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Meeting Agenda for December 8, 2015 

 

Holiday Party and Installation Dinner! 

 

Location: Santa Monica Windjammers YC, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey 

  
 
 

What’s in the 
wind… 
 
 

Commodore’s 
Column 
 
 
Holiday Party 
and Installation 
Dinner 
 
 
“Black Friday” 
Sailing Photos 
 
 
Thanksgiving on 
Catalina Island 
Photos 
 
 
 
 

Long-time 
WSA members, 

Bari Belcher 
and Marylyn 
Hoenemeyer, 

celebrated 
Thanksgiving 
at Cat Harbor 

on Catalina 
Island.  

 
Ahh, the 

southern 
California 
lifestyle…  

 
Nothing like it. 
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 Commodore’s Column 

by Debbie Feinerman 
 
A Time to Give Thanks! 
 

It's apt that I'm writing my writing my final 

Commodore’s Column as we gather for 

Thanksgiving, my favorite holiday. Aside from the delicious 
food and festive surroundings, what makes the day so 

special is that it is spent with family and friends with a 
simple objective: being together and giving thanks for all 

that we are able to enjoy. 

 
WSA has enjoyed a lot this year. We celebrated our 30th 

birthday and feted Marina del Rey on her 50th; we raced, 
cruised and day sailed; we caught up with friends and 

heard from interesting speakers at our general meetings; 

we expanded our horizons at the Women's Sailing 
Convention; we WOW’ed and we WAH’ed; and we made 

more friends as we welcomed guests and new members to 
our club. None of what we did or who we are would be 

possible without the participation of our members, the 
generosity of our skippers or the leadership of our chairs, 

officers and directors. Thank you all for the role you played 

in 2015. 
 

The year is not over, however, and we have two special 
events right around the corner:  our holiday party and 

installation dinner, and the Marina del Rey Holiday Boat 

Parade. Melody Kanschat and her band of merry elves are 
planning an exciting parade entry in keeping with the 

“Adventures on the Sea” theme. It’s not too late to join in 
our work party, boat decorating extravaganza and parade 

day participation. Your help is needed on Saturday, 
December 5 (building party) and Saturday, December 12 

(parade day decorating, riding and singing, and clean-up 

parties), so please join the fun!  
 

In the midst of preparing for the boat parade, we’ll 
gather on Tuesday, December 8 for our installation and 

holiday celebration. That will be a time to thank those who 

have served WSA this year and pledge our support for the 
incoming leadership team. I’ll pass the gavel to Melody and 

welcome the talented and enthusiastic group of officers, 
directors and chairs we elected last month. We’ll present 

the prestigious Marilyn Butefish Award and honor others 

for their unique contributions. We’re part of a very special 
organization, thanks to the unselfishness of members who 

give their time, and share their knowledge, experience and 
boats.  

 
It has been my honor to serve as your 2015 Commodore. 

I’m looking forward to a fabulous 2016 with WSA and wish 

each of you the best as we start that journey together. 
Here’s to a healthy, happy, prosperous and safe new year. 

 
See you on and around the water -- happy sailing! 

This Month’s Meeting 
By Sharlyn Harley, Education Director 

 

December’s meeting is our Installation 
Dinner and Holiday Party! 

 

For January, our very own Jeannea Jordan will be our 
speaker.  Jeannea will share the highlights from our 2015 

WSA cruises through pictures and, no doubt, hilarious 
stories.  She’ll also go over the upcoming cruises for 2016. 
 

Bari and Marylyn at a viewpoint on the trail 

overlooking the coast and Ben Weston 

Point, with San Clemente visible on the 

horizon.  

WSA “Snapshots” 
 

This month we celebrate Thanksgiving in 
southern California 

Susan Bonner enjoys a “black Friday” sail 

aboard Rascal with other WSA members. 

More photos on page 6. 
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Have you got your WSA gear yet? 
Go to http://wsasmb.org/wsa-gear/ today and 
place your order. 

Installation Dinner and Holiday Party 
At the December 8th meeting we will be celebrating 

the outgoing board and installing the incoming board for 

2016.  Dinner will be catered and servers brought in so 
that everyone can relax and enjoy the festivities.  Please 

go to PayPal to reserve your spot for this special 

evening.  Tickets are $35 per person.  Join the 
celebration!  (There will be champagne!)   

 
Correction to November Newsletter 

In the November 2015 issue of Gal’ Warnings, an 

article was published that incorrectly referenced Janice 
Johnson as teaching “Indecent Communications”.  Janice 

was a teacher of “Interpersonal Communications”.  The 
editors regret the error. 

Editors’ Note:  
 
As we prepare to hand off Gal’ Warnings to its new 

editor, we would like to thank everyone for your story 
and photo contributions during these past years. It’s 

members like you who make WSA and this publication 

a reality.  
May you always have fair winds and following seas, 

wherever you voyage.  
Sue & John    

https://www.facebook.com/groups/59487422285/
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WSA Racing Report 
By WSA Racing Co-Chair Jana Davis 

 
Looking back...racing forward 
 

The time of year is here to reflect and be 

thankful.  So easy to do as your race co-chair 
of 2015 because our WSA-SMB members 

have not only participated in many of the 

local racing events but have also graciously 
volunteered their time and expertise to help lead the way 

in these said events. 
I am THANKFUL to so many of you and to try to list all 

of the names that should be recognized this year would 

risk leaving one of you out.  So instead I send out a 
thanks to all who answered the call to make sure we 

continue to get women not only sailing, but SAILING 
FAST and to those of you willing to take a chance and 

realize that there is a racer in ALL of you. 
We started off 2015 in January co-sponsoring the Race 

Committee Training Seminar with SMWYC.  This free 

clinic welcomed a full house of racers new and old with a 
lively Q&A session and opportunities for our newest 

members to continue by actually getting on race 
committee boats for upcoming events. 

We continued the early racing education in March by co

-sponsoring a popular start clinic with SMWYC.  This 
event drew big numbers as seasoned crews looking to 

dust off the cobwebs along with new skippers building 
their confidence got an opportunity for actual on-the-

water starting scenarios and follow-up critiques. 

In May our organization took the helm of the Homeport 
Regatta.  This regatta in cooperation with ASMBYC and 

PMYC provided an opportunity for ALL new skippers to 
come out and not only learn about racing but to actually 

RACE.  Oh...and it was free.  HOW can this great event 
be free?  Because people like Sue Service and Fran 

Weber volunteer their time to run the pre-regatta 

seminar to get new skippers comfortable with the race 
procedures.  And people like Melody Kanschat volunteers 

her lovely boat and along with her able "Gilligan" Jeannea 
Jordan agree to run the race committee. 

August brought us the Women on the Water/Woman at 

the Helm Regatta  (WOW/WAH).  While this regatta is a 
collaboration amongst several local clubs, I'm proud to 

report our members were involved in every aspect of this 
women's regatta, including racers, promotions, RC, 

merchandise sales and party hosts. 
The month of October when many local clubs were 

winding down their schedules, we had two skippers with 

full crew racing in the charity event called The Regatta 
for Hope.  An Karyn Jones with a boat full of WSA-SMB 

members raced on a Catalina 37 (boat #9 sponsored by 
WSA-SMB) for the Linda Elias Memorial Women's One 

Design down in Long Beach.  The Linda Elias is a highly 

competitive race where Karyn and crew came home in a 

tie for second place. 
I am so thankful to be a part of the active racing 

associated with WSA-SMB.  And I hope all of you will 
continue to race and volunteer for these worthy events in 

2016. 

Speaking of 2016....please mark your early calendars 
for: 

 January 9 when WSA will again co-sponsor the Race 

Committee Training Seminar with Steve Potter and 
SWMYC. 

 February 6 for the SCYA Women's Sailing Convention 

 and February 20-21 you need to get on a boat for the 

SCYA's Mid-Winters, which is a racing event held all 

along our southern coast. 
 New in 2016 we are also going to team up with DYRC 

for a pre-WOW/WAH race clinic in conjunction with the 

Tannenberg Regatta August 13 and 14. 

Sail fast dear WSA crew.  And thank you for a 
wonderful 2015 of racing.  

 

Marina Del Rey Boat Parade- December 
12, 2015. 
By Vice-Commodore Melody Kanschat 

This year we light up the marina with a design that 

captures all of the WSA’s Adventures on the Sea.  Grand 
Marshall Florence Henderson will lead the way as boats of 

all shapes and sizes compete for bragging rights and 1st 

place prizes.  George Maronich’s lovely Catalina 42 ―My 
Time 3 will once again be our blank canvas.   SAVE 

THESE DATES and be ready to make boat decorating 
magic. 

 December 5, 9am till ?? --   Decorating at SMWYC 

 December 12, 9am till 5:00 or boat parade start -- 

Decorating on George’s Boat (Dock D1109– End of 

Panay Way). 
 December 12, 5:00pm till Parade End -- Ride on the 

boat, Sing, Wave, Dance, yell Merry Christmas till you 

are hoarse. 

 December 12, Parade End till finished—Tear down 

decorations, clean up George’s Boat, and pop a cold 
one to celebrate our sure-fire victory. 

If you have a creative design idea or would like to 
volunteer to help on any or all of our boat parade 

activities, please email Vice-Commodore Melody Kanschat 

at vicecommodore@wsasmb.org. 
No special skills required, just  a willingness to laugh, 

paint, wire tie, and celebrate with your good friends from 
WSA! 

mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
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 Thanksgiving at Cat Harbor 

A buffalo sighting during a sunny hike. 

Cat Harbor from the hiking trail. 
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 WSA members find a great way to enjoy “black Friday” 

Kathy StAmant, John Goebel, and Deliana Alamwidjaja  
relaxing on the trip out of Marina del Rey. 

Three Susans aboard Rascal. 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2016 ASMBYC Calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays, but they are NOT listed on 

this calendar.  

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

Aftermath of a boat fire—thankfully all were safe 

 
Photo by Susan Service 

December 2015 

8th Tues WSA Installation Dinner and Holiday Party 

12th Sat MdR Boat Parade 

January 2016 

2nd Sat Berger-Stein #1 Malibu & Return 

12th Tues WSA General Meeting 

16th Sat WSA Clinic: Race Committee Training 

23rd Sat Champagne Series 1,2, & 3 

26th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

27th Weds PRO Seminar at CYC 

30th Sat Champagne Series 4,5, & 6 

http://www.asmbyc.org/
http://www.wsasmb.org/
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2015 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 
Commodore:  Debbie Feinerman         Vice Commodore:  Melody Kanschat 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Sharlyn Harley       Secretary:  Carey Meredith 
education@wsasmb.org             secretary@wsasmb.org 
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Jr Staff Commodore:  Mary Ho 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Jana Davis          Race Co-Chair: - Cynthia Nibler & Jana Davis 

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Co-Chairs:  Melody Kanschat/Jeannea Jordan Day Sail Chair:  Mary Ho 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb.org 
 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  Mary Jo O’Neill 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Hospitality Chair:  Karen Sarpolus       Membership Chair:  Barbara Morris 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

Communications Director:  Christina Tarantola   Publicity Chair:  Carolyn Allport  
communications@wsasmb.org           pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Mike Gitchell 
 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

WSA—on the water since 1985! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service pro-

grams; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 
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