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Meeting Agenda for January 11, 2011 

6:30 pm — Social hour 

7:30 pm — Holiday Dinner 

8:00 pm — Marina del Rey development plans, with Santos Kriemann 

Commodore’s Corner 
by Christina Tarantola 

Happy New Year! I hope everyone’s 
holidays were merry and bright, and I 
wish everyone good health and 
prosperity in 2011. 

We certainly set the tone for a great 
year at our Installation Dinner and 
Party on December 14. It was a fantastic event with 
wonderful food and great raffle prizes. It was also a 
very impressive evening as we honored members who 
have given so much to WSA and introduced all the new 
officers, directors, and chairs who will guide us this 

coming year. 
I was hoping that by the time my year as Commodore 

started, I would know everyone in the club. I have met 
many of you, but there are still some I don’t know. If 
we haven’t met yet, please introduce yourself to me at 
our January meeting or wherever you next see me. 

I’ve been a member of WSA since 2006, and I’m 

always amazed at all the great opportunities and 
services we offer to our members and how active we 
are. At some times during the year, we have daysails 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

January’s Speaker: Santos Kreimann, 
Director of Beaches and Harbors, on 
Marina del Rey Development Plans 
by Midge Costin, Education Chair 

 

WSA will start 2011 off with a presentation by the 
Director of Beaches and Harbors about plans to develop 
the marina—plan to be there and hear what is in store 
for Marina del Rey!  

Looking ahead to February, WSA’s own Mary Ho will 
tell us about her recent cruise to Easter Island aboard 
Orange Coast College’s Alaska Eagle.  If you’ve seen 

her photos on FaceBook, you know she had an amazing 
journey.  Don’t miss it! 

 

Don’t forget to renew your 2011 
membership!  Renew before the February 
Meeting (Feb 8) and receive $10 off the 

membership fee of $100!  You can renew 
online or by mail, go to www.wsasmb.org or 
look on pages 7 & 8 for a membership form 

and waiver.  Don’t miss any daysails, clinics 
or cruises, renew today! 

Marilyn Butefish Award  

Thanks to a great deal of hard work by Wayne, Coco, 
and all of WSA’s elves, our rockin’ entry in the boat 
parade was awarded “Best Organization.” 

Photo credit: Jen Huszcza 

Santa was nice... 
 

2010 Recipient Jeannea Jordan 
Photo credit: Judy Alfter 
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Boat Parade Recap 
By Jen Huszcza, WSA member 

 
I decided to cap off my first year with WSA with the 

holiday boat parade in Marina del Rey. Even though I had 
lived in LA for many years, I had never gone to the boat 
parade, so I was curious to see what it was all about.  

The weekend before the parade a group of artistically 
determined boat decorators met at Charlotte Tarantola to 
make various boat decorations. The theme for this year’s 
parade was 1950s rock and roll party.  

Christina, Diane, Sue, Bob, Wayne, Judy, Barbara, 
Janet, John, and Fran worked quickly and efficiently and 
were nearly done when I arrived on the scene.  

―It’s a jukebox,‖ I said to Bob who was relieved that his 
colorful box covered with lights was not mistaken for a 
robot.  

In addition to the jukebox, the team had made large 
gold records (yes, I am old enough to remember records) 
and colorful musical instruments covered with glitter. Eve-

 

Photo credits Judy Alfter and Jen Huszcza 

It’s a jukebox! 

rything was all so sparkly, but I was not quite sure how 
it would all fit on a boat.  

My questions were answered on the day of the boat 
parade. I showed up at the dock in the late afternoon to 
find John and Fran’s boat, Lightning, not only sparkly 
but also more lit than a drunken sailor.  

Wayne, Mike, Judy, Michaela, Barbara, Jennifer, Sue, 
Andrea, Susana, Joan, Peter, Chris, Beth, and Monica 
had been working hard to transform Lightning into a 
theatrical extravaganza. 

I soon learned that the key to any successful boat 
parade boat is LIGHTS. Lots of LIGHTS. There were 
lights from the bow to the stern on the Starboard side 
(you only needed to decorate one side of the boat). 
Lights were run up with the halyards. Lights were rigged 
over the side to shine back onto the boat. All the lights 
were powered off a generator discretely hidden under a 
white box in the bow.  

In addition to lights, sparkly things, and a giant juke-
box, there was a huge inflated snowman leaning against 
the mast. Yes, we were definitely in a hyper-real world 
filled with Holiday spirit and goodness.  

But that wasn’t all we had. We had speakers. We had 
music. We had Bob playing Santa with a mike in his 
hand wishing all Merry Christmas.  

In addition to Bob, the merry crew on the boat during 
the parade were Fran, John, Coco, Diane, Beth, Monica, 
Chris, and myself. I am proud to say that we all pro-
vided lookouts for Fran, and we didn’t crash into any-
thing. Also, the weather was clear, warm, and no rain. 
We danced around and pretended to play guitars made 
out of cardboard and glitter.  

We paraded around Marina del Rey three times and 
ended up being one of the last boats out there because 
we were having too much fun. We could see the lights 
from cameras flashing at us. We could hear the cheering 
in Chase Park. We were toasted and waved at from sev-
eral docked boats. Oh, yes, we had the holiday spirit.  

I must say that I have a whole new appreciation of 
parade float queens. Waving at people for two hours is 
not easy. You can’t stop waving. You can’t slack off. You 
could wave from the shoulder or the elbow or the wrist, 
but you can’t stop.  

All the hard work from the decorators and participants 
paid off. I am proud to say that the WSA boat won the 
Best Organization award this year.  

I conclude with a very special thanks to John and Fran 
for letting us dress up Lightning with lights and glitter. I 
also thank Fran for patiently holding the flashlight while 
I unraveled the lights wrapped around lights wrapped 
around lights up in the bow. 

All the lights and sparkly things made it safely back to 
the storage locker until next year. Happy holidays and 
new year to all! 
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almost every day of the week. Our cruises are mini-
vacations to fabulous places – many accessible only by 
sea -- and our racing members can be found bringing 

home hardware from races here and around the globe. 
This is all possible because we teach our members 

how to sail, cruise, and race, and we plan to increase the 
scope of our educational offerings in 2011. I have been 
working with Race Chair Mary Ho and Fleet Captain 
Diane Larson to plan more clinics.  

Our top priority will be sailing skills, because those 
apply to all sailors, all the time. Additionally, we plan to 
offer clinics on anchoring, docking, mooring, 
provisioning, and all the other skills required to get us 
safely away from and back to the dock, in addition to 
our well-attended race clinics.  

More than once in the past year, it was brought to the 

attention of the Board that many of us have skills and 
services that might be of interest to other members – 
whether they be sailing related or not. Until now, we 
have not had a forum for members to share these 
opportunities. To remedy that, I have been working with 
Webmaster John Nelson to use Facebook to create a 
forum for all our members to interact and share what 

goes beyond our social hour networking. Women's 
Sailing Association of Santa Monica Bay (WSA) is a place 
where you can talk about whatever it is you have to 

(Commodore’s Corner continued from page 1) 
 

offer that might be of interest to other members or 
discuss what you’re looking for that another member 
might be able to provide.   

Every club is only as healthy and robust as its 
members make it, and that requires participation by 

members at all levels. I hope that in the coming year we 
can find more ways to make WSA relevant to our 
established members. We need to make sure that WSA 
is a place where you want to participate and where you 
want to give back. Instead of ―outgrowing‖ WSA, I hope 
it will be a place that continues to grow with you. 

I also want to expand the work that is already being 
done to bring our newest members into the fold, 
because they are our future. In 2010, at the suggestion 
of Membership Chair Shar Breitling, we started 
connecting each guest and new member with an 
experienced member. This not only makes them feel 
welcome, but gives them a resource to get questions 

answered and get the information they need to get 
involved.  

All that said, my hopes and goals for the club only 
have value if they reflect the desires of all our members. 
And that can only happen if you let me know what you 
want. I invite each and every one of you to share your 
thoughts and suggestions with me, so that the Board 

and I can do our best to make WSA the best club it can 
be for you. 

Happy sailing! 

Women’s Sailing Convention—Saturday 
Feb 5 
 

SCYA’s 22nd annual Women’s Sailing Convention will be 
held at the Bahia Corinthian Yacht Club, Saturday, Feb 
5th.  The convention fills up FAST, go on line now and see 
if there is still space available: http://wsscya.scyaweb.org 

 
 

Fran Weber Melville needs crew to sail to 
the Women’s Sailing Convention, Feb 3-6 

 
Fran is planning on leaving on Thursday (Feb 3rd) be-

fore the convention for the sail to Newport with a return 
on Sunday Feb (6th). The game plan is to have 2-3 ladies 
who can help with crewing her 35 ft Erickson to the con-
vention.  

We will leave MDR Thursday around 9am, sail to Alami-
tos Bay (just south of Long Beach) and stay overnight at a 
slip. On Friday, we set sail for Newport around 9am and 
arrive around 3-4 hours later.  We have a slip in Newport 
for Friday and Saturday night.  Saturday all the crew plays 
at the convention all day and end the day with dinner with 
300 tired but energized lady sailors at Bahia Corinthian 
Yacht club. If there is any energy left we can chat in the 
bar a bit before we head to the boat for the night.  

Sunday we leave about 8 am and arrive in MdR about 4-
5 pm depends on the weather and wind direction. I have 
been doing this trip for many more years than i will tell.  
To be sure it is always a learning experience for all!  

If you are interested please email me at 
cptfran@aol.com 

All levels of sailors welcome...just bring a great attitude 
and sense of humor...I can fill in the rest! If you are a real 
beginner we will have some meetings prior to the sail so 
you can become familiar with the boat. we can also chat 
about charting, provisioning, safety gear, etc. 

 
 

Racing Chalk Talk by Peter Isler 
 
Get your racing program off to a great start in 
2011 by attending SBYRC’s racing chalk talk with 
Peter Isler, Jan 6, 2011, 7pm at SMWYC.   
 

Peter has competed in five America’s Cup campaigns, 
winning it twice with Dennis Conner’s ―Stars & Stripes‖ 
team.  Peter has also raced locally in Santa Monica and is 
a past winner of the Sunset Series’ Marilyn Ritchie Trophy.  
Peter has a vast amount of experience and the local 
knowledge to help you apply it here in Santa Monica.  
Don’t miss it!   

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=59487422285
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=59487422285
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Happy New Year from the “Sea Gals” 
Program! 

 
Judy-Rae Karlsen is director of the Long Beach Sailing 

Foundation’s Women’s Sailing Program—the ―Sea Gals‖ 
have an active schedule for 2011 and all are welcome.  
Judy has scheduled a kickoff meeting on Tuesday January 
25 from 7-8:30 pm at Long Beach Yacht Club.  At that 
meeting they will se the schedule for the 2011 programs, 
and have the first sign-ups for their on the water pro-
grams.  Many of you participated in their clinics last year 
on the Catalina 37’s and can attest to what a great pro-
gram this is!  You can contact Judy Rae directly at 562-
355-8500. 

 
 

WSA Cruise to Redondo Beach - 2/5-2/6 
By Diane Larson, Cruise Chair 

WSA's first cruise is scheduled for the February 5-6 
weekend in Redondo Beach, one of our favorite destina-
tions! WSA will join with Santa Monica Windjammers 
Yacht Club and Fairwind Yacht Club for an awesome 
"Super Bowl Cruise". Plan on a relaxing cruise down on 
Saturday, fun socializing that night, and then sail back on 
Sunday in time to watch the Super Bowl Game at SMWYC. 
Sounds like the perfect pre-game event, so don't miss 
out! If you are interested in joining as a skipper with your 
boat or as crew, please contact me at cruis-
ing@wsasmb.org.  

We are working on an exciting and busy cruise schedule 

for the year that will ensure big fun, new friends, and ad-
venturous experiences. Do not hesitate to share any of 
your cruising ideas with me so we can make it fun for all.  

 
 

Northern Channel Islands November 
Cruise 

By Gil Speer, WSA member 
I have long wanted to get back to the Northern Channel 

Islands where I worked my abalone dive boat 40 years 
ago.  This November I had my chance.  Brad Benam and 
Susan Bonner, both dual members of WSA and Fairwinds 
YC, invited me and a buddy to join up for a 4-day cruise 
out of Channel Islands Marina on their Catalina 400. Fair-
winds owns more than 2 dozen boats counting their MDR 
and Channel Islands fleets.  I jumped at the chance. 

The 400 has twin wheels, roller furling, a hot shower on 
the swim step, and most importantly, a power windlass. It 
also has radar, refrigerated ice box, etc.  I could have 
done without everything but the windlass.  We took along 

two hard-shell kayaks on deck and an Achilles tender and 
an outboard all hung conveniently on stern davits. 

After sleeping aboard in the marina Monday night we 
cast off for the islands with clear skies and a gentle West 
wind at 10 am Tuesday, Nov. 2, and motor-sailed straight 

for Fry’s on Santa Cruz. During our gentle crossing the 
wind and swell slowly increased.  We thought we might 
try for Hazard’s or even Santa Rosa until we rounded the 
point at Diablo.  There the swells had built to 6–8 feet.  
Pushed by the increasing West winds, they were crashing 
into the cliffs with awesome force.  We turned back to 
Frys and set bow and stern anchors below the cliffs on 
the west side of the cove. 

That afternoon was spent kayaking along the cliffs and 
up to Diablo to witness the power of a 9-foot west swell 
as it surged into the sea caves and roared back out again 

like a freight train being sprayed by fire hoses. The Chu-
mash believed the wind and spray from the caves was 
caused by the earth breathing.  I now understand why.  
The night was rocky and noisy, but safe. 

Next morning we set sail around 10 am, short tacking 
our way up the East side towards West Point again hoping 
to make Santa Rosa by afternoon.  We reached the West 
end early that afternoon.  Again the building wind and 
large swells caused us to modify our plans.  We rounded 
the point which was being pounded by magnificent 10–15 
foot waves, and tucked into Forney’s Cove, a magical 
place. 

As I kayaked inside the cove that afternoon I spooked a 
colony of seals and sea lions on the rock protecting the 
entrance.  At least 50 of them dove off the rock into the 
water of the cove.  Then a minute later, they all surfaced 
simultaneously in a near straight line directly in front of 
me and less than 50 feet away.  This was an awesome 
and scary sight. 

The air temp was so warm, probably around 80F de-
grees, we spent the afternoon exploring the sandy beach 
and abandoned structures without our shirts. 

Next morning we motored and sailed across the West 
end stopping at Laguna Harbor for lunch, swimming, and 
more kayaking.  The beach was beautiful and the air was 
warm.  That afternoon we motor-sailed down to Coches 
Prietos where we again set both hooks for the night.  

Apparently the cormorants and pelicans migrate daily 
between the West and East ends of the island.  Shortly 
before sunset a migration of thousands of these birds be-
gan, flying in formations back to the West and into the 
setting sun.  Brad and I took the kayaks and paddled 
straight out to sea.  In a few minutes we were surrounded 
by flights of these sea birds skimming low over the water 
in large V-formations.  Occasionally a sea lion or seal 
would break near us and splash or grunt.  As the sun set,  
the lightly scalloped sea surface turned pink and purple.  
It was awesome. 

Next day marked our return to Channel Islands Harbor.  
As we made passage between Santa Cruz and Anacapa 
the wind built to 15 knots.  We killed the diesel and set 
sail on a reach for home with fair seas and temperatures 
again around 80F degrees (on November 5).  Who could 
have imagined we would have these wonderful conditions 
in November?  I am grateful and feel truly blessed. 

https://mail.mednet.ucla.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=cdc80adf04244eb58d1d2f80c4313822&URL=mailto%3acruising%40wsasmb.org
https://mail.mednet.ucla.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=cdc80adf04244eb58d1d2f80c4313822&URL=mailto%3acruising%40wsasmb.org
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Announcing The First WSA Race Clinic of the Year: Starting Strategies 
By Mary Ho, Race Chair 
 

As 2011 race chair, I want to tell everyone how excited I am to be race chair of WSA this year.  I look forward to a 
great year of racing and sailing at Marina del Rey.  

On January 15th, we will be having a clinic on starts. This clinic, designed for the beginner to intermediate sailor, 
will cover the general starting sequence, the code flags, different starting sequences, preparing for the start, starting 
strategies, rules of the road, and the different jobs people have at the start.  

The day will begin at South Coast Corinthian Yacht Club at 9am. The first part will be a classroom talk of about two 
hours. The afternoon will be an on-the-water session to work on starts and to apply the knowledge gained from the 
morning session. Participants will be divided up among various boats and will practice running and timing the line to 
find the fastest tack, getting the boat to cross the line at the right time, going through the general start sequence, 
and recognizing the flags. We are also planning to practice some intermediate start tactics where the RC will put up 
different flags participants will have to recognize, such as the flags for over early, general recall, postponement, and 
others. 

Interested participants should have some sailing experience and some racing experience. The clinic is sponsored by 
WSA but is definitely co-ed.  The cost for this start clinic will be $20 ($15 for WSA members). The cost will include 
the classroom session, sailing, debrief, and light chili supper. Participants should be prepared to sail, so bring your 
sailing gear and your own lunch. A debrief at South Coast Corinthian Yacht Club will follow the on-the-water session.  

For information, email me at racing@wsasmb.org.   
For details and registration visit http://wsasmb.org/RacingClinicJan15.html  

See you on the water!  
 

Make your Move… to the Front! 
 
The North U Racing Tactics Seminar hosted by 

both King Harbor Yacht Club and The Women's 
Sailing Association will be held on February 5, 
2011. Steve LeMay, 3 time J80 Champion, will be 
the instructor. 

Speed alone is not enough! This class covers 
strategy, tactics, and rules all the way around the 
course. Learn how to build your strategy, develop 
your plan, and follow through to implement 
strategy. Be able to position your boat to make use 
of the rules and see how the rules shape and 
control tactics.  

For further information or to register for the 
seminar, visit: www.northu.northsails.com or 
contact: Fran@northu.northsails.com 

Special Discount Code: KH-7245 Entitles you to 
select the Additional Crew Level Tier Pricing 
(indicate Code either under "Comments" on line, or 
when you call in). 

Photo by 

Judy Alfter 

http://wsasmb.org/RacingClinicJan15.html
https://mail.mednet.ucla.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=c2d2427bd9a0486084acd7fe3f2e4c80&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.northu.northsails.com%2f
https://mail.mednet.ucla.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=c2d2427bd9a0486084acd7fe3f2e4c80&URL=mailto%3aFran%40northu.northsails.com
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 Photos from WSA’s 2010 Holiday Party and Installation 

Photos by Judy Alfter 
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 Upcoming Calendar of Events 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2011 ASMBYC Calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays, but they are NOT listed on 

this calendar. Contact Dianne Christman at wsadaysails@gmail.com for up-to-
date information! 

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

Photos from the commissioning of Green Dragon 2 
Photos credit: Mike Gitchell 

February 2011 

5th Sat Women’s Sailing Convention BCYA Newport, CA 

5th Sat Champagne Series SBYRC 

5th Sat North U Race Clinic KHYC/WSA 

5-6 Sat/Sun Redondo Beach Cruise 

8th Tues WSA General Meeting 

19-20 Sat/Sun SCYA Midwinter Regatta 

22th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

Gary and Rosalie ponder new 
adventures to come. 

The Dragon flies again! Friends pitching in. 

January 2011 

6th Thurs Racing Chalk Talk with Peter Isler—SBYRC/SMWYC 

8th Sat Malibu and Return—DRYC 

11th Tues WSA General Meeting 

15-16 Sat/Sun WSA Race Clinic 

22nd Sat Champagne Series—SBYRC 

25th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

29th Sat Topanga and Return—SFVYC 

http://www.asmbyc.org/
mailto:wsadaysails@gmail.com
http://www.wsasmb.org/
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2011 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service pro-

grams; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

Commodore:  Christina Tarantola        Vice Commodore:  Coco Leigh 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Midge Costin       Secretary:  Patricia Rose 
education@wsasmb.org             secretary@wsasmb.org 
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Jr Staff Commodore:  Susana Hernandez Araico 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Diane Larson         Race Chair:  Mary Ho 
fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Chair:  Diane Larson         Day Sail Chair:  Dianne Christman 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb or wsadaysails@gmail.com 

 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  Jennifer Zanneli 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Social Chair:  Kelly Weiss          Membership Chair:  Sharon Breitling 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director:  Michaela Draper    Publicity Chair:  Barbara Palmer 
communications@wsasmb.org           pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Christine King  
 

mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:education@wsasmb.org
mailto:cruising@wsasmb.org
mailto:membership@wsasmb.org
mailto:pr@wsasmb.org
mailto:newsletter@wsasmb.org

