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Meeting Agenda for March 8, 2016
6:30 pm Social Hour
7:30 pm Business meeting and light refreshments
8:00 pm Speaker: Dana Murray from Heal the Bay

Location: Santa Monica Windjammers YC, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey

David Angers and the crew of Miss Demeanor
take 3rd overall in the PHRF class during the

SCYA Midwinter Regatta
See more photos on pages 3 and 4. – Photo by Mike Gitchell.
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Commodore’s Column
by Melody Kanschat

“To sail into an unknown spring...”
— Malcolm Lowry   

This is my favorite time of year in the
WSA calendar. Spring has sprung…March is the month
when we shake out the reef and build up speed. Our
membership takes root and grows, we officially open the
sailing season, and my favorite cruise of our year marks
the arrival of spring. 
Our membership numbers are growing…with 117

members counted toward our year-end goal of 185. As I
reviewed the membership roster, I was struck by the
number of members that have been with WSA for decades,
as well as a healthy list of members that have joined only
recently. Together, you represent an impressive collection
of wide-ranging talent and experience both on and off the
water. As you will see in this newsletter there are lots of
opportunities for you to get involved this month and meet
more of your fellow members. In my short time with WSA
I’ve found that everyone has something to learn, and
everyone has something to teach. New members please
don’t be shy. Being new is not a liability, it is an asset. You
bring fresh perspectives and ideas. Longtime members
please don’t stand back. Introduce yourself to some of our
new members and show them the way to increasing their
time on the water. This club works best when all are
involved and working together to empower women
through sailing. 
On March 5 and 6 we combine day sailing with

volunteering in our annual “Day Sail with a Catch”
promotion. We will gather together on Saturday and
Sunday from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the Santa Monica
Windjammers Yacht Club to help polish trophies and
spruce up the facilities in advance of opening weekend.
Later that afternoon, all who volunteered will have the
chance to go out for a day sail. If you’d like to help out
(and sail or offer up your boat) send an email to day sail
chair Kathleen Milnes at daysails@wsasmb.org.
Marina del Rey yacht clubs will celebrate their opening

weekend on March 12 and 13, and all the yacht clubs up
and down the coast are preparing for their opening days.
Many of the yacht clubs in Marina del Rey offer education
programs and seminars that are free and open to the
public, and many offer reciprocal benefits to the Women’s
Sailing Association of Santa Monica Bay. Our home club,
Santa Monica Windjammers Yacht Club is pleased to
invite WSA members to their events and offer the use of
their facilities. For more info about events and
reciprocating clubs visit www.wsasmb.org.

March Meeting
by Carey Meredith, Education Director

The speaker for this month’s meeting on
March 8, is Dana Murray, Senior Coastal
Policy Manager for Heal the Bay. Heal the
Bay is an environmental nonprofit dedicated to making
our coastal waters and watersheds in the greater L.A. area
clean, healthy, and safe. They use research, education,
community action, and advocacy to fulfill their mission. 
Dana has been involved with Heal the Bay since 2003–

as an aquarist intern, a coastal cleanup captain, and as a
staff marine scientist. She will discuss the causes and
consequences of ocean pollution, and what we all can do
to make a difference.
Dana develops, executes, and manages advocacy and

legislative campaigns related to coastal habitat and
marine life protection, including marine protected area
(MPA) implementation and research, coastal climate
change adaptation, ocean wildlife conservation,
sustainable fisheries management, reducing ocean intake
impacts, and keeping oil drilling projects out of Santa
Monica Bay. 
A Southern California native, Dana has a bachelor’s

degree from UCLA, and her master’s degree in
Environmental Science and Coastal Marine Resource
Management from UCSB’s Bren School. Dana enjoys
volunteering, traveling, diving and sailing. 

(Continued on page 4)

WSA Snapshots...

Mike Priest, Kelly Fennessy, and Liz Hjorth watching the
Midwinter Regatta from DASH. Photo by Mike Gitchell

www.wsasmb.org
mailto:daysails@wsasmb.org
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WSA Racing Report
By WSA Racing Chair Nicole Harnett
This month there are a lot of race-related

events you don’t want to miss! Read on for
a description and how to attend or
participate.

PROTEST SEMINAR: WED., MARCH 2, 7PM 
No racer likes to “go to the room”, but when you do,

you want to know what to expect. This seminar will cover
the protocol of protests, with mock protest sessions where
participants take turns serving on the protest committee.
Ray Mahaffey and Doug Weitz lead this interesting and
informative free seminar open to all interested racers at
the California Yacht Club (CYC). Go to calyachtclub.com
for information and to register.

AMERICA’S CUP UPDATE: WED., MARCH 9, 7PM 
Tucker Thompson will review the Cup’s storied history,

relive the dramatic comeback of Team Oracle USA in 2013,
provide an update on the current Louis Vuitton America’s
Cup World Series events, and give an inside look at what
to expect at the 35th America’s Cup in Bermuda. Free.
calyachtclub.com

LES STORRS REGATTA: SATURDAY, MARCH 19
SCCYC is inviting WSA members to this regatta. This

year Les Storrs is also ASMBYC High Point Race # 5, so
there will be an additional RLC for Cruisers. They plan for
a good turn out as King Harbor Race Week was postponed
(till March 30-31). One Design/Center Boards are
encouraged to enter early. Classes will be established
based on the number of entrants: three boats forms a
class, five boats in a class get a separate start. The RC is
hoping for four races, weather permitting. Contact PRO
Bruce Fleck (310) 600-5214 or SCBruceFleck@gmail.com. 

INTRO TO YACHT RACING (IYR) SUNDAY, MARCH 20,
8:30 AM- 4 PM
Sponsored by South Bay Yacht Racing Club in

partnership with Del Rey Yacht Club, at Del Rey YC,
Marina del Rey. The COST: $20; age 18+ . The day’s
program includes discussion of basic sailing equipment
and terminology, essential gear, what to expect on a race
day, crew positions and safety aboard. Training continues
aboard to get new sailors acquainted with boats and using
equipment. On-water practice gets crew used to moving
about the boat and working various positions. The day
concludes with a race around the marina. Event is for
people interested in trying out yacht racing and
experienced racers looking to tune up their skills and
meet prospective skippers. For more information and
registration visit CLICK HERE

SUNSET SERIES SEMINAR: WED., MARCH 30, 7 P.M.
The first Sunset Series seminar is especially for

Cruising Class racers. All sailors interested in
participating in the Sunset Series at any level (crew
through skipper) are welcome at these free seminars.
Mike Priest will present this program for Cruiser/Racers.
His knowledge of racing and cruising is extensive and
you’re sure to pick up some new tips to help you have a
fun, successful season. He’ll review how to enter and get
your rating certificate, as well as starting and racing
strategies, and basic rules. If you are new to racing and
thinking of giving the Sunset Series a try, this is the
seminar for you! Go to calyachtclub.com for information
and to register.

Also, I wanted to let you know the US Sailing Store has
reduced prices on 2013-2016 Racing Rule Products in
preparation for new release. Take advantage of some great
prices on Sailor’s Guide to the Racing Rules (at 75 cents!)
Click here to browse.

WSA member
David Angers at
the helm of his
J80 Miss
Demeanor with
Nancy
Winebarger,
Rita Abraham,
Talin Babakian
and Vaiva
Perchulis during
the SCYA
Midwinter
Regatta.
Photo by Mike
Gitchell

http://store.ussailing.org/browse.cfm/sailors-guide-to-the-racing-rules-2013-2016/4,753.html.
www.calyachtclub.com
https://www.regattanetwork.com/clubmgmt/applet_registration_form.php?regatta_id=12066 
mailto:SCBruceFleck@gmail.com
www.calyachtclub.com
www.calyachtclub.com
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Racing ramps up very soon and I was pleased to hear so
many WSA members represented in the SCYA Midwinters,
both as racers, and as race committee volunteers. If you
are interested in racing (or if you are a skipper and are
looking for crew), contact our “matchmaker” race chair
Nicole Harnett at racing@wsasmb.org and check out the
calendar at the end of the newsletter for events and
seminars. 
The WSA Easter Cruise hits the Isthmus at Catalina

Island March 24-27. Cruise co-chairs Jeannea Jordon and
Wendy Northup tell me we have five boats standing by to
bring WSA members to the Islands. Activities include (in
order of frequency) eating, drinking, dinghy rides,
kayaking, hiking, Easter bonnet making and parading,
oh—and sailing! If you’d like to join in the fun, email
Jeannea and Wendy at cruising@wsasmb.org. 
Happy sailing and a sun-kissed spring!

(Commodore’s Column — Continued from page 2)

Jana Davis, Vice Commodore
I joined WSA in 2011 after a random

series of events got me a ride on a boat for
that year’s WOW-WAH regatta. On that
crew was a WSA member who encouraged
me to come check out the organization.

Through WSA I hoped to learn more about sailing, get on
more boats and do more races. And that’s exactly what
has happened. 
I will never forget my first day sail with the late Wayne

Brandow. Even before we were out of the channel he had
me at the helm of Aqua Cheetah and talked to me at
length about racing. I will be forever grateful for that
experience and encouragement from my new club. What I
love about sailing is that I know there will always be more
I need to learn. What I love about WSA is that there are so
many experienced sailors ready to teach me what they
know so far. I look to WSA and its members as my
classroom and teachers. 
An important lesson I learned from members is that as

a volunteer-based organization you get more from it by
giving to it. In that respect I have served as Race Chair
and Fleet Captain. Last year I found myself actually
running that WOW-WAH Regatta for ASMBYC – a feat I
could never have accomplished without the help of SO
MANY of my fellow WSA members! It is that commitment
to each other that makes me proud to be a part of this
group. I look forward to serving as Vice Commodore for
2016. 

Meet Your Board
See page 8 for another Board Member feature.

More photos from the the crew of
Miss Demeanor during the SCYA

Midwinter Regatta

Rita Abraham, and Sunshine Jen Huszcza

Rita Abraham, and WSA members David Angers, and
Sunshine Jen Huszcza

Boats in the cruising class at the start. Photo by Mike Gitchell

mailto:cruising@wsasmb.org
mailto:racing@wsasmb.org
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Upper right: Karen Kuchel and Judy Tressler.
Right: Heather McLaughlin and Mary Jo O’Neill.
Bottom: The weather turned a little foggy when the crew of
Harmony took a break for lunch. Left to right – Karen Kuchel,
Judy Tressler, Elizabeth Newell, Avghi Constantinides, Mary Jo
O’Neill, Diane Destiny and Heather McLaughlin. 
– Photos by Melody Kanschat

Day Sails — One of the Many Benefits of
Being a WSA Member
February saw the offering of two day sails. The love of

sailing was in the air as Sam Wagner and Ruthe Small
offered a Valentines Day sail on their Catalina 30,
Ruthsm. Two weeks later, members were given the
opportunity to spend the day with WSA Commodore
Melody Kanschat aboard her C&C 40, Harmony.

THIS WEEKEND!
March 5 and 6

Day Sail with a Catch!
Sign up to help polish up the Santa Monica
Windjammers Yacht Club on Saturday and

Sunday morning (in advance of opening day),
and enjoy a day sail in the afternoon.

CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP.
Please specify which day(s) you will help clean.

mailto:daysails@wsasmb.org


6 Gal’ Warnings

Good Times at the Women’s Sailing
Convention
Sober thoughts on a midair collision
By Jeannea Jordan
So much for my stormy weather forecast for this year’s

annual Women’s Sailing Convention in Newport Beach on
date February 6. We had blue skies, nothing but blue
skies, and I was thrilled to be wrong. Becky Pratt, Coco
Leigh and I spent the first night in Cabrillo Way Marina
in San Pedro and ate at the convenient 22nd Street
Landing Restaurant. 
Friday morning we headed south to Newport. Still

inside the L.A. Harbor, winds were hitting 24 knots and
building, so we threw a reef in the main. At the same
time, we heard over the VHF of the mid-air collision of
two small planes about 4 four miles behind us off Angels
Gate. Reports on the radio of a fisherman on the scene
confirmed no possibility of survivors. We were reminded
of the precariousness and beauty of life. For me it was a
reminder to live life, with my sails full and the rail in the
water while I can, because stuff happens.
The beautiful Bahia Corinthian Yacht Club and their

staff are very welcoming and helpful to the 200 plus
women sailors who gather every February for the premier
Women’s Sailing Convention in the U.S. Women from all

over the country come to enhance their sailing skills and
build friendships with other women who love the sport of
sailing. About 40 women volunteer their time, boats, and
considerable experience and expertise to teach classes in
the all-day event. Classes range from basic sailing, racing,
docking, and navigation, to provisioning, diesel engines,
up the mast, and offshore sailing—to name but a few. 
Because I love sailing this was my 18th convention. If

you have gone to that many they assume you know
something so they let me teach. The women on
Chekkerrs are always so full of energy and enthusiasm it
makes my heart giggle. This year, 5 five women took my
docking class and docked Chekkerrs on a lee dock with an
ebbing cross current of at least 2 two knots, a very
difficult maneuver even for seasoned boat handlers. You
would have thought they won the lottery. I thought they
had won the lottery. OK, Chekkerrs has a few starboard
scratches but lives have been changed!
Captains Fran Weber and Karyn Jones were there,

imparting their considerable wisdom. Kiela Hine-
Moriarty, Marsha Vifquain, Tina Claps, Monique Delmar,
and Rosalie and Gary Green were all in attendance—
forgive me if I left anyone out. The evening prize list was
as usual fabulous, and I enjoyed the exuberant talk given
by Margaret Podlich, Rolex Regatta contender and
President of Boat US.
I leave the convention every year grateful for the good

times and the wonderful friends I have made in the
sailing community. Looking forward to the next one.

WSA member Coco Leigh and fellow convention attendees
enjoyed a day on the water for an anchoring class taught by

WSA member Capt. Fran Weber. Photos by Fran Weber



DATE DESTINATION HIGHLIGHT/ ACTIVITY

March 24 – 27 Isthmus, Catalina Island WSA Easter Cruise
Isthmus for Easter, hike, kayak, BBQ

April 22 – 24 Dana Point Dana Point Cruise
Walk, shop, dine

May 26 – 30 Avalon, Catalina Island Memorial Day Cruise
Miniature golf, swim, snorkel, 
bar hop, hike, kayak

June 11- 12 Redondo Beach King Harbor Yacht Club
Overnight cruise
Shop, dine, kayak

June 30 – July 7 San Diego Fourth of July Cruise
Sail to San Diego and enjoy the 
July 4th festivities in the harbor

August 11 – 18 Catalina Island Around Catalina Island Cruise
Goat Harbor - Emerald Bay - See the smaller coves of the
Little Harbor - Avalon island, hike, snorkel, swim,

kayak, BBQ

September 5 – 12 Ventura - Santa Barbara - Santa Cruise Islands Channel Islands Cruise
Swim, hike, spelunking and 
more remote adventures

October 26 – Baja-Ha-Ha Baja-Ha-Ha Cruise
November 12 San Diego-Turtle Bay (Bahia Tortugas) - 23rd annual Baja-ha-ha event 

Bahia Santa Maria- Cabo San Lucas, Mexico where many boats travel to Mexico.

WSA 2016 Cruise Schedule
By Cruise Co-Chairs Jeannea Jordan and Wendy Northup
Join us for a 2016 WSA Cruise. To reserve a spot email Jeannea at jeannea1042@gmail.com
or Wendy at wanorthup@gmail.com or cruising@wsasmb.org.
If you have questions, feel free to phone Jeannea at (818) 368-6776.
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ATTENTION RACERS
Want to know about ALL the

upcoming local races? Check out

the 2016 ASMBYC calendar at

www.asmbyc.org

WSA DAY SAILS
Day sails are usually on the weekends.

Upcoming day sails are announced by email a

few days prior to the sailing date. Be sure to

add daysails@wsasmb.org to your contacts so

you don’t miss a sailing opportunity.

mailto:daysails@wsasmb.org
www.asmbyc.org


Wed. Mar. 2 Protest Seminar – CYC

Sat./Sun. Mar. 5-6 SMWYC Clean Up Days & Day Sails

Tues. Mar. 8 WSA General Meeting

Tues. Mar. 9 America’s Cup Update - CYC

Sat. Mar. 19 Les Storrs Regatta – CYC

Sun. Mar. 20 Intro to Yacht Racing – Del Rey YC

Tues. Mar. 22 WSA Board Meeting

Thurs./Sun Mar. 24-27 WSA Easter Cruise to Catalina Isthmus

Sat. Mar. 30 Sunset Series Cruisers Seminar – CYC

Sat./Sun. Mar. 30-31 King Harbor Race Week

Weds. Apr. 6 Sunset Series Cruiser Seminar

Sat. Apr. 9 Harris Spring Regatta

Tues. Apr. 12 WSA General Meeting

Weds. Apr. 13 Sunset Series starts – thru September 7
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2016 Calendar of Upcoming Events

Meet Your Board
See page 4 for another Board Member feature.

Mary Jo O’Neill, Social Director 
I have always loved being in and on the

water, especially the ocean. Though I grew
up in Pasadena, my fondest memories are
of summer days spent at the beach in
Hermosa or Manhattan. When I was 12, I

went to summer camp in Montecito where I learned to
sail. I thought I’d died and gone to heaven. What could be
better than spending an afternoon in a little boat all by
myself in the wind and the sun, skimming along the
surface of the water? 
In my 30’s, I got a job as a cruise director. I worked on

two different boats, one a 110 passenger motor vessel, the
other the 330 foot four-masted square-rigger, Sea Cloud,
built in 1929 by Marjorie Merriweather Post when she
was married to E. F. Hutton, that took 70 passengers with
a crew of 70. Under full sail, she was an amazing sight.
One day in particular when we were under full sail off the
French Rivera, a dozen power boats came charging
toward us from shore. They’d just come out to inspect
this beautiful boat! We spent summers cruising the
Mediterranean, winters sailing the Caribbean. Needless to
say, it was an amazing job!
I got married, had a baby, and raised my daughter in

Seattle, but when she was at USC, I came back to Los
Angeles, because summer in Seattle is only 6 weeks
long—and I love summer! When I moved to Playa del
Rey, where I have a view of the Marina channel, the boats
started calling to me. While I was figuring out how to get
back to sailing, I got Fran Weber’s name and number, and
she told me about WSA. My first meeting was the July
BBQ and I immediately joined. Sailing, fun people and
pretty good food—what’s not to like? That November,
there was no one standing for Social Director on the 2014
Board. After being a cruise director, it sounded like a
natural fit for me. This is my third year on the Board, and
I’m having a great time being involved with something I
love doing. Sailing, fun people and pretty good food. Life
is good!

Mary Jo enjoying the warm waters of French Polynesia in
November of 2015. Photo by Barbara C. Morris



Membership Co-Chairs: Barbara Morris & Pam Silver
membership@wsasmb.org

Race Chair: Nicole Harnett
racing@wsasmb.org

Day Sail Chair: Kathleen Milnes
daysails@wsasmb.org

Cruise Co-Chairs: Jeannea Jordan & Wendy Northup
cruising@wsasmb.org

Hospitality Co-Chairs: Kiela Hine & Diane Larson
events@wsasmb.org

Publicity Chair: Carolyn Allport
pr@wsasmb.org

Newsletter Co-Editors: Carolyn Allport & Barbara Morris 
newsletter@wsasmb.org

Webmaster: Barbara Morris
webmaster@wsasmb.org

Historian: Mike Gitchell

Commodore: Melody Kanschat
commodore@wsasmb.org

Vice Commodore: Jana Davis
vicecommodore@wsasmb.org

Jr Staff Commodore: Debbie Feinerman
jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org

Secretary: Avghi Constantinides
secretary@wsasmb.org

Treasurer: Karen Sarpolus
treasurer@wsasmb.org

Fleet Captain: Wendy Northup
fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org

Communications Director: Jen Reed
communications@wsasmb.org

Education Director: Carey Meredith
education@wsasmb.org

Social Director: Mary Jo O’Neill
social@wsasmb.org
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P.O. Box 10034, Marina del Rey, CA 90295

2016 WSA Board 2016 WSA Committee Chairs

MISSION STATEMENT
To promote and support women’s sailing based on

the following principles:
• To provide educational opportunities
• To provide information on gaining access to races, cruises
and other Santa Monica Bay activities

• To support “Youth in Sailing” community service programs
• To support established sailing programs for women
• To enhance networking opportunities

WSA – on the water since 1985!


