boat off to a 

cleat, how to tie off a fender with a clove-n-2 half 
hitches and how to tie a bowline. Tip: start with two 

pieces of rope in hand and look up the knots on 

YouTube. Then practice regularly while watching TV – 
as if you were knitting. You’ll be able to do it blind and 

when you are excited on deck you won’t forget how to 
tie the knot! 

 Make yourself available: Get your name, phone 

number(s) and email address on lists for crew. Some 

links can be found on the WSASMB website’s Racing 
page. 

I also have self-education resources that I’ve cobbled 

together to teach friends and myself that I am happy to 

share. I’d love to hear from you, your triumphs, 
tribulations and toe stubs. The best way to reach me is 

by email at wsaracing@gmail.com.  
Next month in addition to the news we’ll share more 

ways you can get into racing and prepare for racing 

season. We can get ready together! Don’t forget your 
pushups! And see you at the Women’s Sailing convention 

Feb 7!  
 

Racing Calendar in brief: 
 January 3, we had the Burger/Stein “Malibu and 

Return”  
 Gail & Frank Hine Regatta on the January 10.  

 Champagne 1,2 & 3 on January 24 as well as MdR to 

Ship Rock.  

 The month ends with the Super Bowl Regatta on 

January 25 and the Palos Verdes BLT on January 31. 

 
2015 promises amazing times so let’s get this party 

started! Until then, I’ll leave you with wise words from my 
British Grandfather — “Good God, man — just get on 

with it!” 
 

Happy 3oth, WSA SMB! 
Yes, 2015 marks the 30th 

anniversary of the founding of 

WSA of Santa Monica Bay. Do you 
remember 1985? (Do you admit to 

remembering it?)  

Well, in that year... 
 

 The Internet instituted its domain name system (that’s 

what DNS means!). 
 Mikhail Gorbachev became the General Secretary of 

the Soviet Communist Party and de facto leader of the 
Soviet Union. 

 “New Coke” was released and promptly fizzled. 

 “Back to the Future” opened and ended up being the 

highest grossing film of 1985 in the United States.  

 The first smoking ban in restaurants in the United 

States was passed in Aspen, Colorado. 
 The wreck of the RMS Titanic was found in the North 

Atlantic. 

 The space shuttle Atlantis made its maiden flight into 

space. 

 The first Nintendo home video game console in United 

States was released. 
 The comic strip “Calvin and Hobbes” debuted in 35 

newspapers.  

 
Now, what were YOU doing in 1985?  

In future editions, we’ll reflect on the efforts of the 

women (and men) who made WSA SMB a reality.  

http://wsasmb.org/racing/
http://wsasmb.org/racing/
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Before we hit the water, there’s a lot of work to be done (and fun to be had)… 
Decorating and parade photos by Mike Gitchell, Debbie Feinerman, and Coco Leigh  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…which is whyWSA brought home a trophy at the 2014 Holiday Boat Parade 
by Lisa Baertlein  

There was a pattern and a plan, piles of sparkling “Bollywood” fabric, yards of rope lights, bottles of glue, hundreds of 

zip ties, and a bunch of experienced boat float builders. It was a week before Marina del Rey’s boat parade 
commemorating the city’s 50th birthday and this first timer couldn’t wait to see how WSA’s design would come together.  

Fixed to thick, black foam core boards with glue and finger-torturing zip ties, the fabric and lights became Marina del 
Rey’s iconic blue and white lighthouse — complete with a 

beacon. Many pairs of hands then coaxed the glittery, gold 
fabric and lengths of lights into the message “Happy 50th” — 

Success!  

 
A bigger crew gathered the following Saturday morning — 

parade day! We hoisted a hulking generator onboard, set up 
the sound system, hung the lighthouse and birthday wish, 

collected “toxic sand” to keep the boat’s skirt from flying like 

Marilyn Monroe’s in "The Seven Year Itch," and answered 
the rallying cry: “More lights!”  

 

After several hours, and lots of laughs and strategizing, 

the moment of truth arrived. We flipped on the power. Our 
design lit up, strings of colorful bulbs switched on, and Santa 

and his blow-up snowman friend came to life.  We were 
ready.  

The bang and shimmer of fireworks kicked off the 

evening’s parade. Competition was fierce and inspired – a 
champagne cork popped on one rival float, while an elf 

popped out of a “cake” on another. We took home the 2014 
prize for “best organization” and I’m already looking forward 

to what WSA will come up with next. 

Karyn, Diane, and Susana show the guys how 

it’s done the week before the big parade.  

Diane and Coco love working with “zip ties.” 

WSA’s entry joins the parade. 
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“I pledge allegiance, to the Santa, of the...” 

“We’re almost done, right, Chris?” 

Santa is ready for his close-up, Mr. DeMille. 

“Now we’re getting organized!” 

“Don’t worry. When it inflates, it will be great!” 

“Seriously. I do this every year.” 

Day of the Parade Preparation Fun... 
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Memories from the 2014 WSA Installation Dinner and Holiday Party 

(photos by Mike Gitchell) 

2014 Marilyn Butefish Award recipient, George 

Maronich, along with Debbie Feinerman, Mary 

Ho, and S/C Christina Tarantola.  

Mike, Karyn, and Jeannea are recognized for 

their many efforts on behalf of WSA.  

Mary Ho receives her “Order of the Blue 

Gavel” burgee from Sherry Barone and Susana 

Hernandez-Araico. 

Staff Commodores Rosalie Davis-Green, Dana 

Hutton, and Susan Hernandez-Araico. 

Carey Meredith, S/C Karyn Jones, and Jim Miller. 

Sam Wagner, Karen Sarpolus, and Debbie Juster. 
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  WSA 2015 Cruise Schedule 

By Cruise Co-Chairs Melody Kanschat and Jeannea Jordan 
Join us for a 2015 WSA Cruise. To reserve a spot email Jeannea at jeannea1042@gmail.com or 

Melody at melodykan2@gmail.com. For more information phone Jeannea at (818) 368-6776 or 
Melody at 323-571-1101 

Date Destination Highlight/Activity 

Jan 23-25* 

  

Long Beach Harbor 

Rainbow Marina 

Newbie New Year Cruise 
Shop, walk, restaurants 

Feb 5-Feb 8 Newport Beach 

MDR-San Pedro-Newport-MDR 

Women’s Sailing Convention 

Mar 21-22* Redondo Beach/King Harbor Spring Solstice Cruise  
shop, walk, kayak, restaurants 

Apr 2-5 Isthmus, Catalina Island Easter Cruise 
make hats, hike, dinghy, kayak, beach 
bar-b-que 

May 21-25 Avalon, Catalina Island Memorial Day Cruise  
Miniature golf, zip line, bar hop, hike, 
snorkel, swim, dinghy, kayak 

Jun 11-14 Isthmus, Catalina Island Pre-New Moon Cruise 
Hike, snorkel, swim, dinghy, kayak, 
beach bar-b-que 

Jul 1 

Jul 2 
Jul 3-4 

Jul 5 
Jul 6-9 

Jul 10 

Jul 11 
Jul 12 

MDR to Avalon 

Avalon to San Diego 
San Diego Harbor 

San Diego to Todos Santos 
Ensenada 

Ensenada to San Diego 

San Diego to Dana Point 
Dana Point to MDR 

Southern Cruise Especial 
 
Fireworks on SD Bay, 

Explore islands 
Sight see/wine tour/fish tacos 

Overnight and crew change 

Aug 12-16 Emerald Bay adventure, 

Isthmus, Catalina Island 

Swimmer’s Paradise Cruise 
swim, swim, snorkel and dinghy 
cocktail raft up 

Sep 7 

Sep 8-11 
Sep 12 

Sep 13 

MDR To CI Harbor 

Santa Cruz Island 
S.C. Island to Ventura Harbour 

Ventura to MDR 

Northern Quest Cruise 
Visit several anchorages, dinghy, 
kayak, hike, relax, read, scrabble 

Oct 9-12* MDR-San Pedro-Dana Point-MDR Columbus Day Cruise 
Fine dining-from fish to French, plus 
walks, shop, kayak, explore 

Nov 3-22* Tahiti-Bora Bora French Polynesia Spectacular!!!!! 
Charter fleet led by Holly Scott, 
Jeannea Jordon, Cloyd Milton, and 

Melody Kanschat 

* good for first time cruising, no 

dinghy or anchor required! 

  

file:///C:/Users/melodyk/Documents/jeannea1042@gmail.com
mailto:melodykan2@gmail.com
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2015 ASMBYC Calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays, but they are NOT listed on 

this calendar.  

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

January 2015 

3rd Sat Berger Stein #1 Malibu and Return—DRYC 

10th Sat WSA Race Clinic—Race Committee work (with SMWYC) 

13th Tues WSA General Meeting 

23rd-25th WSA Cruise to Long Beach Harbor & Rainbow Marina 

24th Sat Champagne Series 1, 2, 3—SBYRC 

25th Sun Super Bowl Regatta—SMWYC 

27th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

31st Sat Champagne Series 4, 5, 6—SBYRC  

February 2015 

4th Weds Protest Seminar—CYC 

7th Sat Women’s Sailing Convention—SCYA 

10th Tues WSA General Meeting 

21-22 Sat/Sun SCYA Midwinters (OD at CYC, PHRF at KHYC, Cruisers at SMWYC) 

24th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

28th Sat Santa Monica Bay Race (Berger/Stein #2) DRYC 

The 2015 WSA SMB Bridge 

http://www.asmbyc.org/
http://www.wsasmb.org/
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2015 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 
Commodore:  Debbie Feinerman         Vice Commodore:  Melody Kanschat 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Sharlyn Harley       Secretary:  Carey Meredith 
education@wsasmb.org             secretary@wsasmb.org 
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Jr Staff Commodore:  Mary Ho 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Jana Davis          Race Co-Chair: - Cynthia Nibler & Jana Davis 

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Co-Chairs:  Melody Kanschat/Jeannea Jordan Day Sail Chair:  Mary Ho 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb.org 
 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  Mary Jo O’Neill 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Hospitality Chair:  Karen Sarpolus       Membership Chair:  Barbara Morris 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director:  Christina Tarantola   Publicity Chair:  Carolyn Allport  
communications@wsasmb.org           pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Mike Gitchell 
 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

WSA—on the water since 1985! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service 

programs; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:education@wsasmb.org
mailto:secretary@wsasmb.org
mailto:treasurer@wsasmb.org
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mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:events@wsasmb.org
mailto:events@wsasmb.org
mailto:membership@wsasmb.org
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mailto:communications@wsasmb.org
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mailto:pr@wsasmb.org
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