
 

November 2013                                                                                                                                       Volume XXVIII, Issue 11 

Meeting Agenda for November 12, 2013 

6:30 pm—Social Hour 

7:30 pm—Business meeting 

8:00 pm—Cruise Chair Jeannea Jordan reviews 2013’s Cruises 

 

The 2013 Linda Elias Memorial One Design Regatta was a great 
weekend for women in sailing. See the story inside on page 4. 

(Photo by Jennifer Zannelli) 
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 Commodore’s Corner 

by Jennifer Zannelli 
I can’t believe this year is almost over.  
We welcomed so many new members 
and also sadly had to say farewell to 
two wonderful men and long-time 
supporters and members of WSA.  
Now it’s time to get ready for some 
Holiday FUN with the MdR Holiday Boat 
parade and, of course, our Installation 

Dinner and Holiday party.  Plus don’t forget: at our 
general meeting on November 12th you will be voting on 
the 2014 Board and for the Marilyn Butefish Award – so 

please come and place your vote.   
The theme for this years’ Holiday Boat parade is 

‘Magic’ – so the possibilities are endless.  George has 
again generously donated My Time III for the WSA boat 
parade entry and, if last year was any indication, it will 
be an amazing night!   

Mary Ho, our Vice Commodore, will be in charge of the 

parade this year and she is going to need some help, 
from construction to boat decorating, riding on the boat 
and then taking down our decorations.  Having done this 
for several years I can tell you that it is a lot of FUN and 
I encourage you to be part of it anyway that you can.  
The decorating party will be on December 7th and the 
boat parade is December 14th.  Reach out to Mary if you 

(Continued on page 4) 

November Meeting 
By Barbara Palmer, Education Director 
 
Our Cruise Chair Jeannea Jordan 
Gave Us An Exciting Year of 
Voyaging!  

 
At our November meeting, Jeannea 

Jordan and some of her crew will talk about 
the cruises she organized throughout the year. Their 
presentation will include a slide show of the places they 
explored, including several days in San Diego and 
Ensenada, Mexico, Santa Barbara Island, Catalina Island, 
and Santa Cruz Island.  

They will discuss what to pack and what not to bring 
on board. They will also discuss provisioning, with some 
pointers of how to prepare food items for a passage and 
what to cook on a boat.  

 
Our December meeting will be on the 10th, and 
will be our annual holiday party and 
installation of the 2014 Board of Directors.  See 
page 3 for more info. 

WSA’s entry in the 2013 Linda Elias Memorial 
One Design Regatta held in Long Beach aboard 
the challenging Catalina 37 faced challenging 
conditions and stiff competition but consistently 
improved with each race. Congratulations, 

ladies! (story on page 4) 

 

WSA’s October cruise to Catalina Island was 
a great success and another example of the 
fun that our members have sailing, hiking, 
dining, and just plain relaxing.  
Read Jeannea’s report on page 6. 

(Photo by Mike Gitchell) 

“Gal Warnings” is always looking for photos 

and articles about WSA activities and our 
members! 

— Contact  Newsletter@WSASMB.org —  

mailto:Newsletter@WSASMB.org
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December 10th Installation Dinner and 
Holiday Party Menu 
 

“Tastes from Mary’s World” 

 
The dinner menu includes: Caesar Salad, Chicken 

Parmesan, Spaghetti (side of meatballs), Basmati rice, 
and “mac’ and cheese.” Dessert will be cake!   

The cost is only $25.00 per person and you will be able 
to sign up and pay online. Don’t miss this festive gala and 
a chance to thank the out-going BOD and welcome the 

incoming group!  

WSA Gear deadline extended to 
December 10th 
By Jennifer Zannelli 

If you are interested on showing your WSA pride while 

on the water and around town visit www.wsasmb.org 
and go to the ‘WSA GEAR’ tab to see the hats, shirts and 
jacket options.  Place your order and pay via paypal or 
send your order form and check to WSA SMB PO Box 
10034 Marina Del Rey CA 90295.  Orders must be 
received by December 10th  so the final order for 2013 
can be placed.   If you have any questions on sizing email 
me at commodore@wsasmb.org 

 

Have you got your WSA gear yet? 

Don’t delay!  
 
Go to http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/ today and 
place your order. 

WSA’s 2013 LEMWOD team (L to R): Stine Cacavas, Debbie Feinerman, Karyn Jones (skipper), Jen 
Huszcza, Lara Jacques, Patti Eagan, Sharlean Perez, Jennifer Arrington, Tamaron Keyes, Carey 
Meredith, and Christina Tarantola.  

http://www.wsasmb.org
mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/
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want to volunteer and look for more information from 
Mary as we get closer.   

This year our Installation Dinner and Holiday party will 

be held before the boat parade on December 10th.  This 
is where we honor our outgoing officers, directors, and 
chairs plus celebrate our incoming Commodore and her 
bridge.  RSVP early and don’t forget to purchase your 
raffle tickets (you can’t buy them at the door).  See the 
menu, invitation and details later in this issue.   

Lastly I would like to congratulate Karyn Jones and her 
LEMWOD team on two days of racing in Long Beach.  
Thank you for again representing WSA SMB in this highly 
competitive regatta on the Catalina 37’s.  

 

Upcoming Events at SMWYC 
By Commodore Charlene Perron 

Santa Monica Windjammers YC has a fine November 
Band line-up. Here are the dates: 

11/10 L.A. Love 
11/17 Harry Truman Band 

11/24 Zerimar & Fritz 
 
Don’t forget! Monday Night Football at SMWYC – Food 

for $5 and plenty of cold beer and soft drinks! 

(Commodore’s Corner — Continued from page 2) 
 

Volunteer for the Holiday Boat Parade 
 

WSA has a long tradition of participating in this festive 
holiday season event and 2013 won’t be any different. If 
we want to keep our trophy winning streak alive, then we 
need your help.  

Whether it’s 
volunteering your 
time to prepare the 
decorations, helping 
transport them to 
the dock, setting 
them up aboard My 
Time III, acting as 
crew, or helping 
take the decorations 
down, if you can 
help in any way 
then please contact 
Mary at the email 
address below the 
photo. And thanks!  

 
 
 
Mary Ho: vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

LEMWOD 2013 (or what the squirrel 
understudy saw) 
By Jen Huszcza (photos by JoySailing.com) 

The first time I stepped on a Catalina 37 was back in 
2010. I had gone down to Long Beach to check out the 
Sea Gals program after Judy-Rae Karlsen had spoken 
about it at a WSA meeting. After grinding some jib, I 
realized I liked the Catalina 37. It was a no nonsense 
boat. There wasn't even a cushion to sit on.  

Last year, Karyn Jones, 
the skipper of the WSA 
LEMWOD team, asked 
if I could come out on 
the Catalina 37 and 
practice with the team 
since they were short a 
few people. I ended up 

working the pit for the first time ever in my life. I can't 
tell you how I did on pit except that I fulfilled my 
expectations for a successful sail: nobody cried. 

When Karyn asked me to come to the practice on the 
Friday before the two day LEMWOD regatta this year, I 
figured, cool, I'll get to spend an afternoon on a Catalina 
37. Just a practice. No worries. I can sharpen my skills. 
Karyn doesn't yell and brings good snacks.  

Hey Jen, would you like to come out with us 

tomorrow? Karyn asked as we motored back into the 
marina after practice.  

Sure Karyn, if you need me, I said casually but 
uncertain how the extra body on the boat would work 
and trying to remember what I had planned for my 
weekend and if it required me calling someone and 
apologizing for my slacker sailor behavior.  

Great! Be at the dock at 8:30, Karyn said.  
Great! I said, echoing Karyn's enthusiasm. I started to 

feel nervous. Even 
though I had raced on 
other boats, I had 
never raced LEMWOD 
before. I didn't know 
exactly what my role 
was. I decided to not 
worry. I had said yes. I 
was working on saying 
yes more in my life. I had to be positive.  

Saturday morning, at 8:20 in the misty morning light, I 
walked onto the dock and met the WSA crew in various 
states of caffeination. We went to the crew meeting 
where we were informed that all protests would be dealt 
with on the water by the umpires, so no protest rooms 
afterwards. We also got bright green bags of swag from 

(Continued on page 5) 

mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
http://www.joysailing.com/Joysailing2013Pictures/LEMWOD-Regatta/
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the Port of Los Angeles. Clicky pen. Sweet. 
After a final head run, we got out onto the water. We 

motored a long long way. I was used to Wednesday 
night races in Marina del Rey where you just roll out past 

the breakwater to the start. Long Beach Harbor is huge, 
and I soon understood why we had to leave the dock so 
early.  

We put up the sails and started to practice. We tacked. 
I wasn't completely sure where I was supposed to be, 
when I was supposed to move, what I was supposed to 
do. I felt like a bad existential circus clown playing to an 
audience busy holding the tent up. I was here for the 
team and didn't want to let the team down.  

Then, in a moment that if it happened in a movie, folks 
would say, Really Jen, that would never happen. But I 
swear this happened.  

Bari Belcher, the squirrel, had tweaked her knee the 
night before, and she was hobbling around in pain. She 
was trying, but on every tack, the shift from low side to 
high side was hard for her. We had a problem. Squirrel 
down. After some discussion, Bari was able to get off the 
boat and onto the committee boat before the race.  

Jen, you're the squirrel, Karyn said, and I wondered if 
Karyn was some sort of psychic genius sailor. Best not to 
ask such things. Okay, squirrel. Right. What do I have to 
do? Where do I have to be? 

The first race started, and I learned the job during the 
race. As the squirrel, my job was to pull the spinnaker 
down the hatch and into the cabin during douses. Then, 
I had to make sure it wasn't twisted and was ready for 
the next set.  

Spinnakers love to do all sorts of crazy stuff when they 
come down. I had to follow the edges to make sure they 
were running clean. I learned how to line the head and 
two clews up for the next set. Yellow, red, blue, yellow  
became my mantra. The more I worked the chute, the 
more I wanted to get better at the job. What do I have 
to do? became How can I do it better?  

The WSA team sailed clean races. We started all our 
races. We finished all our races. We even finished fifth in 
one race on Saturday. There were also good snacks and 

beverages. And Karyn had organized some awesome 
team shirts---navy blue hoodies. Low key, yet stylin’.  

On Sunday, we went out in light air. We practiced 
rolling tacks. I still had trouble getting down below to 
squirrel. I mentioned the possibility of being down below 
on upwind legs. Sometimes I couldn't make it up anyway 
because I had to clear the twists. Let's try it, was Karyn's 

answer.  
Sure I was putting myself down in a hole for the whole 

race, but I could hear everything in the cockpit and keep 
track of what was happening. I also realized that down 
below I had the best view on a race boat. When I had 
trimmed jib in races, I always looked at the sail. Now 

(Continued from page 4) from the cabin, I looked straight back at the skipper and 
tactician (the brain trust). I saw the mid-cockpit crew on 
tacks. On spinnaker douses, I was up with the bow crew. 
I saw how all the parts worked together and how my 
part fit into the greater whole.  

At the start of the last race on Sunday, a general recall 
was called not once, but twice. Are we racing or what? I 
asked, noticing that everyone was laughing and dancing. 
My question led to more laughter. Sailors love to tell 
stories, so afterwards the whole crew got to tell me the 
story of their lucky over-early.  

After the final finish, the brain-trust decided to douse 
the spinnaker on the starboard side. This was new in my 
world, but I grabbed the foot of the sail and pulled it in 
with quick scoops. After the chute settled down below, I 
grabbed the brownies and joined everyone else in the 
cockpit.  

Even though there were problems with our last race, 
we had raced solid. We had made all of our starts and 
marks and finishes. We had finished third in two of our 
races on Sunday. We would be a force to reckon with on 
day three. When is day three? No day three? Too bad. 

Finally, I would like to introduce the WSA LEMWOD 
Crew 2013. On the wheel was our skipper, Karyn Jones. 
On tactics, Stine Cacavas. Rocking the main trim, 
Christine Tarantola. Trimming the spin, Carey Meredith. 
On jib and afterguy, Sharlean Perez and Jennifer 

Arrington. Grinding it all home: Tameron Keyes.  The pit 
boss, Patti Eagan. Powering the foredeck, Debbie 
Feinerman, and keeping it honest up on the bow, Lara 
Jacques. And don’t forget the squirrels: Jen Huszcza and 
Bari Belcher. 

WSA members, if you have never been on a Catalina 
37 and want see what it's all about, Sea Gals is a great 

way to get on the boat. You can find them at 
www.seagals.org. If you are interested in the WSA 
LEMWOD team (Karyn brings good snacks and needs 
able bodied folks for race team practices), you can 
contact her through WSA.  

http://www.seagals.org
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October 2013 Cruise to the Isthmus of 
Catalina Island 
By Jeannea Jordan, Cruise Chair 
(Photos by Mike Gitchell) 

A BIG SHOUT OUT TO BAYWATCH ! 
Starting out on WSA's last long cruise of the 2013 

season friend Ruthie on Ruthsm spotted an overturned 
boat about a mile out. It looked like a 14’ aluminum craft 
and it was definitely a hazard to navigation. I hailed 
BayWatch on Ch. 16 and Chekkerrs stood by while they 
quickly powered out to take charge. We recognized one 
of the BayWatch crew as a speaker at WSA on the 
Tuesday night before our cruise and after seeing my 
shock of white hair he recognized us. How fun is that! 
More about BayWatch action at the end of this tale. 

Eleven sailors made the crossing in three boats. 
Harmony, Skipper Melody Kanschat, and crew, Barbara 
Morris, Mike Gitchell, Carey Meredith and Fern Ross. 
Chekkerrs with Jeannea, Kiela Hine Moriarity, and Mary 
Jo O'Neill and Windseekers Sailing Club buddy boat 
Ruthsm with Skipper, Sam Wagner and wife Ruthie with 
WSA skipper Cloyd Milton as crew. A finer bunch of 
rowdies you couldn't find to go to sea with. 

I did warn people 
not to follow Melody 
on a hike. Straight 
uphill she went to the 
highest peak she could 
find with Cloyd and 
Mike and Kiela and 
Mary Jo and Carey 
trudging behind. Sam 
and I took a leisurely 
stroll over to Cat Harbor and Yup! It's still there.  

Mike got swimmer-of- the- cruise medal by powering 
back from Chilly Cove to Harmony. Chekkerrs gals swam 
too. We circumnavigated Chekkerrs and got out right 
before hypothermia set in. At the beach barbecue, Mike 
was grill master and the food everybody shared was 
fabulous. There was beautiful weather with plenty of 

sunshine all weekend.  

On Saturday Capt. Fran washed up on our shores on a 
beautiful Beneteau with a group of students. Harmony 
was down on her lines with 17 sailors for happy hour. 
Fran's husband John showed up while we were having 
dinner. Apparently they had separate teaching gigs.  

Highlights: Mary Jo O'Neill went kayaking for the first 
time and did a super job of it. Cloyd said the water was 
clearer in the bay than he's seen it in years. Fern played 
scrabble with the scrabble masters and did very well and 
Barbara Morris was both Boggle and Scrabble champ.  

AND NOW TO FINISH THE TALE: 
Four miles out of MdR on our Sunday return, another 

overturned boat with a man in the water was reported on 
VHF 16. We watched as a search and rescue helicopter 
and Police boat ran a rescue grid tracking pattern . We 
all scanned the sea but saw nothing. Finally a message 

came over the marine radio that the person had been 
found and was taken aboard a rescue vessel. It's a 
comforting feeling to know that our southern California 
waters are watched over by a dedicated, professional 
guard of fine seaman that will aid and assist mariners at 
sea. Kudos to all of you. 
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 2013 Linda Elias Memorial One Design Regatta 
Photos by JoySailing.com 

The WSA SMB team in Catalina 37 #11... 
 

http://www.joysailing.com/Joysailing2013Pictures/LEMWOD-Regatta/
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 2013 Linda Elias Memorial One Design Regatta 
Photos by JoySailing.com 

 
Final Results 
1. Allie Blecher, California YC, 1-1-3-3-6-1-2, 17 points 
2. Shala Lawrence, San Diego YC, 4-7-1-1-5-4-1, 23 
3. Casey Hogan, Newport Harbor YC, 2-3-6-5-2-2-3, 23 
4. Lynsi Gibbons, Southwestern YC, 8-4-2-2-1-5-5, 27 
5. Jane Hoffner, Team Pilikia, 5-2-5-4-4-7-7, 34 
6. Liz Hjorth, King Harbor YC, 3-6-4-8-7-6-4, 38 
7. Karyn Jones, Women's Sailing Assoc. of Santa Monica Bay 7-5-8-6-3-3-8, 40 

8. Terry Manouk, Sea Gals, 6-9-7-7-8-8-9, 54 
9. Kathy St. Amant, Long Beach/Los Angeles WSA 9-8-10 DNF-9-9-9-6, 60 
 
WSA SMB was well represented at LEMWOD, with many members racing for other teams, including:  
CYC: Sue Service, Marylyn Hoenemeyer, and Denise George; King Harbor YC: Liz Hjorth, Julie Coll, Jennifer 

Pszybylski, Barbara Bernad, and Michaela Draper; Long Beach WSA: Tina Claps; and SeaGals: Judy Rae Karlsen. 

C:/Documents and Settings/Working/My Documents/22steps.scriv
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 2013 Linda Elias Memorial One Design Regatta 
Photos by JoySailing.com 

The WSA SMB team in Catalina 37 #11... 
 

http://www.joysailing.com/Joysailing2013Pictures/LEMWOD-Regatta/
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Wayne’s Last Day-Sail 
 

On Sunday, October 27, eight boats paid tribute to Wayne Brandow 
the best way WSA knew how.. by hosting a day-sail in his honor.  
Agua Cheetah led the way, skippered by Diane Larson while, Fran, 
Jeannea, Melody, George, Jeanne, Coco, and John Gobel followed in 
their boats for a quick run to Santa Monica Pier and back.  It was a 
little foggy, but that didn’t impact our journey.   

After the boats returned to their docks, the skippers and crew 
headed to SMWYC where Charlene put out a great spread for all to 
enjoy.  Over eighty people helped say farewell to Wayne.  Thanks to 
Avghi for leading a beautiful service and for everyone who raised their 
cranberry-filled glasses to a wonderful man.   
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Upcoming Calendar of Events 
 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2013 ASMBYC Calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays, but they are NOT listed on 

this calendar. Contact Dianne Christman at wsadaysails@gmail.com for up-to-
date information or visit WSA’s calendar at our website! 

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

November 2013 

2nd Sat WSA Redondo Beach Cruise 

11th Tues WSA General Meeting 

25th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

WSA SMB hopes you will see the light and take advantage 
of the new and flexible renewal options for your 
membership. Membership and waiver forms need only be 
filled out once (unless your information changes). You can 
also pay online or by check. And don’t forget to attend our 
November meeting to vote on the 2014 Board and Chairs 
(or use the form in this newsletter to mail in your vote).  
And thank you for your membership and your support of 
women in sailing!  

December 2013 

7th Sat WSA Boat Decorating Party for the Holiday Boat Parade 

10th Tues WSA Holiday Party and Installation of Officers 

14th Sat MdR Boat Parade 

Catalina Island photo taken by Mike Gitchell during WSA’s 
October cruise.  

http://www.asmbyc.org/
mailto:wsadaysails@gmail.com
http://www.wsasmb.org/
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2013 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 
Commodore:  Jennifer Zannelli         Vice Commodore:  Mary Ho 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Barbara Palmer      Secretary:  Carey Meredith 
education@wsasmb.org             secretary@wsasmb.org 
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Jr Staff Commodore:  Coco Leigh 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Christina Tarantola       Race Co-Chairs: - Christina Tarantola/Jennifer Arrington 

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Chair:  Jeannea Jordan         Day Sail Chair:  Dianne Christman 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb.org 

 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  OPEN! 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Social Co-Chairs:  Kelly Weiss/Fritze Rodic    Membership Chair:  Sharon Breitling 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director:  Debbie Feinerman   Publicity Co-Chairs:  Monica Hirtreiter/Beth Steffen  

communications@wsasmb.org           pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Mike Gitchell 
 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

WSA—on the water since 1985! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service pro-

grams; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
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