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Meeting Agenda for September 13, 2016
6:30 pm Social Hour
7:30 pm Business meeting and dinner
8:00 pm Speaker: Denise George, Denison Yacht Sales

Location: Santa Monica Windjammers YC, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey

WSA member Barbara Morris at the helm of
My Time 3 in the WOW/WAH Regatta .

(see article and photos beginning on page 4) — Photo by Diane Laney

What’s in the
wind…

WOW/WAH Highlights,
Photos and Story

Round the Rock Cruise
Story and Photos

WSA Volunteer
Opportunities

Boys & Girls Club –
WSA Members Get
Involved

NEW!
RSVP REQUIRED

RSVP for the
Sept. 13 Meeting
by Sunday, Sept.

11 at 6 pm
http://wsasmb.org/rsvp-for-upcoming-events/
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Commodore’s Column
by Melody Kanschat
Lots to read in this month’s issue so I

will keep my column short. August was a
month for the record books for WSA. We
raced, we daysailed, and we cruised. Our

monthly meeting featured two terrific speakers and a big
turnout (over 60), and several new members joined our
ranks. Nothing makes me happier than to see all these
member volunteers joining together to help empower
women through sailing. 
So many firsts have happened in the month of August –

from first cruise to learning to tie a bowline – from first
time skippering in a race to first time on race committee.
Our fall schedule will continue to offer our members

more opportunities for firsts. I hope you’ll step forward to
lend a hand with an event, participate in a sail, or offer to
fill a board or committee chair position in the coming
year. We can’t continue to be the best sailing club in the
Santa Monica Bay without your continued full
involvement. 
All together now — hip-hip-hooray for WSA (and an

extra big hooray for Vice Commodore, Jana Davis for
pulling off another stellar Wow-Wah).   

We Need You!
by Debbie Feinerman, 
Jr. Staff Commordore
The answers are “Yes,” “No” and “You

Bet”! Keep reading if you’re wondering
about the questions. And keep reading
even if you’re not.
Is WSA looking for volunteers? Yes,

absolutely. The club depends on each of
us to do our part and we have a variety of
positions to fill. In many cases, no special
skills are required. You can check out the
WSA org chart at
http://wsasmb.org/board/ or speak to any
member of the Board for more information.
I’m a new member — is it too soon for me to

volunteer? No! You don’t need to be a long-time
member to volunteer. New members bring new ideas
and boundless enthusiasm. We welcome help from all
of our members.
Are you serious about the need and will it be fun?

You bet! Your help is truly needed to keep our club

September Meeting
by Carey Meredith, Education Director
On September 13 our speaker will be

Denise George from Denison Yacht Sales
speaking on everything you need to know
about buying or selling a boat.
Denise has been boating since she was 12, starting out

on small runabouts and the family cabin cruiser on Lake
St. Clair, Michigan. She relocated to MdR in the early 80s.
In recent years, Denise has become an active sailboat
racer both locally and internationally as well as the
producer and builder of a 24' club racer called a Martin
242. Today she is a leader in the boating community of
Marina del Rey and enjoying every bit of her career as a
yacht sales person. 
Denise is a true equal opportunity boater: she loves all

boats—small, big, power or sail—and prides herself on
finding the right boat for her clients’ needs. Denise was
recognized as the 2010 ASMBYC Yachtsman of the Year.

Looking Ahead to October’s Meeting
On October 11 our speaker will be Marilyn Cassedy who

will be talking about her experience on the “Race to
Alaska”, a 750 mile (no engine) regatta from Port
Townsend, WA to Ketchikan, AK.

strong. If you would like to be considered for any chair
or board position, please contact Debbie Feinerman at
jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org. The nominating
committee for the WSA 2017 Board of Directors and
Chairs will be presenting nominations at the October
11 general meeting and we will vote for Directors at the
November 8 general meeting. The remainder of the
positions are appointed.
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WSA Racing Report
By Vice Commodore Jana Davis
Guest Columnist
I’m going to take this opportunity to

thank the MANY racers and volunteers who
helped make the 2016 Women on the

Water – Woman at the Helm Regatta a success.  This
ASMBYC event is pushing 40 years. And yes, I have to
remind people this is an ASMBYC event and not a WSA
event. I understand the confusion as there were more
WSA racers and volunteers as part of this exciting
weekend than any other ASMBYC organization; a fact that
makes me quite proud. And with this, my second time in
charge of the annual WOW-WAH event, I will also tell you
the level of WSA participation is a trend I hope to see
continue. For those of you that took the leap of faith with
me either as a racer or volunteer, I hope you have caught
the WOW-WAH bug. It IS contagious. 
Congratulations to all of our participants and winners.

Marilyn Cassedy for CYC took home top awards in the
WOW division, including the Robert S. Wilson perpetual
trophy and the Cheryl Rembert memorial trophy for top
Martin 242 finisher. Evelyn Crommett for WSA (new 2016
WSA member!) took home the WAH Crystal Sailboat

perpetual trophy for top WAH performer in the largest
WAH class. 
Highlights of the event include: seeing Barbara Morris

take the helm of George Maronich’s My Time Three with
nearly a full crew of WSA members and some stylin’ crew
shirts; the crew of Ruby d’eau (with more than a little
encouragement from WSA members Stacy Waite and
Monique Delmar) providing the largest and most spirited
crew on the water that weekend; watching Christina
Tarantola (a WSA staff commodore) take the helm for a
second year to represent WSA and improve her driving
skills to land her a second place finish, and the honor of
meeting Michelle and Will Rembert who, along with their
dad Stewart, joined us on Sunday to present the Cheryl
Rembert memorial trophy in honor of their mom.
For fear of leaving just ONE name out of this article,

and hoping you all have received my personal thanks, I
will just end by saying, thank you WSA members.
Running this regatta takes a village and for the second
year in a row, that village came from the many WSA
members who said “Yes” when I asked. It’s what I’ve come
to expect from my WSA family, but it’s never taken for
granted.

There was at least one WSA member on over half of the
boats that participated in WOW-WAH. Can you spot them?

— Photos by Mike Gitchell
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Cruiser Turns Racer…Maybe
By Barbara C. Morris
In last month’s newsletter, in my article recounting the

San Diego cruise, I mentioned that getting to take the
wheel of the beautiful My Time 3 in the crowded and
windy bay on the Fourth of July, made me consider trying
racing. Well, that momentary thought and boost of
confidence lead me to sign up to be a “Woman at the
Helm” in the recent, much anticipated, WOW/WAH
Regatta.
Now, I’m NOT a racer. In fact, I’ve only ever been in one

race, the 2005 Newport/Ensenada race and my position
was pretty much galley slave (happily), so buoy racing
would be a completely new experience. To say I was
nervous would be an understatement. As a long time
cruiser, I’m used to calm, relaxing, leisurely sailing and
have tons of experience at the helm. Yeah, sometimes the
rails are in the water, and you might occasionally “race”
nearby boats to no particular mark (just because you
can), but buoy racing is something altogether different.
I’ve been sailing for 25 years or so, and besides galley

slave, I think I’m best suited to be at the helm, so I
thought, what the heck, I’ll try it once. I then had to find
a boat and crew. With the help and encouragement of
race organizer Jana Davis (racer turned cruiser…see May
2016 newsletter article), I got paired with WSA member
(and expert racer) George Maronich who agreed to let me
take the helm of his Catalina 42, My Time 3— this time
in a race. Now I needed crew, but not just any crew,
having virtually no experience of my own, I needed at
least a few really experienced racers. George came
through with several people who’ve raced with him a lot
including, Gary Binder, Sunshine Jen (WSA), Nancy
Winebarge and Talin Babikian, and I secured help from
several WSA members, Diane Laney, Julie Miller, Sharon
Simmers, Julie Warnock (and her friend Jocelyn Plant)
and of course, George. 

With my crew (that sounds funny…my crew) of six for
each day set, I proceeded to make the rest of my plans. I
decided to bring lunch and drinks for everyone, figuring
that would be easier (every skipper does that…right?
Skipper…that sounds funny too). And, of course, my crew
had to have shirts. But not just any shirts, custom made
ones with a custom graphic designed by me, and custom
tie-dying (till 1 am the night before the first race).
With only one practice session, the race weekend was

upon us, and I was thinking, ‘what have I gotten myself
into’, as my confidence began fading out of fear. Things
were a little rushed the first morning and I was feeling
very unprepared. I had sandwiches and shirts at least…
just drive the boat, I thought, and listen to George. I had
gotten some advice about the importance of timing the
start of the race from WSA Cruise Co-Chair Jeannea
Jordan, but admittedly, I didn’t understand what she was
saying. I soon learned how really important it was. My
inexperience proved to be our biggest obstacle as we were
the last ones across the start line on the first race. With
George calling out tacks, trim and other adjustments, and
with the skilled crew, we made up a lot of time.

By the end of the
first race, I was
exhausted. I’ve been
at the helm plenty of
times, but keeping up
with the pace of a
buoy race where
you’re giving it
everything you’ve got
for several hours
straight takes a lot
out of you. It did me,
anyway. Not a minute
after we crossed the

Crossing the finish.
—Photo by Mike Gitchell

WSA members Julie Miller and Sunshine Jen enjoyed being
part of the crew. — Photo by Diane Laney



5 Gal’ Warnings

finish line, we heard the five-minute horn for the start of
the second race, which was just about enough time for
me to wolf down a sandwich. The winds were stronger
now and I wondered if I could last a few more hours. I got
a boost of adrenaline at the start of the second race
though as we crossed the start line very close to another
boat (too close for my comfort), and I was encouraged to
head up and keep my distance. We lost a little speed doing
that, and were already at the start late, but again, we
made up a lot of time over the course of the race.
There were plenty of minor mishaps on the first day

starting with a jib sheet not being tied onto the sail
properly (my fault) when it was first pulled out (the tail
on my bowline was too short). But the biggest mishap of
the first day was when we were crossing the finish on the
second race, on a dead-downwind run with our sails wing
and wing, and I accidentally jibed…HARD, and nearly
knocked George, who was holding a preventer line, off the
boat. Sorry George! Serves me right for mugging for the
camera (see photo). Someone from the race committee
boat mockingly yelled out, “jibbing!” The margaritas I
served the crew at the end of the day probably only helped
take the sting out of George’s blistered hand a little.
Day two brought nearly a whole new crew with only

George, Diane and myself from the day before. This time,
I thought, we’re going to get our start right, but alas, we
were too far away to hear the horns and upon noticing
that some of the boats in our class were crossing the
start, we rushed (as best we could) to get there, but ended
up last to start (by a lot). With one day of racing under my
belt, a great crew, and, of course, the expert guidance of
George, we made up a lot of time. At one point, catching
and flying by “Crossfire” who, until then, was always quite
far ahead of us. Averaging above 7 knots a lot of the time,
I recall seeing 8.2 on the knotmeter at one point on a tack
away from the 2ES buoy. The My Time 3 hull speed is 8
knots — I’m just sayin’.
Just before the end of the last race, in shallow, choppy

seas, George was working to get the whisker pole down so
we could turn up and head to the finish, when I once
again, tried, and succeeded in causing him bodily harm
when I wasn’t able to control the boat and his finger got
cut as he wrestled the pole and tried to keep his footing.
Again…sorry George. What a trooper though.
Of the five boats entered in the cruising class, I believe

we made the most progress having had three poor starts.
We finished a very close third overall (just one point
behind second). And I can say with a reasonable amount
of certainty that, had we gotten our starts right, we could
very well have taken first. As previously mentioned, my
inexperience was our biggest obstacle. 
I have to say that I have a new respect for racers

though. It’s challenging and physically exhausting. My
crew was awesome! Big thanks to all of them for being
there and giving it their all. But the biggest thanks and a
huge shout-out goes to George for his guidance,
encouragement and praise, and for letting me be the
“Woman at the Helm” of his beautiful boat.
When asked if I’d do it again, I first said no. But, now

I’d say, we’ll see.

My Time 3 Sunday Crew: (L-R) Diane Laney, Talin Babikian,
Nancy Winebarge, George Maronich, Julie Warnock, Jocelyn

Plant and Skipper Barbara Morris (front).

My Time 3 Saturday Crew: (top) George Maronich, Gary
Binder, Sunshine Jen, Julie Miller, (bottom) Skipper, Barbara

Morris, Diane Laney, and Sharon Simmers.
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Summer Fun with the Boys & Girls Clubs
Article and photos by Mike Gitchell
Fairwind Yacht Club once again sponsored another

year of summer fun in the sun for the Venice Beach and
San Gabriel Boys & Girls Clubs along with the Tocaloma
Summer Day Camp program. The campers of 30 to 40
youth ranged in age from 8 to 17 and would meet up at
Mother’s Beach from 10 AM to 3 PM for a day of kayaking,
sailing on Hobie 16’s, and swimming at the beach during
the 18-day program. WSA member Fran Weber-Melville
has been heading up the volunteer program along with
her husband, John, who provided logistical support,
bringing kayak paddles and life jackets to the beach. 
There were several volunteers from Fairwind YC and

WSA along with some high school and college age
helpers. This year we had WSA member Patricia Rose’s
nephew, Michael, and his friend, Barry, along with Fran’s
niece, Syd, and nephew, Kevin, help out. Joining me were
Fairwind friends, Thomas, Susan, Ann, Harvey, and
others who helped make this another successful and
memorable year for the kids. WSA members Rosalee
Green and Sunshine Jen have also been big supporters in
years past.
The program provided an opportunity for youth, some

of whom have never been to the beach or on a boat, to
learn how to paddle a kayak and steer a Hobie Cat. The
members learned to be safe while having fun on the
water. There were kayak and sailboat races with ice-cream

or brownies for the winners. Lots of laughs, giggles, and
splashing going accompanied the activities. I even saw a
couple of soggy sponges being thrown around. Half the
group would start on kayaks, the other on Hobie’s.
Around noon, the kids would break for lunch, and then
swap their activities.
This summer there were lot’s of stingray’s swimming

around along the shore of Mother’s Beach, and the kids
quickly learned how to do the “stingray shuffle”. There
were kayaks flipping over and kids slipping off the boats,
but everybody was wearing PFD’s, and they were quickly
rescued and safely returned to their boats. I think the kids
really wanted to fall into the water and get wet though.
All-in-all, it was 18-days of mayhem and a boat load of fun
for all. Put the Boys & Girls Club summer program on
your calendar for next year.

Sailboat race winners enjoying cupcakes.Launching a kayak.

John Melville, Fran Weber-Melville and Mike Gitchell with
program participants.

Safety lecture where kids are told to wear a PFD, sand stays
on the beach, paddles are carried upright, and to shuffle their
feet when entering the water because of all the stingrays.
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Round the Rock – My First WSA Cruise
by Kelly Ross
My name is Kelly Ross and I’m a new member of the

Women’s Sailing Association (WSA.) After attending a few
meetings over the past two years as a visitor, I finally
joined WSA in June.
The August 11-18 Catalina Island “Round-the-Rock”

cruise was my first cruise with WSA. As a matter of fact, it
was a lot of firsts for me.
This was my first time: to Catalina (I have only ever

been to Catalina on the ferry); mooring a boat (I have
only ever anchored and docked boats); visiting Emerald
Bay, Cat Harbor, Whites Landing, etc... (I’d only been to
Avalon and Two Harbors); cruising on a boat that I didn’t
own (nor had never even boarded beforehand); cruising
without my sweetheart of 35+ years (we met in high
school); snorkeling in 75 degree water (Brrrrrrr! – cold to
a Floridian, anyway); and swimming in the Pacific Ocean.
So, I was very excited, nervous, anxious and thankful to

get the opportunity to be a part of this cruise. I was
welcomed aboard Melody Kanschat’s beautiful boat
Harmony with Barbara Morris, Mary Jo O’Neill and
Wendy Northup as crew. We spent time at the dock
stowing our gear and provisions before getting underway.
Our first stop was the fuel dock in Marina del Rey. Then,
we set sail on my first big adventure with WSA!
Did I mention I was excited, nervous and anxious? Well

I think I made myself seasick with all my excitement? So,
it took me a few days to get my sea legs. I was (of course)
embarrassed but my crew took great care of me and they
didn’t shame me or tease me at all.
We had great weather and winds for our sail that first

day. Despite being the last boat of the fleet to leave the
marina, we cruised into Emerald Bay just ahead of
Chekkerrs (with Jeannea Jordan, Nicola Lamb and Debbie
Juster) and Mad Madeline (with Cloyd Milton, Maria
Landford and Diane Hubner) to secure a prime mooring
right behind the two big rocks that make Emerald Bay so
beautiful. Ruthsm (with Sam & Ruthe Wagner and Karen
Sarpolus) arrived the day before. There was a bit of drama
during my first mooring as somehow we managed to get

the sand line tangled in
Harmony’s prop. Never fear,
Barbara’s here! She quickly
changed into her swimsuit and
snorkel gear, and set Harmony’s
prop free with no damage.
Once we were securely

moored, it was time to “set up
house.” We inflated and launched
the inflatable and kayaks (which
is no small feat on the bow of a
sailboat.) We transferred the
outboard to the inflatable, and
secured our sails and lines. I was
seasick and exhausted, yet, still
happy and excited to be there!
Bright and early the next

morning, the main halyard
somehow came loose! We had to
hoist Melody up the mast. Quite
the adventure first thing in the
morning! Our crew pulled
together, and we managed to
retrieve and secure our escaped
halyard without any damage. I
was very impressed by the bravery and skill I saw in these
ladies. It made me thankful and happy to be a part of WSA
and this group of amazing and capable sailors.
Emerald Bay is home to the best Boy Scout camp I’ve

ever seen. We went ashore at the BSC on Friday for a
hike. The camp was swarming with activity (the last week
and final days of the summer.) I really enjoyed seeing the
camp close-up, and watching the campers learn so many
water-related activities: sailing, kayaking, snorkeling,
swimming, SCUBA diving, etc. It was Amazing! Being a
former Girl Scout and scout leader from the Midwest, I
was in awe and completely jealous!
After the hike it was time for my First swim and

snorkel in the 75-degree Pacific Ocean. Brrrrrrrrrrrrr!
Since we were moored directly behind the most perfect
snorkeling spot on Catalina Island, I forced myself to join

Retrieving the halyard.
— Photo by Maria

Langford

Sunset over Chekkerrs and Mad Madeline
at Emerald Bay.

— Photo by Kelly Ross
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Mary Jo and Barbara for a swim around the rocks. It was
amazing, and I’m so happy and proud that I did it.
Unfortunately (or fortunately – depending on how you
feel about sharks) I exited the water a bit too soon, and
missed seeing a shark swim under the back of our boat.
The next day, it was onward to Cat Harbor. Having been

to Two Harbors twice via ferry I’ve seen Cat Harbor as I’ve
hiked across the island. This time, however, I was excited
to arrive via the sea and experience Two Harbors as a
sailor. We had a good trip around the island, and raced
Chekkerrs and Mad Madeline into Cat Harbor under sail.
Once we moored, housekeeping began. Since

Harmony’s water tanks were low, we made several trips
ashore to ferry water jugs to refill our holding tanks.
Preparations were made with Harbor Patrol to have a
pump-out on Sunday morning. Drinking water was
bought at the Two Harbors Market, Uber’ed to the dingy
dock, then ferried to Harmony. Once our arrival chores
were complete, it was “all ashore” for the fleet barbecue.
There’s a great picnic spot across the road from the

dingy docks in Cat Harbor – complete with a large BBQ
grill, picnic tables, pavilion and port-a-potties. Everything
we needed for a fun time! We had a nice happy-hour while
the charcoal heated-up. Then, we enjoyed lots of great
food and socializing, as the sun set on another great day.
Sunday Fun-day: After breakfast (and Harmony’s

pump-out) our crew split up for the day. I dropped-off
Melody, Barbara and Mary Jo at New Moon, so they could
spend the day with others members of our fleet – day-
sailing to Little Harbor. Whereas, Wendy and I went
ashore in Two Harbors so she could catch the ferry back
home (since she had to leave the cruise early.)
I was sad to see her go. Before she left, however, we

enjoyed a beer and shared the “World’s Best Calamari” at
the beach bar. Afterwards, I explored the market, had an
ice cream cone, and headed back to Harmony for a little
nap. As I settled in for my nap, I wondered how the day-

sail to Little Harbor was
going? I listened for them
to hail me on the VHF
when they were ready to be
picked up.
Later that afternoon

Jeannea stopped by in her
inflatable to tell me about
the excitement aboard New
Moon. As they prepared to
depart for their day-sail,
they couldn’t pull up their
anchor. Barbara dove down
with fins and masks to
checkout the situation (and
take underwater pictures), so
those aboard New Moon
could see what was happening below. Somehow, the
anchor had become so entangled with a huge mooring
chain, that they had to cut it loose, and leave it behind
(after several valiant tries to retrieve it.) Harbor Patrol
was notified, but (this being a Sunday,) the options were:
“stay-put and wait?” or “cut-loose” and sail to Little
Harbor. So, the anchor was sacrificed to the sea, and New
Moon and crew had a shorter day-sail than originally
planned.
That night, it was back to Two Harbors for showers and

dinner at the restaurant for several members of our fleet.
We enjoyed a bottle of wine, delicious food and great
company. Many sea stories were told, plus replays of the
day’s events. It was a great end to a long and eventful day.
The next day was to be a 30-mile sail around the island

(past Avalon,) to White’s Landing. It was another
beautiful day as we sailed past Little Harbor and around
the end of the island where there’s a huge quarry
operation underway.
The Carnival cruise ship
was anchored outside
Avalon as we sailed past
and into White’s
Landing – arriving
shortly after lunch.
This was the hottest

day of our trip so far so
we were all anxious to
get into the water (as
soon as we moored and
cleaned house.) Barbara,
Mary Jo and a few others
from the fleet went snorkeling, while Melody and I floated
in the water on a swim line and enjoyed a few beers. It
was so refreshing and relaxing to float behind Harmony

Kelly Ross and Mary Jo O’Neill snorkeling at Emerald Bay.
— Photo by Barbara C. Morris

New Moon picks up a little
more than their anchor.

— Photo by Barbara C. Morris

Diane Hubner kayaking.
—Photo by Maria Langford
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on this hot, sunny, August Monday.
Due to the warm weather, we decided it was “sarong

night!” After our swim, we tied-on our sarongs, and
enjoyed a leisurely time lounging aboard. During happy-
hour and dinner we shared more sea stories, and played
“two truths and a lie” (which reminded me of being a
young girl playing “truth or dare” at a sleep over.)
We decided to do a desert happy-hour that night (since

we didn’t join the fleet earlier). After dinner I made fried
apples, and we ferried over to Mad Madeline to share. It
was a delicious end to a warm sunny day.
The next day was a short cruise to Goat Harbor. We

made plans for the fleet to do a “man woman overboard”
drill aboard New Moon, so we got an early start. Goat
Harbor and Little Geiger have no moorings, so we
planned to anchor at each cove for one night, before
heading home on Thursday. Unfortunately, the conditions
were a bit too windy and rough to anchor. So, we sailed
past these two anchorages, and back into beautiful
Emerald Bay. We picked up moorings behind the rocks
for our last two nights at sea. And oh, what nights they
would be!
New Moon had a later start than the rest of our fleet,

and chose to stop at the Isthmus (instead of joining us in
Emerald Bay) so the group “woman overboard” drill was
scrubbed. Instead, the day was spent completing odd
projects and chores, kayaking, snorkeling, playing games
and simply enjoying ourselves. Melody did a little work on
Harmony, while I organized nuts and bolts. Barbara put
up the hammock, and several members of our fleet went
kayaking and snorkeling. That night, the full moon rose
as the sun was setting – and the rocking and rolling of the
boats began.
With a stiff wind rocking us, we began “pizza and

movie night” aboard Harmony. It was quite an event, as
all four of us created our own pizzas to bake in the oven –
aboard a rockin’ and rollin’ boat. After dinner we
attempted to watch a movie but the reception was spotty.
Eventually the conditions below (warmth from the oven,

and rocking of the boat) caused seasickness (again.) Mary
Jo and I went topside to sit in the cockpit, where we
enjoyed the evening air under the full moon. It was a fun
night – eventually being rocked to sleep in our bunks.
Our final day in Emerald Bay was perfect. Melody and a

few others went ashore for another hike, while the rest of
the fleet kayaked, snorkeled, read, and played games.
Hans and Carol (aboard New Moon) stopped by (as they
prepared to cruise home a day early than us,) to share
some good news. While moored in Isthmus, Harbor
Patrol was apparently able to retrieve the anchor they had
cut loose back in Cat Harbor on Sunday! We were all
happy to hear the good news and we wished them well as
they sailed home to MdR.
The Chekkerrs crew decided to host a desert happy-

hour that night, and made a delicious peach cobbler.
Melody contributed by creating two yummy chocolate
pizzas. The entire crew met aboard Mad Madeline for our
final night of sea stories and fellowship under another
moonlit sky.
Our cruise home the next day was great. The morning

began bright and early with all of the crews deflating
kayaks and dinghies, stowing gear and making the boats
ready to get underway. After another delicious breakfast,
we washed the dishes, stowed our gear, and set sail
shortly after Chekkerrs and Mad Madeline. We had blue
skies the whole day, saw lots of dolphins, and even a
whale! I was excited to be coming home to my
sweetheart, and looking forward to a long, hot shower –
and my big comfy bed! I enjoyed every last moment of my
cruise aboard Harmony that day, as we sailed into MdR.
Being a new member I would like to say my first WSA

cruise was amazing, and the highlight of my summer! I
feel so blessed and thankful for having this experience,
and look forward to cruising again with the wonderful
members of WSA of Santa Monica Bay.

Debbie Juster, Maria Langford, Diane Hubner, Cloyd Milton
and Jeannea Jordan enjoying happy hour aboard Mad

Madeline. — Photo by Barbara C. Morris

Melody Kanschat and Barbara Morris enjoying chicken wings
on “sarong night”. —Photo by Kelly Ross
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Why Join WSA
By Ruthe Small Wagner
Sam and I joined WSA about four years ago with the

encouragement of our good friend Jeannea Jordan. Our
old sailing club, Windseekera’, membership had
diminished to only four boats, one of which rarely got in
the water.  In addition, I had had major spine surgery, and
my ability to assist in the sailing of our boat, Ruthsm, had
diminished greatly.
It was a perfect marriage—our ability to share our

sailing experiences with women and men who were
anxious to be out on the water.  Sam and I try to take our
boat out at least once a week, and often on one or two of
those weekends we invite three other WSA members to
join us for a day sail.  The sailors who have joined us as
crew range from first-time sailing beginners, to women
and men who have owned their own boats for years.
Some of the people who have crewed with us are senior
citizens, and some are young talented sailors.
Sam enjoys coaching and instructing, and particularly

enjoys sailing.  I have an opportunity to sail each week,
participate to the extent that I can, and best of all, meet
an amazing array of interesting people.  As one of my
friends says, I can’t move around the boat so well, but “I
know stuff.”  We generally stay for a happy hour when we
return to the dock, and although I don’t drink, I so enjoy
getting to know a little bit about our crew members.  I
often leave the boat a little bit high on the new people I
have met and the stories we have shared.
I am a believer that at this stage of our lives, our

purpose is to share our experiences.  Some of our
experiences are shared on almost every daysail, but each
time we have a new audience.  The people who have
joined us on the water have always had interesting
experiences that we love to hear about.  
WSA is a perfect social network.  We have a common

The bearer of this card is a member in good standing of the Women’s Sailing Association 

of Santa Monica Bay (WSA) through the end of the calendar year indicated above.

WSA is a member of the Association of Santa Monica Bay Yacht Clubs – www.asmbyc.org

and the Southern California Yachting Association – www.scya.org.

Yacht Club Privileges: WSA members can visit a large number of yacht clubs! 

A list of local yacht clubs and the privileges extended to WSA members can be 

found in the membership section of www.wsasmb.org.

Be sure to bring your WSA membership card and identification when visiting.

Name: _______________________________________________________________

Year: ______________   Membership Chair Initials: _______  and email: www.membership@wsasmb.org

Membership has it’s privileges

Do you have your membership card?
Pick yours up at the next meeting so you
can enjoy all the privileges of membership

at Santa Monica Windjammers and
other area Yacht Clubs!

See a full list of recipricol clubs on our website.

DATE DESTINATION HIGHLIGHT/ ACTIVITY

October 26 – Baja-Ha-Ha Baja-Ha-Ha Cruise
November 12 San Diego-Turtle Bay (Bahia Tortugas) - 23rd annual Baja-ha-ha event 

Bahia Santa Maria- Cabo San Lucas, Mexico where many boats travel to Mexico.

WSA 2016 Cruise Schedule
By Cruise Co-Chairs Jeannea Jordan and Wendy Northup
Join us for a 2016 WSA Cruise. To reserve a spot email Jeannea at jeannea1042@gmail.com
or Wendy at wanorthup@gmail.com or cruising@wsasmb.org.
If you have questions, feel free to phone Jeannea at (818) 368-6776.

interest that brings us together, and all the rest of our
interests are as varied as can be.  Our common interest
brings us together with people we probably would never
have had a chance to meet.  We learn about one another
and the many activities our fellow sailors are engaged in.
For Sam and I, it has been an enriching experience.  We
certainly encourage others to join and get active.



Mon.-Mon. Sept. 5-12 Channel Islands Cruise

Tues. Sept. 13 WSA General Meeting - (RSVP Required)

Sunday Sept. 25 Regatta for Hope DRYC

Tues. Sept. 27 WSA Board Meeting

Tues. Oct. 11 WSA General Meeting - (RSVP Required)

Tues. Oct. 25 WSA Board Meeting
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2016 Calendar of Upcoming Events

WSA DAY SAILS
Day sails are usually on the weekends.

Upcoming day sails are announced by email a

few days prior to the sailing date. Be sure to

add wsadaysails@gmail.com to your contacts

so you don’t miss a sailing opportunity.

ATTENTION RACERS
Want to know about ALL the
upcoming local races? Check out
the 2016 ASMBYC calendar at

www.asmbyc.org

Events of Interest
The following events are not affiliated with WSASMB,

but may be of interest to members.
• Pacific Singlehanded Sailing Association – Stories

from the 2,500 Mile Singlehanded Transpacific Race.
Featuring speakers Joe Barry, Margie Woods (WSA
member), and Yves Vergnolle. Joe, Margie & Yves will
each talk about their adventures, surprises, and insights
so we can all share in their experiences and perhaps be
inspired to undertake an ocean crossing ourselves. It’s
sure to be a special evening you won’t want to miss.
Monday, September 12 at SMWYC at 7:30 p.m. The

presentation is free (except for dining, see instructions
below). It is open to the public, with a no host bar. We
recommend to arrive early as seats will be available on a
first come first serve basis. SMWYC offers dining and bar
so if you are interested, please email the yacht club using
the email smwyc.barpatio@gmail.com.

• Coast Guard Auxiliary – Public Education Course:
Sailing Skills & Seamanship. This is a comprehensive 10-
week course beginning on Monday, September 12. The
course will prepare a sailor with the basic information
needed to operate sailboats under a variety of conditions.
The cost is $80 and classes are every Monday from 7:00 -
9:30 p.m. at Del Rey Yacht Club. For more information
contact Allen Bakalyar at abakalyar@socal.rr.com (310)
720-9911

• Island Yacht Club – 24th Annual Northen California
Women’s Sailing Seminar. If you happen to be in the San
Francisco Bay area September 24-25, you might want to
consider this annual event. It’s all about women teaching
women how to sail. This fun, relaxing, educational and
inspiring weekend is the only one of its kind. Top notch
women sailors from all along the Pacific Coast volunteer
their expertise to provide instruction in workshops that
occur in the classroom and on-the-water. To register or
for more information visit: http://www.iyc.org/wp/wss/.

Do you know of something of
interest to our members?

Have photos from a WSA sailing
experience? Please send to
newsletter@wsasmb.org.

RSVP FOR MEETINGS
Please RSVP for the meeting so we can
guarantee a food count number. RSVPs
are due the SUNDAY before our TUESDAY
meeting. For the Sept. 13 meeting RSVP
by Sunday, Sept.11 at 6:00 pm by visiting

http://wsasmb.org/rsvp-for
-upcoming-events/



Membership Co-Chairs: Barbara Morris & Pam Silver
membership@wsasmb.org

Race Chair: Nicole Harnett
racing@wsasmb.org

Day Sail Chair: Kathleen Milnes
daysails@wsasmb.org

Cruise Co-Chairs: Jeannea Jordan & Wendy Northup
cruising@wsasmb.org

Hospitality Co-Chairs: Kiela Hine & Diane Larson
events@wsasmb.org

Publicity Chair: Carolyn Allport
pr@wsasmb.org

Newsletter Co-Editors: Carolyn Allport & Barbara Morris 
newsletter@wsasmb.org

Webmaster: Barbara Morris
webmaster@wsasmb.org

Historian: Mike Gitchell

Commodore: Melody Kanschat
commodore@wsasmb.org

Vice Commodore: Jana Davis
vicecommodore@wsasmb.org

Jr Staff Commodore: Debbie Feinerman
jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org

Secretary: Avghi Constantinides
secretary@wsasmb.org

Treasurer: Karen Sarpolus
treasurer@wsasmb.org

Fleet Captain: Wendy Northup
fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org

Communications Director: Jen Reed
communications@wsasmb.org

Education Director: Carey Meredith
education@wsasmb.org

Social Director: Mary Jo O’Neill
social@wsasmb.org
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P.O. Box 10034, Marina del Rey, CA 90295

2016 WSA Board 2016 WSA Committee Chairs

MISSION STATEMENT
To promote and support women’s sailing based on

the following principles:
• To provide educational opportunities
• To provide information on gaining access to races, cruises
and other Santa Monica Bay activities

• To support “Youth in Sailing” community service programs
• To support established sailing programs for women
• To enhance networking opportunities

WSA – on the water since 1985!


