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Coco Leigh at the helm of Harmony with Skipper Melody
Kanschat and crew member Susana Hernandez Araico
while cruising the islands near Loreto, Mexico
– Photo by Carey Meredith (See story and photos beginning on page 3)

Meeting Agenda for December 12, 2017
6:00 pm Social Hour
7:00 pm Dinner, Holiday Party & Board Installation Program
8:30 pm Champagne Toast
Location: Santa Monica Windjammers YC, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey
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Commodore’s Column
by Jana Davis
WSA Commodore Newsletter Article
December 2017
I spent Saturday, December 2nd)
working alongside some of my favorite
volunteers; my WSA family. We gathered in the SMWYC
parking lot to help cut, glue and tie a whole assortment of
items to help Mary Jo’s Disco vision come to life for the
MdR holiday boat parade. In a moment of reflection, I
looked out on all the elves working together, singing,
laughing and enjoying a day out in the sun. I caught
myself with a huge grin on my face as we all crowded into
the dark corners of the SMWYC garage just to catch a
glimpse of the magic designs we created all lit up. The
crowd went “Oooh..Aaaah” and then Suzy Curry started in
on one of her unmistakable giggles, while Carolyn Allport
vacuumed the parking lot. It is a special group that we
have created here at WSA and I am grateful for each and
every one of you.
I hope you will come celebrate and share in the
camaraderie at our annual holiday party and installation
dinner at SMWYC on December 12. Tickets on sale NOW!
We continue to have many active staff commodores in
our ranks. I hope to see you all too, please come wearing
your winter uniform.
My year as your commodore for 2017 has been
anything but boring. I definitely stepped out of my
comfort zone and was excited to see so many of you join
me. Our membership hit new highs thanks to our
members getting the word out. Our generous skippers

Yes, that’s Carolyn Allport vacuuming green hair from
the SMWYC parking lot. Boat parade preparations took
place on Saturday morning, December 2nd. See more
photos on pages 3 and 8. — Photo by Jana Davis

took us on 16 cruises from local stops like Malibu all the
way to La Paz. (I was afraid we’d never get a few of you
back from there. Melody? Are you home yet?) Thanks to
Mike McGuire and Mary Jo O’Neil we were treated to a
diverse group of speakers. We learned much about the
MdR Historical Society and the Catalina Conservancy. We
enjoyed tales of the Baja Ha-Ha and racing
accomplishments like member Margie Woods completing
the Transpac single handed and ASMBYC’s Sportsman of
the Year Charly Devanneaux completing the Transpac
without instruments. And there was, of course, plenty of
opportunities to get out on the water with our day sail
program. And we again filled boats with WSA crew for
both the WOW/WAH and Linda Elias Memorial Women’s
One Design.
None of these things happen without the work of your
board. And I don’t mind bragging to you about how hard
working my team was this year. Giving back to WSA by
taking a position on the board is a commitment. But it is
also incredibly rewarding as it has been for me. I thank
you for all the support and guidance I received during my
time at the helm. I look forward to 2018 and watching
WSA continue to prosper and grow.
“And when the foghorn blows, you know I will be
coming home” — Van Morrison

WSA Nominee Wins Peggy Slater Award
Congratulations goes
out to Allie Blecher of
Cal Yacht Club who has
been awarded the Peggy
Slater Memorial Trophy
by SCYA. WSA
endorsed Allie’s
nomination
recognizing her
achievements in sailing
both personally and in
her mentorship and
work with The Magenta
Project. The Peggy
Slater Memorial Award
winner is to be a female who demonstrates
outstanding contributions to the enhancement of
women’s participation in sailing or individual
achievement in the sport of sailing. We are proud to
have nominated Allie. And we get to here all about
her good work at our January general meeting.
CONGRATS, ALLIE. Keep up the amazing work.
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WSA Racing Report
by WSA Racing Co-Chair Nicole Harnett
The first race of 2018 is DRYC’s Berger
Stein Race Series #1 Malibu & Return on
Saturday January 6th. This is Marina del
Rey’s largest keel boat race with over 100
entries. DRYC is also hosting US Sailing’s Safety at Sea
seminar on January 13th. Some questions the seminar
will answer are what to do if someone falls overboard and
what to do in heavy weather if you can’t reach a safe
harbor. Please register at www.dryc.org or
www.regattanetwork.com. Discount for US Sailing
members. This seminar is a requirement for the 2018
Newport to Ensenada race. Enjoy the Christmas break
and see you in 2018!

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
http://www.regattanetwork.com/event/15299

WSA Disco Diva, Diane Larson shows off her fluorescent elf
costume for the holiday boat parade. See more photos on
page 8. — Photo by Barbara Morris

Membership Renewal Deadline
Extended to December 15!
Renewing your WSA membership early not only ensures that you don’t
miss a moment of the fun and activities we have going on, but it also saves
you money. Renew for 2018 by December 15, and save $10 on the
membership fee of $120. Visit our website to pay online today!
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Destination — Loreto, Mexico
A Three-Week Tour
By Melody Kanschat
The final 2017 WSA cruise on the Sea of Cortez was a
rousing success with two boats and 12 people making a
northern passage from La Paz to Loreto stopping to
explore harbors, bays and ports along the Baja peninsula
and islands off the western shore of the Sea. Like all
WSA cruises, there was laughing and bonding, sailing,
eating, swimming, game playing, motoring, kayaking,
sight-seeing, museum and cultural attraction visiting,
and ample time for star gazing. This article will be way
too long if I detail it all so what follows is a short recap
of the three-week adventure.
Week 1
New Moon
Hans Kosten – Skipper
Carole Walsh – First Mate
Skip Korsgaard – Crew

Harmony
Melody Kanschat – Skipper
Coco Leigh – Crew
Mary Jo O’Neill – Crew
Malcom Page – Crew

Our first week in La Paz (November 7-14) was devoted
to putting each of the boats back together (all sails,
dodgers and biminis, solar panels, and deck
accoutrements were reinstalled) and repairing any
damage that was a result of the severe summer heat and
ravages of hurricane season.
Luckily, La Paz suffered through only one tropical
storm over the summer and neither Harmony nor New
Moon were damaged by the wind or the rain. Unluckily,
the summer brought each boat an infestation of bugs (la
cucarachas), equipment damage from the extreme heat
(120 degrees or more down below), and a series of
breaks and failures that generally occur when you leave
your boat for a few months. Even more unluckily, the
temperatures remained in the high 90s to low 100s

Diane Hubner kayaks around New Moon.
— Photo by Carey Meredith.

Mary Jo and Malcolm cool off in the lounge floats.
— Photo by Coco Leigh

throughout week one. It was a tough environment for
the crew to spend 8-10 hours a day putting things back
together again (their vacation).
Aboard Harmony, Malcom engineered a new
prototype ladder tread on our swim ladder, Mary Jo
vacuumed and cleaned following a thorough
fumigation, and Coco sanded and oiled life back into the
interior teak. I was surprised at the damage the sun had
on the exterior speakers (disintegrated), outboard
controls (cracked off), refrigeration wiring (shrunken)
and backstay hydraulic system (hose eaten through).
With the help of the La Paz cruiser community (Club
Cruceros) and a great list of boat pros and chandlery
shops close by, we were able to get things back in shape
and go out for a whale shark swim and two days of
cruising in nearby harbors. We had some terrific food
too…both in town and on the boats and enjoyed crystal
clear snorkeling, beach strolls, and kayak adventures
along with our significant sweat equity investment.
Week 2
New Moon
Hans Kosten – Skipper
Carole Walsh – First Mate
Diane Hubner – Crew
Coco Leigh – Crew

Harmony
Melody Kanschat – Skipper
Cloyd Milton – First Mate
Maria Langford – Crew
Susana Hernández Araico – Crew

Week two (Nov 15-22) we set sail for Loreto. With
light winds and flat seas, we traveled 26 miles to Isla
Pardita’s Ensenada el Cardonal. The bay was beautiful
and calm. We were greeted by a tortuga (sea turtle) a
jumping ray, and many fish who huddled the boat to see
what we were up to. The morning was spent kayaking,
hiking to the other side of the island, swimming and
lazing about drinking coffee and playing cards.
Our next stop would be San Francisco Island 21 miles
Continued on page 5

Gal’ Warnings

5

Susana, Cloyd & Maria aboard Harmony.
— Photo by Melody Kanschat

Continued from page 4
to the north. As we picked up anchor at 11:00 am seas
were calm and the winds were at 10kts or less out of the
east as forecasted. As we rounded past Los Islotes just
six miles later, the winds had built to 18 with gusts in
the low 20s and were coming directly out of the north.
With 15 miles to go to our destination each boat
prepared and settled in for what would be a very rough
crossing.
Harmony motor-sailed on short tacks into the teeth
of the wind as the current, winds and seas grew
stronger. Waves crashed across our bow and the crew

was soaked on several occasions. At one point, we were
making less than two knots and we saw sustained gusts
at 29kts. Thankfully the water and the air temperature
were warm and our adrenaline rush as sunset
approached kept us each warm and toasty albeit soaked.
I was thankful Cloyd was there too as he handled most
of the wheel work while I fussed with rigging, sails and
deck issues.
New Moon fared better thanks to a dodger and bigger
prop, but they also took significant water across the bow
and struggled mightily to get to the anchorage before
dark. Harmony came in one hour later (in total
darkness) and picked our way to a safe anchorage within
the harbor. Due to the worsening conditions, the next
day was declared a pajama day and each boat elected to
stay put for an extra night to wait out the famous Baja
norther.
Once rested and norther passed, our trip continued
rather uneventfully with calm winds, motoring, and
manageable seas through various bays (San Evaristo,
Timbabiche, Aqua Verde). Maria led the way in getting a
kayak in the water in each of these bays and in making
friends with all the fisherman along the way. Our
biggest challenges on these legs of the trip were finding
Wi-Fi so Coco could take care of some urgent travel
business, negotiating with local fisherman to buy fresh
fish (delicious by the way), finding a temporarily lost
dinghy on a two-mile-long sandy beach (it was orange
and we couldn’t see it), and going through about two
hours of some very rough very confused seas amid a reef
and shoreline rocks as we worked our way to a hidden
(very hidden) anchorage at Bahia Aqua Verde.
Our final day on the water this week brought us into
Puerto Escondido where the crews went to work
cleaning up the boats, doing piles of laundry and
prepping for the next wave of visitors and crew shuffle
required for week three.
Week 3
New Moon
Hans Kosten-Skipper
Carole Walsh-First Mate
Skip Kossgard- Crew
Diane Hubner-Crew
Cloyd Milton- Crew
Maria Langford- Crew

Carey, Diane, Carole and Melody set out to do laundry.
— Photo by Cloyd Milton

Harmony
Melody Kanschat- Skipper
Carey Meredith - First Mate
Coco Leigh- Crew
Susana Hernández Araico - Crew

Week three (November 22-30) continued with various
small boat projects and a terrific Thanksgiving Dinner
served for the ex-pat cruising community at Puerto
Escondido (14 miles south of Loreto). Our WSA table of
Continued on page 6
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City Hall on Plaza Benito Juarez in Loreto.
— Photo by Carey Meredith

Continued from page 5
10 was not easy to come by, but with a persistent
Susana (our designated logistics officer) on the case we
got a 6:00 seating and enjoyed a festive dinner.
The next day Carey, Coco, Susana, Diane and I set out
in a rental car to see the sights in Loreto and do some
provisioning for the next five days of sailing. Loreto is
framed by the Sierra de la Giganta range to the west,
the Sea of Cortez and several islands to the east, and
green foothills and riverbeds to the north and south.
There is no sailboat harbor in the town, just ample
anchorage and a dinghy harbor for sailors to use for
visiting and provisioning. The town itself is historic and
quaint with a lovely malecón and cobblestone streets,
shops, banks and groceries in the downtown area.
We visited the mission in town, a historic hotel and
the old capital building, and enjoyed brunch on an
outdoor patio. Our afternoon was spent driving into the
mountains to view Misión Nuestra Señora de Loreto the
first mission in the Californias built in 1697.
The modern road into the mountains was well kept,
except for several river crossings that were required

along the way (we did these monk style, driving the VW
blindly through the trickling water). No bridges on the
way to the mission — one must pray that the water does
not rise while making the crossing!
The trip, like all WSA adventures was well worth it.
The mission was beautiful and the scenery was
breathtaking. A minor issue with our rental car brought
out a good Samaritan on the way back to the boat to
help us keep on our way. Really a magical (make that
biblical) Baja day.
While Harmony was sight-seeing, Skipper Hans was
planning our next five days of sailing. Objective: relax
and take our time, do some sailing, circumnavigate Isla
Carmen! Hans did a terrific job planning a true WSA
alrededor de la roca (around the rock) adventure. Night
one at Honeymoon Cove on Isla Danzante was perfect.
It was so calm in the anchorage I dreamt we were at the
dock.
The snorkeling was superb and Diane had a $100 day
(my term for an excellent day), she kayaked alongside
Continued on page 7

Maria, Melody, Carey, Susana, Coco and Cloyd visit a small
chapel in Bahia Salinas.

Sunrise on the Sea of Cortez. — Photo by Melody Kanschat
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Continued from page 6
eight giant dolphins. Our next day was a lovely sail to
Puerto Ballandra on Isla Carmen — more swimming,
more relaxing, and we broke out the inflatable water
lounge chairs too. Perfect.
On our third day out, we headed for the eastern side
of the island going around the northern tip with winds
at 8-12kts. The winds really cooperated this day and our
skipper of the day Carey made the most of it. We went
north, east, and south throughout the day and never
changed our tack. The winds just kept shifting to get us
to our final destination.
Our penultimate day brought us into Bahia Salinas
where we explored an abandoned town and small
chapel, broke out those floating chairs again, and had a
reefing drill. And our final night at Punta Colorada was
the perfect place for our last anchorage happy hour
aboard New Moon and a quick snorkel adventure before
we returned to our new home in Puerto Escondido.
I must end my “way too long article” by expressing
my profound thanks to the WSA for helping me and
Harmony continue our Sea of Cortez adventure. I am
honored to rely on and learn from Hans and Carol as my
boat buddies and continue to be inspired by their
knowledge and their generosity. I am so grateful for the

Gal’ Warnings

contribution, wisdom, sweat, patience, understanding
and support of each of the WSA members who
participated as November crew. Looking forward to
continuing the adventure.

Carol and Hans kick up their heels on the dance floor of a
local extablishment. — Photo by Carey Meredith

8

Gal’ Warnings

WE WON BEST SAIL!

You would even say it glows!
Congratulatons to Vice Commodore, Mary Jo O’Neill
and her whole team of helpers for creating this year’s
award-winning float for the 55th Annual Marina del Rey
Holiday Boat Parade. It wasn’t hard to find inspiration for
the “Let’s Dance” theme, but Mary Jo took it to the next
level by lighting the floating discotheque with blacklight
which made the dancing diva elves glow! With costumes,
choreography, music and special effects, it’s no wonder
the boat received the top honors. Thanks to Skipper
Jeannea Jordan for allowing Chekkerrs to become the
dance floor and to everyone who helped bring the vision
to life. See all the winning boats at:
https://mdrboatparade.org/parade-entry/winners-2017/

The Divas are: Monique Delmar, Jana Davis, Suzy Curry, Diane
Larson, Wendy Northup, Barbara Morris, Carolyn Allport and
Sunshine Jen. In black are VC Mary Jo O’Neill, Skipper
Jeannea Jordan and Melody Kanschat (bottom).

Gal’ Warnings

9

2017-2018 Calendar of Upcoming Events
Sat.

Dec. 9

Marina del Rey Boat Parade

Tues.

Dec. 12

WSA Holiday Party & Installation Dinner (RSVP Required)

Sat.

Jan. 6

Malibu and Return (Berger 1/Stein 1) — DRYC

Tues.

Jan. 9

WSA General Meeting (RSVP Required)

Sat.

Jan. 13

US Sailing Safety at Sea Seminar — DRYC

Sat.

Jan. 20

Champagne Regatta — SBRYC

Tues.

Jan. 23

WSA Board Meeting

Sat.

Feb. 3

Race Committee Training Day – CYC

Sat.

Feb. 3

Sailing Convention for Women

Sat.-Sun.

Feb. 10-11

SCYA Midwinters – CYC

Sat.-Sun.

Feb. 17-18

SCYA Midwinters – SMWYC

Sat.

Feb. 24

Introduction to Sailing Clinic – WSASMB
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2017 WSA Board

2017 WSA Committee Chairs

Commodore: Jana Davis

Membership Chair: Monique Delmar

commodore@wsasmb.org

membership@wsasmb.org

Vice Commodore: Mary Jo O’Neill

Race Co-Chairs: Nicole Harnett & Lara Jacques

vicecommodore@wsasmb.org

racing@wsasmb.org

Jr Staff Commodore: Melody Kanschat

Day Sail Co-Chairs: Kathleen Milnes & Wendy Northup

jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org

daysails@wsasmb.org

Secretary: Avghi Constantinides

Cruise Chair: Jeannea Jordan

secretary@wsasmb.org

cruising@wsasmb.org

Treasurer: Karen Sarpolus

Hospitality Chair: Diane Larson

treasurer@wsasmb.org

events@wsasmb.org

Fleet Captain: Wendy Northup

Publicity Chair: Carolyn Allport

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org

pr@wsasmb.org

Communications Director: Barbara Morris

Newsletter Editor: Barbara Morris

communications@wsasmb.org

newsletter@wsasmb.org

Education Director: Mike McGuire

Webmaster: Barbara Morris

education@wsasmb.org

webmaster@wsasmb.org

Social Director: Monique Delmar

Historian: Mike Gitchell

social@wsasmb.org

IMPORTANT MEETING REMINDER
Please be advised of the following times:
Cocktails and Socializing — 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Dinner Buffet Served — 7:00 p.m.
($5 per person cash collected at check-in)
Meeting begins — 7:20 p.m.
Speaker begins — 7:45 p.m.
Meeting ends — 8:30 p.m.

RSVP for meetings by emailing rsvp@wsasmb.org
Please let us know if you plan to have dinner!

P.O. Box 10034, Marina del Rey, CA 90295
WSA – on the water since 1985!
MISSION STATEMENT
To promote and support women’s sailing based on
the following principles:
• To provide educational opportunities
• To provide information on gaining access to races, cruises
and other Santa Monica Bay activities
• To support “Youth in Sailing” community service programs
• To support established sailing programs for women
• To enhance networking opportunities

