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Gal' Warnings 
 
 

By Diane Larson  

The third regatta of 
the Berger Series 

took place on May 

9 and there was a 
good turnout of 

boats and wind.  I 
crewed for Wayne 

on Agua Cheetah 
(30’ Olson) along 

with Jamie.  Even 

though we were 
short-handed, we 

did pretty well 
placing 4th.   It was 

a beautiful and low-key day which felt more like a day 

sail so we got the best of both worlds.  There were 
several other WSA members out there so hopefully all 

had as good of a time. 
I attended SMWYC’s Crab Feast on May 16 which 

raised funds for City of Hope.  It has 
been at least 25 years since I last ate 

crab from the shell, and it was 

amazing!  I thought I remember it 
being so much work to eat but it 

wasn’t that bad and well worth the 
little bit of picking needed.  The Club 

did a great job with the dinner and the 

auction (wow! what great sponsorship 
and prizes!).  Make a note to attend 

this next year and don’t miss out on 
the fabulous all-you-can-eat crab! 

The City of Hope regatta the following day also had 

a great turnout.  I was very excited to be on Race 
Committee (my first official race as committee).  Peter 

Glick did a super job as PRO and Sue Service was a 
great help to show me the ropes (or I should say 

flags).  It was the perfect ‘first time’ which makes me 
even more excited for volunteering as committee at 

Cal Race Week at the end of the month.  The local 

clubs are always looking for volunteers on Race 
Committee, so if this is something you are interested 

in learning or participating, please let me or our Race 
Chairs know and we’ll help you get involved. 

Congratulations to our WSA crew who entered in 

the City of Hope regatta one design (42’ Catalina).  It 
was fun to watch our team (with Karyn Jones at the 

helm of Amnesia) play cat and mouse with the WSA 
of Long Beach crew on Journey.  Also, kudos to Sue 

Service for coordinating WSA’s participation in the 

regatta this year – it is a great cause and we are 
proud to be a part of this charity event! 

Get your summer kicked into high gear and get out 
on the water with WSA!  There is a lot to do in June 

so no excuses, and ENJOY! 
 

 

Join WSA and WOW/
WAH on Facebook! 
Women’s Sailing Association of 
Santa Monica Bay and the “new” 
WOW/WAH Regatta have a 
Facebook page.  So check it out 
now and join both groups!   
Facebook is a rapidly growing 
networking site connecting millions 

of people together so join today (www.facebook.com).  
This is not an official voice for WSA -- just a neat 
opportunity to stay in touch with your sailing friends, 
share photos and stories, discuss ideas, etc.   

 

Friday Night Dining at SMWYC  
SMWYC Chef Conrad Tafoya cordially invites all 

WSA members to SMWYC’s Friday night dinners. The 
menu varies weekly and is always delightful! Plus you 

get to enjoy the yacht club ambiance, your favorite 

beverages, and stunning marina views from the 
lounge. WSA members pay the same as SMWYC 

members, with the cost varying each week depending 
on the menu. Make your reservations by e-mail at 

reservations@smwyc.org or call (310) 827-7692.  
Just mention that you’re from WSA! 

 

Commodore’s Corner  

Wayne Brandow enjoying a sunny Sunday aboard  
Agua Cheetah. 

June 9th  Meeting 

Capt Holly Scott  

Cruising Catalina 

6:30 p.m.  Social hour 

7:30 p.m.  Business 

8:00 p.m.  Speaker 
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WSA is Recruiting Skippers 
for Linda Elias Memorial 

Women’s One Design Regatta Entries 
 
WSASMB intends to promote Women's Sailing and 

the Linda Elias Memorial Women's One Design 
(sponsored by the Long Beach Yacht Club and the 

Long Beach WSA), through seeking to maximize 
opportunities for participation in this event, by both 

existing members and potential members that may 

choose to join the WSA. Further information about the 
regatta can be obtained from www.lbyc.org.   This 

year the regatta will be held October 17-18. 
The WSA of SMB plans to budget funding for up to 

50% of the cost for up to 2 entries to include boat 

charter and entry fee, which will be open to any 
qualified skipper to apply. Final decision on funding 

will be at the sole discretion of the board. The skipper 
and/or crew will need to fund the remaining balance 

of the boat charter and entry fees, the damage 

deposit and any incidentals.  
Should only 1 boat qualify for funding, at the 

discretion of the board the balance of the budgeted 
funds may be donated to an organization or cause 

which promotes women's sailing such as the Linda 
Elias Scholarship fund, which provides funding to 

qualified women skippers to participate in other 

sailing events.  Should more than 2 qualified boats 
apply for funding, it will be at the discretion of the 

board to define selection criteria and decide which 
entries will receive funding. 

Interested skippers must submit a written request, 

including the skipper’s racing resume, to the WSA 
board to qualify for consideration of funding. 

Requests will be accepted beginning 30 March; no 
requests will be considered after 15 August. Only 

applications from current WSA members will be 
considered. More information about the WSASMB, 

including a membership application, can be found at 

www.wsasmb.org. Mail requests for funding to The 
Women’s Sailing Association of Santa Monica Bay, PO 

Box 10034, Marina del Rey CA, 90295. 
The WSA board will evaluate requests based on the 

following factors: 

The skipper's overall sailing experience. 
The skipper's racing history in terms of number of 

races entered and overall record. 
The skipper's ability to recruit and train crew. 
Requests for funding will be reviewed at each 

month’s board meeting (the 4th Tuesday of every 
month), beginning with the April board meeting. 

Exceptional candidates may be accepted for funding 
at any board meeting. Skippers accepted for funding 

will be notified on the 30th of that month. Requests 

that are not accepted at a monthly board meeting are 
held over for review during upcoming meetings, along 

with any newly received requests. The last possible 
date to submit a request for funding is 15 August, and 

the last review of requests will occur at the August 

board meeting. Should 2 skippers be selected for 
funding prior to 15 August, however, no further 

applications will be accepted after their acceptance. 
Final authorization for funding from the WSA is 

contingent upon approval of the skipper(s) by the 
Long Beach Yacht Club Sailing Foundation, the 

organization administering the boats used in this 

regatta. 
The skipper is entirely in charge of who will be on 

her crew, with the sole proviso that all crew members 
be members of the WSA at the time of the regatta. 

Skippers who have been accepted for funding by the 

WSA board will be announced to the general 
membership by email, in the following month’s 

newsletter, and at the following month’s general 
meeting. WSA members are encouraged to contact 

skippers in order to possibly obtain a crew position. 
 

 

WSA’s SUMMER PARTY 
By Sue Service 

 

At our July general meeting, we abandon the usual 
format of business meeting and speaker, and have 

just a big party to celebrate summer’s arrival in the 
marina. This year’s summer party is Tuesday, July 14, 

and, as usual, will be at SMWYC.  The party begins at 
6:30 with a half-hour cocktail gathering.  Dinner 

begins at 7pm (note!  Earlier than our usual general 

meetings!), the infamous gutter regatta starts at 
7:45, and regatta prizes + raffles commence around 

8:45. 
WSA provides food to grill (burgers, dogs, veggie 

items too!), condiments, plates etc.  The bar is open 

for beverages.  Members should bring a dish to share.  
We are assigning dish categories as follows:  Last 

Names A-D: Appetizers, F-H: Salads, J-P Side Dishs, R
-Y: Desserts.  Since July 14 is Bastille Day, add a 

French flavor to your dish if you like—viva la France!  

If you can’t bring a dish, come to SMWYC at 6pm 
and help with set up.  Only those that bring a dish OR 

help to set up or clean up will receive a raffle ticket! 
Speaking of raffle prizes—if you have any items you 

would like to donate to the raffle, please email 
Commodore Diane Larson (commodore@wsasmb.org) 
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June Race Report 
By Mary Stuyvesant & Michaela Draper 

 
Well articles are due early this month – so other 

than the normal Wednesday night hoopla there is not 

a lot of races to write about.  It seems like this past 

month I have been drafted (by Kellie Fennessey and 
Sue Service) to become more involved in the admini-

stration of a few regattas.  Well really two, Cal Race 
Week and this year’s Women on the Water and 
Women at the Helm.  CRW is May 30 and 31 and the 

WOW/WAH is September 19th and 20th.  And yes, we 
are already starting to get going for the WOW/WAH. 

When you get drafted, you really don’t say “no” – 
it’s not a matter of “If” but “what” you will be doing.. 

. I am pretty sure that’s how I became co-Race Chair 

for WSA.  But in this case,  and with both regattas I 
am learning a lot and seeing an entirely new perspec-

tive on running races.  I started early this year en-
couraging everyone to get involved in Race Commit-

tee – I still encourage you all – but I am finding Race 
Committee is the tip of the ice berg. 

I really admire the men and women who volunteer 

to be Regatta Chairs.  It is a ton of work and I don’t 
know how anyone who is not either retired or working 

with very flexible hours does it.  A Regatta Chair is 
responsible for everything from PRO and Race Com-

mittee to NOR, entry forms, SI, publicity, marketing, 

recruiting boats, catering, beer, insurance, fleet com-
munication, budgets, sponsors, drink specials — all 

the way down to t-shirt designs.  It’s crazy. 
I had a very small taste of what is involved by help-

ing with fleet communication for Cal Race Week.  It’s 
a bit like herding cats.  I have the say the Fleet Cap-

tains in Southern California have been great in orga-

nizing their fleets and encouraging boat owners to 
register.  That being said, there were hours of emails, 

spreadsheets and several deadline extension grants.  
Kellie and I even took to stalking one fleet in the bar 

on Thursday nights so they could get their registra-

tions in and qualify for one design.  OK — so what is 
the big deal about registering early or at least on 

time? 
Well, there may be as many as 80 boats for CRW 

and 9 one design classes.  The amount of one design 

classes and boats impacts the number of courses that 
have to be run, which impacts the NOR, SI, number 

of race committee volunteers on the water and off the 
water and — the all important trophy order. 

The total number of boats, PHRF and one design 
impacts all of the above, plus guest boat accommoda-

tions, budget and finally and most importantly for 

some, the keg orders for the free beer. 
So when you see Kellie Fennessey or any other 

Race Chair, please stop and tell them how much you 

enjoyed the regatta.  Thank them for their hard work 

and of course offer any ideas you have to improve for 
next year.  Believe it or not – they will appreciate it. 

OK guess who is Race Chair for the WOW/WAH?   
It’s Sue Service!  Now you know what she has ahead 

of her you will all understand why we want to get 

started on the WOW/WAH now!  Every month leading 
up to the WOW/WAH we will include some informa-

tion and ways you can participate either as a skipper, 
crew or volunteer!  We are calling this “Road to the 

WOW”. 
 

Road to the WOW 
 
First up is the SBYRC sponsored Start Clinic on 

June 13.  It starts at 9:15 at SMWYC and it’s free!  
It’s a great way to learn how to start – or if you think 

you already know, then to drill and practice your 

skills. (editor’s note—see page 4 for a flyer about the 
start clinic!) 

Next up is June 24 – as a part of the Sunset Se-
ries, the last Wednesday of each month will have an 

additional first place trophy category for a WAH – 

Women at the Helm driver.  So ladies encourage your 
skippers to support you and see if you or another on 

your crew can drive that Wednesday.  It will not im-
pact final season results!  And boat owners/skippers, 

get your women crew on the helm! 
See you on the water! - Mary 

 

 

Education Director’s Report 
By Joan Chandler 

Come to the June general meeting to celebrate the 
return of Captain Hilly Scott! This time around, the 

rumor is that Capn. Holly will share some of her se-
crets about cruising Catalina Island. And if not 

“secrets”, at least some good tips and interesting in-
sights. As we know, with Capn. Holly on board, our 

members are sure to be entertained and enlightened. 

July? Come prepared to party and barbeque! The 
slate of speakers will resume at the meeting in Au-

gust. 
Smooth sailing! 

 

 
 

WSA Welcomes Our New Secretary! 
By WSA BOD 

 

Patricia Rose has signed on as WSA Secretary, re-
placing Nikki Lunsford who has gone cruising.  Wel-

come aboard Patricia! 
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Have a Big Bang “WSA Style” in Long 
Beach! – July 3, 4, 5 
By Coco Leigh & Bob Falisey, Cruise Co-Chairs 

 

Versatility and lots of Activities!  That’s what 
Long Beach offers for the Fourth of July Week-
end. 

Come join the Cruise to 

Long Beach and party 
with WSA. See the fire-

works, check out the 

Queen Mary, visit the 
Aquarium, catch the 

start of race #3 of the 
Transpac on Sunday 

July 5 or just relax in 

the company of good 
friends.  

Plans are not firm yet. 
We will either be at one 

of the yacht clubs or 
anchored off San Pedro. 

We will have a group dinner 

on Saturday night and other 
daytime group activities as 

dictated by the group. But, 
first we need to know who 

will be there.  

The beauty of Long Beach 
is that those who can’t sail 

down can drive down and 
enjoy the party, too. Our last 

cruise to Avalon was a huge 

hit with 5 boats and 16 peo-
ple participating! So, call or 

email Coco at 818-903-7685, 
cocoleigh@sbcglobal.net and say “I’m partying WSA 

style on July 4th”.  
If you are a boat owner, we need to know when 

and where you are leaving and how many available 

berths you have. If you are crew, we need to know if 
you want to sail down or drive down and when you 

can leave. If you are driving down and want to stay 
over, we can try to find a boat for you to sleep on or 

a good deal on a hotel… Just ask! 

 

Let’s all “Have a Big 
Bang and Party WSA 
Style” in Long Beach 
this July 4th Weekend! 
 

 
 

What is keeping you from getting out 
on the water? 
By the WSA BOD 

 

Have you been out on a WSA daysail lately?  If not, 
why not?   

The WSA BOD would like to hear from you as to 
why more of our members don’t avail themselves of 

daysail opportunities — please email us with your 
thoughts (see our email addresses on the last page of 

the newsletter).  

Are the daysails scheduled at an inconvenient time?  
Are you too busy?  Do you prefer racing over day-

sails?  Do you not enjoy the daysail format as it ex-
ists?  Do the sails fill up before you have a chance to 

respond?  

We’re listening, and WSA really wants to help you 
get the MOST out of your membership, including time 

on the water, so let us know how we can achieve that 
goal! 

Below, we have an article by former WSA member 
Jeanne Oberstar—Jeanne did a lot of daysailing while 

in WSA, and has really expanded her sailing after 

moving to Northern California: 
 

WSA & Me 
Acclamation Proclamation 
By former WSA member Jeanne Oberstar 

 
As a former member of WSA, I can look back now 

and say what an incredible experience it was being a 

member. I learned an unbelievable amount of knowl-
edge about sailing, about racing skills and tactics and, 

more surprisingly, about myself. It has been fun, edu-
cational, challenging and rewarding to be around such 

an amazing group of people.  

One of the most important things for me has been 
the wonderful lifelong friendships I have developed, 

including my mentor – Wayne Brandow. I would like 
to thank him for his countless hours of sharing, his 

great patience with me, and an abundant amount of 
encouragement. As a result of his guidance and 

strength of spirit, Wayne has inspired me to share my 

love of sailing with others.  
Back in February I received my Captain’s License 

and I am now teaching sailing at Pacific Yachting & 
Sailing in Monterey Bay. I’m sure I can speak for 

many when I say WSA is an invaluable organization 

whose members deserve thanks for sharing their 
boats and inspiration.  

I will always be grateful for such a positive life ex-
perience.  

Jeanne 
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To order these bags go to www.wsasmb.org and click on "Shop WSA"  
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Upcoming Calendar of Events 
June 2009 

July 2009 

11 Sat WSA Race Clinic  

12 Sun Baker Regatta MVYC 

14 Tues WSA Summer Party 

17th Fri Sundown Series DRYC 

18-19 July One Design  SCCYC 

28 Tues WSA Board Meeting 

29 Weds WOW Wednesdays—Sunset Series CYC 

31 Fri Santa Barbara - King Harbor SBYC 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2009 ASMBYC calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays but they are NOT listed 

on this calendar. Contact Dianne Christman at  wsadaysails@gmail.com 
for up-to-date info! 

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

2, 9, 16, 23, 30 June Cup RBYC 

9 Tues WSA General Meeting 

6/7 Sat/Sun Berger 4/5 Cat Harbor & Return DRYC 

13 Sat Start Clinic SBYRC 

19 Fri Sundown Series DRYC 

23 Tues WSA Board Meeting 

26-28 Fri-Sun Long Beach Race Week LBYC 

24 Weds WOW Wednesdays—Sunset Series CYC 



  8                                                                                        Gal’ Warnings 
 

     2009 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service pro-

grams; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

Commodore   
Diane Larson 
commodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Vice Commodore  
Susana Hernandez Araico 
vicecommodore@wsasmb.org  
 

Secretary  
Patricia Rose 
 

Treasurer 
Karen Kuchel 
treasurer@wsasmb.org 
 

Junior Staff Commodore   
Sue Service 
jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain   
Coco Leigh & Bob Falisey 
fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org 
 

Race Co-Chairs    
Mary Stuyvesant & Michaela Draper 
racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Co-Chairs   
Coco Leigh & Bob Falisey 
cruising@wsasmb.org 
 

Day Sail Chair   
Dianne Christman 

daysails@wsasmb.org or wsadaysails@gmail.com 

 
Skippers Liaison 
Karyn Jones 
skippers@wsasmb.org 

Education Director   
Joan Chandler 
education@wsasmb.org  

 
Social Director 
Andrea Makshanoff & Gibbi Gibson 
social@wsasmb.org  

 
Social Chair 
Kelly Weiss 

events@wsasmb.org  

 
Membership Chair  
Jamie Moore 
membership@wsasmb.org  

 
Communications Director 
George Maronich 
communcations@wsasmb.org  

 
Publicity Chair 
Robin Stout & Kathy Ross 

pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors 
Sue Service & John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org  

 
Webmaster 
Peter Steinblums 
webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian 

Sandra Canalis  


