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Meeting Agenda for December 13, 2016
6:30 pm Social Hour
7:30 pm Holiday Party & Board Installation Program
8:45 pm Champagne Toast

Location: Santa Monica Windjammers YC, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey

Mike McGuire, Avghi Constantinides, Skipper Melody
Kanschat and Jeannea Jordan on Harmony as they
leave San Diego at the start of the Baja Ha-Ha.

— Photo by Barbara C. Morris
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Commodore’s Column
by Melody Kanschat

Yow-za! It is December. Can you believe
it? I can’t. With very little time to reflect,
there is one thing I am certain of…. it has
been an incredible sailing year for me and

it has been a remarkable year for the WSA too. Looking
ahead to the next two weeks I can promise you this… the
WSA will end this year the same way we proceeded
through 2016, with an energized spirit of camaraderie,
the security of strong friendships, an opportunity to get
our hands dirty, and a common desire for a little wind and
a lot of time on the water. 

2016 was quite a year and it brought the WSA a few
challenges and several major changes in our meeting
structure. You may recall, I set a big stretch goal for our
membership at the beginning of the year. While we didn’t
stretch quite as far as I wanted (185 members) we did
reach an all-time membership high (over 150 members).
Better still, we accepted many new members in their 30s
and 40s, and we’ve reached out to other clubs to cross
promote activities and focus on building opportunities on
the water for our members. 

We also adapted to changes at Santa Monica
Windjammers Yacht Club and continued to benefit from
the club’s steadfast friendship, support and services. We
had an exciting program of speakers (from how to buy a
boat, to sailing to Alaska without an engine), and our
cruise program once again ticked off a couple of exotic
adventures and plenty of happy hours. I am most proud
that we added several new skippers to our ranks. Jack
Silver, Wendy Northup, Mike McGuire and our newest
member Greg Himes will all soon be sailing under the
WSA burgee. All of these accomplishments are a result of
the hard work and stick-to-it-iveness of our 2016 Board of
officers and directors and our chairs. I am so thankful for
each and every one of them for staying with us and giving
it their all on behalf of the WSA. I am especially grateful
for the support of our Vice Commodore, Jana Davis, who
is about to have a “lovingly stress-induced” debut as
WSA’s next commodore.

The Holiday Boat Parade is this Saturday, December 10,
and the WSA entry, under the leadership of Jana, will
definitely be a winner. It’s not too late to be a part of all
this fun. See page 4 for details.

On Tuesday, the 13th, I hope you’ll join us for the
Holiday Party & Installation Dinner where I will pass the
gavel to Jana and give a long and heartfelt hug to all of
the officers, directors and chairs, who have made my stint
as Commodore so rewarding. If you haven’t purchased
your ticket to the dinner yet, please do so right away,

Don’t Miss the

WSA Annual
Holiday Party &

Installation Dinner
Tuesday, December 13, 2016

at Santa Monica
Windjammers Yacht Club

No Host Cocktails 6:30 p.m. • Dinner and Program 7:30 p.m.
Champagne Toast 8:45pm.

$35 per person 
Please RSVP no later than December 8, 2016

payment MUST be received in advance!

RSVP via website at
http://wsasmb.org/annual-holiday-party-and-installation-dinner/

Pay via paypal or by mailing a check
by December 8th to

WSA, PO Box 10034, Marina Del Rey, CA 90295.

tickets must be purchased in advance. They will not be
available at the door.

Despite all my grumbling, I’ll share a secret with you…
I am tremendously proud to have served as your
Commodore. The opportunity to get to know so many of
you has been a privilege and a treat, the bond we’ve all
shared through sailing has been constant and comforting,
and the things I have learned from you have been
inspiring and humbling. I look forward to continuing to
serve WSA as a skipper and in helping my successors keep
WSA thriving, vibrant, and willing to embrace change. 

As you look toward 2017, I hope you’ll join me in
making the pledge to continue our collective efforts to
empower women through sailing! Happy Holidays, I’ll see
you on the water soon.
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Reflections from the Fleet
Captain
by Wendy Northup

As I finish my first year and head into
my second as fleet captain, I am so grateful

to have landed in this community. A little over two years
ago, I moved to California from Connecticut, where I had
been an avid sailor for the past seventeen years, racing
out of Cedar Point Yacht Club for five of them. When I
knew I would be moving to the Los Angeles area, I started
researching sailing out of Marina del Rey. As part of that,
I talked to a friend of a friend. She mentioned WSA of
Santa Monica Bay. I checked out the website and knew
this was an organization I needed to join. It certainly
never occurred to me that less than a year later, I’d be
serving on the board! 

In my years in Connecticut I never encountered a
comparable organization. Our members’ love of sailing is
infectious, the amount of sailing knowledge within the
group is impressive, the skippers are supportive of each
other, and they and other members are generous in
sharing their knowledge and skills to mentor those
interested in learning more about sailing. 

WSA has enriched my life in so many ways. As we look
forward to another year together, I plan to get to know
more of you, both at meetings, and through hosting sails
on my boat. I welcome comments and suggestions about
what the board can do to better serve you, our members,
and what I can do to better serve our skippers and crew. 

So, don’t forget to renew your membership and invite
your friends to join this dynamic group of female (and
male) sailors.

Meeting Changes in 2017
by Melody Kanschat

On behalf of the WSA Board of Directors and
Officers, thank you so much for your patience as
we experimented with the new food service and
procedures at SMWYC this year. We appreciated
your feedback, input, and ideas as we evaluated
costs, determined attendance, and worked to keep
our meetings streamlined and enjoyable.

You’ll recall the Board voted to absorb the
additional costs associated with the dinner portion
of the meeting ($5 per person) for the last five
months of 2016, as we decided if the new
arrangement would work for our growing club. 

As we begin 2017 we are asking all members who
wish to take part in the light dinner to pay $5,
cash, at the buffet table. This fee will cover a
portion of the cost of the food preparation and
service staff. The remaining portion as well as the
room rental will be covered by the WSA budget
through membership dues. 

We will also be adjusting our meeting timing so
we end by 8:30 p.m., in order to stay within our
room rental guidelines.

We still ask you to RSVP in advance of the
meeting via the WSA website so that we can give
the restaurateur a count, and we will have plenty of
seating available for those who wish to attend but
do not want to take part in the meal. 

Once again, we ask that you bear with us as we
try to adjust to this new procedure. Additional
information will be available in the January
newsletter. Thank you for helping us continue to
make our monthly meetings meaningful and
enjoyable.

New Meeting Timing
Beginning at the January 10, 2017 meeting, please
be advised of the following time change:
Cocktails and Socializing — 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Dinner Buffet Served — 7:00 p.m.
($5 per person cash collected at the buffet table)

Meeting begins — 7:20 p.m.
Speaker begins — 7:45 p.m.
Meeting ends — 8:30 p.m.

RSVP for meetings at:
http://wsasmb.org/rsvp-for-upcoming-events/

or email rsvp@wsasmb.orgSam Wagner, Pamela Silver, Kelly Ross, Coco Leigh and Karen
Kuchel upon return from the Nov. 26, “Black Friday” day sail

aboard Ruthsm. — Photo by Ruthe Small.
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Come join in the holiday fun as we cruise around and
around the channel representing WSA and battling for 1st
place trophies and bragging rights.

The decorations are made! Thanks to a hard working
crew of nearly two dozen WSA members who came
together on December 3rd at SMWYC to cut, paint, glue,
zip-tie and more.

This year we represent “An Animated Holiday” by
paying tribute to an enduring female character of the sea,
Dory, from Disney’s Finding Nemo and Finding Dory
movies. 

Dory’s famous phrase, “Just keep swimming…”  we
make our own with “Just keep SAILING”.

On Saturday, December 10 starting at 9:30 am we turn
Skipper Marsha Vifquain’s beautiful Mistral into our
proud WSA boat entry. We need riggers, we need helpers,
we need sailors to come spread the holiday cheer on the
boat for the parade.

Opportunities to join the fun on December 10:
• 9:30 am until 5:00 p.m. – Decorate Mistral (Slip

Esprit#B403 on Marquesas Way)
• 5:00 p.m. until parade end – Ride on the boat – pick

your favorite sail boat to animate, dance, sing, wave and
spread the WSA spirit.

• Parade end until Mistral is sparkling – enjoy some
LIVE music as we take down the decorations, clean up the
boat and toast another successful parade.

IT’S GOING TO BE A GOOD TIME 
(and there will be dancing)!

Marina del Rey Boat Parade – December 10, 2016

Malcolm Page and Barbara Morris showing Dori who will
sparkle with sequins and lights.

— Photos by Jana Davis

Karen Sarpolus and Lara Jacques bring Nemo to life with
orange paint.

Deborah Hansen and Diane Larson demonstrate how to wave
with sailboats on your hands.
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Each year the ASMBYC awards several trophies to
individuals and organizations that have served the
yachting community above and
beyond the call of duty. Thanks to
WSA member Sue Service for
urging the WSA board to nominate
a deserving yachtsman and an
important organization to receive
an ASMBYC award in 2016. Sue
pulled together two terrific
nomination letters and kept us on
track as we went through the
nominating process. Best of all it
worked — both of our nominees
were honored with an award.

The Women’s Sailing Association
of Santa Monica Bay was pleased to
join with the Santa Monica
Windjammers Yacht Club (SMWYC)
in nominating Steve Potter for 2016
Yachtsman of the Year for his work
in reviving the SMWYC youth
sailing program. 

In just two short years, and
thanks to Steve’s single minded dedication, the program
has grown and is thriving. SMWYC’s junior program fills
an important niche in the MdR community. It is

affordable and community based, and its focus is on
building sailors of all types, not just racers. The program

is growing, and has expanded from
the initial 10 Sabots to include
Optimists, Lasers, and CFJs. While
Steve has designed a program that
can support the racing ambitions of
some of their students with
specialized instruction and regatta
coaching, the primary focus of the
weekly activities is on having fun
and learning to love the pastime of
sailing in a way that will last a
lifetime. Steve has been particularly
vigilant in ensuring girls are
welcomed and encouraged to
participate. 

The WSA was also excited to
bring the Boys & Girls Club of
Venice and their terrific sailing
program to the attention of
ASMBYC. The Boys & Girls Club of
Venice’s dedication to making Santa
Monica Bay accessible to under-

served youth is representative of the values and criteria
associated with the ASMBYC’s David Poe Memorial
Service Award. While most of the children who take part

in this program live within a 20-minute
drive of the coast, for many, it is their first
trip to the marina. Instilling a love of the
ocean, knowledge of water sports, and
respect for the environment in these
children is essential to the long-term
health and growth of our marina. Many
WSA members volunteer with the Boys &
Girls Club sailing program and it is among
the most rewarding of their volunteer
service.

The WSA is thrilled to congratulate
Steve Potter on winning the 2016
Yachtsman of the Year award and the Boys
& Girls Club of Venice on winning the
2016 David Poe Memorial Service award.
We are proud to have brought these
deserving recipients to the attention of the
ASMBYC awards committee and we are
thankful to both for their efforts in keeping
sailing alive in the Santa Monica Bay. 

WSA Nominees Win Prestigious Association of Santa Monica
Bay Yacht Club (ASMBYC) Awards

Steve Potter.
—Photo courtesy of Joysailing

John Melville, Fran Weber-Melville and Mike Gitchell with
Boys & Girls Club of Venice program participants.
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Sea of Cortez
Cruise

Attention WSA Members

Sail from the bustling port city of La Paz, Mexico to adjacent
islands and coastal anchorages. The Sea of Cortez is famous for its
white sand beaches and abundant sea life. Jack Cousteau called it
the “aquarium of the world”. Our fleet will anchor in clear,
peaceful coves for swimming, snorkeling, kayaking and hiking on
shore. Enjoy brilliant sunsets and happy hours of fellowship with
WSA friends.
You will be responsible for your air travel to Cabo San Lucas.

Round trip fare from Cabo to La Paz by van approx. $100.00. Your
share of provisioning the boat plus fuel approx. $150.00.
As always, cruises are “weather permitting”. 

Please contact cruise chair Jeannea Jordan ASAP if you are
interested in participating. Every effort will be made to secure a
berth for all interested members.

FEBRUARY 9-15, 2017
This is the first WSA sponsored opportunity
to sail the Sea of Cortez

CONTACT:
Jeannea Jordan
Cruise Chairman
(818) 522-6930
cruising@wsasmb.org SPACE IS LIMITED!
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Baja Ha-Ha Photo Essay
by Barbara C. Morris

There is not much I can say about the Baja Ha-Ha that
hasn’t already been said so eloquently in the blog on the
WSA website by Mike McGuire and our skipper Melody
and crew mates Jeannea and Avghi. So instead, I’ll tell
the story with a few of my photos. You can read the blog
at: http://wsasmb.org/baja-ha-ha-blog/

See more photos at:
https://photos.shutterfly.com/story/id/90109731238

Clockwise from the
top: 
1. The fleet leaving
San Diego Bay. 
2. Melody and Mike
add the Mexican flag
to our burgies as we
cross into Mexican
waters. 
3. A rainbow around
the sun bids us good
luck as we begin our
journey. 
4. Melody enjoying
the calm seas. 
5. View of the GPS
screen showing boats
with AIS signals
leaving the bay.
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Clockwise from the top left: 
1. Mike at the helm. 
2. Avghi and Barbara head into Turtle Bay sporting their
custom crew t-shirts. 
3. Spectacular sunsets were a daily occurance. With the sea
rising up, this one looks almost volcanic. 
4. WSA members Jules Miller and Sunshine Jen who were
crew on Ha-Ha veteran skipper Greg Himes’ boat Scout. 
5. WSA member group
photo at the Bahia
Santa Maria bluff
party. 
6. The “Grand
Poobah’s” boat,
Profligate was Ha-Ha
central.

Barbara Morris, Greg Himes, Jules Miller, Avghi (aka Monkey) Constantinides, Mike McGuire, Harmony Skipper Melody
Kanschat, Diane Hubner who was crew on De Vrijheid, Jeannea Jordan, Sunshine Jen and former WSA cruise chair Margaret

Pommert. WSA members on the Ha-Ha not pictured were Hans Kosten and Skip Korsgaard from New Moon.
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Clockwise from the top left: 
1. Melody, Avghi, Jeannea and Mike contemplate flying
the gennaker. 
2. With gennaker flying, Harmony overtook this Hughes
48, Mango. 3. Gennaker dowsed and spinnaker flying with
Melody keeping an eye on the trim. 
4. The tired, but happy Harmony skipper and crew just
after crossing the finish line outside Cabo. 
5. Harmony crew sporting their dressy crew shirts and
enjoying the “Can't Believe We Cheated Death Again”
dance and party at local watering hole “Squid Roe” upon
arrival in Cabo.



Sat. Dec. 10 Marina del Rey Boat Parade

Tues. Dec. 13 Annual Membership Holiday Dinner (RSVP Required)

Tues. Jan. 10 WSA General Meeting (RSVP Required)

Sat.-Mon. Jan. 14-16 San Pedro Cruise

Tues. Jan. 24 WSA Board Meeting

Sat. Feb. 4 Women's Sailing Convention

Thurs.-Tues. Feb. 9-14 Sea of Cortez Cruise
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2016/2017 Calendar of Upcoming Events

WSA DAY SAILS
Day sails are usually on the weekends.

Upcoming day sails are announced by email a
few days prior to the sailing date. Be sure to
add wsadaysails@gmail.com to your contacts
so you don’t miss a sailing opportunity.

ATTENTION RACERS
Want to know about ALL the
upcoming local races? Check out
the 2016 ASMBYC calendar at

www.asmbyc.org



Membership Co-Chairs: Barbara Morris & Pam Silver
membership@wsasmb.org

Race Chair: Nicole Harnett
racing@wsasmb.org

Day Sail Chair: Kathleen Milnes
daysails@wsasmb.org

Cruise Co-Chairs: Jeannea Jordan & Wendy Northup
cruising@wsasmb.org

Hospitality Co-Chairs: Kiela Hine & Diane Larson
events@wsasmb.org

Publicity Chair: Carolyn Allport
pr@wsasmb.org

Newsletter Co-Editors: Carolyn Allport & Barbara Morris 
newsletter@wsasmb.org

Webmaster: Barbara Morris
webmaster@wsasmb.org

Historian: Mike Gitchell

Commodore: Melody Kanschat
commodore@wsasmb.org

Vice Commodore: Jana Davis
vicecommodore@wsasmb.org

Jr Staff Commodore: Debbie Feinerman
jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org

Secretary: Avghi Constantinides
secretary@wsasmb.org

Treasurer: Karen Sarpolus
treasurer@wsasmb.org

Fleet Captain: Wendy Northup
fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org

Communications Director: Jen Reed
communications@wsasmb.org

Education Director: Carey Meredith
education@wsasmb.org

Social Director: Mary Jo O’Neill
social@wsasmb.org
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P.O. Box 10034, Marina del Rey, CA 90295

2016 WSA Board 2016 WSA Committee Chairs

MISSION STATEMENT
To promote and support women’s sailing based on

the following principles:
• To provide educational opportunities
• To provide information on gaining access to races, cruises
and other Santa Monica Bay activities

• To support “Youth in Sailing” community service programs
• To support established sailing programs for women
• To enhance networking opportunities

WSA – on the water since 1985!


