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Meeting Agenda for November 10, 2015 

6:30 pm Social Hour 

7:30 Business meeting and refreshments 

8:00 Beaches & Harbor’s Gary Jones and the state of the marina 

 

Location: Santa Monica Windjammers YC, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey 

  
 
 

What’s in the 
wind… 
 
 

Commodore’s 
Column 
 
 
A windy daysail! 
 
 
Racing Report: 
LEMWOD 2015 
 
 
Cruising to San 
Pedro and Dana 
Point 
 
 
2015 Cruising 
Schedule 
 
 
 WSA’s 2015 Women’s One Design Regatta Team 

 
Best Finish Ever! 

 
Jana Davis, Lara Jacques, Patti Eagan, S/C Christina Tarantola, Sharlean 
Perez, Commodore Debbie Feinerman, Carey Meredith, Bari Belcher, Jen 

Huszcza, Stine Cacavas, Nancy McKinney, and S/C Karyn Jones 
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 Commodore’s Column 

by Debbie Feinerman 
 

Oh What Fun! 
 

My October included two days of exciting 

racing and a week of relaxing cruising/

exploring, so it was a fabulous month indeed! I was happily 
part of WSA’s LEMWOD team, ably skippered by Karyn 

Jones and enthusiastically crewed by 11 others of varying 
experience, who raced to a tie for second place against 

eight other teams. Based on the tie-break system, we 
finished in third place, an achievement with which our 

entire team is very proud. Though I ended up with many 

more bruises than there were teams competing, those 
colorful boat bites remind me of the camaraderie of our 

thrilling weekend in Long Beach. Look for more about 
LEMWOD inside. 

My cruising was on a 1200 passenger ship traveling from 

Montreal to Boston, followed by two days of sailing in 
Buzzards Bay on a more comfortably sized 40-foot vessel. 

The time away was refreshing and doubly so because it 
was on the water.   

More than 20 of our members will soon be off to cruise 
Tahiti and they’ve promised to regale us with stories on 

their return. Tales from cruising in nearer waters can also 

be enjoyed in this issue. And, thanks to the generosity of 
our skippers, some members were able to day sail during 

the past few weeks. We who can sail year round are truly 
fortunate!  

At our upcoming general meeting, we’ll vote for our 2016 

officers and directors as well as for the recipient of our 
prestigious Marilyn Butefish Award. You may vote by mail 

or in person, but please vote. Follow the instructions on the 
ballot that was emailed to you and let your voice be heard.  

The year may be winding down, but we have some key 

events on the horizon. Vice Commodore Melody Kanschat 
is planning an exciting holiday boat parade entry in keeping 

with the “Adventures on the Sea” theme and offering lots 

of volunteer opportunities. Please say yes when you see 
the details about our work party, boat decorating 

extravaganza and parade day participation. In the middle 
of preparing for the boat parade, we’ll gather for our 

installation and holiday celebration. That will be a time to 

thank those who have served the club this year and pledge 
our support for the incoming board and chairs. We’re part 

of a very special organization, thanks to the generosity of 
members who give their time, and share their knowledge, 

experience and boats.  
With January comes a new WSA membership year. If you 

renew for 2016 before November 30, you’ll save $10 and 

ensure that you’ll be able to participate in WSA’s many 
activities in the coming year. In less than the time it takes 

to read one page, you can be assured of another year of 
sailing fun. 

See you on and around the water -- happy sailing! 

This Month’s Meeting 
By Sharlyn Harley, Education Director 

Our speaker for November will be Gary 

Jones, Director of the Department of 
Beaches and Harbors.  Gary was appointed 

Director in April, 2014, after having served 

as acting director for eight months.  Prior to that, he was a 
Deputy Director in charge of the asset management and 

planning divisions at the Department since 2009.  He will 
be discussing the state of Marina del Rey and the coming 

changes.  

 
December’s meeting is our Installation Dinner and 

Holiday Party! 
 

Short or long, WSA cruising activities 

are always filled with beautiful images 

and good times.  

 
Photos by Barbara C. Morris 

WSA “Snapshots” 
 

This month we highlight WSA’s recent 
cruise to San Pedro and Dana Point. 
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Have you got your WSA gear yet? 
Go to http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/ today and 
place your order. 

Installation Dinner and Holiday Party 
It’s hard to believe with this summerlike weather we 

are having, but before you know it, it will be December.  

At the December 8th meeting we will be celebrating the 
outgoing board and installing the incoming board for 

2016.  Dinner will be catered and servers brought in so 

that everyone can relax and enjoy the festivities.  Please 
go to PayPal to reserve your spot for this special 

evening.  Tickets are $35 per person.  Join the 
celebration!  (There will be champagne!)   

 
Renew Early and Save! 
Renewing your WSA membership early not only 
ensures that you don’t miss a moment of the fun 
and activities, but it also saves you money. 
Renew for 2016 before November 30, and save 
$10 off the membership fee of $120. You can pay 
by credit card via our website or you can mail 
your check to: 

 

Women’s Sailing Association of Santa Monica Bay 
P.O. Box 10034 

Marina del Rey, CA 90295.  
 

If you have any questions, contact Barbara Morris at 

membership@wsasmb.org or Christina Tarantola at 
communications@wsasmb.org. 

http://wsasmb.org/
http://wsasmb.org/
mailto:membership@wsasmb.org
mailto:communications@wsasmb.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/59487422285/
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Daysailing aboard “My Time Three” 
By Nicola Lamb — Photos by Susan Bonner 

 

Like the crew of the MINNOW, Diane Laney, Janice 
Johnson, Judy Trester, a svelte Susan Bonner, Kathleen 

Milnes, a new member Babar Ali, myself, Nicola Lamb 

and our Captain, George Maronich, boarded My Time 
Three between 1100 and 1200 hours for a daysail.  

The weather report from NOAA reported a very calm 
day, 2-3 foot swells, winds out of the N-W, water temp 

was 73 degrees, warm by our standards. George 

Maronich checked with Accuweather, a bit more up-to-
the-minute - swells were a bit higher, lumpy in fact.  We 

had wind heading out of the channel, everyone 
participating in and hauling up the main.  

With Susan Bonner at the helm 

we unfurled the headsail and 
headed out to sea.  As soon as 

Susan said “anyone want to 
take the helm?” I was behind 

the wheel feeling the 
acceleration as My Time Three 

kicked up her heels and flew 

across the water, taking the 
swells in stride.  Babar, who 

had sailed several years ago 
jumped at the chance to do 

anything –jumping the main, 

grinding, taking the helm- what a trooper! Judy couldn’t 
get over how powerful the Catalina 42 is compared to a 

36 footer.  We had such competent helmsmen aboard, 
Kathleen really held her own as someone yelled, “Green 

water over the bow!”   
The interesting part of daysail experience are the 

people you meet and the conversations shared.  George 

and Diane found they are both Croatian.  While I was at 
the helm, focusing on the sails, I heard part of a 

conversation between Judy and Janice.  Both had worked 
at community colleges. I didn’t hear Judy ask what 

position Janice held at the college, however, what I did 

hear was Janice saying, “I 
taught indecent 

communication.”  You 
never know…Kathleen is 

traveling to Peru, climbing 

– taking the train which will 
climb up to Machu Pichu.  

George must have had 
confidence in his crew as 

he spent most of the sail on 
the deck.  Thank you, 

George. 

Diane drove us home, 
Babar grinding while we 

sailed into the south 

entrance of the channel.  We flew at 8 knots inside the 

channel.  All hands on deck as we dropped the main, 
prepped the boat for our landing. 

Unlike the Skipper and Gilligan’s Minnow, our daysail 
was just that, we didn’t end up stranded on an island, no 

rich couple or movie star, just our great captain and 

crew.  This is why daysails are great. 
 

Marina Del Rey Boat Parade- December 
12, 2015. 
By Vice-Commodore Melody Kanschat 

Don’t let your plans for Thanksgiving (or your trip to 
Tahiti) get in the way of dreaming up a winning entry for 

the 2015 Marina del Rey Holiday Boat Parade on 
December 12.  This year we light up the marina with a 

design that captures all of the WSA’s Adventures on the 
Sea.  Grand Marshall Florence Henderson will lead the 
way as boats of all shapes and sizes compete for 

bragging rights and 1st place prizes.  George Maronich’s 
lovely Catalina 42 ―My Time 3 will once again be our 

blank canvas.   SAVE THESE DATES and be ready to 
make boat decorating magic. 

 December 5, 9am till ?? --   Decorating at SMWYC 

 December 12, 9am till 5:00 or boat parade start -- 

Decorating on George’s Boat (Dock D1109– End of 

Panay Way). 
 December 12, 5:00pm till Parade End -- Ride on the 

boat, Sing, Wave, Dance, yell Merry Christmas till you 
are hoarse. 

 December 12, Parade End till finished—Tear down 

decorations, clean up George’s Boat, and pop a cold 
one to celebrate our sure-fire victory. 

If you have a creative design idea or would like to 

volunteer to help on any or all of our boat parade 
activities, please email Vice-Commodore Melody Kanschat 

at vicecommodore@wsasmb.org. 
No special skills required, just  a willingness to laugh, 

paint, wire tie, and celebrate with your good friends from 
WSA! 

 

Renew Early and Save! 
We’re already thinking about next year, and we hope 

you will, too! Don’t let your membership end when we 
say goodbye to 2015. Renewing your WSA membership 

early not only ensures that you don’t miss a moment of 

the fun and activities we have going on, but it also saves 
you money. Renew before November 30, and save $10 

on the membership fee of $120. You can pay by Paypal 
through our website or you can mail your check to 

Women’s Sailing Association of Santa Monica Bay, P.O. 

Box 10034, Marina del Rey, CA 90295. If you have any 
questions, contact our Membership Chair Barbara Morris 

at membership@wsasmb.org or Communications Director 
Christina Tarantola at communications@wsasmb.org.  

mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
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WSA Racing Report 
By WSA Racing Co-Chair Jana Davis 

WSA’s team ties for SECOND in the 2015 

Linda Elias Memorial Women’s One 
Design Regatta!  

Your WSA-SMB crew brings home a 3rd place 

trophy from the 24th Annual Linda Elias 
Memorial Women's One Design!  The Linda 

Elias Memorial was held October 17 and 18 
(with an optional practice on Friday, October 

16 which your crew took full advantage of).  Nine of the 

Catalina 37s from the LBYC fleet were on the water with 
all women crews from Seattle to San Diego ready for 

tough competition. 
Day one started with cloudy skies and light wind which 

soon cleared to sunny skies and wind building into the 

typical Long Beach southwest breeze.  We experienced 
winds from 8 to 13 knots and were able to complete 4 

races on Saturday.  Your WSA crew on boat #9 helmed 
by our fearless skipper, Karyn Jones, started off well with 

a VERY close 2nd place finish for race #1.  That first race 
came down to tight maneuvering at the finish line and 

had us in second by less than half a boat length.  It was 

tough to be that close and come in second but the team 
was determined to improve.  The next races had finishes 

of 3,5 and 5 to send us into Sunday tied for third place 
with the Cal Yacht Club team. 

Sunday proved to be a whole other set of challenges 
with the clouds hanging around and the breeze refusing 

to show up.  After about an hour delay for which many 
racers chose to take time out to dance and swim, the RC 

got race #5 underway.  The WSA-SMB crew was in the 
middle of pack for the first leg but continued to work on 

small adjustments to find speed.  With the wind dying 

down, our stellar skipper and tactician, Stine Cacavas, 
assessed the wind in our final downwind leg and decided 

to have our trimmer, Carey Meredith, treat the spinnaker 
more like a reacher.  The decision proved fruitful as our 

boat #9 began to pull away from those beside us and 

cross the finish line with a bullet!  Due to conditions and 
a cut off time of 3pm, the RC was able to get only more 

race in for the day.  Boat #9 came across the line in 
second place to end the day in a tie for 2nd place with 15 

points.  Alas, the LBYC team for which we ended the day 

tied had squeaked out a win for the final race, and so tie 

breaker rules put us in the third podium position. 

With the race complete and the crews exhausted we 
gathered at Long Beach Yacht Club to celebrate and 

share stories of the weekend with our fellow competitors. 
End results put Southwestern Yacht Club based in San 

Diego in first place, the women of Long Beach Yacht Club 

in second and your WSA-SMB crew in third. 
The Linda Elias Memorial continues to be a highlight 

event for women sailors and your crew is grateful for 
WSA-SMB's continued commitment to sponsor teams and 

provide this terrific opportunity to compete.  Your 
representatives for 2015 worked hard and came willing to 

learn and improve.  Your crew included:  Karyn Jones at 

the helm, ditching her crutches at the dock and toughing 
it out for two days on her feet, Stine Cacavas at tactician, 

Chris Tarantola on main trim, Patti Eagan as pit and 
waitress, Bari Belcher as the rockin' squirrel, Carey 

Meredith spinnaker trim, Sharlean Perez on mast, Jana 

Davis on bow, and Debbie Feinerman, Lara Jacques, 
Nancy McKinney and Sunshine Jen Huszcza doing all that 

trimming and tailing and grinding stuff.  A special shout 
out to Karyn Jones who continues to put in 110% to 

make this event enjoyable and educational for a crew of 
all skill levels.  It takes a special kind of dedication and 

patience to get such a large team to come together and 

her faithful crew is thankful. 
 

Columbus Day Weekend Cruise 
By Kathleen Milnes 
Photos by Barbara C. Morris and Cloyd Milton  

The Columbus Day Weekend Cruise to Dana Point was 
the first time I had spend the night on a sailboat in 

over….gulp….30 years.   

Jeannea put out the call for crew and I was all over it.  
I teach on Friday and couldn’t get to the Marina until at 

least 12:30.  Jeannea was so kind to find a boat willing to 
wait for me.   

Soon I got my email 

that I was assigned to 
sail on the beautiful 

Harmony with Melody, 
Barbara, and Peggy.  We 

would join a fleet of four 
boats to Cabrillo Marina 

in San Pedro that 

included Mad Madeline, 
Ruthsm, and a new boat 

and skipper to our WSA fleet, the handmade 50 footer, 
Orion, helmed by owner Don Mitchell.  

If you have to live in Southern California during one of 

the hottest weekends in history, you are well served to 
spend it on a boat. The hot weather brought gorgeous 

skies and deep blue waters and no wind.  We, like the 
others, motored nearly all the way to Cabrillo Marina.  We 

(Continued on page 6) 

Orion 
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caught a bit of a breeze for 

about 90 minutes and were 
excited to raise the jib and 

whisker pole and enjoy the 

sound of the waves and 
wind (and not the motor).  

A pod of dolphins were seen 
off our starboard side and a 

quartet of four enjoyed our 
bow wake for a bit.  Mad Madeline was the lucky one as 

they had two whales within 40 feet of their boat and 

followed them for quite some time.  
We got to the 

docks in San Pedro 
with a bit of time 

to freshen up and 

head for the happy 
hour on Orion. We 

feasted on cheese, 
stuffed 

mushrooms, 
veggies and dip, 

and all manner of 

good natured banter.  We then took off for dinner at the 
22nd Street Landing where we enjoyed lobster bisque and 

other bounteous seafood dishes. After a pleasant walk 
back to the boats, we rigged up the windsock, turned on 

all the fans we had and settled down quickly for a hot 

night of well-deserved sleep.  

The next morning was beautiful and Melody’s French 
pressed coffee was a sophisticated touch.  A quick hot 

shower in the nicely appointed dock was followed by a 
hearty breakfast.  

We had agreed on a relatively early departure from San 

Pedro.  Sam, Ruthie, and Donna went back to Marina del 

Rey and the rest of us 

headed to Dana Point. 
Although we were 

hopeful, once again the 
wind gods chose to 

take the day off.   

We motored all the 
way, taking turns on 

the watch, and taking 
turns napping. Coming 

into Dana Point, I provided an opportunity for an 
impromptu man overboard drill by losing my hat as we 

turned into the wind coming up the channel.  Another 

floundering “soul” was saved!  Immediately on docking, 
Melody and Barbara threw down the swim ladder and 

dove into the water.   
Orion was too big for 

a dock so they anchored 

in the harbor.  Jeannea 
made the rounds in her 

dinghy and picked up 
the rest of the sailors 

for another happy hour 
and dinner on Orion.  

The sun setting over the 

jetty, the waves 
crashing in the orange light and the silhouettes of people 

watching were striking.  Melody and Barbara served up 
amazing pizzas of all kinds, Maria’s bruschetta was 

delicious AND after all of that we still had terrific spaghetti 

and meatballs made by Karen and Heather in Orion’s 
spacious galley.  The evening ended with gooey chocolate 

and an efficient dinghy ride back to our dock.  
After Jeannea returned us to our boats, we loaded a 

movie onto Melody’s TV and I enjoyed the cool deck and a 

rare opportunity to actually read some fiction by the light 
of my Kindle app.  

A slightly cooler night ensued and I awoke just as the 
sun was rising. Another gorgeous sunrise.   

After breakfast, we 
pumped up two inflatable 

kayaks (thanks for the 

loan Diane Hubner) and 
headed off for the 

channel and the beach at 
the end.  There was a 

standup paddleboard surf 

competition on the beach 
that was thrilling to 

watch.  We stopped at the beer garden and enjoyed all 
the booths selling clothes, boards, and gear of all kinds.  

Coming back, I managed to dump us into the shallow 
water as we were relaunching the kayak.  Fortunately, 

Barbara’s Phone was carefully sealed up in a Ziplock bag.   

We managed to give our arms a break by soliciting a 

(Columbus Day Weekend Cruise—Continued from page 5) 
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  WSA 2015 Cruise Schedule 

By Cruise Co-Chairs Melody Kanschat and Jeannea Jordan 
Join us for a 2015 WSA Cruise. To reserve a spot email Jeannea at jeannea1042@gmail.com or 

Melody at melodykan2@gmail.com. For more information phone Jeannea at 818-368-6776 or 
Melody at 323-571-1101 

Date Destination Highlight/Activity 

Nov 3-22* Tahiti-Bora Bora French Polynesia Spectacular!! 
Charter fleet led by Holly Scott, 
Jeannea Jordon, Cloyd Milton, and 

Melody Kanschat 

* good for first time cruising, no 

dinghy or anchor required! 

  

tow from a passing motor boat helmed by a woman in a 

snappy fedora. “That’s cheating!” someone called out.  My 
response? “We’re just taking advantage of available 

resources!”  Meanwhile, poor Melody and Peggy were both 

rowing and adding air to their slowly leaking kayak.   
Happy hour was on Harmony tonight and Melody presented 

a WSA burgee to Don and Orion as the newest member of the 
fleet.  Then we were off to the favorite French bistro called 

Gemmell’s.  Great service, scrumptious food and lively 
conversation made our final evening memorable.   

(Columbus Day Weekend Cruise—Continued from page 6) 
 

 
Don’t miss out on a single 
daysail or cruise or WSA 
event... 

 
Go to www.wsasmb.org 
now and renew for 2016. 

file:///C:/Users/melodyk/Documents/jeannea1042@gmail.com
mailto:melodykan2@gmail.com
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 “Gal Warnings” is always looking for photos 
and articles about WSA activities and our 
members! 

— Contact  Newsletter@WSASMB.org —  

mailto:Newsletter@WSASMB.org
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2015 Marilyn Butefish Nominees 
 
Please vote for one nominee by circling his or her name. The nominees are presented in random order. This award is 
presented each year by WSA in recognition of a WSA member who has made an exceptional contribution to the 
promotion of women’s sailing through service to WSA. This award recognizes service that goes “beyond mere 
performance of duty”. 
 
Jana Davis 
 
Fleet Captain Jana Davis has been an enthusiastic supporter and participant in racing this year. She has organized racing 
seminars for WSA. As the WOW/WAH regatta chair, she organized an amazing weekend of racing for all participants and 
race committee. She even demonstrated proper self-rescue techniques at the finish line. Her organization, participation, 
enthusiasm, and humor make her a worthy nominee. Jana is upbeat, positive and gets things done. 
 
Jeannea Jordan 
 
Jeannea has been doing a fabulous job as Cruise Co-Chair. According to a long-time member, the cruising program 
under Jeannea’s leadership has been the best she has seen. Jeannea does an excellent job of organizing the cruises, 
assigning crews, arranging for slips, making sure all the boats keep in touch on the water in case any need help, and 
organizing a lot of fun events. She’s there and totally enthusiastic. 
 
Melody Kanschat 
 
As Cruise Co-Chair, Melody has extended WSA’s cruising range to Mexico and Santa Barbara Island. She has included 
new and veteran members on her boat Harmony on numerous cruises, day sails and races, including involving many 
beginning racers in the WOW/WAH. She also has taught classes at the Women’s Sailing Convention. Melody is a patient 
and kind teacher, encouraging women to excel in ways they did not know they could. She brings humor and great fun to 
everything she is a part of, and even played a “God of Sailing” in the Summer Party skit. 
 
John Nelson 
 
John has done excellent work as the Webmaster and Newsletter Co-Editor for 6 years. His redesign of the WSA website 
(ably guided by web guru Michelle Gavaldon) has undoubtedly brought new members and added enjoyment for old 
members. He has also done an excellent job on the newsletter, improving the look and quality of the publication and 
helping us further the cause of women’s sailing. John is one of those people who shows up and moves the chairs. Many of 
our members were introduced to WSA by John as a sailing instructor at the UCLA MAC and were warmly welcomed by 
him when they showed up at a WSA meeting. 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2015 ASMBYC Calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays, but they are NOT listed on 

this calendar.  

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

November 2015 

3rd-22nd WSA Cruise in Tahiti 

10th Tues WSA General Meeting 

24th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

The end of another day of excellent cruising.  

 
Photo by Barbara C. Morris 

December 2015 

8th Tues WSA Installation Dinner and Holiday Party 

12th Sat MdR Boat Parade 

http://www.asmbyc.org/
http://www.wsasmb.org/
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2015 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 
Commodore:  Debbie Feinerman         Vice Commodore:  Melody Kanschat 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Sharlyn Harley       Secretary:  Carey Meredith 
education@wsasmb.org             secretary@wsasmb.org 
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Jr Staff Commodore:  Mary Ho 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Jana Davis          Race Co-Chair: - Cynthia Nibler & Jana Davis 

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Co-Chairs:  Melody Kanschat/Jeannea Jordan Day Sail Chair:  Mary Ho 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb.org 
 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  Mary Jo O’Neill 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Hospitality Chair:  Karen Sarpolus       Membership Chair:  Barbara Morris 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director:  Christina Tarantola   Publicity Chair:  Carolyn Allport  
communications@wsasmb.org           pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Mike Gitchell 
 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

WSA—on the water since 1985! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service 

programs; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:education@wsasmb.org
mailto:secretary@wsasmb.org
mailto:treasurer@wsasmb.org
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