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Meeting Agenda for October 13, 2015 

6:30 pm Social Hour 

7:30 Business meeting and refreshments 

8:00 Jana Davis and RACING—how to get involved in the local scene 

 

Location: Santa Monica Windjammers YC, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey 

  
 
 

What’s in the 
wind… 
 
 

Commodore’s 
Column 
 
 
Cruising to Santa 
Cruz Island 
 
 
ASMBYC 
Champion of 
Champions 
Regatta Photos 
 
 
Racing Report: 
LEMWOD 2015 
 
 
2015 Cruising 
Schedule 
 
 
 

George Maronich and My Time 3 competing  
in the “Champion of Champions” Regatta 

 
Photo by Nora Feddal 
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 Commodore’s Column 

by Debbie Feinerman 
 
Enjoying This Year and Looking 
Ahead 
 

I hope you’re all enjoying our ocean 

playground and the respite it provides from the extreme 
heat we’ve been having. With temperatures in the mid-80s 

in Marina del Rey as we start October (and hotter in 

neighboring parts of Los Angeles), it’s hard to believe that 
summer is over! Not only is summer officially over, but 

we’ve entered the last quarter of 2015 and Marina del Rey 
will soon be 50 1/2. Seems like just yesterday that we 

enjoyed her big birthday weekend. Time is passing quickly, 

WSA has a busy October and you all have an important 
role to play.  

Our next General Meeting, on October 13, is our annual 
business meeting at which we will present a slate of 

candidates for our 2016 officer and director positions as 
well as announce those who will serve as committee chairs. 

The nominating committee worked hard to identify 

members willing to assume leadership roles next year, but 
it’s not too late for you to let us know what you’d like to 

do.  
We will also be accepting nominations for our prestigious 

Marilyn Butefish Award.  More information about our voting 

procedures, the award and how to submit nominations 
appears in this issue.   

A few days later, a WSA team led by Karyn Jones will 
head to Long Beach to compete on October 17 and 18 in 

the Linda Elias Memorial One Design Challenge. This 
annual two-day racing event, now in its 24th year, was 

originally started to give women an opportunity to 

complete on the Long Beach Sailing Foundation’s fleet of 
Catalina 37s, the same boats used for the Congressional 

Cup and Mayor’s Cup match racing regattas.   
The race was renamed in 2003 in memory of Linda Elias, 

one of Long Beach WSA’s members and a preeminent 

sailor/racer, who lost her life to ovarian cancer.  
Participating teams come from San Diego, Newport Beach, 

Long Beach, Santa Monica, and the Channel Islands. Even 
if you aren’t racing, you can enjoy the excitement of the 

regatta by volunteering or coming down to support the 
team. 

As we look toward and plan for 2016, we still have 

cruises and day sails to enjoy, the holiday boat parade 
(with design, construction, decoration, adornment, and 

clean-up opportunities galore) and our holiday/installation 
celebration.  

If you renew for next year before November 30, you’ll 

save $10 and ensure that you’ll be able to participate in 
WSA’s many activities. In less than one minute, you can be 

assured of another year of sailing fun. 
 

See you on and around the water -- happy sailing! 

This Month’s Meeting 
By Sharlyn Harley, Education Director 

 

This month, WSA members Jana Davis 
and Sue Service are going to entertain you 

with the topic of racing. They'll go over 

many aspects of sailboat racing, from a reenactment of a 
race and how regattas are run, to some of the racing rules 

that often come into play. You'll also hear from local racers 
about their own racing experiences and next year's racing 

schedule.  

 
November’s meeting will be … a SURPRISE! 

 

Who remembers ABBA? 

Who can forget them? 

Not these WSA ladies at the Bowl! 
 

Is this an “overtaking” rule situation? Or 

the “law” of gross tonnage? 

 
Photo by Nora Feddal 

WSA “Snapshots” 
 

This month we highlight WSA members’ 
activities on and off the water. 
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WSA Sailors in Action Have you got your WSA gear yet? 
Go to http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/ today and 
place your order. 

October meeting is our Annual Business 
Meeting 

At the October meeting we will present the slate of 

Officers and Directors to be voted on at our November 
meeting. We are still accepting candidates, so if you 

want to run or know someone who wants to run, let us 

know now!  
We are also accepting nominations for the Marilyn 

Butefish Award. WSA’s most prestigious honor, the 
award is presented annually by WSA in recognition of a 

club member who has made an exceptional contribution 

to the promotion of women's sailing through service to 
WSA.  

This gorgeous trophy is currently on 
display at Santa Monica Windjammers 

Yacht Club. Established in 1986, this 
perpetual award was created as a 

memorial to member Marilyn Butefish. 

Every year since then, WSA has 
proudly recognized award recipients 

for their exceptional contributions to 
WSA, specifically service that goes 

"beyond mere performance of duty."  

Any current WSA member (female or 
male) is eligible. A nomination can 

also include more than one member 

for an exceptional “team contribution”.  

To submit a nomination, please include the person’s 
name and a few sentences about why your nominee 

deserves this award. Nominations can be submitted to 
Commodore Debbie Feinerman at 

commodore@wsasmb.org. Nominations may also be 

submitted at the October meeting.  
 

 

Renew Early and Save! 
You might be hanging on to the last of summer 
or gearing up for Halloween, but we’re already 
thinking about 2016, and we hope you will, too!  

Renewing your WSA membership early not only 

ensures that you don’t miss a moment of the fun and 
activities, but it also saves you money. Renew for 2016 

before November 30, and save $10 off the membership 
fee of $120. You can pay by credit card via our website 

or you can mail your check to: 
 

Women’s Sailing Association of Santa Monica Bay 

P.O. Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295.  

 

If you have any questions, contact Barbara Morris at 
membership@wsasmb.org or Christina Tarantola at 

communications@wsasmb.org. 

WSA S/C Christina Tarantola at the helm of a 

mark-set boat during the recent Champion of 
Champions Regatta sponsored by ASMBYC and 

hosted by CYC. Other WSA volunteers included 
Chris King, Kathleen Milnes, Janet Davis, Debbie 

Feinerman, Sue Service, Pam Spriggs, and Diane 

Larson. 
Photo by Nora Feddal 

 

Want to share a photo with the newsletter? 

Eamil newsletter@wsasmb.org! 

mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
http://wsasmb.org/
mailto:membership@wsasmb.org
mailto:communications@wsasmb.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/59487422285/
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WSA Racing Report 
By WSA Racing Co-Chair Jana Davis 

Over?!? Nothing is over until we decide 

it is!  
Some not so well-informed people in my life 

asked me the other day what I was going to 

do with myself now that the races were over 
for the year. Don’t worry, after almost 

choking on my food I was able to regroup 
and correct them. (My mom and dad will NOT 

make the mistake of posing that question ever again! 

Midwesterners…)  
Sadly, it is true the local racing events tend to slow 

down as we enter October. We said goodbye to the 2015 
Sunset Series with a rousing 22 boat competition called 

King of the Hill on September 16. This was my first 

experience participating in an inverted start. While you 
can still moan about PHRF-rating-this and PHRF-rating-

that, it was a cool experience, and I was honored to be a 
participant. Of course as the slowest in the fleet and 

starting first, we looked like rock stars until we reached 
the mark. That’s when the little J/24 I was crewing on 

got swallowed whole by the pursuing fleet. I lay claim to 

helping the entire fleet find the mark however. 
SMWYC’s wonderful Sunday BBQ race series also 

wrapped up with their final competition on September 27. 
This last race in the series called Wayne’s Great Circle 

Race takes a trip around the Olympic Circle out in the bay 

and is named in honor of a well-respected and truly 
missed WSA skipper, Wayne Brandow.  

I mention these two series as I encourage any new 
WSA member wanting to get into racing to look at these 

races. Both of these series have their 2015 results posted 
online, so a suggestion is to go check these out and note 

the boats that are regularly racing. I mention this also for 

those skippers wanting to get more active about racing or 
developing their crew. These are two regular series that, 

while touting easy going competition, also attract the 
boats and the experienced racers to up your game 

without the pressures of committing to the bigger two-

day regattas. 
And now… before you rip off your sailing gloves and 

pack up your gear, let me remind you there is still racing 
to be had. You just have to look for it! SMWYC joins 

forces with PMYC to bring you Oktoberfest on October 

11. DYRC gets “invertedly” spooky with their Halloween 
Monster Mash Regatta on October 17. ALL BOATS 

INVITED! 
And of course, please consider coming down to Long 

Beach to enjoy the energy and excitement of the Linda 
Elias Memorial Women’s One Design Regatta (LEMWOD) 

on October 17 and 18. Karyn Jones and her crew will be 

representing our organization in this highly competitive 
event, and we wish them the very best. 

 

Santa Cruz Cruise 
By Cloyd Milton  

 

What good fortune -- we’re sailing to Santa Cruz Island, 
a place that author Susan Lamb says rivals the marine life 

of the Galapagos, Great Barrier Reef, and the Caribbean.  

And the water temperature is warm.  So I stow my 
fishing gear aboard and place the frozen bait in the 

freezer.  I’m ready for the big one. 
That is, until the “Supply Officer” (Maria) arrives.  The 

bait is gone.  She explains that it will flavor food in the 

fridge.  I explain that calamari is a gourmet food and will 
enhance the flavor, but to no avail.  I explain this fact to 

Karen G. and Karen S. as they board in Oxnard, but they 
supported Maria.   

After anchoring in Prisoner’s, you have to know that, 

for four days, we watched schools of fish swim under the 
boat.  So what’s a little fishy tasting food when you can 

catch fresh fish? 
Joining us on our Labor Day departure was Harmony 

with Melody, Karen Gladstone, and Karen Sarpolus; 
Winnie with David, Jeannea and Peggy; Ruthsm with 

Sam, Ruthie and Debbie Juster; Bateau Frowe with 

Susan, Tom and Susanna; and Mad Madeline with Maria 
and your disappointed fisherman. 

Just two hours from Marina del Rey, misfortune struck.  
Harmony’s new flywheel did indeed fly off the engine and 

she was towed back to MdR.  Her determined crew drove 

up and met us in Oxnard.  So Harmony’s misfortune 
became a bonus for us as they joined Mad Madeline.  Not 

all was lost for Melody either because Barbara and she 
met us on our return to Ventura, where Melody joined 

Winnie’s crew for the return home.  
Troubles were not yet over.  On approaching the island 

at Prisoner’s, David first thought Winnie’s engine was 

afire.  He shut the engine off and sailed to anchor just 
east of the pier - most impressive.  Wednesday morning I 

went over to help.  David was hopeful, but the manifold 
riser had broken in half, requiring a new one.   

David was able to contact a mechanic in Ventura, then 

Vessel Assist.  Winnie was towed that night, arriving at in 
the dark at 11:00 p.m.  By Friday afternoon, Winnie 

returned in time for Happy Hour, after stopping at the 
Painted Cave.  You’ve got to admire these WSA sailors.  

They don’t give up on a good time.  

Still troubles were not yet over.  It’s Friday night and 
out of the dark we heard Tom calling, “Fairwinds. 

Fairwinds.”  Bateau Frowe was being attacked by an 
unmanned Fairwind's boat that had failed to anchor 

properly.  David and Peggy jumped into the nearest 
dinghy to assist.   

Later Karen S. and I dinghied over to Bateau Frowe 

with flashlight in hand.  The light attracted hundreds of 
fish swimming just under the dinghy, a most stunning 

(Continued on page 6) 
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 Images from “Champion of Champions” 

(Photos by Nora Feddal) 
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  WSA 2015 Cruise Schedule 

By Cruise Co-Chairs Melody Kanschat and Jeannea Jordan 
Join us for a 2015 WSA Cruise. To reserve a spot email Jeannea at jeannea1042@gmail.com or 

Melody at melodykan2@gmail.com. For more information phone Jeannea at 818-368-6776 or 
Melody at 323-571-1101 

Date Destination Highlight/Activity 

Oct 9-12* MdR-San Pedro-Dana Point-MdR Columbus Day Cruise 
Fine dining-from fish to French, plus 
walks, shop, kayak, explore 

Nov 3-22* Tahiti-Bora Bora French Polynesia Spectacular!! 
Charter fleet led by Holly Scott, 
Jeannea Jordon, Cloyd Milton, and 

Melody Kanschat 

* good for first time cruising, no 

dinghy or anchor required! 

  

sight.  The wind shifted and Winnie drifted close to Mad 
Madeline. This problem was solved as Winnie re-
anchored.  That leaves Ruthsm as the only trouble free 

boat.  That is if you don’t count losing a Scrabble game 

as trouble.  
Did I mention the conditions: clear skies, warm 

weather, calm, really calm seas and light, really light 
winds.  It’s just right for cave exploring.  On Thursday 

we set out on Bateau Frowe for the Painted Cave – 
thanks, Tom and Susan!  Sam and Ruthie stayed to 

keep watch on the unmanned boat.   

Two dinghies with seven cruisers entered the cave.  
Susan captained Bateau Frowe.  Seals barking and 

waves splashing echoed as we went deeper into the 
very dark cave. We could hear diving seals.  Maria was 

concerned one would dive into the dinghy.  Says I, 

“Won’t happen.”  Just then next to us was a loud 
splash.  Water sprayed over us.  Maybe it could 

happen? 
As we returned to Prisoner’s, our pleasures weren’t 

over.  Susanna served vegetarian pizzas cooked in the 
microwave.  We can’t do that on our boats.  At Happy 

Hour on Friday, David related that he wasn’t impressed 

with the cave and that he’d seen bigger.  A look at his 
pictures revealed why. Winnie (let’s blame the boat) 

went to the wrong cave! 
To be honest, fishing wasn’t missed.  Water 

temperature was 76, so much time was spent 

swimming and snorkeling.  Karen G, Karen S, and 
Debbie enjoyed long snorkeling adventures.  Most 

unique was an octopus who posed for a video as he 
crawled over the bottom.   

Ruthie, Maria, and I, with underwater view finder, 

went for a dinghy ride.  Our divers suggested going to 
the beach.  There we found sting rays, bat rays, and 

leopard sharks.   
Snorkeling later, Maria and I saw schools of small fish 

as well as the rays.  The water was most enjoyable. 

Saturday and time to weigh anchors and sail to 
Ventura.  Once there, we showered and prepared for 

Happy Hour.  Jeannea’s friend, Donna, made the 
Marina’s lounge available. And a most suitable place it 

was.   
Large amounts of munchies and wine were set up 

and enjoyed as we sat in comfortable chairs and sofas.  

The day was concluded with dinner at The Greek 
Restaurant.  We arrived by special WSA chauffeur – 

Barbara - who was most kind in driving us.  Usually we 
dinghy or walk the long distance. 

We returned to MdR on Sunday enjoying a speedy 

wing-on-wing sail from Pt. Dume.  Happy Hour was 
celebrated, being a fine finale for an excellent 

adventure. 

(Cruising to Santa Cruz—Continued from page 4) 
 

Cruising is just one of the 
many benefits of WSA.  
Your annual membership 
fee offers you opportunities 
for day sails, sailing and 
racing clinics, racing, our 
monthly meetings with 
interesting speakers…  
And you meet the nicest 
people at WSA.  
 
Renew now online at 
wsasmb.org 

file:///C:/Users/melodyk/Documents/jeannea1042@gmail.com
mailto:melodykan2@gmail.com
http://wsasmb.org/
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2015 ASMBYC Calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays, but they are NOT listed on 

this calendar.  

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

“Gal Warnings” is always looking for photos 
and articles about WSA activities and our 
members! 

— Contact  Newsletter@WSASMB.org —  

October 2015 

3-4 Sat/Sun City of Hope Regatta—DRYC 

9th-12th WSA Cruise to San Pedro and Dana Point 

11th Sat Octoberfest regatta—SMWYC 

13th Tues WSA General Meeting 

17-18 Sat/Sun Linda Elias Regatta (LEMWOD) - LBYC 

27th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

November 2015 

3rd-22nd WSA Cruise in Tahiti 

Nov 7-9 Advanced Race Management Seminar—CYC 

10th Tues WSA General Meeting 

24th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

Optimist sailors look up, up, up and can still barely see the top of the masts of this 

superyacht visiting Marina del Rey.  
Photo by Nora Feddal 

http://www.asmbyc.org/
http://www.wsasmb.org/
mailto:Newsletter@WSASMB.org
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2015 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 
Commodore:  Debbie Feinerman         Vice Commodore:  Melody Kanschat 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Sharlyn Harley       Secretary:  Carey Meredith 
education@wsasmb.org             secretary@wsasmb.org 
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Jr Staff Commodore:  Mary Ho 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Jana Davis          Race Co-Chair: - Cynthia Nibler & Jana Davis 

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Co-Chairs:  Melody Kanschat/Jeannea Jordan Day Sail Chair:  Mary Ho 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb.org 
 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  Mary Jo O’Neill 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Hospitality Chair:  Karen Sarpolus       Membership Chair:  Barbara Morris 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director:  Christina Tarantola   Publicity Chair:  Carolyn Allport  
communications@wsasmb.org           pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Mike Gitchell 
 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

WSA—on the water since 1985! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service 

programs; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:education@wsasmb.org
mailto:secretary@wsasmb.org
mailto:treasurer@wsasmb.org
mailto:jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org
mailto:racing@wsasmb.org
mailto:cruising@wsasmb.org
mailto:daysails@wsasmb
mailto:skippers@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:events@wsasmb.org
mailto:events@wsasmb.org
mailto:membership@wsasmb.org
mailto:membership@wsasmb.org
mailto:communications@wsasmb.org
mailto:communications@wsasmb.org
mailto:pr@wsasmb.org
mailto:newsletter@wsasmb.org
mailto:webmaster@wsasmb.org

