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Meeting Agenda for January 14, 2014 

6:30 pm—Social Hour 

7:30 pm—Light supper and business meeting 

8:00 pm—Speaker: Michaela Huss  

 

WSA’s entry in the 2013 Marina del Rey Holiday Boat Parade earned 
second-place for “Best Theme” thanks to the hard work of our many 
volunteers.  

(Photo of Boat Parade Committee) 
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 Commodore’s Corner 

by Mary Ho 
WSA had a very successful entry in the 
2013 Marina del Rey Holiday Boat 
Parade.  The theme of this year’s 
parade was “Holiday Magic.”  WSA 
member George Maronich generously 
offered his Catalina 42, My Time 3, 
once again as the parade boat. 

Every year there is a main theme for the parade.  
However, each boat usually has its own individual theme 
that fits in to the main theme.   After considering several 
ideas, the WSA design committee decided that our 

boat’s theme should be “How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas”.  After all, the Grinch was transformed from 
a curmudgeon into a generous giver by the magic of 
Christmas, so we felt this fit into the parade theme 
nicely. 

Construction day, December 7th, turned out to be a 
cold and very rainy morning.  A group of hardy WSA 

members, undeterred by the cold and wet, gathered 
together at SMWYC and began work on our float design.  
The work involved transferring the images of the Grinch, 
Cindy Lou Who, and Max the dog onto 4’x8’ pieces of 
foam core board.  Once the images were transferred, we 
then painted them.  Colored foil, left over from a 
previous boat parade, gave us the idea of using them on 

(Continued on page 4) 

January Meeting 
By Sharlyn Harley, Education Director 
 

On January 14, 2014, Michaela Huss will 
describe how she helped her sailing teacher 
sail his newly acquired 49’ Alubat OVNI from 
Turkey to the Canarian Islands during a four 
week race in Nov/ Dec 2012.  

 

Michaela will also tell us about their subsequent 
journey that started in Gran Canaria and ended in New 
Zealand six months later, traveling via Cape Verde, 
across the Atlantic to Brazil, Argentina (Patagonia), 
Beagle Channel (Tierra del Fuego), Chile (Patagonia), 
then across the Pacific via Robinson Crusoe Island, 
Easter Island, French Polynesia, Cook Islands, Samoa, 
and Tonga.  

 

Don’t miss this fascinating personal voyage! 

 

For our February meeting, Captain Holly Scott from 
Charlie’s Charts will be our speaker.   

Through beautiful slides and wonderful stories, Holly 
will share with us her recent adventure of sailing in the 
Sea of Cortez 

A splendid time was had by all at WSA’s 2013 Installation 
Dinner and Holiday Party. The raffle was a huge success 
and members gathered to recall 2013 and plan for the year 
to come. More photos on page 5. 
 

Photo by John Nelson 

 

The weather for the Holiday Boat Parade was 
excellent and our many volunteers worked hard 
to ensure that WSA’s entry was completed well 
ahead of time. Thanks to all who participated!  

“Gal Warnings” is always looking for photos 

and articles about WSA activities and our 
members! 

— Contact  Newsletter@WSASMB.org —  

Click below to join WSASMB on Facebook!  

mailto:Newsletter@WSASMB.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/59487422285/
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WSA RACING AND CLINICS IN 2014 
By Jana Davis, Race Chair 

As 2014 race chair, I want to first introduce 
myself and tell everyone how excited I am to 
be race chair of WSA this year. I look forward 
to a great year of racing and sailing in Marina 
del Rey.  
My goal is to not only help our newest 
members interested in racing but to also 

encourage our seasoned racers to share their 
experiences. So I first and foremost ask for the help of all 
of our racing members to send me your ideas, tips and 
suggestions when it comes to being a successful crew 
member here in MDR. I also hope to highlight our WSA 
racing successes, so I ask that our members email me 
with any of their racing activities throughout this year. 
(Don’t be shy) Contact me at Racing@wsasmb.org.  

 

Race Committee and Race Management 
Seminar 

 
Time: 10 am. to Noon 
Date: Saturday, January 11 
Place: Santa Monica Windjammers Yacht Club 
 
Join us and SMWYC for a race committee and race 

management seminar this Saturday. New and 
experienced racers, this is a great time to find out why 
the horn blows when it does and what all the flags mean 
when you're racing. This is also a great opportunity for 
racers and non-racers to find out how races are 
organized and run properly and to get on a race 
committee.  

The two-hour seminar will give a broad and 
comprehensive overview of regatta management. The 
seminar is open to everyone with novice to intermediate 
experience. Long-time racer and race organizer Steve 
Potter will lead the seminar. All attendees will be invited 
to participate on a race committee some time this 
season.  

No advance registration required. See you there!  

2013 Holiday Party Photos 
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some of the images in order to enhance how the colors 
would show up under lights in the dark.   

The final touch was to outline each figure with a strand 

of rope lights.  We were actually able to create the 
Grinch’s diabolical facial expression, complete with smile, 
with rope lights!  And as a final touch to the Grinch’s 
craziness, we used headlamps for eyes—two for the 
Grinch, and two for his dog Max.  We purposely turned 
the headlamps onto the red setting for the Grinch’s eyes. 

The following Saturday was the big day.  Another 
group of WSA volunteers gathered at My Time 3 at 8am 
to begin decorating.  Christmas lights were put up on the 
boat, the images of the Grinch and friends were hoisted 
onto the mast, bow and stern, and the boom lights were 
rigged.  The generator and PA system arrived and were 
installed on the boat.  We were done in record time, by 
2pm in the afternoon.  That gave everyone a few hours’ 
break before arriving back at the boat at 5pm for the 
parade. 

Weather conditions for the parade were ideal.  
Although Santa Ana winds had been predicted for the 
area, they never materialized into the predicted 20-25 
knots. Instead, we saw less than 10 knots all day.  It was 
a sunny day, and even became hot in the afternoon.   

(Commodore’s Corner — Continued from page 2) 
 

The evening was just as fine, and we had a great time 
parading around the course, waving and dancing to the 
music mix I had put together earlier in the week.  
According to friends onshore, the music came across 
clearly and our enthusiasm was evident.   

We were back at the dock at 8pm and again made 
record time tearing down our decorations, so much so 
that a group stayed and hung out in My Time 3’s salon, 
munching on snacks, enjoying drinks and chatting.  The 
next day the WSA boat was awarded 2nd place in the 
“Best Theme” category.  Wunderbar! 

A special thanks goes out to all who participated in the 
construction and decorating.  Our parade entry would not 
be possible without you.  And a special hats off goes to 
George Maronich, who offered up his boat a second time 
for our decorating mania!  We did a spectacular job, and 
WSA looks forward to our next boat parade entry in 
2014. 

MEMBERSHIP NOTES: 
 
If you know of someone interested in joining WSA, 

please direct them to http://wsasmb.org/membership/ 
for information on membership dues and easy 
instructions on how to join.   

New member discounts are available throughout the 
year! 

 
WSA Policies: 

Guests are allowed to attend up to two general 
meetings per year (excluding December, as it is a paid 
event) 

Only current members with a signed Waiver may 
participate in on-the-water activities including day 
sails and cruises  
Only current members may race under the WSA 
Burgee 
Regardless of when a member joins or renews, all 
rights of membership expire on December 31st of the 
last year for which dues have been paid 
 

HAVE YOU RENEWED FOR 2014? It’s easy! 
Just print out the PDF at this link, fill it out, 

write that check, and mail them in! Or use the 
online method at the Membership link above.  

 

Have you got your WSA gear yet? 

Don’t delay!  
 
Go to http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/ today and 
place your order. 

http://wsasmb.org/membership/
http://wsasmb.org/PDFs/2014_WSA_Membership_Application.pdf
http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/
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 Remembering Our 2013 Installation Dinner and Holiday Party 
Photos by Mike Gitchell 
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Date Destination Highlight/Activity 

Jan 18-20* Long Beach Harbor Shop, walk, restaurants 

Jan 30-Feb 2 Newport Beach Women’s Sailing Convention 

Mar 22-23* Redondo Beach/King Harbor Spring Solstice Cruise, shop, walk 

Apr 17-20 Isthmus, Catalina Island Easter Cruise, make hats, hike, dinghy, 
kayak, beach bar-b-que 

May 22-26 Avalon, Catalina Island Miniature golf, zip line, bar hop, hike, 
snorkel, swim, dinghy, kayak 

Jun 12-15 Isthmus, Catalina Island Hike, snorkel, swim, dinghy, kayak, beach 
bar-b-que 

Jul 2 
Jul 3 
Jul 4-6 
Jul 7 
Jul 8-10 
Jul 11 
Jul 12 
Jul 13 
Jul 14 

MDR to Dana Point 
Dana Point to San Diego 
San Diego Harbor 
San Diego to Ensenada 
Ensenada 
Ense. to  Santo Todos Santo 
Todas  to San Diego 
San Diego to Dana Point 
Dana Point to MDR 

  
  
Fireworks on SD Bay, sight see 
Sight see/wine tour/eat Anchor out under 
the Mexican stars 
  

Aug 13-17 Isthmus, Catalina Island Swim, swim, swim and dinghy too 

Sep 9 
Sep 10 
Sep 11 
Sep 12-14 
Sep 15 
Sep 16 
Sep 17 

MDR To CI Harbor 
Channel Islands Harbor 
CI Harbor to S. Cruz Island 
Santa Cruz Island 
S.C. Island to Ventura 
Ventura Harbor 
Ventura to MDR 

  
Shop, walk, visit 
Visit Willows and Prisoners 
 
Shop, eat, visit 

Oct 16-19 Isthmus, Catalina Island Kayak, Hike, Dinghy, Bar-b-que 

Nov 7-9* San Pedro Harbor Sight see, Trolley ride, eat 

 
* indicates a cruise particularly suitable for new sailors 

WSA 2014 Cruise Program 
By Melody Kanschat and Jeannea Jordan 

Joining Jeannea in 2014 to coordinate and conduct WSA’s cruises, Melody Kanschat learned to 
sail on lakes and reservoirs while attending college in the mid-west.   
She led the Inter-Collegiate Racing Team at Ball State University and quickly learned that while 
sailing was fun, it would be a lot more fun if you could do it in a warmer climate.   
Melody moved west (via Wyoming and Washington), pulling her 14 foot Sunfish behind her, 
finally settling in the Los Angeles area.  Based out of Channel Islands Harbor, she traded up to a 

24 foot Clipper Marine and began to explore the Channel Islands.  Melody has owned Harmony, a C&C 40, for 19 
years and has enjoyed many days of fabulous sailing along the Pacific Coast from Santa Barbara to Camp Kennedy, 
Mexico on the Baja Coast.  Join us for a 2014 WSA Cruise.  To reserve a spot email Jeannea Jordan and Melody 
Kanschat at cruising@wsasmb.org  

 

mailto:melodykan2@gmail.com
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Mark your calendar for Feb 9th and the NorthU "Boatspeed!" seminar taught by 
Steve LeMay at Del Rey YC.  
 

These North U events are always informative and educational (and fun!).  Steve is a great 
speaker who patiently answers questions and applies the material to real world, on-the-water 
situations.  Ask someone who has attended one of Steve’s seminars and they’ll tell you they 

definitely got their money’s worth!   
 
The North U “Trim” disc is included with the class and U.S. Sailing members can receive a 

discount. You can register online at www.NorthU.com or call North U at 1-800-347-2457.   
 

WSA proudly co-sponsors these seminars, so don’t delay! Register today!  
 

 

http://www.NorthU.com
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Upcoming Calendar of Events 
 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2014 ASMBYC Calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays, but they are NOT listed on 

this calendar. Contact Dianne Christman at wsadaysails@gmail.com for up-to-
date information or visit WSA’s calendar at our website! 

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

WSA SMB hopes you will see the light and take advantage 
of the new and flexible renewal options for your 
membership. Membership and waiver forms need only be 
filled out once (unless your information changes). You can 
also pay online or by check. And thank you for your 
membership and your support of women in sailing!  

February 2014 

Jan 30-Feb 2 Women’s Sailing Convention and WSA Cruise to Newport 

9th Sat North U Race Clinic—WSA/DRYC 

11th Tues WSA General Meeting 

15-16 Sat/Sun SCYA MidWinters 

25th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

January 2014 

4th Sat Berger/Stein #1—Malibu and Return—DRYC 

11th Sat WSA Race Clinic 

14th Tues WSA General Meeting 

18th Sat Champagne Series 1,2, 3—SBYRC 

18-20 WSA Cruise to Long Beach Harbor 

25th Sat  Champagne Series 4, 5—SBYRC 

28th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

http://www.asmbyc.org/
mailto:wsadaysails@gmail.com
http://www.wsasmb.org/
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2014 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 
Commodore:  Mary Ho            Vice Commodore:  Debbie Feinerman 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Sharlyn Harley       Secretary:  Carey Meredith 
education@wsasmb.org             secretary@wsasmb.org 
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Jr Staff Commodore:  Jennifer Zannelli 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Melody Kanschat        Race Chair: - Jana Davis 

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Co-Chairs:  Melody Kanschat/Jeannea Jordan    Day Sail Chair:  open 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb.org 

 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  Mary Jo O’Neill 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Social Co-Chairs:  Fritze Rodic         Membership Chair:  Monica Morrell 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director:  Christina Tarantola   Publicity Chair:  Katherine Wu  
communications@wsasmb.org           pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Mike Gitchell 
 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

WSA—on the water since 1985! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service pro-

grams; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:education@wsasmb.org
mailto:secretary@wsasmb.org
mailto:treasurer@wsasmb.org
mailto:jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org
mailto:racing@wsasmb.org
mailto:cruising@wsasmb.org
mailto:daysails@wsasmb
mailto:skippers@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:social@wsasmb.org
mailto:events@wsasmb.org
mailto:events@wsasmb.org
mailto:membership@wsasmb.org
mailto:membership@wsasmb.org
mailto:communications@wsasmb.org
mailto:communications@wsasmb.org
mailto:pr@wsasmb.org
mailto:newsletter@wsasmb.org
mailto:webmaster@wsasmb.org

