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Meeting Agenda for November 8, 2016
6:30 pm Social Hour
7:00 pm Business meeting and dinner
7:45 Adjournment.

Location: Santa Monica Windjammers YC, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey

Mike Gitchell, Jenesa Kurland and Jeannea Jordan sail
aboard Harmony from Marina del Rey to San Diego

on the first leg of the Baja Ha Ha.
—Photo by Melody Kanschat

What’s in the
wind…

Commodore’s Column

Linda Elias Memorial
One Design Regatta

Baja Ha Ha Begins

Boat Parade
Preparations

NEW!
RSVP REQUIRED

DON’T FORGET

RSVP for
upcoming
meetings

Visit www.wsasmb.org or
email: rsvp@wsasmb.org

RSVP deadline
is the Sunday before

the meeting.

Renew Early
and Save!
Renew for 2017 before
November 30, and save $10
on the membership fee of $120. 



2 Gal’ Warnings

Commodore’s Column
by Melody Kanschat

Election Time! I hope your Halloween
was a happy one (not too many spooks or
gummies) and you are looking forward to a
great November and December to finish

out our year.
Our November WSA elections meeting on Tuesday

November 8, will be devoted to elections, a few business
items, a light dinner, and an early adjournment so you
can get home watch the national election results.
Cocktails and on-site voting from 6:30-7:00, dinner and a
short business meeting at 7:00 with adjournment at 7:45.
If you cannot attend the meeting be sure to cast your
ballot by mailing it to the WSA post office box
(must arrive by November 7), or voting via email
using the direct link that was emailed to you on
Oct. 27. Email votes must be in by November 6.
For more info see page 7.

My sincere thanks to Debbie Feinerman and
Monique Delmar for creating our online voting
option. I am so happy we were able to provide
this convenience for our membership and I look
forward to more “yes we can” innovations from
our Board in the future.

On the WSA slate you will find a list of
volunteers who are prepared to work hard for
our club in 2017. My thanks to each and every
one of the Directors, Board, and Chairs for
agreeing to help shepherd our club forward. It
takes a lot of time and dedication to do these
jobs, but mostly it takes a deep belief in the
values that the WSA upholds.

Our slate also features a school (get it?) of
nominees for the Marilyn Butefish award. Each
of these members have shown their stuff above
and beyond the call of duty for the betterment of
our club and its members. No matter which
candidate you support, please take a moment at
the next meeting to thank every one of these
dedicated members for all they do for us!

With November here, we are all anticipating
our holiday party and the boat parade. While I
am sailing on the Baja Ha Ha, I’ll be dreaming
up ideas to support Jana in her role as Vice
Commodore as she produces these important
year-end events. If you’d like to lend your
brainpower, artistic flair, or sweat-equity to
these endeavors, please let Jana know by
emailing her at vicecommodore@wsasmb.org.

Enjoy your November!

Monthly Meetings
by Carey Meredith, Education Director

We wrapped up our series of monthly
speakers in October with a fascinating
presentation by Marilyn Cassedy who spoke
about the 750 mile “Race to Alaska”.

I’m grateful to all of the people who came to speak
throughout the year and for the opportunity to serve as
Education Director.

November’s meeting will be a quick one so that people
can have more time to watch the elections on television.
December’s meeting is our annual holiday party which
promises to be fun and festive.

Marina del Rey Boat Parade – December 10
by Jana Davis

YOU’LL WANT TO BE A PART OF THIS AND…I NEED
YOUR HELP!

The holidays are fast approaching which means the Marina
del Rey Holiday Boat Parade is fast approaching as well. This
is a call out and challenge for WSA members to help us put
together our winning entry again this year.  There are several
opportunities where you can lend a hand, big and small. 

I’m looking for the creative, the handy and the just darn
jolly, to volunteer some time and help me follow in our
winning tradition. All skill levels are welcome. 

Here are the dates to clear your calendars for (pick one or
all):

December 3: Decorating preparation at SMWYC. 9am -
until they kick us out — we will glue, hammer, paint, saw,
eat, dance and get our winning idea together.

December 10: Pre-parade boat decorations. 9am-5pm —
Volunteers to come help us put our winning ideas on the
BOAT!

December 10: 5pm to end of parade — Ride on the boat,
wave, sing and dance (yes there will be dancing). This is the
team that will put us in the running for MOST SPIRITED!
Come be jolly!

December 10: Parade end until we’re done - Tear down
decorations and celebrate another successful holiday parade. 

If you have a creative design idea, just want to know what
the fuss is all about, or would like to volunteer to help on any
or all of our boat parade activities, please email Vice-
Commodore Jana Davis at vicecommodore@wsasmb.org. 

There’s no better way to get in the holiday spirit than to
help decorate a sailboat, so get on board. Besides...I NEED
you. I can race a little but do you REALLY want to leave it to
me to decorate?
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WSA Racing Report
By WSA Racing Chair Nicole Harnett

In this month of Thanksgiving, you can
be thankful that there are still racing
opportunities. Check out these upcoming
on-the-water activities.

November 5th is our local “Head of the Marina” Rowing
event in the Marina Channel during the morning. (Come
volunteer or watch)!  As a reminder, Sunday the 6th of
November Daylight Savings Time ends.

Saturday, November 12th, Redondo Beach Yacht Club
is hosting the Turkey Shoot Regatta from 1PM -5PM see
www. redondobeachyachtclub.org for information.

Sunday, November 20, 2016 is DRYC’s annual pre-
Thanksgiving Drum Stick Regatta, with celebration
starting at 5:30PM at DRYC (Del Rey Yacht Club)
afterward. There is no charge for this inter-club race. A
trophy presentation and post-race party follow the day’s
events, so come socialize with club members afterward. If
you’re a lucky winner, you may even get a turkey to take
home for Thanksgiving! See www.dryc.org for NOR, SI
and Race Entry.

Saturday, December 3rd King Harbor Yacht Club is
hosting the Christmas Regatta. They also have CHRF
Races Sunday afternoons: November 13th (Race #10) and
December 4th (Race #11). Check www.KHYC.org for
further details and Notice of Race.

If you’d like to continue the holiday spirit, the Westlake
Yacht Club is hosting both a Turkey Day Regatta on
Sunday, November 13th and Kris Kringle Regatta Sunday,
December 4th.  Please see the Westlake Yacht Club site
for details, registration and Westlake Management
Transient Boat Form:  http://westlakeyc.org/Racing

The Frank Guernsey Single-Handed Challenge has
been rescheduled for November 5th. This race is the
perfect chance to see colorful spinnakers of boats racing
to the finish line. Dozens of boats participate so it’s also a
great opportunity for photographers to get pictures of
billowing sails on the ocean. Viewing sites are available
throughout King Harbor, the Redondo Beach Pier and
along the Esplanade. Sailors who want to participate
should check with Redondo Beach Yacht Club to confirm
race details 310.374.4838.
High Proint Series Results

The High Point Series is complete for 2016! The overall
champion is Curt Johnson on Avet (PHRF A), the 2016
Home Harbor trophy goes to Denny Browne on A Capella
(Class B). The annual High Point Series consists of 12
races — six races each from King Harbor and Marina del
Rey. The LEMWOD team hard at work.

—Photo courtesy of Joysailing

Linda Elias Memorial Regatta
by Jana Davis

WSA’s tradition of sponsoring a successful boat in the
Linda Elias Memorial Regatta, continues.

There are three local events for women who love to
race that I think should be circled on your calendars each
year.  There is the She Devil Regatta in King Harbor, my
beloved Women on the Water/Woman at the Helm
(WOW/WAH) regatta in Santa Monica Bay and the Linda
Elias Memorial Women’s One Design (LEMWOD) in Long
Beach.  

The Linda Elias Memorial Regatta recently celebrated
its 25th anniversary with a very successful and highly
competitive two days of racing on October 15 and 16.  I’m
proud to say that WSASMB again was able to sponsor one
of the boats that raced.   I’m equally proud to say I was a
member of the all-WSA crew that raced on boat #8.

We raced amongst crews coming in from all over the
west coast including teams from San Diego, San
Francisco and Seattle. 

Your crew this year brought home a 6th place finish
out of the eleven Catalina 37’s that took to the course.
For the record,  eleven Catalina 37’s are the entire fleet
that Long Beach Yacht Club has to offer.  So basically it
was a sold out event.  

Our best finish for you came in the 3rd race out of
seven.  This was day one of the regatta where we finished
second place just seconds behind the winner.  One of my
favorite races actually came on Sunday in our last race
where we came in 5th.  In that race the wind started
picking up and we went through some adverse conditions.

Continued on page 4
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LEMWOD - continued from page 3

We proved to ourselves that we had learned a lot.
The Linda Elias Memorial takes a lot of commitment

from able skippers and willing
crews. Most important, there
must be a commitment from
WSA to continue our support
and to sponsor a team in this
important event.

Your 2016 WSA crew
included:  Skipper - Karyn
Jones, Tactician - Stine Cacavas,
Mainsail Trim - Julie Coll,
Downwind Trim - Carey
Meredith, Upwind Trimmers -
Lara Jacques and Jen Huszcza,
Grinders - Debbie Feinerman
and Nancy McKinney, Pit - Mary
Ho, Mast Person - Jennifer
Arrington, Bow Person - Jana
Davis and the all -important
“Squirrel” — Bari Belcher.

Making a Difference on the Water — One
Regatta at a Time, One Girl at a Time.
by Julie Coll

I was very happy to be a part of this year’s WSASMB
team for the 2016 Linda Elias Memorial Women’s One
Design regatta. I was a last minute add on after some
drama kept our King Harbor Yacht Club team from
getting our entry in on time. It was nice to burst out of
my local bubble and race with new people and stretch my
skills. I was excited to make new friends and to get back
on a big boat. At our first practice Karyn told me I would
be doing main trim. I thought, “Awesome I got this,” and
I did until the breeze picked up. I quickly realized I was
going to have to spend the next week getting my big boat
muscles back. It was interesting being back on, what to,
me felt like an aircraft carrier compared to my little
Martin 242…so much space, so many people, and so
much load.

Like many of you, I enjoy racing. I love the mental and
physical challenges it brings along with the camaraderie
from shared experiences on a boat. I like participating in
women’s races because it forces us to rely on ourselves.
There is no “easy boy button” on the boat. The challenge
is pulling a team together that can get the job done in a
positive way so that everyone on the crew feels that their
contribution is valuable. Our team certainly had a

positive, friendly vibe and girls eager to race and give it
their all.

As with any regatta, our team had moments of
greatness...by not so many. The competition was fierce
and even the tiniest of mistakes impacted, not only our
team, but all teams. Everyone needed their “A” game for
sure, especially when the breeze came up. We beat some
boats, some boats beat us and our team ended up
finishing in the middle. 

For me, the highlight of the whole regatta was when I
was coming back from a bathroom run on the last day. A
mom was at the top of the ramp explaining to her eight
year-old daughter that all the boats only had female crew.
Even though I needed to get back to the boat, I took a
moment to stop and chat. I asked her if she was learning
to sail. She said, “yes.” I asked, “Do you like it?” She
answered, “I love it!” I said, “me too. Keep at it even when
you get frustrated. I promise it will all be worth it.” Her
mom then said, “see honey, that could be you in twenty
years.” I said, “are you kidding me? If you work hard, they
will want you on their teams in less than ten.” She broke
into a big grin. 

Being out on the water as female racers, whether we
win or lose, does matter. We are reaching down to the
next generation of girl sailors and showing them what is
possible. So as we all move on to other regattas and other
teams, remember we are bridging the gender divide and
creating change on the water one girl at a time. 

Read one team member’s account below. Cheers to
another amazing weekend of women racing.

WSA Members: Stine Cacavas, Bari Belcher, Jen Huszcza, Mary Ho, Nancy McKinney, Jana
Davis, Karyn Jones, Jennifer Arrington, Julie Coll, Lara Jacques, Carey Meredith and
Debbie Feinerman along with event organizers Deb Kelly, LBWSA Jr. Staff Commodore

and LBWSA Commodore Mary Hollen.
—Photo courtesy of Joysailing
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Marina del Rey to San Diego – First Leg of
the Baja Ha Ha on Harmony
by Melody Kanschat

I busied myself aboard making lists and finishing small
projects. Jeannea Jordan and Mike Gitchell were at the
helm. Jenesa Kurland had settled in on the foredeck with
some magazines, and Margarita “Tita” Cruz snoozed on
the life raft catching the occasional sun beam. It was
overcast and dead calm. No way to start the biggest
sailing trip of your life!

We arrived in San Diego after two days of no wind. We
took a break in Dana Point to have some dinner and a
little rest and quiet. I was frustrated. Harmony was fully
loaded. Three extra sails, 90 gallons of water, 48 gallons of
diesel, three anchors and 300 feet of chain, a dinghy, a life
raft, two kayaks, spare parts and extra tools, a crew of five,
a case of wine, and seven big bags of corn chips. The boat
looked like the Beverly Hillbillies were coming to town.

I was anxious to sail to see the effect the extra weight
would have on our speed and handling. Aside from the
wine, the crew, and the corn chips Harmony has never
carried so much weight. 

At the entrance to San Diego Bay we had wind…finally.
Engine down, sails out, here we go and there it went.
With Jenesa at the helm we dodged kelp and other boats,
but sadly the wind died and we ended our brief sail at less
than 4 kts. 4 kts! This weight was killing us.

On Friday the crew pitched in at the dock to put the
finishing touches on the final things we needed to
complete. We re-lashed, tightened and lubed most
everything on the boat. We agreed we would go out in the
afternoon to top the tanks, get a city view, and (hopefully)
sail under the Coronado bridge. We started out with a
steady but light breeze. Boat speed 5kts. Progress, but

how would we test Harmony’s point and balance without
more of a challenge.

With Mike at the helm we traversed down the bay
jibing back and forth. It was nice, but still slow. By the
time we reached the bridge we had dodged the Lipton
Cup race course, a couple of sightseeing boats, and a tug;
but that was all the excitement we had. As we came about
under the bridge to begin our bash (or maybe motor)
back, we noticed a Navy ship coming in the bay. At about
this point the wind began to build and shift to a better
angle…6kts. We were moving, but wait, now there was a
Navy ship coming behind us. Jeannea was our skipper. No
worries. She’d keep us away from the two Navy ships but
close enough to see what was going on. We did short
tacking drills while watching the two ships prepare to
pass. Both had full crew on deck, one of the ships had
crew in dress blues. As they passed and saluted we
realized one was just beginning a tour while the other
was coming back from deployment. It was quite a show of
respect and quite a sight for us from this front row seat.
Bonus…the wind was building. Boat speed 6.5kts.

Mike Gitchell.
—Photo by Melody Kanschat

continued on page 6

Melody at the helm with Jenesa enjoying the sail from the
port side. —Photo by Mike Gitchell
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Baja Ha Ha First Leg – continued from page 5
Our tacks were getting stronger. Harmony was

pointing better on a port tack than on starboard, but the
obstacles we were facing on the bay were starting to draw

more of my attention than my need for speed. As we
crossed the bay at city center, a sea plane took off (right
in front of us). We actually had to point toward his stern

Margarita “Tita” Cruz.
—Photo by Mike Gitchell

(I mean tail) to be sure we’d be clear. Then not much
farther on the north side of town we saw smoke and heard
a blast. The cruise ship was backing out to begin its next
leg. The coast guard zoomed out to clear their path. So
much for our lay line. More tacking, more sail tweaking,
building wind speed. 6.8 kts.

My turn at the helm. We had a clear shot for the
America’s Cup Harbor entrance off Shelter Island. Jenesa
and Mike could get a break
from all that tacking we’d
been doing. I could finally
test out Harmony’s point
and balance. We had a long
and wild ride. With the sun
setting in front of us, the
city taking on a glow behind
us, and the wind blowing at
a steady 11 kts. true,
Harmony hit her stride at
8kts. Baja Ha-Ha here we
come.

With sails down and motor back on we entered the
harbor just in time for the Naval Academy to welcome us
back with taps to signal an end to our fabulous day.

Baja Ha Ha Blog Posts
With Harmony skipper Melody Kanschat and her crew

of Jeannea Jordan, Barbara Morris, Avghi Constantinides
and Mike McGuire, the Baja Ha Ha got off to a smooth
start on October 31st. 

Harmony is the only all WSASMB member boat in the
race, but other WSA members including Diane Hubner
and Sunshine Jen can be found on other boats. New
Moon skipper Hans Kosten is joined by WSA member
Skip Korsgaard and several other able crew members.

WSA members on other boats include Diane Hubner
and Sunshine Jen among others. The crew of Harmony
will be posting their daily adventures on a blog specially
created for members of WSA. Put a bookmark on this
URL and sail along with them on their great adventure.

The rally/race starts at San Diego and ends after 11
days and 750 miles at Cabo San Lucas, Mexico. In
between, there are two stops for rest, relaxation and
parties. About 300 miles from San Diego is the first stop
in Turtle Bay. After a two-day layover (including the
chance to top-off fuel tanks and play a baseball game with
the great kids who live there), the fleet of about 150 boats
will head to Bahia Santa Maria—another 230 miles. With
no facilities, the leaders of the Baja Ha Ha import
civilization in the form of a rock band, taco shack and
beer concession. Harmony will be providing a taste of
Italy to the potluck. The two-day layover ends with the

start of the final, and shortest segment (about 24 hours)
to Cabo.

Parties and an awards ceremony cap the festivities. To
say that this “race” is laid back is an understatement. Any
complaints or challenges associated with the race can
only be filed in a dive bar located in a sketchy
neighborhood after the awards are handed out. A good
time will be had by all and death will be cheated once
again. 

Check out the blog at: http://wsasmb.org/baja-ha-ha-blog/

Taking second place in the “all others” costume contest
category at the West Marine hosted, Baja Ha Ha launch party,

the Harmony crew (Jeannea, Barbara, Mike, Avghi and
Melody) dressed in “Orange is the New Black” costumes.
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WSA Elections
The elections for our 2017 Board of Directors and 2016

Marilyn Butefish Award winner will be held at our next
general meeting on November 8, at SMWYC. If you plan
on attending, please RSVP by sending an email to
rsvp@wsasmb.org or visiting our website at:
www.wsasmb.org/rsvp-for-upcoming-events. 

Remember, the November 8 meeting timing will be
different than usual due to the national election being
scheduled on the same day. Enjoy a social half-hour from
6:30-7:00 pm and voting, dinner and short business

meeting from 7-7:30 pm. The meeting will adjourn at
7:45.

The official ballot was emailed to all members with an
email address on file on October 27 and voting online is
open until Nov. 6 at 9 p.m. Members can also mail their
ballots to the post office box, or bring them to the
meeting on Nov. 8.

The new Board and winner of the Marilyn Butefish
award will be announced at the December meeting and
holiday party on the 13th.

For a copy of the official ballot, see page 8 and read
about our Marilyn Butefish award nominees below.

Sam Wagner and Ruthe Small – Throughout 2016
Sam and Ruthe have performed above and beyond the call
of duty by offering up their boat Ruthsm for a record
number of day sails and participating in several cruises.
Sam is always careful to spend time with new and
experience sailors sharing sailing tips and tricks he has
learned over the years or telling stories of his
development as a skipper. Ruthe is a warm and
welcoming hostess as well as a capable helmsman and
devoted to sharing sailing with as many people as she can.
Sam and Ruthe maintain their boat at a high standard to
ensure WSA members have an enjoyable and safe journey
whenever they are aboard. Having won, or nearly won,
the day sail skipper of the year award for several year’s
running, it seems like 2016 is a fitting year to honor a
couple, as our Butefish award recipients.

Jana Davis – Jana has tirelessly promoted Women on
the Water/ Women at the Helm for several years now. She
has brought many new women to racing, sailing, and the
WSA during 2016. Her enthusiasm is contagious and her
pride in WSA is enormous. For the past 2 years, Jana has
helped support the WSA race chairs in building bridges
with skippers who need crew. She has organized several
regatta’s and built a core of race committee volunteers. I
think that sailing locally has seen an uptick in women’s
participation and it is partially due to Jana’s efforts.

Barbara Morris – As membership chair, Barbara has
redesigned brochures and membership cards, re-
organized the check in at meetings, updated and
corrected the membership records and helped to make
new and prospective members welcome to the WSA. She
is a very good speaker and always lively with her reports
at our monthly meetings. As a photographer and
newsletter designer she has increased coverage of all of
the WSA programs and she frequently offers her design
services to other women’s sailing events like Home Port
Regatta and Wow/Wah. Barbara is a welcoming first mate

aboard Harmony and always willing to help guide and
teach people aboard the boat. On cruises she is the first to
jump in the water to retrieve boat hooks, mooring lines,
sunglasses or check a prop.

Melody Kanschat – Melody is an exceptional leader
who has innovative ideas for strengthening the WSA. She
has built the 2016 membership to its highest level,
encouraged the cruisers to visit new places, and is
including her boat Harmony in the Baja Ha Ha as a WSA
entry. Her boat parade Christmas decorations were simple
and creative and generated a great deal of excitement
among the WSA membership. She has done an excellent
job guiding the club through the changes at SMWYC and
reaching out to all members to listen to their input and
explore their ideas.

Jen Huszcza – Jen is known as Sunshine Jen for a
reason. She is the most upbeat supporter of WSA that I
know and always brings a little sunshine to every
meeting, race, or day sail she participates in. I sail with
Jen on the WSA Team for Lemwod. She is an experienced
racer and a team player and always willing to jump in
wherever she is needed. Jen makes a point of always being
positive and talking to everyone she meets in the sailing
community about the WSA. 

Mike Gitchell – Mike has been active in the WSA for
nearly 20 years. He has served in chair positions, helped
with all activities including Yacht Club clean-up, Boat
Parade, and Summer Bar B Que, and is the go to member
for photos of WSA members while racing, cruising, and
day sailing. Mike is cheerful, consistent, and fun both on
the water and off. For many years he has been dedicated
to building youth sailing in Mdr through the Boys and
Girls Club program and he frequently volunteers for race
committee including Wow/Wah. He represents the best of
what a WSA member should be. I wholeheartedly
recommend him for the Butefish award. 

2016 Marilyn Butefish Nominees
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Marilyn Butefish Nominees
___Sam Wagner & Ruthe Small
___Jana Davis
___Barbara Morris
___Melody Kanschat
___Jen Huszcza
___Mike Gitchell



Tues. Nov. 8 WSA General Meeting – (RSVP Required)

Sat. Nov 12 Turkey Shoot Regatta – RBYC

Tues. Nov. 22 WSA Board Meeting

Sat. Dec. 3 Christmas Regatta – KHYC

Sat. Dec. 10 Marina del Rey Holiday Boat Parade

Tues. Dec. 13 Annual Holiday Dinner – (RSVP Required)

Tues. Dec. 27 WSA Board Meeting
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2016 Calendar of Upcoming Events

WSA DAY SAILS
Day sails are usually on the weekends.

Upcoming day sails are announced by email a
few days prior to the sailing date. Be sure to
add wsadaysails@gmail.com to your contacts
so you don’t miss a sailing opportunity.

ATTENTION RACERS
Want to know about ALL the

upcoming local races? Check out
the 2016 ASMBYC calendar at

www.asmbyc.org



Membership Co-Chairs: Barbara Morris & Pam Silver
membership@wsasmb.org

Race Chair: Nicole Harnett
racing@wsasmb.org

Day Sail Chair: Kathleen Milnes
daysails@wsasmb.org

Cruise Co-Chairs: Jeannea Jordan & Wendy Northup
cruising@wsasmb.org

Hospitality Co-Chairs: Kiela Hine & Diane Larson
events@wsasmb.org

Publicity Chair: Carolyn Allport
pr@wsasmb.org

Newsletter Co-Editors: Carolyn Allport & Barbara Morris 
newsletter@wsasmb.org

Webmaster: Barbara Morris
webmaster@wsasmb.org

Historian: Mike Gitchell

Commodore: Melody Kanschat
commodore@wsasmb.org

Vice Commodore: Jana Davis
vicecommodore@wsasmb.org

Jr Staff Commodore: Debbie Feinerman
jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org

Secretary: Avghi Constantinides
secretary@wsasmb.org

Treasurer: Karen Sarpolus
treasurer@wsasmb.org

Fleet Captain: Wendy Northup
fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org

Communications Director: Jen Reed
communications@wsasmb.org

Education Director: Carey Meredith
education@wsasmb.org

Social Director: Mary Jo O’Neill
social@wsasmb.org
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P.O. Box 10034, Marina del Rey, CA 90295

2016 WSA Board 2016 WSA Committee Chairs

MISSION STATEMENT
To promote and support women’s sailing based on

the following principles:
• To provide educational opportunities
• To provide information on gaining access to races, cruises
and other Santa Monica Bay activities

• To support “Youth in Sailing” community service programs
• To support established sailing programs for women
• To enhance networking opportunities

WSA – on the water since 1985!


