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Gal' Warnings 

By Diane Larson  
Happy New Year!  The 

numerologists forecast that 2009 
will bring the sense of an 
awakening, global sense of 
brotherhood, a time of excitement, 
energy, and revitalization.  The 
horoscopes forecast 2009 will be a 
wild and crazy year.  The fashion 
experts think bright yellow will be the 
color of 2009 (whew, your yellow 
foulies are still in style).  Regardless of 
what the new year brings, I am so glad 
to have WSA in my life to give me new 
opportunities as well as keep me sane!   
The end of 2008 was a great warm-

up for my new role as Commodore.  
The Board of Directors Installation and Holiday dinner 
on December 9 was very special for me.  We had a 
remarkable turnout with over 80 people in 
attendance!  Thank you to all who contributed to the 
success of this party (especially Sue Service who put 
in her usual tremendous efforts, Conrad for his 
fabulous food and to all the Sponsors who donated 
the awesome prizes).  Then, after weeks of planning, 
the Marina Del Rey Holiday Boat Parade finally 
happened (barely) on December 13.   I am so proud 
that WSA won the “Best Sail” award!  The volunteers 
were relentless to make it happen and worked 
through miserable weather conditions so the award 
means so much more.  All day the group was so 
determined and optimistic and I know that showed 
through as they smiled, waved and danced by the 
Judges that night.  

WSA is going to have a fantastic 
year with fresh faces and ideas on 
the Board of Directors, excitement 
to have more events with the 
members of our host club Santa 
Monica Windjammers Yacht Club, 
and enthusiasm to increase on-the
-water participation and activities.  

WSA is kicking it in high gear already in January with 
the first clinic of the season, a Match Racing 102 
Clinic on 1/17-1/18.  Shortly following on 2/7 is a 
North U Racing Rules Seminar (don’t forget Racing 
Rules changed January 1).  
Since it’s that time of year when many people make 

new resolutions, I encourage you to think about how 
else you can take advantage of all that WSA can offer 
you.  And, please reach out to me any time 
(commodore@wsasmb.org) and share your new ideas 
of what WSA can do to better fulfill your sailing life in 
2009!   To recover from the holiday chaos (and 
maybe even kick-start one of your resolutions), I 
strongly recommend you at least choose a Day Sail, 
sit back, relax, socialize, and enjoy the ride!  I hope 
to see you out on the water soon. 
 
 

Commodore’s Corner  

Past WSA Commodores enjoying the 2008 Installation Dinner.  Left to 
right: Karyn Jones, Dana Hutton, Fran Weber Melville, Rosalie Davis 
Green, Laura Guggenheimer and Sue Service 

Photo by Mike Gitchell 

January 13th Meeting 

 
6:30 p.m.  Social hour 

7:30 p.m.  Business 

8:00 p.m.  Speaker 
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Renew WSA 2009 
Membership Now!! 
 
Reminder that WSA memberships 

expired at the end of 2008.  If you renew at or prior 
to the February General Meeting on February 10, you 
will save $10 and you won’t miss a beat on the start 
of the WSA activities!   
Renewals after February 10 are subject to the full 

membership fee so follow these steps to renew your 
membership now: 
Complete the membership form and waiver 

(available at www.wsasmb.org or at the WSA General 
meetings).  Submit both forms at either the January 
13 or February 10 General Meetings OR mail to WSA, 
P.O. Box 10034, Marina Del Rey, CA  90295.   
Pay membership dues via credit card (PayPal link at 

www.wsasmb.org) or mail check to WSA, P.O. Box 
10034, Marina Del Rey, CA  90295.   

 
 
Women’s Sailing Convention  
 
The 20th annual Women’s Sailing Convention is 

Saturday, February 7 (8:30 AM-9:30 PM) at Bahia 
Corinthian Yacht Club in Newport Beach.    
Improve your sailing expertise and network with 

women from across the country.  The convention 
offers outstanding seminars, knowledgeable 
instructors, and enthusiastic attendees.  WSA 
members Fran Weber, Jeannea Jordan and Rosalie 
Davis-Green will once again be instructors.  
If interested, register at www.scya.org.  Convention 

sells out fast so check it out quickly!   
 
 

Friday Night Dining at SMWYC  
 
Just a reminder that your WSA membership gets 

you and your taste buds into the SMWYC for their 
mouthwatering dinners! Chef Conrad Tafoya cordially 
invites WSA members to their weekly Friday night 
dinners. The menu varies weekly and is always 
delightful! Plus you get to enjoy the yacht club 
ambiance, your favorite beverages and stunning 
marina views from the lounge.  
WSA members pay the same as SMWYC members, 

with the cost varying each week depending on the 
menu. Make your reservations today by e-mail at 
reservations@smwyc.org or call (310) 827-7692.  

 
 
 

Santa Claus is Coming to Town 
By Diane Larson 

 
The magic of Santa was in town on December 13 

for the 2008 Marina Del Rey Holiday Boat Parade.  Of 
course, not until after a long, nerve-wracking day of 
Mother Nature’s magic…  
WSA is proud to have entered a boat in the parade 

again and all had a jolly good time.  That day will not 
be forgotten for those helpers who braved the cold 
weather though!  The day started with a few rain 
drops but then the clouds broke up and the sun came 
out giving me false hope.  I remember Larry 
commenting at one of our decorating parties that 
boats should be required to have decorations that 
could withstand a Transpac.  Well, I am sure we 
wouldn’t have made it to Hawaii, but I was very 
impressed with how well our decorations stood up to 
the high winds and gusts that day!!   Now, this is 
where Santa’s magic came in...  At about sundown 
the wind died down and it ended up being a beautiful 
night!  
Coordinating our entry this year was a fun and 

simple task for me when you have so many great 
volunteers.  A big THANK YOU to all who gave a 
helping hand!  
A special thank you to Kim Stuart for graciously 

lending us her Schock (Voodoo Doll).   Everything 
from the set-up on the boat to the convenient slip 
worked perfectly (including the friendly and helpful 
neighbor, Arnie)!  
A special thank you to Christina Tarantola for 

offering us her warehouse space to create all of our 
captivating props on November 16.  WSA Santa 
Workshop Helpers included Christina, Sue Service, 
Wayne Brandow, Larry Kolisnyk, Avghi 
Constantinides, Rosemary Donato, Deborah 
Washington, and Mike Gitchell.  
A special thank you to John Melville for making all 

of the arrangements and transportation of the 
generator and speaker system (key elements of 
making it all work!).  
The challenging weather didn’t stop this creative 

WSA Santa Construction Crew on parade day: Sue 
Bonner, Gwen Abel (and helpful husband Rob), John 
Nelson, Sue Service, Karen Gladstone, Mary Ho, Diane 
Destiny, Wayne Brandow, Deborah Washington, 
Susana Hernández Araico, Krystina Price.  
A special thank you to Wayne Brandow for 

responsibly driving the boat during the parade.  WSA 
Santa Parade Helpers included Sue Service, Jennifer 
Bermon, Gwen Abel and Rob, Karen Gladstone, 
Susana Hernandez Araico, and Krystina Price. 
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2008 Holiday Boat Parade 

“Santa Claus is 
Coming to Town” 
was  the  t hem e 
a n d  W S A  w o n 
“Best Sail” award.  
Sleigh pulled by 
d o l p h i n s  w i t h 
Santa and a “Nice 
& Knotty List.” 

Despite the high winds, spirits were even higher 
among the volunteers: (pictured) Gwen Abel, Diane 
Destiny, Mary Ho, Karen Gladstone, and Susana 
Hernandez Araico 

Santa’s sleigh pulled by dolphins was the secret to 
our success.  Larry worked diligently on engineering 
the wheels to give a couple of the dolphins “life” in 
the water 

Rob and Wayne working “behind the scenes” 

Gwen and Rob, Karen, Susana and the crew 
“parading” 
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WSA Day Sails  _/) * 
By Dianne Christman, Day Sail Chair  

 
Happy 2009 to everyone! As the brand new year 

kicks off, we are all looking forward to an action 
packed day sail calendar in the upcoming year and I 
am looking forward to hearing from all of you! 
I am especially excited that many of our newest 

members had the opportunity in 2008 to get out on 
the water with our wonderful day sail skippers, and I 
would like to extend a huge welcome and invitation to 
all of our new members (you get first dibs), and 
encourage you to sign up for upcoming day sails now 
that 2009 has arrived, reminding you that experience 
is not necessary – please don’t be shy and come out 
and join in on the fun! 
Our day sail program is a wonderful opportunity to 

sail with the best, and the knowledge and skills 
available from our skippers is truly PRICELESS! It’s 
also a great way to hone in and practice your racing 
skills and day sailing is a fantastic way to spend an 
afternoon, or an evening, in the beautiful Santa 
Monica Bay, and is always guaranteed to be a fun 
experience 
A very special thank you, in advance, to our 

skippers for hosting upcoming day sails. I look 
forward to blasting your email in box with tons of day 
sails ! 

WSA/SCCYC to host 
North U Rules Seminar 
featuring Dobbs Davis 
By Kim Stuart 

 
In February 7, 2009, WSA will 
have the pleasure of again 
hosting the North U Rules 
Seminar, in conjunction with 
SCCYC. Following last years 
successful presentation and 
coupled with a new set of rules 

for this quadrennium, we expect to pack the house, 
and are very grateful to SCCYC for hosting the event 
with us. 
Teaching this year’s seminar is Dobbs Davis, a 

Southern California native currently living on the East 
Coast, and by all accounts, an exceptional sailor with 
more than a working knowledge of rules and tactics. 
I’ve never met Dobbs, and really didn’t know much 
about him, so after reading the bio that North U sent 
me, I naturally did a Google search to find out more.   
Davis has been a winner in events as diverse as the 

Jaguar Cup Series, held in Etchells, to the Bermuda 1-
2, taking first on Gryphon Solo for the “2” portion (1 
is a singlehanded race from Rhode Island to 

Bermuda, 2 is the doublehanded slog back to Rhode 
Island from Bermuda), and capturing first place 
overall with skipper Joe Harris on the Finot Open 50 
in 2007.   
He is the US Editor for Britain’s Seahorse Magazine, 

and a regular contributor to Sailing World, among 
other magazines and websites.  He’s coached an 
America’s Cup team, K-Challenge, 2005-06, and he’s 
an umpire for the World Match Tour.  His list of 
accomplishments is long and includes almost every 
major championship that I’ve heard about, and a few 
that I hadn’t.  Last but not least, he’s won US, UK, 
and/or World championships in the following classes: 
J/22, Melges 24, Etchells, 6-Metre, Mumm 30, Melges 
32, 1D 35, Sydney 38, Farr 40, GP 42, Swan 45, and 
1D 48.   
Pretty impressive for a guy that Scuttlebutt 

described as a journalist who just happened to have a 
pair of sailing gloves in his bag when Paul Cayard 
needed a replacement for an injured Terry Hutchinson 
during the 1998 Marriott Frenchman's Reef 
International Match Race Series, no? 
I’ve spoken briefly with Dobbs via email, and he 

seems to be very down to earth and approachable. 
Dobbs said, “Coming to talk in del Rey is (almost) for 
me a homecoming: I've been in Annapolis for the past 
15 years, but grew up down the road in Palos Verdes, 
went to PV High and UCLA, and sailed throughout So 
Cal in the '80's and '90's”, as well as qualified and 
prepared to work through the new rules and help us 
learn to use them to tactical advantage. 
Space will be limited and pre-registration is 

required.  North U. also has a very attractive new 
pricing schedule for this year’s seminar.  WSA and 
SCCYC members will be able to sign up at the crew 
price, and unless you are bringing your lunch, you will 
need to purchase lunch through the North U site as 
well; there is no break during the seminar, 
participants work through lunch.   
Registration and pre-payment can be made at 

http://northu.com -- act early and reserve your spot 
today! 
 
 

Overflow Crowd Attends Year-end 
Installation and Awards Banquet  
By Sue Service, Jr Staff Commodore 

 
Everyone seemed to have a terrific time at WSA’s 

installation and awards dinner, held December 9th at 
SMWYC.  Special thanks go to Conrad Tafoya for a 
delicious dinner, Milka Alexandrino for decorations 
and Paul DeLuca for AV assistance.  Mike Gitchell’s 
pictures of award winners and the 2009 WSA board of 
directors follow. 
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Goodbye to the 2008 board of directors! Top Cruise Skipper George Maronich, top daysailor 
Sandy Canalis, Top Daysail Skipper and Top Skip-
per overall, Wayne Brandow, and 2008 Commo-
dore Sue Service 

Honoring WSA’s Skippers.(Above, left to right) 
Gary Green, Susan Bonner, George Maronich, Kay 
Miller, Rosalie Davis Green, Fran and John Mel-
ville. 
(Below, left to right), 2008 Commodore Sue Ser-
vice, Lenny Tyminski, Karyn Jones and Wayne 
Brandow. 

The newly installed 2009 board of directors 

2008 Commodore Sue Service 
presenting Kim Stuart with the 
2008 Marilyn Butefish award 
for exceptional service to WSA 
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2009 Commodore Diane Larson receives a 
certificate of thanks for her work with the 
2008 Boat Parade from outgoing Commo-
dore Sue Service 

Christina Tarantola, representing her com-
pany, CHARLOTTE TARANTOLA, re-
ceives a certificate of thanks from WSA. 

WSA’s January Education Program 
By Joan Chandler—Education Director 
 

Kicking off the New Year!  Is getting out on the wa-
ter more often one of your resolutions for 2009??  WSA 
has a wonderful group of skippers who offer opportuni-
ties to get out on their boats for day trips and cruising 
and sometimes racing.   Perhaps this sounds like fun to 
you, but are you wondering how this works and who 
these skippers are? 
Here is your chance to “Meet the Skippers”!  At our 

January meeting we are having a panel to allow you to 
meet the skippers, hear their stories and ask your 
questions! 
Then study up for the February meeting when Art 

Engel will visit us once again to discuss changes in the 
Racing Rules of Sailing. 

Looking Back… 
 
Some of you may recall enjoying the classic sailboats 

participating in CYC’s Cal Cup 2008.  Among them was  
“Ragtime,” which hasn’t slowed down since then, going 
on to win first place overall in the 2008 LA-Tahiti Race 
and, upon her return to New Zealand, taking IRC first 
place overall in the Coastal Classic. “Ragtime” also took 
honors in the 64th Rolex Sydney Hobart race , placing 
first in Div 2 IRC (and assisting a disabled competitor 
along the way).  Below is a photo of this venerable 
beauty as she returned to MdR after a day of racing in 
Cal Cup last May. 
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Let’s Go Cruising!  
By Coco Leigh and Bob Falisey 

Hi, we are your new Cruise 
Chairs for 2009! We are Coco 
Leigh and Bob Falisey a 
married couple who met at 
WSA! We are anxious to hear 
YOUR input about how to make 
this a fun year for cruising in 
WSA.  How about cruising to 
some new places as well as the 
old favorites?  We are looking 

for ideas for group activities and themes to add some 
fun, creativity and spice to our cruises this year. So, 
send us your dreams and fantasies for fun on the 
water! 
It is difficult to find places to cruise in Southern 

California that we have not visited in the past.  The 
key to a successful cruise, however, is not the 
location, but the active participation of all the 
members and skippers.  We will try our best to create 
fun and memorable experiences, but we need large 
numbers to show up for these cruises. 
An early cruise we are planning is to anchor off the 

King Harbor Yacht Club.  The beauty of this location is 
that you do not necessarily have to get there by boat.  
You can drive down and join us for the fun.  The 
more people who attend the cruise, the more fun it 
will be.   
Here are some of our ideas. We hope you can 

contribute and make them better. How about a St. 
Patrick’s Celebration in March at King Harbor; a tour 
of the Aquarium at Long Beach with a Steel Drum 
theme in late April? Naturally, we could not miss the 
Channel Islands Cruise traditionally done over Labor 
Day. This was actually the first cruise we went on 
together years ago. There’s Santa Barbara Island and 
Buccaneer’s Day. How about viewing the 4th of July 
Fireworks set off from the Queen Mary? 
We know there are many other possibilities and 

better themes. That is why it is so important for you 
to make a contribution of where we should go and 
what we should do. Looking forward to hearing from 
each and every one of you. Send your suggestions to: 
cocoleigh@sbcglobal.net .  
 

Interested in Cruising the 
Mediterranean in May? 
 

Bob and Coco have blocked some cabins on 
Norwegian Cruise Lines brand new ship “Norwegian 
Gem” and are inviting friends to join them for 7 days 
of cruising in the Western Mediterranean starting May 
10, 2009. The cruise starts in Barcelona, Spain and 

goes to Malta, Naples, Rome, Florence, Nice and back 
to Barcelona. They got a great group rate with inside 
cabins starting at $878 per person based on double 
occupancy. There are also Oceanview and Balcony 
cabins available as well as some triples and quads. 
This price includes all taxes and fees. They are also 
negotiating some extra perks for the group.   
A deposit of $250 per person will hold the cabin. 

We received an extension on the first deposit date 
and can add people to the cruise through mid-
January. To take advantage of this trip, contact Coco 
at 818-903-7685 or email cocoleigh@sbcglobal.net  . 

Member Profile — John Nelson 
By Sue Service, Newsletter Co-Editor 

 
For years, as John pedaled 
along the MdR bike path 
and admired the boats, he 
thought about how he 
might get involved in 
sailing.  He finally stopped 
at UCLA’s Marina Aquatic 
Center (many of you 

access its online weather station and webcam at 
www.MACSailing.org) and asked about classes.  That 
was all it took.  He soon became a regular volunteer at 
the MAC and later started teaching sailing classes 
there.  I’m sure you’ve seen him as you sail in the 
marina’s entrance channel - he’s the guy in the Boston 
Whaler with the megaphone, wearing a floppy hat and 
faded red PFD, trying to keep the beginning sailors out 
of your path. (Rules of navigation are one of the first 
lessons taught — Avoid Collisions! — but it takes time 
to absorb it all, so be patient with them.) 
John learned about WSA from Sue, and ever since 

has been one of our biggest supporters, talking up the 
club to students who are interested in sailing on bigger 
boats. Originally from Las Vegas, John is a graduate of 
UCLA and has lived on the Westside for over 35 years. 
In a previous life he was in the software industry and is 
now a writer by profession as well as majority partner 
in a “clean marine” energy venture called Marine 
Energy Partners IV.  
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Upcoming Calendar of Events 
January 2009 

 

February 2009 

3 Sat Berger 1  Malibu & Return  – DRYC 

10 Sat Champagne Series  Champ 1, 2 & 3  – SBYRC 

11 Sun Winter Sunset Series  No. 3 of 4 – CYC 

13 Tue WSA General Meeting – SMWYC, 6:30 PM 

24 Sat Champagne Series  Champ 4 & 5 – SBYRC 

27 Tue WSA Board Meeting 

17 - 18 WSA/SCCYC Match Racing 102 clinic 

10 Tue WSA General Meeting – SMWYC, 6:30 PM 

24 Tue WSA Board Meeting 

7th Sat WSA/SCCYC North U Rules Clinic 

Diane Larson directs her minions while Krystina Price documents 

Photo by John Nelson 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2009 ASMBYC calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
 
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays but they are NOT listed 

on this calendar. Contact Dianne Christman at  wsadaysails@gmail.com 
for up-to-date info! 

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 
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Commodore   
Diane Larson 
commodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Vice Commodore  
Susana Hernandez Araico 
vicecommodore@wsasmb.org  

 

Secretary  

Niki Lunsford 

secretary@wsasmb.org 

 

Treasurer 

Karen Kuchel 
treasurer@wsasmb.org 

 
Junior Staff Commodore   
Sue Service 
jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 

 

Fleet Captain   
Coco Leigh & Bob Falisey 

racing@wsasmb.org 

 

Race Co-Chairs    
Mary Stuyvesant & Michaela Draper 
racing@wsasmb.org 

 
Cruise Co-Chairs   
Coco Leigh & Bob Falisey 

cruising@wsasmb.org 
 
Day Sail Chair   
Dianne Christman 
daysails@wsasmb.org or wsadaysails@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Skippers Liaison   
Karyn Jones 
skippers@wsasmb.org 
 
Education Director   
Joan Chandler 
education@wsasmb.org 
 

Social Director 

Andrea Makshanoff & Gibbi Gibson 
 

Social Chair 

Kelly Weiss 
events@wsasmb.org 
 
Membership Chair  
Jaime Moore 
membership@wsasmb.org 

 

Communications Director 

George Maronich 
pr@wsasmb.org 
 
Publicity Chair 

Robin Stout & Kathy Ross 
pr@wsasmb.org 
 

Newsletter Co-Editors 

Sue Service & John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org 
 
Webmaster 
Peter Steinblums 
webmaster@wsasmb.org 
 
Historian 
Sandra Canalis  
 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION 
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 

           Marina del Rey, CA 90295 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based 

on the following principles: 

      To provide educational opportunities; 

      To provide information on gaining access to 

           races, cruises and other Santa Monica 

           Bay activities; 

      To support “Youth in Sailing” community 

           service programs; 

      To support established sailing programs 

           for women; and 

      To enhance networking opportunities. 

     http://www.wsasmb.org  Women’s Sailing Association of Santa Monica Bay 

    2009 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 


