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Meeting Agenda for May 14, 2013 

6:30 pm—Social Hour 

7:30 pm—Light snack and business meeting 

8:00 pm—Program begins: Marina del Rey “live aboards” 

 

Jennifer Arrington, Karin Bennett, and Monica Morell take a 

break during a successful day of racing aboard the Martin 
242, Dean, at the recent Homeport Regatta.  

 
 
 

What’s in the 
wind… 
 
 

Catalina Easter 
Cruise Article and 
Photos 
 
 
“She Devil” and 
Homeport 
Regattas Report 
and Photos 
 
 
General Meeting 
May 14 
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 Commodore’s Corner 

by Jennifer Zannelli 
 
‘Spring is the time of plans and 
projects.’ -Leo Tolstoy 
 
I continue to see more and more boats 
out over the past few weeks and I 
hope everyone is taking advantage of 
the WSA opportunities to be on the 

water. Our Day Sail program is beefing up (thank you 
skippers) and, of course, Jeannea’s next adventure is 
May 23rd with a trip to Avalon and some miniature golf.  

Plus the Sea Gals program in Long Beach (with Judy-Rae 
Karlsen) kicks off on Mother’s day weekend (May 12th) 
with three more Sea Gal opportunities the weekend of 
June 7th – for more see www.seagals.org  

 
SMWYC hosts the Annual City of Hope Regatta on May 

19th and begins the weekend with an all you can eat 

Crab Fest the night before (May 18th) – for $75, you can 
eat all the crab you can crack (or someone else cracks 
for you), plus get in on the silent and live auction for 
some exciting prizes. WSA will have an entry in this 
charity regatta, George’s My Time 3, and we already 
have more people on the team than will fit on his boat, 
but if you are interested, please let me know and I will 

(Continued on page 4) 

May Speakers: “Live Aboards 
By Barbara Palmer, Education Director 

 
On May 14, come hear Bari Belcher, 

Christine Perakis, Sue Purcell, and 
Simone Shocklee share with us their 
stories of how it is to live on their boats 
year round.  

They will discuss how they chose their 
boat, the pros and cons of summer and 
winter seasons, and what it takes to 
maintain them. 

They will also discuss the nitty-gritty details about 

where they store their belongings, bathroom… oops! 
“head” arrangements, laundry chores, and cooking on 
board. If you’re thinking of living on a boat, come to the 
meeting and ask questions, they will be happy to advise 
you.  

On June 11, come hear Allie Blecher, of the US Sailing 
team. Allie learned to sail at CYC when she was only 8 

and started racing at age 11. She won her first sabot 
nationals at 12 and went on to the CFJ 420 and Laser 
Radial classes. She ended her junior sailing career with a 
3rd place finish at Laser Radial Worlds in 2006. After 
earning the top honors in college sailing, she decided it 
was time to follow her dream to the Olympic Games. 
She qualified for the US Sailing Team and has since 

been training hard to improve at the sport she loves.  

WSA’s Easter Cruise to Catalina Island was a 
smashing success. Great sailing, great food, 
great hikes, and lots of wild and crazy Easter 
hats!  Story and photos inside... 

Photo by Mike Gitchell 

 
Interested in cruising, contact Jeannea at 

cruising@wsasmb.org. 
 
Want to see your photo on the cover or in the 

monthly newsletter? Contact  newsletter@wsasmb.org!  
 

 

Jennifer Hylander and her team celebrate 
their first place finish at the “She-Devil” 
Regatta out of King Harbor.  Read all about it 
on page 3. 

“Gal Warnings” is always looking for photos 

and articles about WSA activities and our 
members! 

— Send them to Newsletter@WSASMB.org —  

http://www.seagals.org
mailto:cruising@wsasmb.org
mailto:newsletter@wsasmb.org
mailto:Newsletter@WSASMB.org
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Racing Report  
By Jennifer Arrington, Race Chair 

First, a big congratulations to Jennifer 
Hylander, Karyn Jones, and team for their 
1st place win, and to Nancy Roe for her 
outstanding Viper 1st place finish, and to all 
the ladies who rocked the 2013 King Harbor 
“She Devil” Regatta!  
On April 21st, one of our new members, 

Monica Morell, made her first foray into racing as skipper 
in the 2013 Homeport Regatta. Monica helmed a Martin 
242, Dean (photo below).   

Despite some very light and shifty wind, Monica and 
Dean snagged 2nd in two of the races and won 4th 
overall in a fleet of 18. We had a great coach aboard, 
Dean’s owner and competitive racer Duncan Cameron. 
New racer, and WSA recruit, Karin Bennett, manned the 
foredeck, while I helped trim.  

The Saturday race was a fun challenge with a full range 
of exposure to tactics, boat handling, and teamwork all 
packed into one three-race day. Monica was a trooper, 
dealing with the changing elements and close encounters 
on a race course with some pretty competitive boats with 
new skippers at the helm.  

Huge thank you to all for participating! Monica and 
Karin both had a great experience and I’m hoping to 

have them out on future races for WAH WOW and 
beyond! 

As I mentioned in the last newsletter, getting involved 
in the racing scene can come in many forms and I’m 
trying the “speed-dial” approach for our newbies.  

Shoot me your cell # if you are interested in being 
notified when there are opportunities to jump in on a 
boat and race.  

And don’t forget wsaracing@gmail.com. Every 
opportunity to learn and gain exposure counts and the 
summer’s Sunset Series on Wednesday nights is in full 
swing! Come out and race!  

City of Hope Regatta is May 19. This is a great 
opportunity for cruisers to race and to help raise funds to 
fight cancer. Please come out and support this 
worthwhile cause. If you would like to race on a boat, 
shoot me an email at the email address above. This 
regatta is for Catalina 42’s and cruising boats.  

Sign up and Notice of Race can be found here: https://
www.regattatech.com/events/SMWYC/COH13/
registration/showEntryForm  

 
More about Santa Monica WindJammers upcoming 

races and events: http://www.smwyc.org/  

Photos from Homeport and “She Devil” Regattas  

Jennifer Arrington, Duncan Cameron, and 

Monica Morell enjoying the competition 
during the Homeport Regatta aboard 
Duncan’s Martin 242, Dean.  

It’s the generosity of boat owners like Duncan and so 
many others that makes it possible for new and 
experienced sailors to enjoy the sport of sailing on 
Santa Monica Bay.  

Julie Coll, Nancy Roe, and Lisa Falks 

celebrate Nancy’s first place finish aboard a 
Viper during the “She Devil” Regatta.  

mailto:wsaracing@gmail.com
https://www.regattatech.com/events/SMWYC/COH13/registration/showEntryForm
https://www.regattatech.com/events/SMWYC/COH13/registration/showEntryForm
https://www.regattatech.com/events/SMWYC/COH13/registration/showEntryForm
http://www.smwyc.org/
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let you know if some spots open with WSA or other 
teams.   

Note that Cal Cup is also the same weekend, so 

between both events I hope you take advantage of either 
opportunity – whether racing or volunteering on the 
committee boats. This invitational regatta, hosted by 
California Yacht Club, is a grand sight as you watch the 
beautiful 70-footers race through the water.   

 
See you on the water – Jennifer  

(Commodore’s Corner — Continued from page 2) 
 

Quantum Racing Clinic 
By Susan Service (photo by Julie Coll) 

 
On April 4th, King Harbor Women's Race Fleet 

sponsored the Quantum Women's Race Clinic. Quantum's 
Sam Heck presented in the morning and then the group 
went out in Martins to practice.  These WSA members 
took part: Susan Service, Marylyn Hoenemeyer, Liz Hjorth 
(coaching), Jennifer Pszybylski, and Julie Coll (organizer).  
A spinnaker trim clinic is planned in King Harbor for June 
8th, and Sam is interested in holding a clinic in MdR, so 
stay tuned!  

WSA 2013 Cruise Schedule 
By Jeannea Jordon, Cruise Chair 

 
For more information about cruises 
contact cruising@wsasmb.org 
 

May 23-27 Avalon Miniature golf 
tournament 

June 11th MdR to Dana Point 
Harbor  
June 12th Dana Point to San Diego  
June 13-15th in San Diego  
June 16 depart San Diego for Ensenada, Mex  

June 17-20th Ensenada, Mex. 
June 21 depart Ensenada for San Diego 
June 22 depart San Diego for Dana Point 
June 23 Dana Point to MdR 
July 4-5 Redondo Beach, King Harbor Race boats/
lunch Cruisers/overnight Fireworks Display 
July 17-21 Santa Barbara Island, Cat Harbor 
Adventure Sail 

Aug 14-18 Isthmus, Catalina Island swimming, 
kayaking, hiking 
Aug 30 MdR to Santa Cruz Island 5 days exploring 
different anchorages 

Sept 4  Santa Cruz Island to MdR some boats will sail 
directly to Santa Barbara or Ventura for a crew 
change 
Sept 5 Ventura to Santa Barbara Weekend in Santa 
Barbara 
Sept 8 Santa Barbara to Ventura  

Sept 9 Ventura to MdR  
Oct 10-13 Isthmus, Catalina Island swimming, 
kayaking, hiking 
Nov 2 Redondo Beach King Harbor Lunch Cruise 

 

 
Editors’ Note:  
 
Some of you may have noticed the WSA website 

looking a bit “odd” at times. This is due to hackers, 
that nasty breed of pests who misuse their knowledge 
and skills instead of putting them to productive use.   

The webmasters are currently sorting through the 
website code, looking for the holes used by these 
vermin, and working with our hosting service, as well.  

 
Thank you for your patience!   

Part of the fun of the May 23-27 Avalon cruise will be 
championship miniature golf 

mailto:cruising@wsasmb.org
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Don’t miss the May 18-19 “Ebay Day for 
SMBSF” at Del Rey Y.C.  
 
What have you got stowed in that garage or 
locker that could help local sailing and sailors? 
 

The Santa Monica Bay Sailing Foundation takes your 
unwanted items (sailing-oriented and otherwise) and 

turns them into funding for local 
sailing (youth and adult), safe 
boating instruction, and 
community outreach programs.  
Several young sailors who call the 
Santa Monica Bay their home 
waters have achieved great 
success, including a recent first 
place finish at the prestigious 
Orange Bowl Regatta.  

You can also donate every time your shop at Ralphs — 
at NO cost to you!  Just register your Ralphs Rewards 
card and the Ralphs Community Contribution Program 
will donate a portion of your shopping bills to the Santa 
Monica Bay Sailing Foundation Visit http://
www.smbsf.org/Donations/index.htm#ralphs for 
complete details.  

Avalon Cruise, May 23-27  
By Jeannea Jordan  

 
MdR Departure: May 23, Thursday, approx. 9AM  
MdR Return: May 27, Sunday, approx. 4PM  

 
Avalon is the jewel of  Southern California cruising 

destinations.  If you haven't been, it's a must see.  
We will enjoy our annual miniature golf championship, 

kayaking and hiking the Wrigley Botanical Gardens, 
shopping in Avalon's unique boutiques and art galleries, 
touring the famous casino and dining in our choice of 
great restaurants. If you are interested in joining the 
crews of Chekkerrs and Harmony on our Avalon 
adventure, please contact either Jeannea Jordan 
jeannea1042@gmail.com or Melody Kanschat 
melodykan2@gmail.com  

Sea Gals Women’s Sailing in Long 
Beach begins May 12th 

By Commodore Jennifer Zannelli 
Judy Rae Carlson is the Director of this amazing 

program that has been running strong for 3 years and I 
can tell you from experience not only do you learn a lot 
but you will meet some fantastic women and the after 
dock parties are legendary. 

All women interested in sailing on a Catalina 37 are 
invited to participate.  The program is designed to 
introduce women to sailing as well as build confidence, 
increase your knowledge and sharpen your sailing skills 
in a fun and safe environment.  Every boat has coaches 
on board who teach and guide you along the way.  
Women of all skills levels are welcome – so whether you 
are a beginner or an advanced spinnaker sailor Judy Rae 
puts together crew on each boat that matches the skill 
levels so you get the most out of the day.  All of the Sea 
Gals events begin/end at the Long Beach Yacht club 
(parking is free).  The fee is $50 per person and 
prepayment guarantees your spot on the boat – it is first 
come first serve. 

For a complete list of dates and to register visit the LB 
Sailing foundation website 

http://www.lbsailingfoundation.org/html/content.cfm?
CID=37.  questions? see seagals.sailing@gmail.com 

http://www.smbsf.org/Donations/index.htm#ralphs
http://www.smbsf.org/Donations/index.htm#ralphs
mailto:jeannea1042@gmail.com
mailto:melodykan2@gmail.com
http://www.lbsailingfoundation.org/html/content.cfm?CID=37
http://www.lbsailingfoundation.org/html/content.cfm?CID=37
mailto:seagals.sailing@gmail.com
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 Easter Cruise to Catalina Island 

By Monica Morell (photos by Mike Gitchell) 
 

As a new arrival in California 
and in the great art of sailing, 
I was more excited about our 
Catalina weekend trip than a 
child on the night before 
Christmas. Moving from the 
lovely Midwest state of Ohio, 
my only experience with 
boats was cruising along Lake 
Erie. During the summer 

months, we would 
occasionally sail to the island 
of Put-In-Bay on my friends’ 
50' Tiara. This was about an 
hour sail and my longest 

“journey “on the water.   
Sailing to Catalina introduced me to a whole new life. I 

was as inexperienced as you could imagine, when I 
received an invite to crew going to Catalina for Easter 
weekend. 

I had never met anyone on this crew nor was I familiar 
with an overnight trip to this destination ( I only knew 
about Catalina from a movie) but my excitement 
continued to grow. When I finally met George and his 

crew I knew this trip was going to be an adventure and 
any concerns I had quickly evaporated once we departed.  

The journey to Catalina was pleasant but cold. George 
suggested I get some steering experience which I gladly 
accepted. After 4 ½ hours Catalina appeared. We found 
our friends and were able to moor near them.  

The weather could have been warmer but that was not 
going to ruin our weekend. Refreshed, I dropped my 
belongings at Harmony (I sailed over with George but 
was returning on Harmony) and we made our way to the 
restaurant. Meeting everyone for the first time was 
similar to seeing your Aunts and Uncles at a family BBQ. 
Everyone was smiling, engaging and welcoming.  

The next morning we decided to enter the annual hat 

decorating contest. As easy as this may sound, I assure 
you, decorating hats is not as easy as it appears. It was 
fun to watch the locals and the children becoming so 
dedicated to decorating their hats. There were egg-tastic 
hats, wine hats, feather hats, a DNA hat (which won in 

the male category),  
Then there was Barbara's hat. Barbara's hat took her 4 

hours to create. I went for a hike, saw a real live baby 
bison, had lunch and she was still creating her hat. Her 
hat was a masterpiece that was cheated out of it's 
winnings. 

After the contest we headed back to the boat for some 
afternoon cocktails and relaxation. Our moment of 
basking in the sun and sharing stories over, we headed 
back to the island for the cookout. Food and wine 
flourished and we won quite a few coins in the after 
dinner game. The night ended  around 9:00PM and we 
were all sound asleep by 10:00PM. 

Easter morning could not have been more of a delight. 
Barbara whipped us up a delicious breakfast and we 
found we had missed a storm we had feared we would 
meet. The highlight of the return trip was seeing all the 
dolphins swimming and jumping alongside the bow. I 
was on cloud nine. 

This trip had more of an impact on me than I could 
have anticipated. Being the youngest person on both 
boats, new to the world of California and sailing, I had 
more of an appreciation for my decision to move out 
west. Each person I met had such a vivid, wild life 

journey. One woman had had a heart attack the year 
prior. To me their stories were incredible and I was 
inspired to do more with my own life — to try more, taste 
more, walk more, explore more, talk, laugh — everything 
more. The adventure never stops.  

I hope I can be as accomplished and as happy as all 
the people I met that weekend. There is no greater 

feeling then the sun on your face and the wind in your 
hair. Thank you to everyone who made my first sailing 
trip one I will never forget.  

 
(More photos on page 9) 
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 Photos from the Easter Cruise to Catalina Island 
Photos by Mike Gitchell  

 

George, Susan, and Tom on the trail 
(yes, those are bunny ears on Tom’s hat) 

 

View from the top 

 

Jeannea, Melody, Nicola, Elizabeth, and Karen 

 

Carey, Nicola, Jeannea, Monica, Karen, Donna, 
Barbara, Diane, and Melody 

 

Easter Parade, Catalina-style 

 

Barbara, Carey, Tom, Susan, Melody, Nicola,and  
Diane 
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Upcoming Calendar of Events 
 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2013 ASMBYC Calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays, but they are NOT listed on 

this calendar. Contact Dianne Christman at wsadaysails@gmail.com for up-to-
date information or visit WSA’s calendar at our website! 

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

June 2013 

1-2 Sat/Sun Cal Race Week—CYC 

8-9 Sat/Sun Catalina Layover Berger/Stein #4/5 DRYC 

11th Tues WSA General Meeting 

11th Tues WSA Cruise MdR to Dana Point 

12th Weds WSA Cruise Dana Point to San Diego 

16th Mon WSA Cruise to Ensenada 

21rst Fri WSA Cruise Ensenada to San Diego 

22nd Sat WSA Cruise San Diego to Dana Point 

23rd Sun WSA Cruise Dana Point to MdR 

25th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

Photo by Mike Gitchell 

May 2013 

4th Sat Pt Dume Berger/Stein #3 DRYC 

14th Tue WSA General Meeting 

17th Fri Sundown Series DRYC 

19th Sun City of Hope Charity Regatta SMWYC 

23-27 WSA Cruise to Catalina 

28th Tue WSA Board Meeting, June Cup begins at RBYC 

26th Fri Newport to Ensenada 

http://www.asmbyc.org/
mailto:wsadaysails@gmail.com
http://www.wsasmb.org/
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2013 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 
Commodore:  Jennifer Zannelli         Vice Commodore:  Mary Ho 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Barbara Palmer      Secretary:  Carey Meredith 
education@wsasmb.org             secretary@wsasmb.org 
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Jr Staff Commodore:  Coco Leigh 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Christina Tarantola       Race Co-Chairs: - Christina Tarantola/Jennifer Arrington 

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Chair:  Jeannea Jordan         Day Sail Chair:  Dianne Christman 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb.org 

 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  OPEN! 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Social Co-Chairs:  Kelly Weiss/Fritze Rodic    Membership Chair:  Sharon Breitling 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director:  Debbie Feinerman   Publicity Co-Chairs:  Monica Hirtreiter/Beth Steffen  

communications@wsasmb.org           pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Mike Gitchell 
 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

WSA—on the water since 1985! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service pro-

grams; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:education@wsasmb.org
mailto:secretary@wsasmb.org
mailto:treasurer@wsasmb.org
mailto:jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org
mailto:racing@wsasmb.org
mailto:cruising@wsasmb.org
mailto:daysails@wsasmb
mailto:skippers@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:events@wsasmb.org
mailto:events@wsasmb.org
mailto:membership@wsasmb.org
mailto:membership@wsasmb.org
mailto:communications@wsasmb.org
mailto:communications@wsasmb.org
mailto:pr@wsasmb.org
mailto:newsletter@wsasmb.org
mailto:webmaster@wsasmb.org

