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Meeting Agenda for October 14, 2014 

6:30 pm Social Hour Begins 

7:30 pm Business Meeting at Refreshments 

8:00 pm Melody Kanschat on Sailing Apps for your computer & phone 
 

Location: Santa Monica Windjammers YC, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey 

  
 
 

What’s in the 
wind… 
 
 

Commodore’s 
Corner 
 
 
Channel Islands & 
Ventura Cruise 
Report 
 
 
Racing Report —  
2014 Recap and 
LEMWOD Update 
 
 
October Annual 
Business Meeting 
 
 
2014 Cruising 
Schedule 
 
 
Membership 
Renewal Bonus 
for 2015 
 Living in southern California means it’s always sailing season. A 

major part of WSA is its cruising program. Here is Mad Madeline 
sailing down the coast, returning from a cruise to the Channel 

Islands Harbor, the Channel Islands, and Ventura Harbor. Read all 
about it starting on page 4. 

 
Photo by Debbie Justers 
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 Commodore’s Corner 
by Mary Ho 

 

This month WSA has a team racing in 
the LEMWOD, which is a yearly one-

design regatta event for women’s 

racing teams. LEMWOD stands for 
Linda Elias Memorial Women’s One 

Design.  So who was Linda Elias? 
Linda Elias was one of the most successful female 

sailboat racers in Southern California.  She was a winner 

of the Women’s One Design regatta in 1992, 1994, and 
1996.   

Linda and her team managed to win in 1996 despite 
the challenges of struggling through the aftereffects of 

chemotherapy for ovarian cancer.  “It was exhausting,” 

she said.  “I had a hard time just standing up downwind 
steering the boat.  But I felt fortunate just to be out on 

the boat sailing with a group of ladies I really enjoy.  
Winning was a bonus.”   

Her one-design team went on to prepare for the 1997 
Transpac.  At the last minute, she was forced to pull out 

of the team due to complications from cancer.  Her team 

sailed without her, but she managed to make it to 
Honolulu to meet them at the finish.   

She returned to race in the Transpac in 1999, 
following earlier participation in 1989, 1991 and 1993.   

(Continued on page 3) 

October Meeting 
By Sharlyn Harley, Education Director 

 
There are so many apps available that 

have been developed for sailors and more 
are being released every day.  

WSA member Melody Kanschat will share the apps she 
uses while sailing and cruising and lead a discussion 

about using apps to brush up on navigation, charting, 
logging, and even knot tying skills. A hand out will be 

available with links and reviews of the apps sailors love 

to use. If you have a favorite bring the name or link and 
we will share it with the group.  

 
For November, our speaker will be Mike Priest. Mike is 

a staff Commodore at South Coast Corinthian Yacht Club 

and will speak about taking the "Leap of Faith" with boat 
deliveries worldwide.  

 

2015 Early renewal bonus — $110!   
 
Renew befor November 30th for 2015 and save 
$10 off  your membership dues. E-Newsletter 
readers can use the link below to take 
advantage of this great offer (or mail your 2015 
check today—our address is on the last page):  

http://wsasmb.org/membership/ 

Ever wonder why WSA members can’t get 

enough of cruises and sailing? Here are three 

beautiful reasons. 
Photo by Ruthe Small 

 

 

 

“OMG. You mean I could have saved $10 by 

renewing early for 2015? I’m such a 

dumbbell.” 

“Gal Warnings” is always looking for photos 
and articles about WSA activities and our 
members! 

— Contact  Newsletter@WSASMB.org —  

Click below to join WSASMB on Facebook!  

http://wsasmb.org/membership/
mailto:Newsletter@WSASMB.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/59487422285/


  3                                                                                                                          Gal’ Warnings 

  

Linda Elias was also a winner of the Southern California 

Yachting Association’s Peggy Slater Yachtswoman of the 
Year Award.  In addition, she was a past commodore of 

the Voyagers Yacht Club in Newport Beach, and a 

founder of both the Women’s Ocean Racing Sailing 
Association, and the LB/LA Women’s Sailing Association.   

Besides her sailing achievements, Linda was known as 
a mentor and teacher to other women who wanted to get 

into sailing and racing.  Her life and sailing career was an 
inspiration to many women sailors.   

After her death from cancer in 2003, the Women’s One 

Design regatta was renamed the Linda Elias Women’s 
One Design (LEMWOD) in her honor. Through it all, she 

never lost her love of sailing or of life. Here is a photo of 
her below with a teammate. (Linda is on the right.) 

 

(Commodore’s Corner — Continued from page 2) 
 

 
Have you got your WSA gear yet? 

We have it…  
 
Go to http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/ today and 
place your order. 

October meeting is also our Annual 
Business Meeting. 

At the October meeting we will present the slate of 

Officers and Directors to be voted on at our November 
meeting. We are still accepting candidates, so if you 

want to run or know someone who wants to run, let us 

know now! 
We are also accepting nominations for the Marilyn 

Butefish award. WSA’s most prestigious honor, the 
Marilyn Butefish Award, is presented annually by WSA in 

recognition of a club member who has made an 

exceptional contribution to the promotion of women's 
sailing through service to WSA. 

This gorgeous trophy is currently 
on display at Santa Monica 

Windjammers Yacht Club. 
Established in 1986, this perpetual 

award was created as a memorial 

to member Marilyn Butefish. Every 
year since then, WSA has proudly 

recognized award recipients for 
their exceptional contributions to 

WSA, specifically service that goes 

"beyond mere performance of 
duty." 

Any current WSA member (female 

or male) is eligible. A nomination can also include more 

than one member for an exceptional “team 
contribution”. 

To submit a nomination, please include the person’s 
name and a few sentences about why your nominee 

deserves this award. Nominations can be submitted to 

Commodore Mary Ho at commodore@wsasmb.org or 
Vice Commodore Debbie Feinerman at 

vicecommodore@wsasmb.org. Nominations may also be 
submitted at the October meeting. 

 

 

Renew Early and Save!  
You might be hanging on to the last of summer 
or gearing up for Halloween, but we’re already 
thinking about next year, and we hope you will, 
too! 

Renewing your WSA membership early not only 
ensures that you don’t miss a moment of the fun and 

activities we have going on, but it also saves you money. 
Renew for 2015 before November 30, and save $10 on 

the membership fee of $120. You can pay by Paypal 

through our website or you can mail to Women’s Sailing 
Association of Santa Monica Bay, P.O. Box 10034, 

Marina del Rey, CA 90295. If you have any questions, 
please contact Communications Director Christina 

Tarantola at communications@wsasmb.org. 

mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
https://mail.mednet.ucla.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=Oe4OSfONIUeASITMcz9WIx1rk9qqs9EIw8nb2AwL2yEftxP124_nqnBbaZiu17MiwwHWMM9mXcY.&URL=mailto%3acommunications%40wsasmb.org
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WSA RACING  
By Jana Davis, Race Chair 

 

It is said that Southern California does not 
have a racing season. According to my 

Chicago friends we are spoiled with races all 

year long. And while a true sentiment, this 
time of year does take a little digging to make 

sure you keep your calendar full.   Thank 
goodness for holiday-themed regattas to keep us on the 

water.  

But before getting to said regattas, the big women’s 
event coming this month is one you have heard me speak 

about on plenty of occasions (you ARE listening to my 
speeches, RIGHT?!?). That of course is the Linda Elias 

Memorial Women’s One Design being held October 17-19 

in Long Beach.  
This women’s event is entering its 23rd year, and our 

hard-sailing WSA crew led by Karyn Jones has been 
working together for months to represent WSA. So make 

sure to wish them luck.  The races will be held Saturday 
and Sunday but the party starts on Friday. Even if you 

don’t have a crew position, spectators are encouraged to 

come enjoy the parties and camaraderie. For those 
interested in making sailing connections with talented 

women sailors, you should consider heading down to 
Long Beach. 

Now about those holiday themed regattas… October 

12th is Oktoberfest hosted by SMWYC in conjunction with 
the Heather Perkoff Series of PMYC. In additional to the 

Heather Perkoff Perpetual Trophy for cruisers, the Glenn 
Thorpe Perpetual Trophy for PHRF will also be awarded.  

As the title of the event suggests, there will indeed be 
beer available but alas lederhosen is optional.  

If you find that Long Beach is just too darn far to 

attend LEMWOD, there are two races that same weekend 
in MDR. Saturday October 18th DYRC hosts the Monster 

Mash Regatta. The race committee of this event will be 
awarding prizes for best costumed crew. Might I suggest 

dressing as Team Oracle to really SPOOK the 

competition? 
Sunday October 19th is the final race of the three-part 

Pacific Cup Deepwater Series hosted by CYC. The title of 
this last race is “Catch Me If You Can”, promising an 

inverted start pursuit race. The Pacific Cup will be 

awarded to wrap this series. I’ve had the pleasure of 
assisting on mark set boat for these races and it’s been 

great fun to watch.So while true, we race here all year 
long and hopefully you’ll get into one or more of these 

coming events, it’s still a little sad to see the Wednesday 
night traffic in the channel start to thin.  It does leave me 

wondering though, if we say there’s no end of sailing 

season in SoCal can I continue to leave early from work 
on Wednesdays? 

 

WSA Channel Islands Cruise 
More than a sail … it was an event! 
Text by Jeannea Jordan — Photos by Debbie Justers and 
Ruthe Small 

 
Every cruise has its own 

unique footprint. Our 
western cruise to the 

Channel Islands was a 

flurry of logistics for me. 
There were 15 sailors at 

one time or another on 
four boats. Four boats 

needed slips in two 
harbors at different times and sailors that drove up 

needed parking permits and transportation from one 

harbor to the other. We wanted to catch-up with CI/WSA 
sailors in Oxnard and visit two fabulous museums. Of 

course, in between the hoorah, we wanted to sail, anchor 
at the islands and enjoy each other’s company. 

Skipper Cloyd Milton with Debbie Juster on Mad 
Madeline, Skipper Sam Wagner and wife Ruthie with 
Donna Haro on Ruthsm, and myself with Jeanne 

Dominguez on Chekkerrs steamed up the coast. Dolphins 
joined Mad Madeline and jumped and glided around her 

bow for over an hour. Around Pt. Dume motors were 

stilled and jibs snapped open. The inevitable race was on.  
Ruthie commented at 

the evening happy hour 
that it seemed odd that 

all three skippers 
thought they’d won the 

race. Sam, Cloyd, and I 

have sailed side by side 
for almost 20 years. So 

we all win sometimes. 
This time I’m sure it was 

me! Wasn’t it?  

From our new digs at CI’s Landings it was a long walk 
to the Whale’s Tail Restaurant for dinner.  Sam solved 

this problem by motoring Ruthsm with all of us on board, 
except Cloyd and Debbie who took the road less traveled 

and walked, to the public guest dock in front of the 
restaurant. The Channel Islands Maritime museum is 

conveniently located next to the restaurant and was a 

definite highlight.  
Mad Madeline’s crew member, Maria Langford is a 

docent at this fine museum and called ahead to make 
sure we had an excellent tour of the intricately carved 

model ship collection and maritime artifacts and paintings 

on display. Definitely a must see when you visit Channel 
Islands Harbor. 

That evening and the next morning our Santa Cruz 
Island crews arrived by car; Karen Sarpolus,  Maria 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Langford and Coco Leigh. The Santa Barbara Channel 

never disappoints and we had an exhilarating beam reach 
in 18+kts of breeze with choppy seas to our destination, 

the beautiful south facing cove of Coches Prietos. We 

anchored with the traditional bow and stern anchors and 
deployed our barn-door flopper stopper to ensure a good 

night sleep. Ruthsm’s crew reported they rocked and 
rolled and slept very little. Anchor watch was given to 

those of us who don’t sleep too much wherever we are. 
Our reward was a flawless night sky bursting with stars 

visible without all the mainland’s ambient light. 
A couple of trips ashore in the dinghy were an e-ride. 

We picked our landing spots on the beach with care and 

counted the wave sequence but still needed and 
appreciated the able assistance of Karen S. and Debbie J. 

steadying us in the surf. Karen, a masters swimmer, 

lightened our last return load by swimming back to Mad 
Madeline against a strong current. Truly impressive. 

Day 3 at the island we pulled up anchors and headed 
around the East end of Santa Cruz to Prisoners Cove. The 

Cove got its name in 1821 when 40 prisoners were 
relocated there from Santa Barbara by the Mexican 

Government. As far as we know they have since left. We 

enjoy Prisoners as one of the few places to anchor on 
one hook and it has a dinghy dock. We snorkeled, swam 

and hiked the trails leading up from the pier to see 
expansive vistas of the island and seas beyond.  

Each evening one of the boats hosted happy hour 

where we all shared stories and enjoyed the magic of 
laying at anchor off a deserted island. 

After two nights in Prisoners it was time to weigh 
anchor again and head the 24nm back across the channel 

to Ventura Harbor, our last ‘Port-of-Call’. The crew 

members that drove up were taken back to Channel 
Islands Landing to get their cars.  

We hooked up with our fourth boat, New Moon, who 
had come in before us with Skipper Hans Kosten and his 

crew, Carole Walsh. That evening we shared drinks and 
dinner at Brophy’s restaurant with a few women from 

Channel Islands/WSA. We had a great time and met 

some enthusiastic sailors that I’m looking forward to 
sailing with in the future.  

The next evening Melody Kanschat and Barbara Morris 
arrived and Chekkerrs happily served as their B&B. 

Melody had kindly arranged a tour of the Mullin 

Automotive museum in Oxnard for our remaining crew 
and served as our very knowledgeable docent.  

The Mullin is a well-appointed museum with a 
fascinating collection of Italian Bugatti cars dating from 

the 1920’s to the present. ‘Viva’ Melody and Barbara for 
providing transportation for the day and finding us an 

excellent Mexican Restaurant for lunch. 

Our last night in port Hans and Carole hosted a great 
happy hour and potluck dinner on the beautiful and 

spacious New Moon and told of the harrowing seas they 
encountered making their crossing of the Santa Barbara 

Channel.  

The last day, Fern Ross jumped on Chekkerrs and our 
fleet headed home. It was an amazing wing on wing ride 

with following seas. When Chekkerrs clocks 7+ over the 
ground hour after hour it doesn’t get any better than 

that. 

After more than 3,000nm’s under my keel sailing with 

WSA crewmembers, I am always appreciative of the 

helpful contributions, smiling faces and can do attitudes 

of so many of you. You are what makes our cruising 

program the success it is today. 

(Channel Islands Cruise—Continued from page 4) 
 

“Ladies, we 

shall never 

get home if 

you don’t 

give me 

some room!” 
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A Pep Talk: WOW/WAH 2015 
By Sue Service, WSA Staff Commodore 

 

It happens every year. The week before the WOW/
WAH regatta a dozen or more eager sailors come to me 

and ask, “Can you help me get on a boat for WOW/

WAH?” Unless you’re one of the lucky few that Fran can 
accommodate at the last moment aboard Lightning, it’s 

unlikely I’ll be able to find you a ride. I love your 
enthusiasm and interest, but to race in the regatta you 

really need to start working towards that goal weeks, if 

not months in advance. 
I want to encourage 

anyone interested in 
women’s sailing to get 

out and race in WOW/

WAH in 2015 and, to 
that end, I’m presenting 

you tips and tricks on 
how to get a team 

together. 
First off—start talking 

to potential boat donors 

NOW. Do this even if 
you do not intend to be 

a skipper. A boat owner 
needs to know and trust 

the crew that will take 

out their “baby”. Set up 
a time frame to sail 

together long before the WOW/WAH.   
A good plan is to commit to racing with the owner 

outside of WOW/WAH. This doesn’t mean your WOW 
team will drive in these events, but as crew you’ll learn 

how the boat is sailed, and the boat owner can establish 

if your team is ready to race without them, or if it would 
be a better idea to have them along. Remember, even if 

the owner is male, they can be onboard (but not driving) 
in the WAH division. 

How do you find these boat donors anyway? WSA has 

many skippers who have lent their boat out for past 

WOW/WAH regattas, ask around. Go to the after-party of 

any regatta during spring and early summer and talk to 
skippers and crew to try and gauge their interest. What is 

the worst that can happen—they might say “no”, but 
you’ll have met some new racers and maybe made 

connections for crew. 

Do as many clinics as you can—with our without your 
WOW team and boat. Clinics are a great way to try new 

positions, to find crew, or to be crew on a new boat. 
Heading up a WOW team (which does not necessarily 

mean you’re the driver) can be intimidating, but it is a 
rewarding experience and full of chances to learn.  

 
Find some friends who want to race next year 
and get started NOW mapping out your paths to 
success and fun! 
 

 
 

Where Are They Now?  
Keeping track of WSA SMB alumni…  

 

Joan Chandler hooked up with Margaret Pommert in 
Seattle to go sailing.  Both former WSA members, Joan 

was Education Chair and Margaret was our Cruise Chair.  

Here’s what Joan had to say about the adenture: 
 

“We were on a J/105 from Seattle Sailing Club - of 
which Margaret is a member. I was lucky enough to be 

her guest aboard the boat with other members of the 
Club.   

We took the boat from Shilshole Bay on Puget Sound 

into Lake Washington via Lake Union (home of the Duck 
Dodge and the “Sleepless in Seattle” houseboat).   

The trip involved going through the Ballard Locks in 
both directions and having four draw bridges raised each 

way (what power! - tooooot toot and they open).” 
 

Are you in touch with past WSA SMB members 
who have voyaged to new homes? We’d like to 
know how they’re doing, what they’re sailing, 
and anything else of interest to the membership. 

 ...Email newsletter@wsasmb.org... 
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 Channel Islands Cruise September 2014 
Photos by Debbie Justers and Ruthe Small 

WSA’s 2014 cruising schedule might be winding 
down (check the schedule on page 9), but that 
doesn’t mean you shouldn’t be thinking about 
where to go and what to see in 2015.  
 
Do you know someone who’d enjoy cruises with 
WSA and isn’t a member? Our best source of new 
members are referrals… that means you.  
 
How far can your modest membership dues take 
you in 2015? Ensenada? San Diego? Catalina 
Island? Two Harbors? Channel Islands?  
 
What a deal! Renew now! Refer now! And 
thanks! 
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 Channel Islands Cruise September 2014 
Photos by Debbie Justers and Ruthe Small 
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Date Destination Highlight/Activity 

Oct 16-19 Isthmus, Catalina Island Kayak, Hike, Dinghy, Bar-b-que 

Nov 7-9* San Pedro Harbor Sight see, Trolley ride, eat 

 
* indicates a cruise particularly suitable for new sailors 

WSA 2014 Cruise Schedule 
By Melody Kanschat and Jeannea Jordan 

 

Come Cruising with WSA! 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2014 ASMBYC Calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays, but they are NOT listed on 

this calendar.  

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

A WSA cruising destination—the Channel Islands. 

Photo by Ruthe Small 

November 2014 

7-9th WSA Cruise to San Pedro 

11th Tues WSA General Meeting 

25th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

October 2014 

12th Sat Oktoberfest—SMWYC 

14th Tues WSA General Meeting 

16-19th WSA Cruise to the Isthmus 

19th Sun Pacific Cup Deep Water #3—CYC 

28th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

http://www.asmbyc.org/
http://www.wsasmb.org/
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2014 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 
Commodore:  Mary Ho            Vice Commodore:  Debbie Feinerman 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Sharlyn Harley       Secretary:  Carey Meredith 
education@wsasmb.org             secretary@wsasmb.org 
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Jr Staff Commodore:  Jennifer Zannelli 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Melody Kanschat        Race Chair: - Jana Davis 

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Co-Chairs:  Melody Kanschat/Jeannea Jordan Day Sail Chair:  open 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb.org 
 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  Mary Jo O’Neill 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Social Co-Chair:  Fritze Rodic         Membership Chair:  Monica Morrell 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director:  Christina Tarantola   Publicity Chair:  Katherine Wu  
communications@wsasmb.org           pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Mike Gitchell 
 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

WSA—on the water since 1985! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service 

programs; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
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