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Meeting Agenda for January 8, 2013 

6:30 pm—Social Hour 

7:30 Dinner and business meeting 

8:00 Program begins: Debbie Talbot from Beaches and Harbors 

 

Commodore’s Corner 
by Jennifer Zannelli 

 
“The future depends on what we do in 
the present...”  Gandhi  
 
Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had a 
wonderful Holiday full of fine food, family 
and friends!  Our Installation Dinner and 

Party was full of FUN as we celebrated a fantastic 2012, 
handed out a ton of raffle prizes, and set the tone for a 
strong 2013.  Thanks to all who attended. 

Since we all survived the end of the Mayan Calendar 
(whew….) it seems appropriate that WSA also starts off 
with a clean slate and we do some rewriting ourselves.  
The first step is with the WSA website, which John 
Nelson and I hope to have up and running by the first 
part of February. Also look for some WSA gear on the 
site by March for you to purchase so we can all start to 
wear our WSA pride literally on our sleeves and heads as 
we sail in 2013. 

I am so excited to be your Commodore this year and 

my primary goal is really about how to get the next 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

January Speaker: Debbie Talbot 
Department of Beaches and Harbors  
By Barbara Palmer, Education Director 

We will start the New Year off with a bang with an 
update from Beaches and Harbors. Debbie Talbot is the 
boating section head of the new Department of Beaches 
and Harbors Boating Section. This Department was 
created to make MdR a more “boater friendly” marina 
with an emphasis on promoting recreational boating, 
boating issues, communications, facilities management, 
and environmental best management practices. She will 
give us a dredging overview and a look ahead at Marina 
del Rey’s infrastructure projects. 

At our February 12 meeting, Vivian Callahan will share 
pictures and memories of the 4 1/2 months she spent 
sailing from Hong Kong to Borneo, Singapore, 
Georgetown Penang, Malaysia, ending in Phuket, 
Thailand. She served aboard Quest as crew of the late 
Jean and Scott Adam who were murdered by Somali 
pirates February 22, 2011.  

 Vivian owns a 38' C & C Mark III here in Marina del 
Rey.  She is a member of Del Rey Yacht Club where she 

serves as Press Officer. She is an avid sailor and has 
cruised extensively world-wide.  

Jr. Staff Commodore Christine Tarantola accepts the 
2012 Marilyn Butefish Award trophy from previous 
recipient, Diane Larson. 

 
Photo credit: Mike Gitchell 

WSA’s entry in the 2012 Holiday Boat Parade won the 
award for Best Organization. (Story begins on page 5) 

 
Photo credit: Norm Perron  
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North U. Rules and Tactics Seminar 
 

Saturday, Feb. 2, 9:00AM - 4:30PM 
Hosted by Del Rey Yacht Club & Women’s Sailing 
Association 
US SAILING Instructor: Dave Perry 
 
Join WSA and Del Rey Yacht Club for North U.’s all 

day seminar on Racing rules and tactics!  
The Rules & Tactics Seminar will guide you through 

changes to the 2013-16 Racing Rules, as well as target 
key principles in all the Racing Rules. Understand how to 
resolve conflicts and translations in the rules. Master 
situations on the course and recognize which rules 
apply. 

World champion sailor and accomplished US SAILING 
instructor Dave Perry will be leading the seminar. 
Among his many racing accomplishments, Dave was 
captain of the National Championship Team, and voted 
All-American while at Yale University. He has led over 50 
one design US SAILING classes and coached youth 
Olympic level clinics around the world. Dave is currently 
Chairman of the US SAILING Appeals Committee and a 
US SAILING Senior Certified Judge.  

 
Register online or by phone today! 

www.northu.com  1-800-347-2457 

MEMBERSHIP NOTES: 
 
If you know of someone interested in joining WSA, 

please direct them to www.wsasmb.org (click on Join 
WSA Today) for information on membership dues and 
easy instructions on how to join.   

New member discounts are available throughout the 
year! 

 
WSA Policies: 

Guests are allowed to attend up to two general 
meetings per year (excluding December as it is a paid 
event) 
Only current members with a signed Waiver may 
participate in on-the-water activities including day sails 
and cruises  
Only current members may race under the WSA 
Burgee 
Regardless of when a member joins or renews, all 
rights of membership expire on December 31st of the 
last year for which dues have been paid. 
 

HAVE YOU RENEWED FOR 2013? It’s easy! 
 
Just print out the PDF at this link, fill it out, 

write that check, and mail them in!  

Racing Report 
By Jennifer Arrington, Race Chair 

Hello, WSA! We have several great racing courses 
coming up in January and February. Don’t miss out on a 
weekend of hands on learning this January 12-13 with 
our WSA ‘Downwind’ clinic, covering all parts of sailing 
with the wind, whether cruising or racing. We will cover 
all positions and all speeds! In February we are excited to 
have esteemed US SAILING instructor Dave Perry leading 
a North U. seminar on Racing Rules and Tactics! Get the 
edge on the new rules, start lines, mark roundings and 
crossing situations. Register for both today!  
 

WSA - Running with the Wind! 
Racing or cruising, join WSA for a fun and action 

packed weekend devoted to everything downwind. 
Everyone has a part to play in downwind sailing, both aft 
and on the bow. First-time crew? New to foredeck? Want 
to learn more about sail trim from the cockpit? All are 

welcome! 
Saturday will be focused on foredeck maneuvers. 

Sunday will be focused on functions in the cockpit.  
Weekend Itinerary: 
9:00AM Join us dockside for introductions to the 

(Continued on page 6) 

http://www.northu.com
http://www.wsasmb.org
http://wsasmb.org/files/Download/WSA%20Membership%20Application.pdf
https://mail.mednet.ucla.edu/owa/UrlBlockedError.aspx
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generation of WSA members engaged so this club 
continues to grow each year.  I was a bit absent in 2012, 
which won’t be the case this year, so I look forward to 

meeting and talking with you and hearing your ideas on 
what else we can do to get WSA into more hearts and 
minds of friends and neighbors. 

One thing you should know about me – I love quotes - 
they inspire me and also remind me of the little things I 
need to keep me grounded.  I hope you enjoy mine and 
they inspire you somehow. 

 

WSA’s Annual Awards: 2012 
By Sue Service, Staff Commodore 

 
At our December 11th Installation dinner, in addition 

to recognizing the 2012 board of directors and 
welcoming in the 2013 board, we also presented two 
important annual awards: 

 
 
Skipper of the Year 

was awarded to Wayne 
Brandow with seventeen 
day sails. 

 
 

 
 
The Marilyn Butefish Award  was 
presented to Christina Tarantola, 
whose tireless work as Jr. Staff 

Commodore went far above mere 
performance of duty.  
 
 
Join me in congratulating Wayne and 
Christina on their achievements! 

(Commodore’s Corner continued from page 1) 
 

24th Women’s Sailing Convention 
By Fran Weber 

Hey, when was the last time you had breakfast with 
225 wanna be better lady sailors? And when was the last 
time you had lunch with 225 wanna be better lady 
sailors?? And when was the last time you had dinner 
with 225 fired up and ready to do lots of new things 
while sailing lady sailors??? Well, there will be all kinds 
of fun learning stuff happening at the Bahia Corinithian 
Yacht Club on Saturday, Feb 2, 2013: on the boats, on 
the docks, in the classrooms, and all over the place . 

For the last 24 years, Gail Hine (Gail@scya.org) has 
put together a time and place for lady sailors to gather, 

share stories, share sailing energy, learn some great 
stuff about sailing, and overall just have one heck of a 
high energy, fun packed, finding new sailing friends day!  

Better yet, there is a flotilla from MdR leaving Jan. 31, 
spending the night in Long Beach, and arriving in 
Newport Harbor on Feb. 1. We’ll enjoy the Saturday 
activities and festivities, then return to MdR on Sunday. 

If you’re interested contact Jennea Jordon or Fran 
Weber-Melville (cptfran@aol.com or 310 738-3205). I 
hope to see all the lady members of WSA at the 
convention! 

“Gal Warnings” is always looking for photos 

of WSA activities and our members! 
— Send them to Newsletter@WSASMB.org —  

A Special thanks to The Overland 
Every month, The Overland caters WSA’s dinner with a 

wonderful variety of menus. Serving great food since 
1974. Visit their website at  www.overlandcafe.com 

mailto:cptfran@aol.com
mailto:Newsletter@WSASMB.org
http://www.overlandcafe.com/
http://www.overlandcafe.com/
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DON’T DELAY, DO IT TODAY! Renew your WSA membership for 2013. 
Print this page, fill out the information, then mail it and your check to: 

WSA, PO Box 10034, Marina del Rey, California 90295 
(Please note, we no longer accept payment via Paypal. Thank you!) 
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 Marina del Rey Boat Parade—WSA Wins Best Organization! 
by Jennifer Zannelli, Commodore 

 
“Individual commitment to a group effort – that is what makes a team work…” Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 
On December 8th, a boat full of WSA HOLIDAY cheer was on My Time 3 in the 50th anniversary of the Marina del Rey 

Boat Parade. A team of twelve great WSA volunteers put together our 50th anniversary theme inspired boat and 
celebrated into the night as we motored along singing and dancing on deck.  We were one of over 100 boats and we 
saw some incredible decorations.  If you missed the parade, check out this link and watch, plus get a list of all the 
winners http://mdrboatparade.org/. George and I proudly accepted the WSA award for Best Organization at the MdR 
awards dinner, which we share with everyone who helped.  Special thanks to Beth and Monica, who provided the 
Holiday jams to keep us dancing for two hours and to everyone who joined us on deck and made it a wonderful night! 

http://mdrboatparade.org/
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mechanics of downwind sailing relevant for all crew 
positions!  

Covering sail trim, maneuvering spinnaker poles from 

the pit and the bow, rigging, flying, and dousing the 
chute and the benefits of teamwork between the cockpit 
and the foredeck. 

12:00PM Enjoy an afternoon sail while practicing your 
new talents, and meet fellow sailors and enthusiasts! 

Saturday, January, 12 at 9:00AM 
Sunday, January, 13 at 9:00AM 
hosted by Santa Monica Windjammers Yacht Club 
13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey, CA 90292 
Coffee and breakfast refreshments provided. This event 

is free. Dockside intros open to the public. WSA members 
can participate in sailing during the afternoon. Join WSA 
at the event, and put your new skills to work on the 
water! Email us! and sign up today Racing@wsasmb.org  

 
Cruising Report—WSA 2013 Cruise Schedule 
By Jeannea Jordon, Cruise Chair 

A full cruise program is planned for 2013.  Email if you’d 
like to participate, or if you have suggestions and ideas 
for other cruises/events: cruising@wsasmb.org 

Feb 2-5 Long Beach Newport Beach Women’s Sailing 
Convention 

Mar 28-31 Isthmus, Catalina Island Easter Cruise 
Apr 13-14 Redondo Beach, King Harbor Race boats/
lunch Cruisers/overnight 
May 23-27 Avalon Miniature golf tournament 
June 11 MdR to Dana Point Pick up crew 
June 12 Dana Point to San Diego 4 days in SD 
June 16 San Diego to Ensenada MX Pick up new crew.  

6 days in Ensenada 
June 23 Ensenada to San Diego 
June 24 San Diego to Dana Point 
June 25 Dana Point to MdR  
July 4-5 Redondo Beach, King Harbor Race boats/lunch 
Cruisers/overnight Fireworks Display 
July 17-21 Isthmus, Catalina Island swimming, 
kayaking, hiking 
Aug 14-18 Santa Barbara Island, Cat Harbor Adventure 
Sail 
Aug 30 MdR to Santa Cruz Island 5 days exploring 
different anchorages 
Sept 4 Santa Cruz Island to MdR some boats will sail 
directly to Santa Barbara or Ventura for a crew change 
Sept 5 Ventura to Santa Barbara Weekend in Santa 

Barbara 
Sept 8 Santa Barbara to Ventura  
Sept 9 Ventura to MdR  
Oct 10-13 Isthmus, Catalina Island swimming, 
kayaking, hiking 
Nov 2 Redondo Beach King Harbor Lunch Cruise 

2012 Installation Dinner 
Photos by Mike Gitchell 

Holiday cheer was the order of the evening as WSA 
gathered at SMWYC to recognize its 2012 board members 
and chairs and welcome 2013’s incoming team. 
Individuals were also recognized for their contributions to 
women in sailing and sailing in general…  

 
 
Coco Leigh was inducted into the 
Order of the Blue Gavel by Rosalie 
Green. Everyone at WSA applauds 
Coco’s efforts in 2012 and wish her 
and Bob the very best in 2013.  
 
 

 
 
Judi-Rae Karlsen was honored 

for her tireless work on behalf of 
Sea Gals in Long Beach and her 
enthusiasm for and love of sailing. 
Judi-Rae is also WSA’s nominee 
for SCYA's Peggy Slater Award. 

 
 
 

 
Jeannea Jordan was recognized for her 
cheerful commitment to making the 
cruising program at WSA the best it can 
possibly be. Not resting on her laurels, 
Jeannea has already scheduled more than 
one dozen trips for 2013!  
 
 
 
 

Last, but certainly not least, WSA recognized its cruising 
and daysail skippers… the dedicated people who share 
their time, experiences, and boats with their fellow 
members.  

Racing Report — continued from page 2) 
 

https://mail.mednet.ucla.edu/owa/UrlBlockedError.aspx
https://mail.mednet.ucla.edu/owa/UrlBlockedError.aspx
https://mail.mednet.ucla.edu/owa/UrlBlockedError.aspx
mailto:Racing@wsasmb.org
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Women’s Sailing Association of Santa Monica Bay 
2012 Installation Dinner 

 

December’s meeting is when WSA comes together to acknowledge the contributions of its Board 
members and Chairs and induct the coming year’s volunteers.   

Your 2013 WSA Board 
 

Photos by Mike Gitchell 

2012 WSA Board 2012 WSA Chairs 
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 Upcoming Calendar of Events 

 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2013 ASMBYC Calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays, but they are NOT listed on 

this calendar. Contact Dianne Christman at wsadaysails@gmail.com for up-to-
date information! 

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

January 2013 

3rd Thur Advanced Racing Seminar—SBYRC 

5th Sat Malibu and Return—Berger #1 DRYC 

8th Tue WSA General Meeting 

12-13 Sat/Sun WSA Race Downwind Race Clinic 

19th Sat Champagne Series 1,2 &3—SBYRC 

22nd Tue WSA Board Meeting 

26th Sat Champagne Series 4&5—SBYRC 

February 2013 

2nd Sat Women’s Sailing Convention—SCYA 

2nd Sat North U Rules Seminar—WSA & DRYC 

12th Tue WSA General Meeting 

16-17 Sat/Sun MidWinter Regatta—SCYA 

26th Tue WSA Board Meeting 

http://www.asmbyc.org/
mailto:wsadaysails@gmail.com
http://www.wsasmb.org/
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2013 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

WSA—on the water since 1985! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service pro-

grams; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

Commodore:  Jennifer Zannelli         Vice Commodore:  Mary Ho 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Barbara Palmer      Secretary:  Carey Meredith 
education@wsasmb.org             secretary@wsasmb.org 
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Jr Staff Commodore:  Coco Leigh 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Christina Tarantola       Race Co-Chairs: - Christina Tarantola/Jennifer Arrington 

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Chair:  Jeannea Jordan         Day Sail Chair:  Dianne Christman 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb.org 

 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  OPEN! 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Social Co-Chairs:  Kelly Weiss/Fritze Rodic    Membership Chair:  Sharon Breitling 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director:  Debbie Feinerman   Publicity Co-Chairs:  Monica Hirtreiter/Beth Steffen  

communications@wsasmb.org           pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Mike Gitchell 
 

mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:education@wsasmb.org
mailto:secretary@wsasmb.org
mailto:treasurer@wsasmb.org
mailto:jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org
mailto:racing@wsasmb.org
mailto:cruising@wsasmb.org
mailto:daysails@wsasmb
mailto:skippers@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:events@wsasmb.org
mailto:events@wsasmb.org
mailto:membership@wsasmb.org
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mailto:communications@wsasmb.org
mailto:pr@wsasmb.org
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