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Meeting Agenda for July 12, 2016
6:30 pm Social Hour
7:30 pm SUMMER PARTY & BBQ (members only)
8:00 pm Meeting & Games

Location: Santa Monica Windjammers YC, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey

Chekkerrs’ Skipper and WSA Cruise Co-Chair
Jeannea Jordan checking the wind direction on the

way home from Avalon.
— Photo by Barbara C. Morris
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Commodore’s Column
by Melody Kanschat

After much “to-ing and fro-ing” among
our founding fathers, the Continental
Congress voted in favor of the United
States independence from Britain on July

2,1776.  John Adams wrote to his wife Abigail that July 2
“will be celebrated, by succeeding Generations, as the
great anniversary Festival” and that the celebration
should include “Pomp and Parade…Games, Sports, Guns,
Bells, Bonfires and Illuminations from one End of this
Continent to the other.”  Except for the date and the
omission of sailboats…boy did John get that right!  

I am writing this column aboard my boat Harmony
while docked in America’s Cup Harbor in San Diego.  Our
fab cruise chair Jeannea Jordon has mustered up a four-
boat WSA fleet that has pomped and paraded from Marina
del Rey to Dana Point to Mission Bay and now to San
Diego.  Our final stop will be Avalon before returning to
Marina del Rey on July 7.  And yes, there have been lots of
games, sports, bells, bonfires and illuminations.  We will
have to wait till the end of the cruise to see if any guns
are drawn…but see some of the photos in this issue (page
9), to get an inkling about the annual 4th of July cruise to
San Diego.

All this frivolity has got me thinking about what a great
club the WSA is. I believe we have a cruising schedule
that is better than any other club in Southern California.
Our day sail program has really heated up in 2016, our
racers do us proud as crew, skippers and race committee
volunteers, and our speakers programs at the monthly
meetings have been top notch.  At $120 per year, WSA is
the best deal going for sailors in Marina del Rey and
effective this month, new members can try us out for just
$60 for the remainder of 2016.

As many of you will recall, I set an ambitious goal of
building our membership to 185 by year’s end.  We are
currently at 137 members.  Time is a wasting...but I still
think we can hit that goal if we all work to bring a guest
or two to our August through November meetings.  Your
sales pitch is simple…tell your friends and acquaintances
how much you love the club, let them know about all of
our on-the-water activities, bring them to a meeting for
free, and mention the bargain we have for new
members—just $60. 

Remember…the July members-only barbeque is at
Santa Monica Windjammers Yacht Club on Tuesday, July
12.  Members must RSVP by 6:00pm on Sunday July 10.
Click here to RSVP. We need to let SMWYC know how
many burgers to buy.  Ummmm.

July & August Meetings
by Carey Meredith, Education Director

The July membership meeting will be
our summer party, so there won’t be a
guest speaker, but there will be good food,
friends and some fun games.

Looking forward to August, our speaker will be Greg
Himes who is an ASA certified sailing instructor and
USCG certified captain. He is a charter captain and sailing
instructor at Blue Pacific Boating in Marina del Rey. He
has done five Baja Ha-Has and has cruised in Mexico for
nine seasons. 

The Baja Ha-Ha is an annual cruiser’s rally from San
Diego to Cabo San Lucas that has been happening for
over twenty years. This October, the 23rd annual Baja Ha-
Ha will take off with over a hundred boats on October
30th including at least two from WSA. 

Greg Himes and WSA member Jen Huszcza will talk
about all things Baja Ha Ha from prepping your boat and
choosing your crew to parties in Cabo and Mexican beer.
They will take you step-by-step down the coast of the Baja
Peninsula on overnight passages with brilliant sunsets
and sunrises while also talking about safety, provisioning,
watch schedules, and boat handling. They will show slides
and answer questions. 

WSA mourns the
loss of Staff
Commodore Dana
Hutton (2001), who
passed away on June
11, 2016.  Dana was
also a Staff
Commodore of
SMWYC and
ASMBYC, and a
tireless supporter of
women’s sailing.
She will be greatly
missed in the MdR
sailing community.

EIGHT BELLS

Dana Hutton

http://wsasmb.org/rsvp-for-upcoming-events/
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WSA Racing Report
By Vice Commodore Jana Davis
Guest Columnist

The countdown is on and I have only two
more newsletters to remind you about the
largest women’s racing event in Marina del

Rey known as Women on the Water/Woman at the Helm.
(Or to save you time just type WOW/WAH in your phone
calendars).

The can’t miss regatta is August 27-28 and always
includes a lively celebration following each day’s events.
This year Pacific Mariners Yacht club will be the host.

For those of you who are not familiar with this annual
race, we have three major categories:

Boats that wish to compete with an all women crew
(WOW)

Boats that wish to compete with a woman at the helm
(WAH)

Boats that wish to participate in the coed cruising class
(again with the stipulation there is a woman at the helm)

This event is about fun, camaraderie and celebrating
women sailors.  With a special emphasis on the WAH
division to get new skippers at the helm.  Each year there
is a brand new name on the WAH perpetual trophy.
Speaking of bling, this event has THREE (yes THREE)
perpetual trophies to be awarded.

WSA is not only a proud sponsor, but has several

winners amongst our membership.  I’m hoping we can
add more WSASMB names to that group this year.   

Now is the time for skippers to start gathering their
crew and get a little practice time in.  A perfect time will
be the WOW Wednesdays at CYC’s Sunset Series.

WOW/WAH is coordinated through ASMBYC and
includes the participation of many of our local clubs and
associations.

As regatta chair I’m also looking to add to my race
committee volunteers. So if you don’t want to race but
want to be part of this celebration of women racers in
other ways, you can contact me at
vicecommodore@wsasmb.org.

2015 WOW/WAH Cruising class winner My Time 3 with...............
...

The starting line of the 2015 WOW/WAH.

mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
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WOMAN AT THE HELM 2016
WOMEN ON     THE WATER

Ladies Hoist Your Sails!
The largest Women’s Regatta in Marina del Rey is back!
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This annual event sponsored by The Association of Santa Monica Bay Yacht Clubs
and these local clubs: WSASMB, SBYRC, PMYC, CYC, DRYC, SMWYC

Are you up for the challenge 
of taking the helm?
This competitive two-day event 
hosts three main categories:

• All women’s team (WOW)
• Co-ed teams with a woman at the helm (WAH)
• Cruising class (WOW/WAH)

Three prestegious perpetual
trophies on the line!

For information contact:
vicecommodore@wsasmb.org

Regatta Chair: Jana Davis

Or visit: wsasmb.org/wow-wah

August 27-28, 2016

mailto:vicecommodore@wsasmb.org
http://www.wsasmb.org/wow-wah


Membership has it’s privileges

Do you have your membership card?
Pick yours up at the next meeting so you
can enjoy all the privileges of membership

at Santa Monica Windjammers and
other area Yacht Clubs!

See a full list of recipricol clubs on our website.

Tuesday, July 12
6:30 pm

@ SMWJC - MEMBERS ONLY

Summer
Party

Women’s Sailing Association

Summer
Party

Women’s Sailing Association

RSVP REQUIRED
Visit:

http://wsasmb.org/rsvp-
for-upcoming-events/

RSVP FOR MEETINGS
Please RSVP for the meeting so we can
guarantee a food count number. RSVPs

are due the SUNDAY before our TUESDAY
meeting. For the July 12 meeting RSVP by

Thursday July 7 at 6:00 pm by visiting
http://wsasmb.org/rsvp-for

-upcoming-events/

WSA Snapshots...

WSA Skipper Gary Green and Green Dragon 2 took first in the
PHRF A Class on the race from MdR to Cat Harbor. This was race

four of the Berger/Stein series. – Photo by Mike Gitchell.

• Great Food • Good Friends
• Fun Games • Prizes

Our social director Mary Jo wants
everyone to be sure to bring their

lie detectors!

5 Gal’ Warnings

http://wsasmb.org/yacht-club-privileges/
http://wsasmb.org/rsvp-for-upcoming-events/
http://wsasmb.org/rsvp-for-upcoming-events/
http://wsasmb.org/rsvp-for-upcoming-events/
http://wsasmb.org/rsvp-for-upcoming-events/


6 Gal’ Warnings

Cruising to Avalon aboard Mad Madeline
By Nicola Lamb
Photos by Cloyd Milton

There were four of us aboard Mad Madeline; our Capt.
Cloyd Milton, his mate, Maria Langford, crew Mike
McGuire and yours truly, Nicola Lamb.  We cast off our
lines at 8:37 a.m. and headed out in an overcast sky. We
motor-sailed across our place in the Pacific along with
Checkkerrs and Ruthsm. 

Sometimes the sea is quiet and seems empty but today
we were greeted by a pod of very small dolphins.  Then
came the big dolphins. Since I am not familiar with all
species of dolphins they were “big” and “small.”  But the
prize was sited by Mike.  He was talking, then pointed, as
if lost for words…a big black shape was rising to the
surface.  A whale …no mentioned species by other crew
members, so I will rely on my vast sailing terminology
and say a “big” black whale. It went down, heading north
then rose, I think, for our benefit.  The whale finally dove
deep, showing off its flukes.  So remarkable. Mysterious.
Wonderful.  All WSA boats stopped motoring and just
beheld our big whale. 

We couldn’t have asked for a better passage, except
perhaps wind heading where we were bound.  While
“auto” took the helm, Maria introduced a game where
someone says a word, just one, from a song and the rest
of us have to complete the song with the five preceding
words—sung, of course.  I still maintain that there are no
songs containing the word “even.”

We came into Avalon and easily found our mooring,
joining Chekkerrs and Ruthsm in front of the bell tower.
Dingy and kayaks inflated, we headed to Ruthsm for a
potluck dinner.  Food was great and plentiful as always on
a WSA Cruise.  Once, I was onboard a boat where every
member of the crew brought a tub of hummus… on Mad
Madeline, we had yogurt – lots of yogurt. Friday and
Saturday seem to blend together with activities and naps.
We kayaked and ate and kayaked. Walked, hiked,
miniature golfed and ate again. There were games of

scrabble and cards played aboard Ruthsm.  Jeannea took a
break, relaxing in her hammock on the foredeck of
Chekkerrs while Karen, Barbara and Ruthie had a spa day.
Speaking of miniature golf, which I customarily avoid, if
one ever needs an enthusiastic partner, go no further
than Maria.  It took me 10 strokes to get the ball into a
hole and she shouted “good for you, only 10 strokes!”
You can’t ask for anything more than a positive attitude.
(Barbara Morris of Chekkerrs provided me with valuable
info regarding my approach to particular holes.)  With
our three teams, adding and subtracting scores, Jeannea
was the winner of the
golf tournament. This
was a challenging
course.

Most things went
smoothly aboard Mad
Madeline, nothing to
lose your “head”
over…thank you
Cloyd for your super
skills and knowledge.
Sunday came too
soon.  9:00 a.m. all
gear and floating
devices stowed, I said
goodbye to the blue sky and sun, dropping stern line then
bow, letting the sand line settle on the bottom of bay.
Sailing home, we seem to be the only boats on the ocean,
always in sight of one another.  We entered the
breakwater at 3:00 p.m. and had Mad Madeline tucked in
before dark. Aboard Chekkerrs captains and crew
gathered for a lite supper of leftovers — a little wine and
lots of yogurt.

It is great to sail with people with so much experience
and good humor. And I appreciate the opportunities to
learn from everyone.  Thank you Cloyd, Maria and Mike.

Mike McGuire and Nicola Lamb enjoying the view of Catalina
from the foredeck of Mad Madeline. 

Maria Langford and Mike McGuire aboard Mad Madeline. 

Chekkerrs.
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Avalon cruisers, Coco Leigh, Jeannea Jordan, Karen Kuchel, Maria Langford, Mick McGuire, Ruthe Small, Nicola Lamb, Sam
Wagner, Cloyd Milton and Barbara Morris after a rousing game of miniature golf.

Above: Mike heads out for some kayaking. Below: Karen
enjoys the whirlpool at the Catalina Island Spa.

The Mad Madeline crew: Mike, Cloyd, Maria and Nicola.

More photos from the Avalon cruise. –Photos by Barbara C. Morris



DATE DESTINATION HIGHLIGHT/ ACTIVITY

August 11 – 18 Catalina Island Around Catalina Island Cruise
Goat Harbor - Emerald Bay - See the smaller coves of the
Little Harbor - Avalon island, hike, snorkel, swim,

kayak, BBQ

September 5 – 12 Ventura - Santa Barbara - Santa Cruz Islands Channel Islands Cruise
Swim, hike, spelunking and 
more remote adventures

October 26 – Baja-Ha-Ha Baja-Ha-Ha Cruise
November 12 San Diego-Turtle Bay (Bahia Tortugas) - 23rd annual Baja-ha-ha event 

Bahia Santa Maria- Cabo San Lucas, Mexico where many boats travel to Mexico.

WSA 2016 Cruise Schedule
By Cruise Co-Chairs Jeannea Jordan and Wendy Northup
Join us for a 2016 WSA Cruise. To reserve a spot email Jeannea at jeannea1042@gmail.com
or Wendy at wanorthup@gmail.com or cruising@wsasmb.org.
If you have questions, feel free to phone Jeannea at (818) 368-6776.
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WSA DAY SAILS
Day sails are usually on the weekends.

Upcoming day sails are announced by email a

few days prior to the sailing date. Be sure to

add wsadaysails@gmail.com to your contacts

so you don’t miss a sailing opportunity.

ATTENTION RACERS
Want to know about ALL the

upcoming local races? Check out

the 2016 ASMBYC calendar at

www.asmbyc.org

Do you know of something of
interest to our members?

Have photos from a WSA sailing
experience? Please send to
newsletter@wsasmb.org.

WSA member Karen Kuchel on whale watch
during the Avalon Cruise.

– Photo by Barbara C. Morris

mailto:wsadaysails@gmail.com
www.asmbyc.org


San Diego Cruise Photo Preview
At the time of publication, the San Diego cruise was

still underway. Pictured (clockwise): George Maronich
raising the WSA burgee after anchoring in Mission Bay;
Diane Hubner, Kevin Flick and David MacIntosh on the
foredeck of My Time 3 during a specataular day sail in
San Diego Bay; Happy hour aboard Harmony;  and
Barbara (yours truly) taking time out from the festivities
to work on this newsletter.
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Tues. July 12 WSA Annual Summer BBQ - (RSVP Required)

Tues. July 26 WSA Board Meeting

Tues. July 26 WSA Board Meeting

Tues. Aug. 9 WSA General Meeting

Thurs.-Thurs. Aug. 11-18 Around Catalina Island Cruise

Tues. Aug. 23 WSA Board Meeting

Sat.-Sun. Aug. 27-28 WOW-WAH

Sat.-Sun. Aug. 27-28 WOW-WAH

Mon.-Mon. Sept. 5-12 Channel Islands Cruise
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2016 Calendar of Upcoming Events

WSA is Recruiting Skippers for the Women’s
One Design Linda Elias Memorial Regatta

The Women’s One Design Regatta is sponsored by
the Long Beach Yacht Club and the Long Beach WSA
and will be held October 14-16, 2016. WSA of Santa
Monica Bay has annually sponsored one or two
entries to promote women’s sailing and create
opportunities for both existing members and
potential members.

WSA of SMB plans to budget funding for up to 50%
of the cost for up to two entries, including boat
charter and entry fee. The skipper and/or crew will
need to fund the remaining balance of the boat
charter and entry fees, the damage deposit and any
incidentals. Final decision on funding will be at the
sole discretion of the board.

Interested skippers must submit a written request,
including the skipper’s racing resume, to the WSA
board. No requests will be considered after August 15.
Only applications from current WSA members will be
considered. Requests for funding can be mailed to
The Women’s Sailing Association of Santa Monica
Bay, PO Box 10034, Marina del Rey CA, 90295.

The WSA board will evaluate requests based on the
following factors:

• The skipper’s overall sailing experience.
• The skipper’s racing history in terms of number

of races entered and overall record.
• The skipper’s ability to recruit and train crew.

Requests for funding will be reviewed at each
month’s board meeting, beginning with the April
meeting. Skippers accepted for funding will be
notified on the 30th of that month. Requests that are
not accepted at a board meeting are held over to be
reviewed in upcoming board meetings, along with
any newly received requests.

Final authorization for funding from the WSA is
contingent upon approval of the skipper(s) by the
Long Beach Yacht Club Sailing Foundation, the
organization administering control of the boats used
in this regatta.

The skipper is entirely in charge of who will be on
her crew, with the sole proviso that all crew members
be members of the WSA at the time of the regatta.
Skippers who have been accepted for funding will be
announced to the general membership by email and
in the following month’s newsletter, and at the
following month’s general meeting. WSA members
are encouraged to contact skippers in order to
possibly obtain a crew position.

Further information about the regatta, visit
www.lbyc.org.

www.lbyc.org


Membership Co-Chairs: Barbara Morris & Pam Silver
membership@wsasmb.org

Race Chair: Nicole Harnett
racing@wsasmb.org

Day Sail Chair: Kathleen Milnes
daysails@wsasmb.org

Cruise Co-Chairs: Jeannea Jordan & Wendy Northup
cruising@wsasmb.org

Hospitality Co-Chairs: Kiela Hine & Diane Larson
events@wsasmb.org

Publicity Chair: Carolyn Allport
pr@wsasmb.org

Newsletter Co-Editors: Carolyn Allport & Barbara Morris 
newsletter@wsasmb.org

Webmaster: Barbara Morris
webmaster@wsasmb.org

Historian: Mike Gitchell

Commodore: Melody Kanschat
commodore@wsasmb.org

Vice Commodore: Jana Davis
vicecommodore@wsasmb.org

Jr Staff Commodore: Debbie Feinerman
jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org

Secretary: Avghi Constantinides
secretary@wsasmb.org

Treasurer: Karen Sarpolus
treasurer@wsasmb.org

Fleet Captain: Wendy Northup
fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org

Communications Director: Jen Reed
communications@wsasmb.org

Education Director: Carey Meredith
education@wsasmb.org

Social Director: Mary Jo O’Neill
social@wsasmb.org
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P.O. Box 10034, Marina del Rey, CA 90295

2016 WSA Board 2016 WSA Committee Chairs

MISSION STATEMENT
To promote and support women’s sailing based on

the following principles:
• To provide educational opportunities
• To provide information on gaining access to races, cruises
and other Santa Monica Bay activities

• To support “Youth in Sailing” community service programs
• To support established sailing programs for women
• To enhance networking opportunities

WSA – on the water since 1985!


