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Gal' Warnings 

By Sue Service 

The largest women’s 

regatta in Marina del 

Rey is the Women on 

Water/Women at the 

Helm (WOW/WAH) 

regatta, held this year 

on September 20–21. 

The race is sponsored 

by a number of local 

organizations, including WSA, 

ASMBYC, SBYRC, MVYC 

and PMYC.  

There are several divisions 

in this regatta. The teams 

competing in the WOW 

division have all-female crews. 

Typically there is only one 

class in this division, and all 

boats race with spinnakers. The 

Martin 242 has been one of the 

more popular boats to race in 

WOW, however in the past 

there have also been Schock 

35s and J/24s. The teams competing in the WAH 

division have a female skipper, but may have a 

coed crew. There are typically two classes in this 

division, spinnaker and cruising. Several 

competitors in the WAH cruising class actually 

have all-women crews, but race 

in WAH since they are not 

using spinnakers. Either way, 

the event is a lot of fun for all 

the participants. The schedule is 

typically three races on 

Saturday, a BBQ at PMYC 

Saturday night; two races on 

Sunday, and a party/trophy 

presentation at MVYC Sunday 

afternoon. 

       I know September seems 

like a lifetime away right now, 

but trust me, it is not too early 

to start preparing for this event. There is a lot of 

organization involved in getting a team together. 

There is a lot of organization involved in getting a 

team together. You need to both construct a crew 

(Continued on page 2) 
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     Tan, Rested and Not Quite Ready to Come Home!                                
A group of 28 WSA and Fairwind Yacht Club members are all smiles at the                      
Saturday night dinner during the May 16-18 joint cruise to Avalon on Catalina 
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 educational programs.    
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and find a boat to race. If you own a boat, well, 

part of your job is done already, but for most 

teams in WOW/WAH the skipper and crew have 

to arrange to borrow a boat. Of course, this takes 

a lot of trust on the part of the boat owner. Now is 

the time to identify boat owners who are 

supportive of women’s racing and might be 

persuaded to loan out their boat. Talk to WSA 

skippers, talk to teams that race in the Sunset or 

Sundown Series. Arrange to go sailing with them 

so they can see that you are competent, and you 

can learn from them how to most effectively and 

efficiently run their boat. You’ll need to decide if 

you want to race in WOW or WAH, and if the 

latter, in spinnaker or cruising class. Your 

decision will likely be based on the type of boat 

you are using, the owner’s input, and the 

experience level of your crew and your skipper. 

Putting together a crew is not a trivial 

undertaking. You need to identify individuals that 

have the skill set (or are willing to learn it!) to 

accomplish all the tasks on the boat—someone to 

steer, someone to call tactics, trimmers, pit 

person, bow person. This is a great opportunity to 

learn a new “job” on a race boat—don’t hesitate 

to try something different. The crew also needs to 

be committed to having some practice days on the 

water. If  it’s going to be your first regatta on the 

bow, trust me, you don’t want that first time to be 

during the race J. It can be a challenge to 

coordinate everyone’s schedule and find practice 

days during the busy summer months, but the 

confidence that comes with practice is really 

worth it. 

There are several upcoming races and clinics 

that would be perfect for helping get your team 

ready for WOW/WAH: 

June Cup  RBYC offers a series every Tuesday 
in June, where women are at the helm. Several 
MdR skippers and crew have participated in this 
regatta and staff commodore Karyn Jones is last 
year’s champion! 

SBYRC Start Clinic will be held Saturday, June 
14. This clinic involves chalk-talks about starting 
strategies and rules, and then multiple practice 
starts on the water. For newbies, starts can be the 
scariest time of a race, but after you’ve done a 
dozen or so in a row in this clinic you’ll instead 
begin to see how much fun they can be! 

WSA Race Clinic  Race co-chairs Kim Stuart 
and Michaela Draper, in conjunction with support 
from MVYC, will be hosting a full-day race clinic 
on Saturday, July 12. This is very much a 
beginners clinic, with classroom and on-the-water 
time. Kim will explain how to read sailing 
instructions, understand the course, and the 
starting procedures; as well as cover the basics of 
tactics and strategy. The on-the-water portion of 
the clinic is incredibly valuable! 

Robert Baker Regatta  Hosted by MVYC it’s 
held the day after the clinic, on Sunday, July 13.  
This is an excellent chance to practice the skills 
you just learned in the clinic! Plus, women 
skippers are scored separately in this regatta, 
enabling you to really compete against some of 
the other WOW/WAH teams. 

Sunset and Sundown Series  Participation in 
these are great ways for your team to practice.  
Ideally, use the race itself as a practice, or if that’s 
not possible, have your team man their positions 
on the way out to the race course and practice a 
bit before the start. 

I’ll make no secret of the fact that I really 

enjoy racing. I think it is one of the best ways to 

improve your sailing skills. I would really love to 

see the majority of WSA members participating in 

WOW/WAH. It’s a wonderful opportunity to try a 

job on the boat you haven’t done, learn a bunch, 

and have a blast all at the same time. Start talking 

it up now and get your team out on the water! 

 

June 10 Speaker Preview:  
Jan Wagner of SEA 

By Joan Chandler, Education Director 

On the evening of June 10 the Women’s Sailing 
Association of Santa Monica Bay will have a 
special presentation by guest speaker Jan Wagner 
of the Sea Education Association (SEA) of 
Woods Hole, MA. This program will be of 
particular interest to college and high school 
students and their parents, as the focus of SEA is 
providing a unique educational experience. 

Sea Education Association was founded in 
1971 as a non-profit educational institution which 
provides challenging academic programs ashore 
and at sea. Its 12-week SEA Semester program 
for undergraduates integrates marine science, 

(Continued on page 3) 
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maritime literature and practical seamanship with 
deep-water oceanographic research. Since SEA’s 
founding, over 7,000 students have participated in 
their programs.   

The brigantine SSV Corwith Cramer operates 
in the Northern Atlantic and Caribbean, while the 
brigantine SSV Robert C. Seamans sails 
exclusively in the Pacific. The Robert Seamans’ 
cruises include a summer high school program in 
collaboration with USC’s Wrigley Environmental 
Institute on Catalina.   

SEA’s vessels are the most sophisticated 
oceanographic research vessels under sail in the 
United States. In March 2008 SEA celebrated 
1,000,000 miles of safe ocean passage. 

Please come join us at the SMWYC on June 
10 at 6:30 p.m. to hear what is sure to be an 
exciting presentation! 

   

SUMMER PARTY!!! 
July 8 WSA General Meeting  
In July WSA abandons its usual format of having 
a business meeting and speaker at our general 
meeting—instead we’re just gonna kick back with 
a BBQ on the porch at SMWYC and take in 
summer in the marina. The summer party is on 
Tuesday, July 8 with festivities starting around 
6:30 p.m.  

Put on your best aloha shirt and bring a 
covered dish to share (salad, side dish, appetizer 
or dessert). Come enjoy burgers (veggie ones 
too!), hot dogs, sausages and all the fixins. Coffee 
will be available and the SMWYC bar will be 
open for purchase of your favorite beverage(s). 

 Can you help with setup or cleanup? We 
need it! E-mail sservice@mednet.ucla.edu if  
you can help.  

And don’t forget, your “admission” to the 
evening is a dish to share with others! 
 

WSA Summer Games… 
Do Not Miss It! 
By Kim Stuart, Fleet Captain 
Each year WSA holds a Summer Party to 
encourage members to meet, greet and get to 
know each other better, with a more relaxed 
schedule than our usual general membership 
meetings allow. This year we will be holding the 

WSA Summer Games as the theme of the party, 
and we’d like to see as many members attend as 
possible! 

Many of you may have participated in, or at 
least heard about, the famous “Gutter Regattas” 
which are held by the Boy Scouts, the Schock   
35 fleet and countless summer camps around the 
world. The goal of each team is to take the 
supplied boat kit and create a boat that is   
speedy, stylish, or hopefully BOTH, while match 
racing against other teams with identical boat kits 
in a fun and exciting mini-regatta! 

Teams will be chosen at the party, boat kits 
will be supplied, along with basic materials to 
turn your kit into a race-ready boat. Through a 
series of elimination races, the winner with the 
fastest boat and best technique will be determined 
in head-to-head competition while the crowd 
cheers the racers! 

No knowledge of boat building or sail making 
is required. WSA will supply identical boat kits 
for each team, and the venue will  consist of a pair 
of 10-12 foot rain gutters. NOR (Notice of Race) 
will be published in the July newsletter and SIs 
(Sailing Instructions) will be available the day of 
the event. 

Please join us for the first ever WSA Summer 
Games, in conjunction with our annual Summer 
Party! 

 

Friday Night Dining at SMWYC  

Chef Conrad Tafoya cordially welcomes all WSA 

members to the Friday night dinners at the 

SMWYC each week. The menu varies weekly 

and is always delightful! WSA members pay the 

same as SMWYC members and the cost varies 

each week depending on the menu. Make your 

reservations by e-mail  reservations@smwyc.org 

or by calling (310) 827-7692. Don’t miss out!!!  

 

Lost Your Prescription  
Sunglasses?  

A nice pair of prescription sunglasses have 

mysteriously turned up inside Diane Destiny’s 

sail bag. She contacted everyone she last sailed 

with —but no one claimed them. If you’ve been 

looking all over the house, boat, car, etc. for your 

shades, Diane may have just found them! Contact 

her at ddestny@charter.net or (616) 791-4541. 
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Cal Race Week Gets Greener! 

By Sue Service, Commodore 

WSA and CYC together helped Cal Race Week, 
held May 31 and June 1 at California Yacht Club, 
get a little greener. WSA set up several bins for 
plastic, aluminum and glass recycling, while CYC 
employees turned in the collected material to the 
recycling center.   

Many thanks to WSA members Deborah 
Washington, Carole Walsh, Fran Weber-Melville, 
Alexa Golden and Joan Chandler who monitored 
the bins and encouraged sailors to recycle. I heard 
many comments from racers along the lines of “I 
wish the other regattas did this!”   

I’ve heard that CYC is thinking of setting up 
some permanent recycling bins—yay! It’s a small 
step in the big picture, but every bit counts. 
Thanks everyone!  
 

Marina del Rey Sheriff Station 
Open House on June 14  

I would like to extend an invitation to the Marina 
del Rey Sheriff Station Open House on Saturday, 
June 14. The event will be from 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 
p.m. at the Marina del Rey Sheriff Station, 13851 
Fiji Way, Marina del Rey.  

There will be different types of Sheriff’s  
equipment on display. The best part of all is that it 
is FREE. No RSVP is required—just show up. 

Please share this invitation with your family, 
friends and neighbors.  

Deputy Joseluis Tapia  
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department  
Marina del Rey Sheriff Station  
Community Relations/Special Problems Team  
13851 Fiji Way  
Marina del Rey, CA 90292  
Phone: 310-410-7601  
e-mail: jmtapia@lasd.org  

 
Sunset Sail on Lightning 

By Fran Weber-Melville, Cruise Co-Chair 

On May 9 John Melville, Fran Weber-Melville, 

Sandra Canalis, Nicola Lamb, Dianne Christman, 

Rosemary Donato, Diane Hubner, and, oh yea the 

star of the show, Campbell (Dianne’s new 

sidekick) all hung out on Lightning for a great 

sunset and an even better food feast!!!  

As usual, the company was grand with lots of 

chatter about how to solve all the problems of the 

world...naught!!!!! Just plain old fun girl (and 

boy) chat!!! 

It all started out with John trying to be macho 

and pretend that the main halyard winch had   

broken and that he knew how to fix it!!! But we 

all know had it not been for Nicola and Diane 

Hubner to give him expert advise, the job would 

have never been fixed and we would have had to 

eat ourselves silly back in the slip! BTW, we did 

let John bask in his glory for about 10 minutes 

and then told him to zip it and eat!!! ☺☺☺☺ 

The feast all started with great appetizers; 

then we had individually packaged salads, two 

kinds of quiches to choose from which were 

freshly baked from Sandra’s famous quiche 

kitchen, and for dessert, hot chocolate and fresh 

baked chocolate chip cookies that finished off the 

food feast!!! Rosemary even got to sample  

Campbell’s “potato and duck” feast. We had a lot 

of food as some of the crew thought Campbell 

was an actual person—so there was an extra    

portion of everything  : ) 

If I remember correctly, we did have fun seas, 

good winds and the sunset was gorgeous and   

another great evening with sailing friends was 

had!  
 

 

Dianne Christman’s new best sailing friend, 
Campbell. Of course, “Wonder Dog” doesn’t 
actually need a life jacket; she’s just showing 
off her hot-pink outfit for the Lightning crew.  
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Boys and Girls Club of Venice 
Summer Sailing Program at 
Mother’s Beach  

Junior Jammers Boys and    
Girls Club Sailing Program       
for Teenagers 

By Fran Weber-Melville, Cruise Co-Chair 

 

 

 

 

Boys and Girls Club of Venice  
Fast and Fun Program Sailing Dates  

Tuesday 7/1       9 am – 6 pm 
Thursday 7/3      9 am – 6 pm 
Monday, 7/7       9 am – 6 pm 
Tuesday, 7/8      2 – 6 pm          (Tocaloma 10 am – 2 pm) 
Friday, 7/11        2 – 6 pm          (Tocaloma 10 am – 2 pm) 
Monday 7/14      9 am – 6 pm 
Tuesday 7/15     2 – 6 pm          (Tocaloma 10 am – 2 pm) 
Friday 7/18         9 am – 6 pm 
Monday, 7/21     2 – 6 pm          (Tocaloma 10 am – 2 pm) 
Thursday, 7/24   2 – 6 pm          (Tocaloma 10 am – 2 pm) 
Tuesday, 7/29    2 – 6 pm          (Tocaloma 10 am – 2 pm) 
Thursday, 7/31   2 – 6 pm          (Tocaloma 10 am – 2 pm) 
Friday 8/1           9 am – 6 pm 
Monday, 8/4       2 – 6 pm          (Tocaloma 10 am – 2 pm) 
Thursday, 8/7     2 – 6 pm          (Tocaloma 10 am – 2 pm) 
Monday 8/11      9 am – 6 pm 
Tuesday, 8/12    2 – 6 pm           (Tocaloma 10 am – 2 pm) 
Thursday 8/14    9 am – 6 pm 
Monday 8/18      9 am – 6 pm 
Tuesday 8/19     9 am – 6 pm 
Thursday 8/21    9 am – 6 pm 

1st Shift – kids arrive 10 am – return 1 pm 
2nd Shift – kids arrive 2 pm – return 5 pm 

 

Fast and Fun Summer Sailing Program 

The summer sailing program for the Boys and Girls 
Club of Venice Fast and Fun Program will be in full 
swing starting July 1 and finish up the end of August. 
In the Fast and Fun Program, each day there can be 
anywhere from 15 to 30 kids...clearly volunteers are needed. The program uses 14-ft. Hobie cats, kayaks 
and beach games to keep the kids happy. Spend as much time per day as you would like.  

Just contact Elayne Wright at (310) 422-0805 if you want to volunteer. Just be forewarned—it is more 
fun per day than anyone should have in their whole lifetime. If you volunteer, sit back and enjoy the ride!!! 

Junior Jammers 

The Junior Jammers Teen Sailing Program has specific dates that are included below with the Fast and Fun 
Program schedule. This program has 5–7 teens that go out on a large 30–40 ft. boat for an afternoon of  
sailing in the bay. The program needs skippers and boats to help this program fill the needs of the summer 
program. The kids come with a supervising adult from the sailing program. So the only expectation of the 
skipper of the boat is to welcome the crew on board, let them help set up the boat under your supervision, 
and then share your love of sailing with the teens! The same teens are scheduled to appear for two times in 
one week. Then another group of teens will come. There’s also a run to Redondo Beach for lunch at the end 
of August, so hopefully we can have 2–3 boats take a ride and show the kids some REAL boat regatta fun!   

If you are interested in helping out with the Junior Jammers Program, contact Fran Weber-Melville at 
(310) 738-3205 to get on the schedule to volunteer your boat for a session or two. 

 Junior Jammers “Big Boat” Dates (tentative)   
 NO permit required 
  
Tuesday 7/8       1 pm – 4 pm       
Thursday 7/10    1 pm – 4 pm       
Tuesday 7/15     1 pm – 4 pm       
Thursday 7/17    1 pm – 4 pm       
Tuesday 7/22     1 pm – 4 pm       
Thursday 7/24    1 pm – 4 pm       
Tuesday 7/29     1 pm – 4 pm       
Thursday 8/1      1 pm – 4 pm       
  
Tuesday 8/5       9 am – 5 pm        
Possible multiboat lunch cruise to KH 
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Race Report 
By Michaela Draper, Race Co-Chair 

May was a very busy month for racing, with    
racing on four of the five weekends, along with 
Wednesday nights, Thursday nights and a couple 
of Fridays, too. 

It all started out with Leukemia Cup on     
Friday May 2 at San Diego Yacht Cub. A race 
held to raise funds for leukemia research where 
your rating is adjusted according to how much 
money you raise. Several of our members 
participated, including myself and Christina 
Tarantola along with Kim Stuart on her Schock 
35, Voodoo Doll. 

This was followed the next two days with 
Yachting Cup. We finished a very respectable 3rd 
in the Schock 35 One Design class. WSA 
members on board were Kim, myself, Christina, 
Laura Guggenheimer and Robin Stout. Kelly 
Cantley, Mary Stuyvesant and Avghi were on the 
2nd placed Schock, Powerplay and Kathy 
Ross was on Joann. Sue Service, Joan Chandler 
and Marylyn Hoenemeyer also raced. 

The following weekend was the third in the 
Berger series. Once again, several members took 
part in various classes including Dianne 
Christman on the 2nd place Teaser, Kim Stuart, 
Wayne Brandow and many others. 

After a weekend off from racing a whole 
bunch of us headed off to Puerto Vallarta to take 
part in Regata Las Marietas, a women’s One-
Design regatta held every year in Capri 37s. We 
didn’t all race on the same boat, but members 
included myself, Kim Stuart, Christina 
Tarantola, Robin Stout, Kathy Ross, Maria Marin, 
Andrea Makshanoff, Liz Hjorth, Kelly Fennessy, 
Kelly Cantley, Mary Stuyvesant and Denise 
George. 

Last weekend was Cal Race Week. Again, a 
huge turnout of WSA members. Barbara Duker 
raced her Martin 242. In the Schock 35s were 
Kathy Ross on Joann in 1st place, Kelly Cantley 
and Avghi on Powerplay in 3rd, and myself, 
Christina Tarantola, Laura Guggenheimer and 
Robin Stout on Kim Stuart’s Voodoo Doll. In the 
Mumm 30 fleet Monica Skipwith finished 2nd on 
her boat Clockwork and Mary Stuyvesant was on 
board Babe. Liz Hjorth and Margaret Pommert 
were on Far Niente , a Farr 40, and Joan Chandler 
was on Cal Maritime. 

Every Wednesday night is CYC’s Sunset 
Series, running from April through September. 

The great news is that WSA members currently 
hold three of the top four places in the Cruiser B 
class. Tom Plaice is in 1st on Shandy, Jeannea 
Jordan in 2nd on Chekkerrs, closely followed by 
George Maronich in 4th on My Time II. 

Kelly Cantley is campaigning her Lido 14, 
Transitio every Thursday night in CYC’s 
Sunstroke Series. It’s raced in the main channel 
and is open to dinghies. 

On to new business. June is yet again a crazy 
race month. Every Tuesday is June Cup in 
Redondo Beach, a series for women at the helm. 
We have Wednesday night racing, Thursday night 
racing and DRYC’s Sundown Series on June 20. 
June 7–8 is Cat Harbor Layover and June 27–29 
is Long Beach Race Week. 

Please keep sending in your race results to 
racing@wsasmb.org to ensure inclusion in the 
next issue of Gal’ Warnings.  

That’s all for now. Sail fast and live slow!     

We Get to Wakeup in Mexico 
and Go Sailing 

By Mary Stuyvesant 

“We get to wake up in Mexico and go sailing,” 
“Mexico is for Lovers” and “Una mas margarita 
por favor” seemed to be the catch phrases of this 
past weekend, sailing Women’s One Design in 
Regata Las Marietas. 

This is a regatta that I have wanted to sail for 
several years and this year I was invited to be a 
part of the California Yacht Club crew. I mean 
really—how much better can it get? I was able to 
sail with great racers, in Mexico, women’s racing 
and One Design? 

What’s the catch? There really wasn’t one, as 
long as you are good with deep (what I imagine to 
be) Southeast Asia like heat and humidity, 
chartered boats and sails and the fact that —yay!  
I got to trim main—oh wait crap—I get to trim 
main. I am now a main trimmer. Prior to this 
weekend I was not a main trimmer. Perhaps 
someday I will be able to say I am a good main 
trimmer. I certainly feel like I went to main 
trimming boot camp and I had a fantastic drill 
instructor—Liz Hjorth. 

For me that was one of the fantastic 
opportunities of this weekend. Several of us were 
given the chance to literally travel outside of our 

(Continued on page 7) 
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comfort zones and either be introduced to big boat 
racing and/or new positions. Our first day of 
practice I announced I was not a main trimmer 
and was promptly informed “Well, you are now.”  
There were definitely some struggles and learning 
curves for a few of 
us on the first 
day—but every 
day became 
progressively 
better and we 
became tighter as a 
team. Everyone 
gave way more 
than 100% and 
truly excelled in 
their positions.  

What made 
this possible was 
the support system 
we had in place. 
The primary 
encouragement 
came from more 
experienced racers 
on our team—a 
few of the women 
had already done 
this regatta and are 
very experienced 
in chartering boats 
and traveling to 
other regattas.  
      There was also 
incredible support 
among the 
competitors. Karla 
Moreno Briones, 
the skipper of PV 
home team 
Dreadnought did a 
fantastic job of 
organizing a three-day regatta, facilitating hotels, 
sponsors, boat charters and sails (a big job). All of 
the other teams, Nauti Chicas from Dana Point, 
and Voodoo Doll from Marina Del Rey—even 
Karen Campbell’s team Novias del Mar from 
Long Beach, who unfortunately could not make it 
down this year (I am sure they will be back next 
year) pitched in and collaborated to make sure all 
the boats were competitive and had the best 
possible opportunity and experience on the water.   

Everyone traded information and tips prior to 
going down to Mexico; what to expect and bring 
for the boat charters and even combined teams to 
practice together on the water. This is what I love 
about women’s sailing. 

       The other thing 
I love are the men 
who support and 
encourage 
women’s racing. 
There were several 
men local to PV 
and men who came 
down from Dana 
Point and Marina 
Del Rey to cheer us 
on, run race 
committee, fix 
winches and when 
needed—kick us in 
the ass! 
  Unfortunately, I    
 don’t have 
everyone’s name,   
but special shout 
outs to Mike Priest, 
Mike George, 
Duncan Cameron, 
and Susie’s father, 
Bob, and sister, 
Annie. 
      Congratulations 
to all racers on all 
of the teams and a 
special shout out to 
my team, Liz 
Hjorth (tactician, 
WSA Member), 
Susie Taylor
(helmsman), Mary 
Kate Scott (runners, 
grinder, 

photographer), Kellie Fennessy (team captain, 
trimmer, WSA member), Denise George 
(trimmer), JoAnn Meepos (trimmer), Paula 
Cameron (pit), Tiffany Brain (main), Kelly 
Cantley aka MacGyver (bow, WSA member) and 
Mike Priest (coach, WSA member).  
 

(Continued on page 8) 

 

 

Photo by Ann Johnson 

              Both Marina del Rey Boats approach leeward                                                   
              rounding while PV team heads to windward mark 

CYC Team: Mary Kate Scott, Kellie Fennessy, JoAnn Meepos, 
Liz Hjorth, Kelly Cantley, Tiffany Brain, Paula Cameron, Mary 
Stuyvesant, Denise George, Susie Taylor 

Photo by Mike Priest 
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Mary Stuyvesant adjusting outhaul 

Kellie Fennessy trimming spin 

 

And there goes Mike Priest on the RC mark-set boat! 

Kelly Cantley “MacGyvering” between races with Paula 

Cameron and Kellie Fennessy “supervising” 

For me it was all about “Trav Up” and “Trav Down,” (I can 

still hear Liz in my head) and not so much about getting to 

“wake up in Mexico and go sailing,” but getting to wake up in 

Mexico and GO RACING (and drink margaritas) with an     

awesome group of women and men! I can’t wait to do it again! 
 

Photos by Mary Kate Scott 
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Member Spotlight:  
Dianne Christman 

By Peter Steinblums, Newsletter Editor 

A few years ago Dianne was introduced to sailing 
and racing by a former boyfriend. “I spent close 
to a year sitting on the rail of his boat, and 
ultimately after getting over my fear of the start 
line, I fell in love with being on the ocean and the 
exhilaration of racing!” says Dianne. “But 
when he ‘took his boat and went home,’ I knew I 
had to somehow find this for myself! I did a bit of 
research, a ton of networking and fairly quickly 
was fortunate to find some skippers willing to 
have me on their boat and teach me how to be a 
part of their crew.” 

Dianne learned about WSA after meeting 
Kim Stuart at a racing seminar in 2006, who 
invited her to a WSA event. Her favorite thing 
about WSA is the opportunity to participate in 
daysails and be a part of coordinating and 
scheduling them. Dianne says, “It’s fun to meet 
and sail with our members, especially being on 
board with a new member who is sailing for the 
first time with WSA. I love to sail and absolutely 
love to learn from our experienced skippers and 
racers.” Dianne has served as the WSA Daysail 
Chair since 2007. So be sure to keep an eye out 
for her e-mails and book a daysail soon! 

Although currently not a boat owner, Dianne 
says “my dreams are small, as I would love to 
have my own Lido 14. I think I would name it 
Wicked—but have changed my mind over and 

over again!” She is very active in racing, currently 
crew in the pit on a Santana 30/30, Teaser. “I 
have also crewed on a variety of other boats, 
including a J80, Jeanneau 44, Schock 35 and Farr 
40. This year I am participating in CYC’s 
Wednesday Night Sunset Series and the Berger 
Series,” she adds. 

Dianne’s biggest wins as crew in a race have 
been “1st place overall in Berger #3 (Pt. Dume) in 
2007 on board Teaser, and 1st place overall in 
Long Beach to Dana Point in 2006 on board A 
Frayed Knot (Long Beach). Although I wasn’t on 
board during this year’s Cal Race Week, I am 
very proud of Teaser’s 1st place finish in their 
fleet!” says Dianne. “One of my favorite races 
was getting to participate in WOW in 2007 with 
Diane Larson at the helm of the Olson 30 with a 
99% WSA crew. Although we had 
some complications, it was an honor and privilege 
to be part of the amazing ‘Cat Attack’ crew.” 

When asked about any particular sailing 
experience that stands out in her mind, Dianne 
explains, “My most dangerous and unpleasant 
experience had to be almost falling overboard 
while injuring myself when I slipped and fell on 
the deck in the middle of a very dark night while 
returning from Catalina to Newport Beach on a 
Christmas Eve. A true lesson in never being out 
there in the middle of the ocean without a life 
jacket and jack line—and the unnecessary ruin of 
a beautiful white jacket! We won’t discuss the 
other lessons : ) ”    

Some of Dianne’s future goals in sailing 
include “to constantly improve my skills and 
overall knowledge of sailing and to be the best 
team member I can be. Long overdue, I would 
love to learn how to drive—I would someday love 
to get to sail all the time on my very own Lido.” 

Dianne was born in Pennsylvania but her 
family relocated to Los Angeles when she was 
only 13 months old. Currently enjoying a break 
from the work grind, her former professions have 
included office and team manager in the world of 
corporate legal support and being a flight 
attendant for nearly 20 years. 

Other than sailing, Dianne’s current main 
interest and hobby is “my second crack at 
motherhood raising Campbell, ‘The Wonder 
Dog.’ Campbell has had the opportunity to sail a 
couple of times since I adopted her in February,” 
she says. “My human child is turning 30 this   

                                                  (Continued on page 10) 
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year and I am also extremely proud of his 
accomplishments, as well, although my goal has 
been, and continues to be, getting him out on a 
sailboat!”  

Dianne’s other interests include self 
discovery, spiritual healing and transformation. 
“Through this, I have become an almost full-
time volunteer at the Midnight Mission—one of 
the oldest and continuously operating human 
services organizations in the Los Angeles 
region—centered in the Skid Row area of 
downtown Los Angeles,” says Dianne. “I have 
spearheaded some fundraising for the Mission as 
well as being out on the streets in their Mobile 
Kitchen, which makes several stops on the streets 
of LA daily, feeding hundreds! I led the Mission’s 
2007 holiday toy drive, where we provided 
thousands of toys for the needy children of our 
community and I have been active in a number of 
their major fundraisers—including the 2007 golf 
tournament—making sure the players never went 
thirsty. I also helped with last year’s pre-holiday 
annual Malibu Concert fundraising event.” 

Dianne also says she “loves the musical 
theatre, my friends, travel, reading, watching my 
son’s blossoming career in theatre, film and TV; 
not setting the alarm clock and enjoying my 
hiatus from the workplace!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cruise to Santa Barbara Island 
August 8–10 

By Fran Weber-Melville, Cruise Co-Chair 

Rumor has it that Rosalie Davis-Green was going 

to try to sneak off to Santa Barbara Island in her 

boat Green Dragon. But we can’t let that 

happen...one of our sailing “sista’s” hanging by 

her lonesome!!! So skippers and crew wannabe’s, 

please look for a signup sheet at the June WSA 

meeting and the July party for the cruise to Santa 

Barbara Island. 

The island is 40 miles out to sea so it takes 

about 6–8 hours to get there. It is best to leave 

early Friday, maybe 6 a.m. or so (just a 

suggestion) to avoid the potential heavy winds   

on your nose in the afternoon. 

Then we kayak/dingy around the island on 

Saturday to say howdy to all the sea life that 

abounds on the island (elephant seals, seals, too 

many birds to even mention), have a dinner 

together on a boat, perhaps kayak again on 

Sunday, then have a good sail home with the 

prevailing winds.  

Caution…no hotels, no bars, no dancing, no 

nothin’ on this island. And that is what makes it a 

happening place for the right crowd! 

Skippers, you need to make sure your 

anchoring skills and tackle are topnotch...no 

mooring cans, no slips, but really good holding 

ground.  

P.S. If the weather is not conducive to going 

to Santa Barbara Island, we may just scoot over to 

Cat Harbor on the back side of Catalina Island 

and party down!!! The weather can be a bit 

challenging so the crowd needs to be flexible on 

the destination. Either way, it will be a fun time 

with boats and friends! 

If you have any questions or comments, 

please contact Fran Weber-Melville at (310)   

738-3205 or e-mail cptfran@aol.com. 
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Cruising Opportunities Every 
Weekend This Month 

By Margaret Pommert, Cruise Co-Chair 

Who says WSA is just about racing? Check out 

the cruise opportunities this month: 

June 7–8 is our Two Harbors cruise. Skipper 

Lenny may still have room on his boat for last-

minute crew. WSA cruisers and racers will meet 

up Saturday night after 8 p.m. at Doug’s for a 

joint party with our friends from Long Beach 

WSA, including the fabulously entertaining Holly 

Scott! Several of us are going to enjoy a WSA 

slumber party in a group campsite that night. Let 

me know ASAP if you’d like to join us. 

June 13–15 our friends from Fairwind YC have 

invited crew to join them on Fairwind boats for a 

cruise to Goat and Cabrillo Harbors on Catalina.  

June 20–22 our friends from SCCYC have 

invited WSA members to join their cruise to Two 

Harbors, including happy hour at the Banning 

House Lodge on Friday, and biking or kayaking 

on Saturday.  

June 29 is the FREE seminar Cruising the North 

Channel Islands at SCCYC (see below for info). 

Contact Margaret at cruising@wsasmb.org 

for more information about any of these events. 

 

Avalon Cruise a BIG Success!!! 

By Margaret Pommert, Cruise Co-Chair 

There were 28 happy sailors on seven boats who 
enjoyed our joint cruise to Avalon with Fairwind 
YC in May. It was a terribly hot weekend on the 
mainland that weekend, but cool sea breezes were 
enjoyed by 14 of us from Fairwind and 14 from 
WSA. 

Friday was a fresh broad reach all the way to 
Avalon. Our crew on George Maronich’s My 
Time II enjoyed a special treat in the middle of the 
channel when a group of grey whales put on a 
show for us that lasted five minutes. We felt like 
we were at Seaworld! First they were shooting 
straight up out of the water, two at a time. Then 
they started to breach in pairs—coming up out of 
the water and repeatedly landing on their sides. 
They finished their show with a long series of tail 
slaps, making loud booms—again two at a time. 

On Friday evening Susan Bonner and her 
crew had a lovely BBQ on the boat. Ken and 
Diane cooked seafood shish kebabs nonstop for 
an hour, while others ate them as fast as they 
cooked. Susan was skippering a Fairwind boat 
and had crew from both clubs. Susan and I are 
members of both clubs, and enjoyed introducing 
our various sailing buddies to each other over the 
weekend! 

On Saturday some of us enjoyed the silent 
movie, some played putt-putt golf, some    

                                          (Continued on page 12) 

On Sunday, June 29, the WSA and SCCYC are cosponsoring a FREE cruising seminar Cruising 

the Northern Channel Islands: A “How-To” Guide to Anacapa, Santa Cruz, Santa Rosa, and 

San Miguel Islands. SCCYC is hosting the seminar starting at 6 p.m. in their clubhouse.  
Marc Hughston is an instructor at OCC where this course is offered at $40 per person. But it 

will be FREE and OPEN to the public here—so bring your cruising friends and plan your Channel 

Islands adventure! Marc uses video, photos, charts and more to give you what you need to know 

about choosing passage strategies, best harbors, appropriate anchoring techniques and more!   

Plus, there will be complementary hospitality for a social hour from 5 to 6 p.m. Don’t miss it! 
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wandered around Avalon, some just slept and 
some read on the boats. Susan watched the 
WNBA Sparks’ season opener at the Marlin 
Sports Bar. Everyone enjoyed doing whatever 
they wanted to do!  

Lenny Tyminski and his crew on Aletheia 
enjoyed a quiet mooring in Descanso Harbor. We 
all met up in the evening for a great dinner 
gathering at an Italian place. Food was good, lots 
of chatter and we were well taken care of. 

We all slept like logs. On Sunday morning 
Wayne Brandow and his crew from Agua Cheetah 
joined us on George’s My Time II for a leisurely 
breakfast before we departed for a quiet motor 
home. Thanks to George, Susan, Lenny and 
Wayne for offering their boats and skippering 
skills to make a wonderful getaway weekend! 

 

Wanna see more photos? 
http://picasaweb.google.com/fyc.cruisechair/2008FYCWSAAvalonCruise?authkey=6UVjWARKvNo  

Photo by George Maronich 

George Maronich and My Time II crew take in some rays 

Lenny and Susana relaxing aboard Atheleia 

Photo by Margaret Pommert 

Agua Cheetah's crew shares breakfast          
Sunday morning with My Time II  

Photo by Margaret Pommert 

Susan Bonner and crew after their return to        
the dock in Marina del Rey 

Photo by Margaret Pommert 

Only Casino where you’re guaranteed NOT to lose money! 

Photo by Mike Gitchell 
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Upcoming Calendar of Events 
 June 2008                

  July 2008  

 
 

 

Racers:     Be sure to review the 2008 ASMBYC calendar at www.asmbyc.org   

Daysails:  Daysails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays but are NOT on this calendar.         
                     Contact Dianne Christman wsadaysails@gmail.com for up-to-date info! 
 

 

8 Tue WSA General Meeting SUMMER PARTY!!! – SMWYC, 6:30 PM 

22 Tue WSA Board Meeting 

12 Sat 
WSA Race Clinic – WSA/MVYC 
Malibu and Return   Dave Wall 2 – PSSA 

13 Sun 
Dr. Robert Baker Regatta – MVYC 
Chuck Stein 2 and 3  – PMYC 

18 Fri Sundown Series  Sundown 3 – DRYC 

19–20 Sat/Sun One Design Weekend – SCCYC 

4–5 Fri/Sat MdR to San Diego   Mac Jones 4 – SMWYC  

26 Sat Two’s Company  MdR Man/Woman 2 – SBYRC 

27 Sun Marks-A-Lot  Cruiser Handicap 1 – SMWYC 

3 Tue June Cup Series begins (Tuesdays)  Women at the Helm – RBYC 

7 Sat 

MdR to Cat Harbor   Berger 4 – DRYC   Bill Stein 4 – DRYC    
                                 Mac Jones 2 – SMWYC  

The Other Way Regatta   Spinnaker 4 – KHYC 

7–8 Sat/Sun Cruise to Two Harbors  w/LB WSA  

8 Sun 
Eagle Rock to MdR   Berger 5 – DRYC   Bill Stein 5 – DRYC   
                                  Mac Jones 3 – SMWYC       

10 Tue WSA General Meeting – SMWYC, 6:30 PM 

14 Sat Start Clinic – SBYRC  

20 Fri Sundown Series   Sundown 2 – DRYC 

24 Tue 
WSA Board Meeting 

June Cup Series ends   Women at the Helm – RBYC 

27–29 Fri/Sat/Sun Long Beach Race Week – LBYC 

29 Sun FREE Seminar – Cruising the North Channel Islands, SCCYC, 5 PM  
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Commodore 

Sue Service 

commodore@wsasmb.org 

 

Vice Commodore 

Diane Larson 

vicecommodore@wsasmb.org  

 

Secretary 

Andrea Makshanoff 

 

Treasurer 

Karen Kuchel 

 

J/S Commodore 

Laura Guggenheimer 

jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 

 

Cruise Co-Chairs 

Fran Weber-Melville & Margaret Pommert 

cptfran@aol.com or  

cruising@wsasmb.org 

 

Daysail Chair  

Dianne Christman 

daysails@wsasmb.org or 

wsadaysails@gmail.com 

 

Membership Chair  

Sandy Penrod 

membership@wsasmb.org 

 

Education Director 

Joan Chandler 

education@wsasmb.org 

 

Communications Director 

Christina Tarantola 

pr@wsasmb.org 

 

Newsletter 

Peter Steinblums 

newsletter@wsasmb.org 

 

Race Co-Chairs 

Kim Stuart & Michaela Draper 

racing@wsasmb.org 

 

Social Director 

Kelly Weiss 

events@wsasmb.org 

 

Webmaster 

Laura Guggenheimer 

webmaster@wsasmb.org 

 

Skipper Liaison 

Karyn Jones 

skippers@wsasmb.org 
 

Historian 

Sandra Canalis  

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION 
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 

P.O. Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
      To promote and support women’s 

           Sailing based on the following principles: 

      To provide education opportunities; 

      To provide  information on gaining access to 

           Races, cruises and other Santa Monica 

           Bay  activities; 

      To support “Youth in Sailing” community 

          Service programs; 

      To Support established sailing programs 

           For women; and 

      To enhance networking opportunities. 

     http://www.wsasmb.org  Women’s Sailing Association of Santa Monica Bay 

2008 WSA Board and  
Committee Chairs 


