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Meeting Agenda for August 8, 2017
6:00 pm Social Hour
7:00 pm Dinner Buffet Served
7:20 pm Meeting Begins (speaker to follow). 8:30 pm Adjournment.

Location: Santa Monica Windjammers YC, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey

Diane Hubner takes the helm of Bateau Frowe on the
4th of July San Diego Cruise.

— Photo by Melody Kanschat. See article and photos beginning on page 6.
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Commodore’s Column
by Jana Davis
A heartfelt thank you goes out to all the

wonderful WSA volunteers who helped
make our summer party a success. This
annual party is a time to pause from our

monthly educational speakers and simply celebrate what
makes our organization special, which of course, is all
our members and our shared love of sailing. Over 60
members gathered at Pacific Mariners Yacht Club for an
evening of food and festivities. There was tough
competition in the limerick contest and at the origami
table. And I hope all who participated in the “What Am I”
game indeed figured out what word they were with the
help of fellow members by the end of the evening. A big
thank you to Pat Garrett and the crew at Pacific Mariners
for opening their doors and welcoming in our group. The
hospitality at PMYC is always top notch. I look forward to
being back there in September as we celebrate women
racers during our Women on the Water/Woman at the
Helm regatta. WOW/WAH is September 23 and 24. The
time is NOW to get your team together and come racing.

Speaking of racing, I am happy to announce WSA-SMB
will once again be sponsoring a boat for the Linda Elias
Memorial Women’s One Design Challenge. This is a
highly competitive women’s racing event held by the
Long Beach Yacht Club going on its 26th year. LBYC
offers up all 11 of its Catalina 37 fleet and women teams
from up and down the west coast compete. I am quite
proud that our association continues to recognize the
importance of this event and the role it plays in
encouraging women to take their racing skills to the next
level. Your WSA board has elected Karyn Jones to skipper
our WSA-SMB entry. Karyn will be looking to fill out her
team. Remember only active WSA members are eligible to
race and final crew will be determined by the skipper. We
wish Karyn and team best of luck in this year’s LEMWOD.
The Linda Elias will be held October 14 and 15. You can
hear more about this event at our August general
meeting when our speaker will be our LEMWOD skipper,
Karyn Jones.
I hope your August calendars are filled with activities

on the water. Don’t forget to share your sailing
adventures with us on our facebook page.

August Meeting
by Mary Jo O’Neill, Acting Education
Director
WSA’s own skipper and Staff Commodore

Karyn Jones will be the presenter at the
August general meeting. Karyn has been a
member of WSA since 1999 and has been racing on the
Linda Elias Memorial Women’s One Design (LEMWOD)
WSA sponsored team since 2001. She started on the
foredeck, and has been skippering a team of 10 to 14
women since 2010. Karyn will talk about the history of
the race and her experiences over these past years
representing WSA both as crew and skipper on the
Catalina 37s in LBYC’s LEMWOD.

New skipper Patricia Rose on a check-out sail with Fleet
Captain Wendy Northup. Congratulations Patricia! —

Photo by Mike Gitchell.

Melody Kanschat, Jeannea Jordan and Barbara Morris
stop for a drink at the Hotel California in Todos Santos,
Mexico on their way to La Paz to prepare Harmony for

Hurricane season.

CHECK OUT OUR GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE
FOR MEMBER PHOTOS OF DAY SAILS,

CRUISES, RACES AND MORE!
https://www.facebook.com/groups/59487422285/

WSA Member Sightings...
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WSA Racing Report
by WSA Racing Co-Chair Nicole Harnett
I hope everyone has been taking

advantage of opportunities to get out on
the water as the summer season flies into
August. I’m happy to report I’ve seen a lot

of familiar WSA faces racing by the committee boat
during CYC’s Wednesday night Sunset Series. Increasing
wind each week during July made for longer race courses
and parade-like finishes. It’s a great way to spend a
summer evening.
The first weekend of August marks the third race of the

Pacific Cup Deep Water Series. This final round of the
long-standing series will start off with a challenging
inverted start followed by an approximately three-hour
course for both PHRF racers and cruisers. Hats off to
David Angers and Miss Demeanor for representing WSA
in all three rounds of this uniquely challenging series
whose prize is one of the oldest trophies housed in CYC’s
trophy case.
If you haven’t yet taken advantage, try to join in some

of the local weeknight series racing this month before
summer night racing events wind down in early
September. RBYC’s Tuesday Summer Horizon Series ends
September 5th. CYC’s Sunset Series wraps up Wednesday,
September 6th and the last King Harbor Twilight Series is
Thursday, September 7th. 
Make sure to mark your calendars for WOW/WAH

September 23rd and 24th. If you aren’t racing this year,

consider volunteering for race committee or helping out
with the festivities Saturday and Sunday.
Congratulations to Greg Rutter for coordinating,

publicizing, and running the highly successful Start
Clinic at SMJYC last month. The clinic started with in-
classroom training then moved out on-the-water to
practice start techniques. The hands-on experience was
captured by drone footage providing valuable insights to
all. Rutter and his "Dream Team" of presenters pulled this
event off with flying colors. Every skipper and crewperson
in attendance praised the clinic. Fingers crossed this
becomes a yearly event on our calendar. We’ve postponed
the upcoming WSA/DRYC so everyone can focus on
September’s WOW/WAH. Organize your crew/skipper and
sign up at http://regattanetwork.com. If you need help
finding crew/skippers please reach out.

WOMAN AT THE HELM 2017
WOMEN ON     THE WATER

Get Your Girl On! ...the helm onWOW Wednesdays!

WOW/WAH is the largest women’s regatta in Marina del Rey – learn more about it at
http://wsasmb.org/wow-wah/.  This year WOW/WAH is September 23-24. 

WOW Wednesdays are July 26 & Aug. 30
On these dates the woman driver with the best official finish in her class at the Sunset Series gets her own trophy! Female drivers must remain
at the helm throughout the entire race to qualify. Enter by signing up with DJ Scott at the party on July 22, Aug. 5 or 17! It’s that easy!

ATTENTION RACERS
Want to know about ALL the

upcoming local races? Check out

the 2017 ASMBYC calendar at

www.asmbyc.org
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Limerick Competition Adds to Annual
Summer Party Fun
The Annual Summer Party & Barbecue was held at

Pacific Mariners Yacht Club on Tuesday, July 11, with
over 60 members and guests in attendance. Over a dozen
WSA member volunteers showed up early to help set up,
chop onions, make salad, prepare games or do whatever
needed to be done. With so much help, everything was
ready to go well in advance. Mike Gitchell, Cloyd Milton
and Sam Wagner shared grillmaster duties offering up
sizzling hamburgers and hot dogs from the patio while
chips, salad and apple pie could be found in the kitchen.
Raffle giveaways and games kept everyone busy and
entertained, the last of which was the limerick contest
where participants were urged to submit a sailing themed
limerick. Sue Service took top honors with her winning
entry. You can read all the entries below.

There once was a boat with a tiller
Whose skipper was really a killer
She jibed and she tacked
But she never came back
For fear the dockmaster might bill her.

— by Sue Service

There once was a club full of girls,
Whose members kicked ass in their pearls.
They sailed high and low
While the winds they did blow
And got others to give it a whirl!

— by Melody Kanschat

The famous and learnèd Jeannea
Said she wanted to sail every day
When told she could not
She said, ‘I won’t stop’
And to Baja she’s now on her way!

— by Kevin Flick

Staff Commodore’s Debbie Feinerman and Sue Service.
– Photo by Mike Gitchell

Sam Wagner plays “what am I” with Carolyn Cohen as he
tries to guess the word pinned to his back.

– Photo by Mike Gitchell

Now If you’ve ever sailed with me
You know that I am O C D
The fridge I must color code
Or else my head will explode
And we’ll all be blown out to sea 

— by Barbara Morris

There once was a man from Nantucket
Whose boom was so high he could duck it
As his girlfriend came in  
He said with a grin 
If my shirt is out, honey, just tuck it. 

— by Ash

Limerick Submissions
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WOMAN AT THE HELM 2017
WOMEN ON     THE WATER

Ladies Hoist Your Sails!
The largest Women’s Regatta in Marina del Rey is back!
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This annual event sponsored by The Association of Santa Monica Bay Yacht Clubs
and these local clubs: WSASMB, SBYRC, PMYC, CYC, DRYC, SMWYC

Are you up for the challenge 
of taking the helm?
This competitive two-day event 
hosts three main categories:

• All women’s team (WOW)
• Co-ed teams with a woman at the helm (WAH)
• Cruising class (WOW/WAH)

Three prestegious perpetual
trophies on the line!

For information contact:
vicecommodore@wsasmb.org

September 23-24, 2017



and fabulous food. Karen’s halibut was the best she’d ever
had. The rest of the group stayed in the marina, eating at
the Sheraton next door.
Tuesday Jeannea learned that the marina has a new

platform at the end of “F” dock with a barbecue, picnic
table, and lounge chairs, which is first-come, first-served.
Sam and Ruthe Small and Karen spent the afternoon
occupying the platform reading and playing scrabble so
that we could use it for our 4th-of-July barbecue. Melody
Kanschat arrived at noon after a train ride from LA to join
the Bateau Frowe crew. Cloyd and Maria Langford, Kevin
and Coco took the bus to the Midway aircraft carrier
which Coco and Kevin explored at great length, while
Cloyd and Maria enjoyed a leisurely stroll around the
area. Jeannea and Melody did some electrical repairs on
Chekkerrs and Becky took a 7-mile walk. Tom Rowe on
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Continued on page 7

Susan French and Tom Rowe of Bateau Frowe.
— Photo by Diane Hubner

Karen Kuchel, Malcolm Page and Cloyd Milton aboard Bateau
Frow for pot luck dinner — Photo by Susan French

WSA’s Own “Tugboat Annie” Leads Great
4th of July Cruise to San Diego
By Susan French, Melody Kanschat & Diane Hubner
Jeannea Jordan on Chekkerrs left Marina del Rey early

in the morning of Friday, June 30, leading four WSA
boats on a seven-day cruise to San Diego to enjoy the
fabulous San Diego fireworks. Mad Madeleine (Cloyd
Milton skipper), Ruthsm (Sam Wagner skipper), and
Bateau Frowe (Susan French skipper) made up the
flotilla, which stopped in Dana Point and Mission Bay
along the way. Friday night in Dana Point, we enjoyed
dinner at Gemmel’s Restaurant.
On Saturday, Mad Madeleine’s engine cut out

somewhere between Dana Point and Mission Bay and
when the wind decreased to the point that sailing wasn’t
practical, Jeannea cemented her cred as our own Tugboat
Annie by towing her into Mission Bay, where skipper
Cloyd was able to drop anchor without any problem. We
all settled into that lovely anchorage to spend two nights.
While Cloyd and whiz mechanic Malcolm Page from

the Chekkerrs crew fixed the engine on Sunday, the rest
of the group engaged in a variety of water sports. Diane
Hubner from Bateau Frowe, Becky Pratt and Karen
Kuchel from Chekkerrs, Kevin Flick from Ruthsm, and
Coco Leigh from Mad Madeleine enjoyed kayaking and
stand-up paddle-boarding, as well as a dinghy tour with
Jeannea. The day ended with a happy hour and a potluck
barbecue on Bateau Frowe.
Monday the fleet sailed to Cabrillo Isle Marina in San

Diego Harbor. With 13 knot winds, Diane had a great time
at the helm of Bateau Frowe. For dinner onshore, part of
the group went to Seaport Village where they discovered
Eddie V’s, a seafood restaurant with an interesting menu

Bateau Frowe at anchor in Mission Bay.
— Photo by Diane Hubner



dinner on the boats and then gathered on Bateau Frowe
for an after-dinner drink, cookies provided by Ruthe, and
chocolate covered almonds brought by Maria.
Thursday, Chekkerrs and Ruthsm headed way out to

find some wind, while Mad Madeleine and Bateau Frowe
opted to follow the direct route back to Marina del Rey. As
they passed Point Fermin, they were able to witness the
start of the Transpac, which was pretty cool. 
Although we did not have a lot of wind, we saw whales,

dolphins, swirls of jumping fish, and hundreds of birds,
we had great company, good food, lots of activities, and
great fireworks. Many thanks to Jeannea Jordan for
organizing and leading us on another great cruise!

Bateau Frowe, recovering from recent eye surgery, spent
the afternoon reading. 
To celebrate the 4th, we had an excellent happy hour

and feast. Malcolm presided over the barbecue, turning
out hot Italian sausages and chicken thighs. Maria’s
shredded pork tacos were a highlight, and there was lots
more. And then there were the fireworks – truly
spectacular. They are synchronized and set off at several
places around the harbor.
Wednesday we set off on the trip back. With very little

wind, we all motor-sailed to Dana Point, where we had
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Becky Pratt, Melody Kanschat and Malcolm Page prepare the
grill for the feast. — Photo by Susan French

Coco Leigh, Cloyd Milton and Diane Hubner enjoy the
barbecue from the “F” dock platform. — Photo by Susan French

San Diego Cruise – continued from page 6

Boat Work is Never Done

Boats require constant and often costly
maintenance and nobody knows that better than our
hard working WSA skippers Melody Kanschat and
Jeannea Jordan. Often the two take time to help each
other out with maintenance projects. Recently, on the
San Diego Cruise, Melody assisted Jeannea with some

electrical repairs on Chekkerrs, and the following week
in La Paz, Jeannea assisted Melody with three days
worth of repair and maintenance projects including
replacing pumps, oiling teak, and preparing Harmony
for hurricane season. Kudos to these and all of our
WSA skippers for their time, energy, generosity and
dedication to sailing which benefits us all.
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DATE DESTINATION HIGHLIGHT/ ACTIVITY
Jan 14-16 San Pedro Newbie New Years Cruise
Sat.-Mon. (holiday weekend) Explore, shop, dine.

Feb 2-5 Newport Beach Women’s Sailing Convention 
Thurs.-Sun.

Feb 9-14 Sea of Cortez #1 La Paz and Surrounding Islands
Thurs.-Tues. (6 days) Contact cruise chair for additional info.

Feb 25-26 Redondo Beach #1 King Harbor Yacht Club
Sat.-Sun. Weekend overnight cruise.

March 16-19 LA/Dana Point St. Patrick’s Day Cruise
Thurs.-Sun. Kayak, explore, dine.

April 13-16 Isthmus, Catalina Island Easter Cruise
Thurs.-Sun. Hike, kayak, BBQ with Corsair YC.

April 7-15 Sea of Cortez #2 La Paz and Surrounding Islands
Fri.-Sat. Contact cruise chair for additional info.

April 29-30 Redondo Beach #2 King Harbor Yacht Club
Sat.-Sun. Weekend overnight cruise.

May 17-21 Avalon, Catalina Island Avalon Cruise
Wed.-Sun. (5 days) Miniature golf, kayak, swim, hike, dine.

June 2-4 Newport Beach Newport Cruise
Fri.-Sun. (tentative) Explore Newport Harbor.

June 30-July 5 San Diego, Mission Bay, Catalina Fourth of July Cruise
Fri.-Wed. (6 days) July 4th festivities in San Diego area.

August 17-20 Emerald Bay, Catalina Island Emerald Bay Cruise
Thurs.-Sun. Swim, snorkel, kayak, hike.

September 5-12 Ventura – Channel Islands Channel Islands Cruise
Tues.-Tues. (8 days) Explore Santa Cruz Island anchorages

September 30- Oct.1 Paradise Cove (Malibu) Paradise Cove Overnight
Sat.-Sun. Anchor overnight

October 26-30 Isthmus, Catalina Island Isthmus Cruise
Thurs.-Mon. (5 days) Games, hiking, BBQ.

WSA 2017 Cruise Schedule
Join us for a 2017 WSA Cruise. To reserve a spot email Jeannea at jeannea1042@gmail.com or
cruising@wsasmb.org. If you have questions, feel free to phone Jeannea at (818) 522-6930. This cruise schedule is
subject to change.



Sat. Aug. 5 Lido 14 Women's National Championship – DRYC

Sun. Aug. 6 Pacific Cup Series #3 – CYC

Tues. Aug. 8 WSA General Meeting (RSVP Required)

Sat. Aug. 12 Chuck Stein Random Leg – PMYC

Sat. Aug. 12 Malibu and Return – PSSA

Sun. Aug. 13 Tannenberg Regatta — DRYC

Thurs.-Sun. Aug. 17-20 Emerald Bay Cruise

Sat. Aug. 19 Homeport Regatta – PRYC

Sat. Aug. 19 Summer One Design – CYC

Tues. Aug. 22 WSA Board Meeting

Fri.-Sun. Aug. 25-27 King Harbor Race Week – KHYC

Wed. Aug. 30 WOW Wednesday

Thurs.-Sun. Aug. 31-Sept.3 Martin 242 North Americans – CYC

Sat. Sept. 2 Outlaw Regatta MdR to Seal Beach – SMWYC/SIBYC

Mon. Sept. 4 Frank Butler Regatta – WYC

Mon.-Mon. Sept. 5-12 Channel Islands Cruise

Sat. Sept. 9 Spinnaker Series – KHYC

Tues. Sept. 12 WSA General Meeting (RSVP Required)

Wed. Sept. 13 King of the Hill – CYC

Sat.-Sun. Sept. 23-24 WOW-WAH
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2017 Calendar of Upcoming Events

IMPORTANT MEETING REMINDER
Please be advised of the following times:
Cocktails and Socializing — 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Dinner Buffet Served — 7:00 p.m.
($5 per person cash collected at check-in)

Meeting begins — 7:20 p.m.
Speaker begins — 7:45 p.m.
Meeting ends — 8:30 p.m.
RSVP for meetings by emailing rsvp@wsasmb.org

Please let us know if you plan to have dinner!

WSA DAY SAILS
Day sails are usually on the weekends.
Upcoming day sails are announced by
email a few days prior to the sailing

date. Be sure to add
wsadaysails@gmail.com to your

contacts so you don’t miss a sailing
opportunity.



Membership Chair: Monique Delmar
membership@wsasmb.org

Race Co-Chairs: Nicole Harnett & Lara Jacques
racing@wsasmb.org

Day Sail Co-Chairs: Kathleen Milnes & Wendy Northup
daysails@wsasmb.org

Cruise Chair: Jeannea Jordan
cruising@wsasmb.org

Hospitality Chair: Diane Larson
events@wsasmb.org

Publicity Chair: Carolyn Allport
pr@wsasmb.org

Newsletter Editor: Barbara Morris 
newsletter@wsasmb.org

Webmaster: Barbara Morris
webmaster@wsasmb.org

Historian: Mike Gitchell

Commodore: Jana Davis
commodore@wsasmb.org

Vice Commodore: Mary Jo O’Neill
vicecommodore@wsasmb.org

Jr Staff Commodore: Melody Kanschat
jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org

Secretary: Avghi Constantinides
secretary@wsasmb.org

Treasurer: Karen Sarpolus
treasurer@wsasmb.org

Fleet Captain: Wendy Northup
fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org

Communications Director: Barbara Morris
communications@wsasmb.org

Education Director: Mike McGuire
education@wsasmb.org

Social Director: Monique Delmar
social@wsasmb.org
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P.O. Box 10034, Marina del Rey, CA 90295

2017 WSA Board 2017 WSA Committee Chairs

MISSION STATEMENT
To promote and support women’s sailing based on

the following principles:
• To provide educational opportunities
• To provide information on gaining access to races, cruises
and other Santa Monica Bay activities

• To support “Youth in Sailing” community service programs
• To support established sailing programs for women
• To enhance networking opportunities

WSA – on the water since 1985!


