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Meeting Agenda for July 14, 2015 

6:30 pm Social Hour 

7:30 pm Business meeting and light refreshment 

8:00 pm Ryan Kittell of NOAA weather service 

 

Location: Santa Monica Windjammers YC, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey 
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One of the treats of a WSA cruise to and from Catalina is 
riding the bow and keeping watch for dolpins and whales. 
 

Photo by Cloyd Milton 
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 Commodore’s Column 

by Debbie Feinerman 
Summertime! 

Summer is my favorite time of year. I’m 

sure it stems from childhood memories of 
camp: hiking, horseback riding, swimming, 

playing with friends and being outside all 
day long. Even though summer is different for me now, 

with many summer days spent at work, the season offers 

us so many water-related adventures to explore with our 
sailing friends. 

Several of our members are currently enjoying the 
Southern Cruise Especial from Marina del Rey to Ensenada 

and back, with many stops along the way. The journey is 
only part of the adventure, as our friends are sure to 

regale us with tales (and a few tall tales?) of their 

experiences. Meanwhile, closer to home, WSA skippers 
share their boats and offer day sails to members. Please let 

them know how much you appreciate their generosity!  
Our racers are competing in a variety of regattas: the 

recently completed Long Beach Race Week in which WSA 

members raced and participated on race committee, the 
ever-popular Wednesday evening Sunset Series that lasts 

until early September, and the upcoming WSA-sponsored 
WOW-WAH regatta in August, among others. For any 

women sailors who’d like to sail on the Catalina 37s, the 
boats that are raced in LEMWOD with a woman skipper 

and all women crew, Sea Gals/The Long Beach Sailing 

Foundation is offering an opportunity on August 16. For 
only $40 (advance registration required), you can enhance 

your sailing skills and network with women sailors from a 
number of other Women’s Sailing Associations in Southern 

California. Whether it’s cruising, racing or day sailing, I 

hope you’re finding the sailing opportunities you desire. 
If you’d like a unique opportunity to see a piece of sailing 

history, on July 12, you’ll want to visit the replica of the 
139-foot schooner, America, that started the America’s Cup 

over 160 years ago. She’ll be in our marina at California 

Yacht Club with free tours in the morning, an afternoon sail 
($75 per person with advance reservations), and a free 

preview of the 2017 America’s Cup at CYC.  
In celebration of Marina del Rey’s 50th birthday, harbor 

tours are being offered on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays 
through September 6, as well as on Labor Day for only $1 

per person. The Hornblower-operated tours will be 

narrated by the captain and include information about the 
marina’s history, landmarks, environmental efforts, and 

recreational opportunities. Call 310-301-6000 for info.  
Marina del Rey isn’t the only one with a milestone 

birthday this year. WSA is turning 30 and we’ll celebrate at 

our Summer Party in August! The Summer Party Birthday 
Bash is for members only, so make sure you join or renew 

in time. It may not be like my childhood summers, but we 
are lucky to be able to have so much to enjoy in our water-

filled playground. See you on and around the water -- 
happy sailing! 

This Month’s Meeting 
By Sharlyn Harley, Education Director 

This month our speaker is is Ryan Kittell. 

Ryan works with NOAA and will share a 
presentation on the National Weather 

Service Marine Program. His presentation 

will cover an overview of marine services provided by the 
National Weather Service, as well as information on how to 

receive these services. Ryan went to UCLA and graduated 
with a master’s degree in Atmospheric and Oceanic 

Sciences before starting his career with the National 

Weather Service that now spans over 10 years. 
Next month is our SUMMER PARTY! All fun all the time! 

Gary and Rosalie Green and their Green 

Dragon II took 2nd Place in PHRF-RL-2 
Photo by Mike Gitchell 

Dave Angers and Miss Demeanor took 3rd 

Place in the J/80s 
Photo by Mike Gitchell  

WSA “Snapshots” 
 

This month we highlight the recent Long 
Beach Race Week.  
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WSA Sailors in Action Have you got your WSA gear yet? 
Go to http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/ today and 
place your order. 

WSA is Recruiting Skippers for the 
Women’s One Design Linda Elias 
Memorial Regatta 

 
The Women’s One Design Regatta is sponsored by the 

Long Beach Yacht Club and the Long Beach WSA and 

will be held October 17-18, 2015.  WSA of Santa Monica 
Bay has annually sponsored one or two entries to 

promote women's sailing and create opportunities for 
both existing members and potential members.  

WSA of SMB plans to budget funding for up to 50% of 

the cost for up to two entries, including boat charter and 
entry fee. The skipper and/or crew will need to fund the 

remaining balance of the boat charter and entry fees, 
the damage deposit and any incidentals. Final decision 

on funding will be at the sole discretion of the board.  
Interested skippers must submit a written request, 

including the skipper’s racing resume, to the WSA board. 

No requests will be considered after 15 August. Only 
applications from current WSA members will be 

considered. More information about the WSA, including a 
membership application, can be found at 

www.wsasmb.org. Requests for funding can be mailed 

to The Women’s Sailing Association of Santa Monica Bay, 
PO Box 10034, Marina del Rey CA, 90295. 

The WSA board will evaluate requests based on the 

following factors:  

 The skipper's overall sailing experience.   

 The skipper's racing history in terms of number of 

races entered and overall record.  
 The skipper's ability to recruit and train crew. 

Requests for funding will be reviewed at each month’s 

board meeting, beginning with the April meeting. 

Skippers accepted for funding will be notified on the 
30th of that month. Requests that are not accepted at a 

board meeting are held over to be reviewed in upcoming 
board meetings, along with any newly received requests.  

Final authorization for funding from the WSA is 

contingent upon approval of the skipper(s) by the Long 
Beach Yacht Club Sailing Foundation, the organization 

administering control of the boats used in this regatta. 
The skipper is entirely in charge of who will be on her 

crew, with the sole proviso that all crew members be 
members of the WSA at the time of the regatta. Skippers 

who have been accepted for funding will be announced 

to the general membership by email and in the following 
month’s newsletter, and at the following month’s general 

meeting. WSA members are encouraged to contact 
skippers in order to possibly obtain a crew position. 

 

Further information about the regatta, visit 
www.lbyc.org. and http://wsasmb.org/racing/ 

   

Ruthe Small captured Cruising Co-chair 
Jeannea Jordan settling down for some 
reading action while moored at the 
Isthmus.  

 
Do you have an action photo you’d like to 

share? Email newsletter@wsasmb.org!  

http://www.wsasmb.org
http://www.lbyc.org
http://wsasmb.org/racing/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/59487422285/
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WSA Racing Report 
By WSA Racing Co-Chair Jana Davis 

WSA Racing now sets its sights on the 

Women on the Water/Women at the Helm 
Regatta (WOW/WAH) set for the weekend of 

August 22-23.   

For those of you who are not familiar with 
this annual race, we have two major 

categories: 
 

 Boats that wish to compete with an all women crew 

(WOW) and  

 Boats that wish to compete with a woman at the helm 

(WAH).  
Both categories include prestigious trophies on the line.  

This is the biggest women's racing event in Marina del 

Rey and WSA is not only a proud sponsor, but has 
several winners among our membership.  

Now is the time for skippers to start gathering their 
crew and get a little practice time in.  Though the focus 

of this event is great FUN and camaraderie, it is definitely 
a competitive group each year.  

The WOW/WAH is coordinated through ASMBYC and 

with the popularity of this event is also sponsored by 
several of the local sailing associations and clubs 

including this year the help of WSA, SBYRC, MVYC and 
CYC.   

As regatta chair I'm also looking to add to my race 

committee volunteers.  So if you don't want to get on a 
boat and race but want to be part of this celebration of 

women racers, you can contact me at 
fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org. I look forward to getting as 

many of our WSA members into the WOW/WAH fun.  
Other racing in July includes:  

 July 11 Pacific Cup #1—CYC 

 July 12 Summer One Design Series #1—CYC 

 July 18 19-One Design Weekend—SCCYC 

 July 19 BBQ Race—SMWYC 

And, of course, Sunset Series continues on Wednesday 

nights into September.  

I hope to see you all out there racing!  
 

 

There is life off the Water 
By Social Chair Mary Jo O’Neill 

We all enjoy our life on the water, especially during the 

summer.  But there is life off the water as well, and 
summer brings lots of ways to celebrate the season on 

land.   
KC and the Sunshine Band will be at Burton Chase Park 

on Saturday, July 25.  So let’s Get Down Tonight and 
Shake Your Booty because That’s the Way I Like It! 

I will get to the park early and put out a couple of 

blankets to reserve space for WSA.  The concert starts at 
7:00, but come early, bring a picnic and maybe 

something to share with your fellow sailors, and warm up 

your vocal chords. 
As summer is winding down, ABBA will be at the 

Hollywood Bowl on Saturday, September 19.  I can 
reserve a block of tickets, but I need to have some idea 

of how many people are interested in going.  There are 

plenty of seats available in the mid-section of the Bowl.  I 
have been looking at Section M1, in the center of the 

third tier where tickets are $33.00 each.  At our next 
general meeting on July 14, I will ask for a head count of 

those who are interested.  We can buy fewer than the 
total block I reserve, but I will not be able to add seats to 

our block.  So if you are interested, but not sure about 

going, please include yourself in the count.  I would need 
to have confirmation and receive payment for tickets by 

August 1 to secure the block.  If you liked Mama Mia, you 
will love the ABBA concert! 

 

 

Join the International Order of the Blue 
Gavel at the Hollywood Bowl! 
By S/C Susana Hernandez Araico 

The IOBG has organized a Hollywood Bowl night for 

Frank Sinatra's 100th Birthday Celebration on July 22 and 

we have some tickets left!  
Send your check ($26/person) made out to IOBG(with 

Hollywood Bowl on the memo line) AND a self-addressed 
stamped envelope (SASE) to:  

Susana Hernández Araico 
3922 Minerva Ave, LA 90066  

Please notify Susana by e-mail that you are sending 

your check and your SASE: shernandezar@hotmail.com 
or phone 310-391-3733 

You can get your own tickets for the Hollywood Bowl 
bus somewhere near you. Bus: $7/person round trip 

when pre-purchased: HollywoodBowl.com/getting there 

or 323-850-2000. $12/person when purchased at the lot. 
 

 

Cruising to the Isthmus: Dolphins, 
Dolphins, Whales, and More Dolphins! 
By Karen Sarpolus 
Photos by Karen Sarpolus and Cloyd Milton 

We left MdR on an overcast morning, Chekkerrs with 

Skipper Jeannea Jordan, first mate Karen Kuchel and 
crew Jodie Rich and Nicola Lamb, Mad Madeline with 

Skipper Cloyd Milton, first mate Maria Langford and crew 

Coco Leigh, Sandy Penrod and Susan Anderson and 
Ruthsm with skipper Sam, first mate Ruthe Small with 

crew Karen Sarpolus, bound for the Isthmus at Catalina 
Island.  

We were not more than three miles from the 
breakwater when we spotted our first pod of dolphins 

frolicking in the water. It looked like there were dozens of 

(Continued on page 5) 



  5                                                                                                                          Gal’ Warnings 
 

them just waiting to ride along 
side us…and they did! All three 

boats slowed to enjoy the magical 
sight of the dolphins jumping and 

swimming at our bows. As we 

continued on our way, pod after 
pod of the majestic creatures kept 

appearing as we sailed along.  
At one point the three skippers 

radioed each other to alert us that there had been a whale 
sighting! Low and behold to our port two beautiful gray 

whales made their way to the surface not more than a few 

yards from the boats. What an exciting moment it was to 
see another beautiful creature of the sea welcoming us as 

we continued on our journey. This spectacular show of 
sea life continued throughout our sail with pod after pod 

of dolphins making themselves known all along the way! I 

myself have never seen this kind of show in all my 
passages to Catalina.  

After arriving 
at the Isthmus, 

we moored side 
by side on the A 

row for the 

weekend. Both 
Winnie and 

Stray Cat joined 
us on Friday 

afternoon and it 

was relaxing and 
peaceful at the 

Isthmus. This weekend we combined happy hour with our 
dinner hour, and it proved to be a real success as we were 

able to enjoy our time together for drinks and appetizers 

followed by a lovely potluck of yummy homemade 
delights. Our first night on Chekkerrs we dined on 

delicious pot stickers, egg rolls, and Chinese chicken salad 
followed with lasagna made by Susan Anderson for an 

Italian/Asian fusion meal.  Cruisers learn to be creative 
cooks for sure. 

Friday morning we 

awoke to grey skies, but 
that didn't stop us from 

enjoying a walk to Cat 
Harbor and some 

kayaking to the caves 

and around the marina. 
Ruthe, Sam and Karen 

S. began their weekend 
long Scrabble 

tournament while others relaxed and read or napped. On 
Friday night we loaded up all of our goodies and headed 

to shore for a wonderful BBQ with all sailors in 

attendance. We grilled steaks, burgers and chicken with 
all of the tasty side dishes this wonderful crew of sailors is 

known for!  A delicious pecan pie finished off our feast, 
and then several of us were invited to Winnie to play 

cards and enjoy a movie. 

Saturday afternoon 
we tried a new activity!  

Thanks to Maria who 
brought enough 

frisbees for all of us, 
we entertained 

ourselves with a round 

of Frisbee Golf. Several 
of us made spectacles 

of ourselves trying to 
play the game as 

frisbees were flying everywhere except the intended 

targets on the course. We had many laughs and enjoyed 
the experience quite a bit! 

Saturday afternoon we enjoyed a fabulous get together 
on Stray Cat with Aleta and Wayne. There were 17 of us 

on the boat enjoying another food feast including Maria’s 

famous chili and cornbread made by Karen S.  I can safely 
say that everyone had a terrific time! 

The beauty of sailing together is that it allows us to 
meet so many sailors. Each of these cruises offers us an 

opportunity to make new friends and get to know people 
from all walks of life. I’ve said it before and I’ll say it 

again…Take advantage of these wonderful cruises with 

WSA. You will not be disappointed! 

(Cruising to the Isthmus — Continued from page 4) 
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 Sea Gals/The Long Beach Sailing Foundation is inviting members of Women’s Sailing Associations in Southern 

California to go sailing on the Catalina 37 fleet on June 20 and August 16. The cost of each event is $40, with 
participation by advance registration only.  
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  WSA 2015 Cruise Schedule 

By Cruise Co-Chairs Melody Kanschat and Jeannea Jordan 
Join us for a 2015 WSA Cruise. To reserve a spot email Jeannea at jeannea1042@gmail.com or 

Melody at melodykan2@gmail.com. For more information phone Jeannea at 818-368-6776 or 
Melody at 323-571-1101 

Date Destination Highlight/Activity 

Jul 1 

Jul 2 
Jul 3-4 

Jul 5 
Jul 6-9 

Jul 10 

Jul 11 
Jul 12 

MDR to Avalon 

Avalon to San Diego 
San Diego Harbor 

San Diego to Todos Santos 
Ensenada 

Ensenada to San Diego 

San Diego to Dana Point 
Dana Point to MDR 

Southern Cruise Especial 
 
Fireworks on SD Bay, 

Explore islands 
Sight see/wine tour/fish tacos 

Overnight and crew change 

Aug 12-16 Emerald Bay adventure, 

Isthmus, Catalina Island 

Swimmer’s Paradise Cruise 
swim, swim, snorkel and dinghy 
cocktail raft up 

Sep 7 

Sep 8-11 
Sep 12 

Sep 13 

MDR To CI Harbor 

Santa Cruz Island 
S.C. Island to Ventura Harbour 

Ventura to MDR 

Northern Quest Cruise 
Visit several anchorages, dinghy, 
kayak, hike, relax, read, scrabble 

Oct 9-12* MDR-San Pedro-Dana Point-MDR Columbus Day Cruise 
Fine dining-from fish to French, plus 
walks, shop, kayak, explore 

Nov 3-22* Tahiti-Bora Bora French Polynesia Spectacular!! 
Charter fleet led by Holly Scott, 
Jeannea Jordon, Cloyd Milton, and 

Melody Kanschat 

* good for first time cruising, no 

dinghy or anchor required! 

  

file:///C:/Users/melodyk/Documents/jeannea1042@gmail.com
mailto:melodykan2@gmail.com
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2015 ASMBYC Calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays, but they are NOT listed on 

this calendar.  

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

“Gal Warnings” is always looking for photos 
and articles about WSA activities and our 
members! 

— Contact  Newsletter@WSASMB.org —  

July 2015 

1st -12th WSA Southern Cruise MdR to Ensenada (and points in between) 

11th Sat Pacific Cup #1—CYC 

12th Sun Summer One Design Series #1—CYC 

14th Tues WSA General Meeting 

18-19 Sat/Sun One Design Weekend—SCCYC 

19th Sun BBQ Race—SMWYC 

22-25 W-Sun Cal Cup—CYC 

28th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

August 2015 

8th Sat WSA Race Clinic 

10th Tues WSA Summer Party 

12th-16th WSA Cruise to Emerald Bay 

21rst Fri Sundown Series—DRYC 

22-23 Sat-Sun WOW/WAH—WSA/SBYRC/MVYC/PMYC 

25th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

http://www.asmbyc.org/
http://www.wsasmb.org/
mailto:Newsletter@WSASMB.org
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2015 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 
Commodore:  Debbie Feinerman         Vice Commodore:  Melody Kanschat 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Sharlyn Harley       Secretary:  Carey Meredith 
education@wsasmb.org             secretary@wsasmb.org 
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Jr Staff Commodore:  Mary Ho 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Jana Davis          Race Co-Chair: - Cynthia Nibler & Jana Davis 

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Co-Chairs:  Melody Kanschat/Jeannea Jordan Day Sail Chair:  Mary Ho 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb.org 
 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  Mary Jo O’Neill 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Hospitality Chair:  Karen Sarpolus       Membership Chair:  Barbara Morris 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director:  Christina Tarantola   Publicity Chair:  Carolyn Allport  
communications@wsasmb.org           pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Mike Gitchell 
 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

WSA—on the water since 1985! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service 

programs; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:education@wsasmb.org
mailto:secretary@wsasmb.org
mailto:treasurer@wsasmb.org
mailto:jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org
mailto:racing@wsasmb.org
mailto:cruising@wsasmb.org
mailto:daysails@wsasmb
mailto:skippers@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:events@wsasmb.org
mailto:events@wsasmb.org
mailto:membership@wsasmb.org
mailto:membership@wsasmb.org
mailto:communications@wsasmb.org
mailto:communications@wsasmb.org
mailto:pr@wsasmb.org
mailto:newsletter@wsasmb.org
mailto:webmaster@wsasmb.org

