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Meeting Agenda for August 12, 2014 

 

6:30 pm—SUMMER PARTY!!! 
 

Location: Santa Monica Windjammers YC, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey 

 

Mad Madeline under-sail during the WSA cruise to Ensenada. Read 

more about this exciting cruising event starting on page 4. 
 

Photo by Barbara C. Morris 
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 Commodore’s Corner 
by Mary Ho 

 Summer is in Full Swing! 

By Mary Ho  

 
August will be an eventful month for 

our club.  Our summer party will take 
the place at our next general meeting 

on the 12th. Wednesday night racing 

continues throughout the month.  And 
the weekend of August 23-24th is the Women on the 

Water/Women at the Helm Regatta.  
Also known as WOW/WAH, since we are a club that 

supports women on the water, we also support this 
race! This is a chance for women to put together a 

racing team, get a boat, and race this fun regatta for 

women. Teams can be all women, or mixed men and 
women — but for a mixed team, a woman has to be 

driving the boat.  
There will be three divisions: Women on the Water, 

WOW (all female crew racing with spinnaker); Woman 

at the Helm (WAH) Performance (mixed crew with a 
woman at the helm); and Woman at the Helm (WAH) 

Cruising.   
No racing experience is necessary. All that is 

necessary is the willingness to put together a team and/
or find a boat to race on. Because this race tends to be 

(Continued on page 3) 

August Meeting 
By Sharlyn Harley, Education Director 

 
August Summer Bash! 

 
Our Summer Party is here! We need volunteers to help 

make the party a success.  Jump in and join the fun!  
Love to decorate? We need someone to head up the 

Decorations Committee and people to be on the 
committee. Want to help with the raffle?  We need 

people to donate prizes and someone to be in charge.   

Also needed are volunteers to help with setting up the 
food and drinks and a few volunteers to help clean up at 

the end of the night. Help make this the best summer 
party ever!  

Contact our Social Director, Mary Jo O’Neill, at 

social@wsasmb.org. 
 

 

 
Our speaker for September will be Paul Skipper from S 

& K Dive Service. Paul is the founder of S & K Dive 
Service, providing Marina del Rey boaters with quality 

underwater maintenance for over 30 years.  

Paul will discuss the importance of bottom cleaning 
and the controversial topic of bottom paint.  

A few of WSA’s adventurous Ensenada Cruise 

crewmates taking a shore break to reprovision, 

refresh, and enjoy the sights. More photos 

inside! 
Photo by Barbara C. Morris 

 

 

Participants in WSA’s downwind racing clinic 

observing spinnaker techniques at the dock 

before heading out on the bay. 
 

Photo by Mike Gitchell 

“Gal Warnings” is always looking for photos 
and articles about WSA activities and our 
members! 

— Contact  Newsletter@WSASMB.org —  

Click below to join WSASMB on Facebook!  

mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:mailto:Newsletter@WSASMB.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/59487422285/
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heavily dependent on skippers being willing to lend their 

boat to a women’s team, we really encourage boat 
owners to consider lending their boat to a women’s team 

looking for a boat.  It’s a great cause and it’s also a great 

way to find crew.   
The Notice of Race is now posted online and anyone 

interested in entering or finding out more can go to 
http://www.regattanetwork.com/event/8918. 

  
 

Want to know why Rita is looking up? Check out Jana’s 

Racing Report on page 4 and Mike’s photos on page 9! 

(Commodore’s Corner — Continued from page 2) 
 

 
Have you got your WSA gear yet? 

Don't delay! 
 
Go to http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/ today and 
place your order. 

WSA is Recruiting Skippers for the 
Women’s One Design Linda Elias 
Memorial Regatta 

 
The Women’s One Design Regatta is sponsored by the 

Long Beach Yacht Club and the Long Beach WSA and 

will be held October 18-19, 2014.  WSA of Santa Monica 
Bay has annually sponsored one or two entries to 

promote women's sailing and create opportunities for 
both existing members and potential members.  

WSA of SMB plans to budget funding for up to 50% of 

the cost for up to two entries, including boat charter and 
entry fee. The skipper and/or crew will need to fund the 

remaining balance of the boat charter and entry fees, 
the damage deposit and any incidentals. Final decision 

on funding will be at the sole discretion of the board.  
Interested skippers must submit a written request, 

including the skipper’s racing resume, to the WSA board. 

No requests will be considered after 15 August. Only 
applications from current WSA members will be 

considered. More information about the WSA, including a 
membership application, can be found at 

www.wsasmb.org. Requests for funding can be mailed 

to The Women’s Sailing Association of Santa Monica Bay, 
PO Box 10034, Marina del Rey CA, 90295. 

The WSA board will evaluate requests based on the 

following factors:  

 The skipper's overall sailing experience.   

 The skipper's racing history in terms of number of 

races entered and overall record.  
 The skipper's ability to recruit and train crew. 

Requests for funding will be reviewed at each month’s 

board meeting, beginning with the April meeting. 

Skippers accepted for funding will be notified on the 
30th of that month. Requests that are not accepted at a 

board meeting are held over to be reviewed in upcoming 
board meetings, along with any newly received requests.  

Final authorization for funding from the WSA is 

contingent upon approval of the skipper(s) by the Long 
Beach Yacht Club Sailing Foundation, the organization 

administering control of the boats used in this regatta. 
The skipper is entirely in charge of who will be on her 

crew, with the sole proviso that all crew members be 
members of the WSA at the time of the regatta. Skippers 

who have been accepted for funding will be announced 

to the general membership by email and in the following 
month’s newsletter, and at the following month’s general 

meeting. WSA members are encouraged to contact 
skippers in order to possibly obtain a crew position. 

 

Further information about the regatta, visit 
www.lbyc.org. and http://wsasmb.org/racing/ 

http://www.regattanetwork.com/event/8918
http://www.wsasmb.org
http://www.lbyc.org
http://wsasmb.org/racing/
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WSA RACING  
By Jana Davis, Race Chair 

 

Hello racers and race fans. The time is upon 
us as we gear up for the Women on the 

Water/Woman at the Helm Regatta (or 

affectionately and appropriately referred to as 
WOW!). By now I hope it is in ink on your 

calendars for August 23 and 24th. This 
weekend is for both all women crew and women at the 

helm, but it’s much more than that. It’s a weekend for 

camaraderie, an opportunity to get your crew out on the 
water to learn new positions, and a perfect chance for 

those wanting to coach and lend their expertise to get 
more women racing. The WOW is the largest regatta in 

Marina del Rey to focus on women and is without a doubt 

a perfect opportunity to get out and celebrate women 
sailors!  

We have and will continue to post information on the 
WSASMB Facebook Page and well as the WOW/WAH 

Facebook group. And all of you anxious to sign up your 
boat can find us on the regattanetwork: http://

www.regattanetwork.com/event/8918 

This regatta cannot happen without the coordinated 
support of several local yacht clubs and volunteers. We 

are looking for volunteers willing to help with race 
committee and pre/post race festivities. To lend your 

support or if looking to fill out your crew, please contact 

me at racing@wsasmb.org. WOW/WAH — August 23 & 
24th, looking forward to seeing you all that weekend! 

Other events upcoming (you know… to get you ready 
for the WOW), include California Yacht Club kicking off 

their Pacific Deepwater Series. This series will be three 
races in three months. The first is August 10th with a 

beautiful run up the Malibu Coast, followed by the second 

installment on September 7. Check out the CYC website 
for more information. 

So as not to overlook the little boats out there, South 
Coast Corinthian YC will be hosting the 12 Mile Iron Man 

Race on Sunday August 17th. This is a pursuit race for 

boats under 20 feet and represents the 78th Annual 
Outlook Trophy Race. A trophy of 78 years is a tradition 

worth checking out. 
This same weekend August 15-17 is the Martin 242 

North Americans right here in Santa Monica Bay. This 

event is hosted by CYC. I know we have a lot of Martin 
racers out there and hope you are getting in on this 

competition. I expect reports on your successes this 
weekend big and small. 

Finally, I must give a huge thank 
you to Karyn Jones, Mary Ho 

and Carey Meredith for heading 

up our most recent race clinic 
focused on downwind trimming. 

Karyn had her boat Outrageous 

as the classroom and Dave Angers joined in with his J80 

Miss Demeanor which gave us both an asymmetrical and 
symmetrical spin. We had 10+ students for dockside 

lessons, on the water trimming and post clinic debrief 
thanks to SCCYC. The response was positive and 

immediate with many asking for a downwind trim part 2! 

My 3 volunteers deserve a big cheer and I thank you. 

 
Destination: Ensenada.  Goal: Fun! 
by Barbara C. Morris 
 

There is no shortage of fun on a WSA cruise, and the 
recent 13-day Ensenada trip was no exception. With 

refrigerators stocked and gear stowed, three boats left 
MdR on Wednesday, July 2nd for the much-anticipated trip 

to Mexico. Cruise co-chair Jeannea Jordan shared the 

helm of Chekkerrs with first mate Donna Haro, and 
Maureen McCarthy; Mad Madeline caught the wind with 

Skipper Cloyd Milton, and his crew of Maria Langford and 
Diane Hubner; and Hans Kosten had Carole Walsh, Skip 

Korsgard and Barbara “Barbie” Marbach as crew on New 
Moon. 

With a one-night stop over in Dana Point, all three 

boats arrived at Harbor Island Marina in San Diego the 
night of the 3rd having enjoyed good sailing conditions, 

several whale sightings and even a near encounter with a 

submarine! Jeannea reports that they were warned to 
keep their distance. 

A broken wrist kept Melody Kanschat from bringing, 
Harmony, but she wouldn’t let that stop her from joining 

the fun. Melody and I arrived in San Diego by car the 
morning of the 4th, to join Chekkerrs. Relaxing and 

recreation were the order of the day as the cruisers 

enjoyed kayaking, swimming, yoga or a good book.  
As darkness fell, Mad 
Madeline (including the 
Chekkerrs crew) and New 
Moon (with additional 

guests), headed for the 
bay to find the best 

location for viewing the 
fireworks. With radios 

tuned to the synchronized 
music, the show began. And what a spectacular show it 

was!  It seemed like we couldn’t get much closer. You 

could see the same show being launched from other 
barges throughout the bay. 

Saturday, Diane Destiny and Mary Jo O’Neil arrived to 
round out the crew of Mad Madeline and, for some, the 

day involved shopping and boat maintenance, while 

others enjoyed the sun and water. The evening was 
kicked off by the requisite happy hour (featuring Melody’s 

famous margaritas), followed by dinner hosted by 
Chekkerrs with special guests Ryan and Nichole Levinson 

(Continued on page 6) 

http://www.regattanetwork.com/event/8918
http://www.regattanetwork.com/event/8918
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 The Great Ensenada (and back!) Cruise of 2014 — “All at sea” 
Photos by Barbara C. Morris and Hans Kosten 
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who updated us on the plans for their upcoming cruise to 

the South Pacific. Sunday, all but Hans and Skip spent 
the day at Balboa Park, which features numerous 

museums and gardens to get lost in. 

Dawn came early on Monday as the three boats 
negotiated the dark waters out of San Diego Bay for the 

11-hour cruise to Ensenada. With favorable winds we 
arrived in plenty of time to check in at Cruise Port Marina, 

and get cleaned up before a short walk into town for 
dinner to celebrate our successful arrival…oh, and 

Melody’s birthday. 

Tuesday was a day of leisure, laundry, a beach trip and 
shopping. The crew of New Moon all pitched in and 

hosted a spectacular happy hour and dinner, featuring a 
variety of goodies and cocktails concocted by Carole and 

“Barbie”, and five pounds of shrimp expertly grilled by 

Hans. 
Wednesday’s much anticipated wine country tour 

(attended by all except Skip) didn’t disappoint. Well, it 
was hot, and not all the wine we tasted was good, but 

the day spent in the countryside was a nice change of 
scenery and several of us came away with bottles of wine 

to take home. Having prior commitments, Melody and I 

returned to LA late that night, taking with us the 
memories of a fantastic trip. The remaining cruisers 

enjoyed one more day in Ensenada before departing for 
Todos Santos Island on Friday morning. It has been 

reported to me that while the anchorage was tricky, the 

island visit was great and New Moon hosted another 
amazing happy hour and dinner followed by dancing! We 

were sorry to have to miss it. 
I’m told that the check-in back in San Diego was 

relatively painless, though it took a few hours, and the 

trek back to Dana Point and MDR took longer than 
anticipated, but all arrived back safely with little incident. 

I believe I speak for all of the cruisers in saying that this 
trip was a wonderful adventure full of fun and maybe 

even a little romance! 
 

More Ensenada — A View from “New 
Moon” 
By Hans Kosten 

The crew is navigating, 

steering, and baking quiche in 
the oven, so I am taking a 

break; it cannot get any 
better! Barbara came with two 

freshly home prepared 
quiches (baked in the oven on 

board) and many other foods, 

including smoked fish, individual packages with several 
slices of bread and individual vacuum packages of meats 

and sauces, frozen. A great way to prevent food getting 

soggy or mildewed.  

Everything is cooked 
fresh on board, even 

under-sail. Carol cooked 
for breakfast eggs 

benedict and French 

toast, Barbara made 
lunch wraps with 

avocado, bacon, turkey, 
and lettuce and we ate 

lots of fresh vegetables and fruits. 
In Ensenada we got about 5 pounds of shrimp and 

grilled them on the BBQ for happy hour/dinner for the 

whole group of 14 onboard New Moon.  
We took a private wine 

tasting tour to three 
vineyards in Mexico and 

had a good time at a 

small winery where the 
lady-owner gave us the 

history and detailed 
explanation in the tasting 

"cave".  
After Ensenada and some failed attempt to anchor 

inside rocky coves we anchored for the night between the 

two Todos Santos Islands, rocky islands surrounded by 
kelp and fish farms; that was a challenge.  

Chekkerrs and Mad Madeline anchored about a half a 
mile away in deeper water due to deeper keel; they were 

fighting the kelp beds when heaving anchor. New Moon 
went closer in-shore near the rocks where there is no 
kelp. New Moon also had the "taxi" dinghy with outboard 

engine to shuttle various crews to New Moon for the 
evening.  

That evening we were enjoying a beautiful sunset with 

a flock of birds heading south. Jeannea, our cruise leader 
had designated New Moon the host ship for happy hour 

and dinner. We even took the table out to create an 
inside dance floor complete with flashing disco lights from 

the emergency flashlights.  
I monitored the tides hourly and at 02:30 am I had to 

wake the crew to heave anchor several hours earlier than 

expected because of rapidly falling tides due to full moon. 
In the process we lightly bumped the keel on a bottom 

rock when nosing down when breaking the anchor loose. 
That was followed by an exciting departure through 

shoals and followed by a long day of sailing and motoring 

back to San Diego, about 18 hours. But that gave us lots 
of time for taking turns in catching up for missed sleep.  

Carol came a couple days before our departure to 
empty and clean the refrigerator, cupboards, and dry 

storage box; took inventory and determined with Barbara 
what to provision. That gave me time to tend to renewal 

of halyards, sail track, and service the engine. 

(Ensenada Cruise—Continued from page 4) 
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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 The Great Ensenada (and back!) Cruise of 2014 — “Food, fun, and just relaxing” 
Photos by Barbara C. Morris and Hans Kosten 
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The day of departure, Carol brought her own nautical 

charts and had decided on waypoints that were 
sufficiently far off the coast in case of engine failure or 

dead winds. She had entered the latitudes and longitudes 

(waypoints) in her hand-held navigation computer (GPS) 
that displayed course, distance, and speed while under 

way. With Google Earth, she had printed the bird’s-eye 
view of unknown harbors and anchorages at the islands 

so we could identify the rock outcropping and cliffs. She 
also brought the Mexican courtesy flag, needed when 

entering Mexican waters. 

Close to San Diego we found ourselves surrounded by 
U.S. Navy exercises, Helicopters flew 100 feet above the 

water and 500 feet in front of the boats to warn us. They 
were dropping what seemed like submarine sonar buoys 

and the war ships were deploying smoke screens. After 

contacting them by VHF, they requested that we stay 
clear by a specified distance, but it surely added to the 

excitement of the trip.  
Skip was very quiet, sometimes surprisingly funny and 

an extremely proficient yachtsman; he had recently come 
back, sailing from Hawaii and San Francisco for which he 

did all the provisioning and cooking. I seldom had to ask, 

he just took the initiative — from filling the water tank, 
disconnecting and reconnecting shore power, raising the 

sails, launching the dinghy, stowing things on deck 
secure, etc. When there was no action you could mostly 

find him in the horizontal position with his eyes closed, 

but he always seemed to know immediately what was 
going on when needed.  

Besides bringing 
and preparing part 

of the food, 

Barbara was 
strong and 

handled most of 
the sheet winches, 

traveler, halyards, 
and other lines 

and also monitored 

the sails for 
optimal trim. Carol, Barbara, and Skip all participate in 

the Wednesday evening races on various yachts, so this 
crew could not be any better besides being all wonderful 

personalities. In addition, Barbara had a knack for finding 

whales and dolphins around us. 
We did not have any major breakages other than that 

the radar, chart plotter and all other instruments went 
out during our sail back north from San Diego so that will 

be a challenge to resolve. The handheld GPS with my 
conventional chart navigation took care of it as we were 

lucky not to have any fog upon return, especially when 

dodging the freighters heading in or out of the port of 

Long Beach. 

We saw lots of seals and some whales at La Jolla 
Canyon, a ridge under water about five miles offshore. 

Because winds were often light or out of the wrong 
direction. it was unfortunate but necessary for us to 

motor or motor-sail two-thirds of the way. But, all in all, a 

good and nice trip and good experience and most 
importantly good people. I would hope to do the channel 

Island cruise in the fall with the same group.  
 

 

 

Eight Bells…. 
Remembering Emilio Basile 

 
Emilio Basile was a long-time member of WSA. Thanks 

to his 47’ cutter rigged sloop, Note Worthy, WSA won 
several awards at the annual MdR Holiday Boat Parade.  

Following is an obituary from Fairwind Yacht Club:  
 

It is with great sadness that I am notifying our 

members that an icon of Fairwind Yacht Club has recently 
passed away due to the complications of a long chronic 

illness. Emilio Basile was a very active Club member 
during the 1980s and 90s. He served as Treasurer, Vice 

Commodore, and Commodore. He was an active and an 

expert sailing instructor. 
In his later years as a club member he became a boat 

owner member. He was the co-owner of a beautiful 47 
foot cutter rigged sloop name Note Worthy. Note Worthy 
was a regular on our club cruises allowing many 

additional berths for club members to enjoy. Even as a 
boat owner Emilio stayed active as a small boat member 

so he could still train and check out new club members. 
Many of the things we enjoy in our club today came 

directly from his leadership. 
Emilio was a champion of many progressive ideas such 

as improved financial planning for our floating fund. He 

was instrumental in upgrading our boats to modern 
electronics and navigational aids, as well as fleet 

restructuring in order that more members had access to 
boats. Under his leadership we went from a fleet of eight 

boats where each boat was its own class and “move ups” 

to the next level were very difficult.  
As Commodore, Emilio helped bring in a second 30 foot 

inboard diesel vessel to our large class, as well as helping 
to expand the mid size class with our Hunter 26.5 in 

1988, which we are still enjoying today. 
Emilio was a great friend of our club. He loved sailing 

and he enriched our lives in so many ways. His presence 

will be truly missed. Please spend a moment honoring his 
memory and wishing him and his family Godspeed. 

If anyone desires more information please contact Ami 
Schniederman or Marc Levine at watermarc9@aol.com 

(Ensenada Cruise—Continued from page 6) 
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 July 2014, WSA Downwind Sailing Clinic 
Photos by Mike Gitchell 
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Date Destination Highlight/Activity 

Aug 13-17 Isthmus, Catalina Island Swim, swim, swim and dinghy too 

Sep 9 
Sep 10 
Sep 11 
Sep 12-14 
Sep 15 
Sep 16 
Sep 17 

MDR To CI Harbor 
Channel Islands Harbor 
CI Harbor to S. Cruz Island 
Santa Cruz Island 
S.C. Island to Ventura 
Ventura Harbor 
Ventura to MDR 

  
Shop, walk, visit 
Visit Willows and Prisoners 
 
Shop, eat, visit 

Oct 16-19 Isthmus, Catalina Island Kayak, Hike, Dinghy, Bar-b-que 

Nov 7-9* San Pedro Harbor Sight see, Trolley ride, eat 

 
* indicates a cruise particularly suitable for new sailors 

WSA 2014 Cruise Schedule 
By Melody Kanschat and Jeannea Jordan 

 

Come Cruising with WSA! 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2014 ASMBYC Calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays, but they are NOT listed on 

this calendar.  

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

August 2014 

10th Sun Pacific Cup Deepwater Series #1—CYC 

12th Tues WSA SUMMER PARTY 

13-17 WSA Cruise to the Isthmus, Catalina Island  

15th-17th Martin 242 North Americans—CYC 

23-24 Sat/Sun WOW/WAH—WSA/SBYRC/MVYC/PMYC 

26th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

September 2014 

9th-17th WSA Cruise to Channel Islands & Ventura 

9th Tues WSA General Meeting 

10th Weds Sunset Series Ends 

12th Fri Sundown Series DRYC 

13th Sat Harris Series—CYC 

20-21 Sat/Sun ASMBYC Champion of Champions Regatta 

23rd Tues WSA Board Meeting 

28th Sun Wayne’s Great Circle—SMWYC 

Participants (and friends) from WSA’s Intrepid Cruise south of the border 

http://www.asmbyc.org/
http://www.wsasmb.org/
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2014 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 
Commodore:  Mary Ho            Vice Commodore:  Debbie Feinerman 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Sharlyn Harley       Secretary:  Carey Meredith 
education@wsasmb.org             secretary@wsasmb.org 
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Jr Staff Commodore:  Jennifer Zannelli 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Melody Kanschat        Race Chair: - Jana Davis 

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Co-Chairs:  Melody Kanschat/Jeannea Jordan    Day Sail Chair:  open 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb.org 
 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  Mary Jo O’Neill 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Social Co-Chairs:  Fritze Rodic         Membership Chair:  Monica Morrell 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director:  Christina Tarantola   Publicity Chair:  Katherine Wu  
communications@wsasmb.org           pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Mike Gitchell 
 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

WSA—on the water since 1985! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service 

programs; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 
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