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Gal' Warnings 
 
 

By Diane Larson  

Happy Holidays to all! 
WSA ends our year 
with some very fun 
events so I hope you 
can participate. WSA 
members are 
competitive when it 
comes to the Marina 
del Rey Holiday Boat 
Parade – we have 
won numerous prizes 
over the years for our 
boat entry and I am 

sure this year will be no exception since I have been 
privy to our exciting design plans. The parade is on 
Saturday, December 12. Big THANK YOU to Lenny 
Tyminski for offering his boat, Aletheia, and to Susana 
Hernandez Araico for coordinating all the efforts for 
the parade this year. We always need 
volunteers to help at our decorating 
parties and certainly the day of the 
parade so come on out! Or support the 
community and get into the festive 
spirit by getting out to watch this very 
neat event (go to 
www.mdrboatparade.org for 
information on start time, parking and 
viewing areas). 
The annual WSA Installation and 

Holiday dinner is held on Tuesday, 
December 8 at SMWYC in place of our 
usual general meeting. Dinner and raffle tickets must 
be purchased in advance and the deadline is 
November 30 so hopefully you didn’t miss it. It is a 
good excuse to get dressed up a little bit, enjoy a 
great meal and share a nice evening with our fellow 
sailors and friends. It is at this time that we welcome 
in the new Board, honor the service of the outgoing 
Board, as well as recognize WSA members who 
contribute so much throughout the year. I hope to 
see you there! 
The days are shorter but still warm with lots of 

great time to be had on the water here in December 
so happy and safe sailing! Best wishes and happy 
holidays to you and your family. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Thank You 2009 Board of Directors 
and Chairpersons! 
By Diane Larson, Commodore 
 

I would like to thank each Board 
member and Chairperson for all 
their time and contributions this 
year. You have made this a very fun 
year for me and I greatly appreciate 
all the guidance and support you 
have given me along the way. 
Some have more time to give than 
others, but it all matters and makes 
a difference.  You should be very 
proud of what you have contributed 
to keep WSA a strong, growing and 
vital organization to women’s sailing 
in our community.  Plus, I have 

really enjoyed the opportunity to get to you know you 
better and share some good laughs and memorable 
experiences together. Thank you again for your 
service to WSA! 

 
2010 WSA Membership Renewals 
By Diane Larson, Commodore 
 

Reminder that WSA memberships will need to be 
renewed starting January 1. If you renew before our 
February 9 general meeting, you will receive a $10 
discount on the $100 membership fee. After the first 
of January, a 2010 membership form and waiver will 
be on the WSA website and in the newsletter. Our 
goal is to have an option to submit your application 
and pay your fee on the internet! We are in the 
testing phase but if all goes well we will be ready to 

Commodore’s Corner  

Carole Walsh and George Maronich enjoy-
ing a WSA cruise.  

Photo credit Bob Falisey & Coco Leigh 

December 8 Meeting 

Installation Dinner and 

Holiday Party 

6:30 pm  Social hour 

7:30 pm dinner and pro-

gram 

 

$20 per person, advance 

reservations required! 
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launch by January which will allow WSA to 
reduce paper and be “greener”, make it 
more convenient for you, and make the 
Membership Chair’s job much easier. Of 

course, the back-up option to mail in your application 
and check will still be available. More details to follow 
soon. 
 

Find WSA on Facebook 
Reminder that you can find Women’s Sailing 

Association of Santa Monica Bay on Facebook.  Join 
our group today and be a part of the social media 
craze! It’s a great way to learn more about your 
fellow sailors as well as share your photos or updates 
with WSA in an open forum.   
 

Congratulations to the 2010 Board 
By Diane Larson, Commodore 

I am very pleased to announce the new Board for 
2010. WSA has another great year planned and I am 
confident the new regime will keep everything 
running smoothly as well as bring many new and 
exciting ideas to the table. All at WSA appreciate that 
you have stepped forward to help lead WSA into a 
bright, new year. As Junior Staff Commodore, I look 
forward to being a part of the team and working with 
all of you. Thank you and Congratulations! 
 
Susana Hernandez Araico  Commodore 
Christina Tarantola   Vice Commodore 
Diane Larson     Jr. Staff Commodore 
Patricia Rose     Secretary 
Fred Rossmeissl    Treasurer 
Michaela Draper    Communications Director 
Kim Stuart      Education Director 
Coco Leigh      Fleet Captain / Cruise 
Bob Falisey     Fleet Captain / Cruise 
Janet Davis     Social Director 
Dianne Christman   Daysail 
Mary Stuyvesant    Race 
John Nelson     Webmaster 
Sue Service/John Nelson Newsletter 
Sharon Breitling    Membership 
Sandra Canalis    Historian 
Kelly Weiss     Hospitality 
Krystina Price     Publicity 

 

21st Annual Women’s Sailing 
Convention – February 6 
 

Early heads up that the 21st Annual Women’s Sailing 
Convention will be held on Saturday, February 6 at 
Bahia Corinthian Yacht Club in Corona Del Mar, CA.  
This is the premier educational event for women in 
Southern California.  Day includes over 25 interactive 

workshops to choose from, top women sailing 
instructors, meals and just a lot of fun and a neat 
opportunity to meet many other women sailors.  The 
featured speaker is USCG Captain Patricia Garfiekl, a 
blue-water sailor who double handed the 2005 
Transpac on her Catalina 47.  Patty also owns her 
own yacht brokerage with offices in San Francisco, 
San Diego and Newport Beach.  See information on 
the event at http://wsscya.scyaweb.org.  Registration 
for 2010 begins after December 20 and forms are 
available on the website.  Convention fee is $165 per 
person.  It fills up fast so don’t contemplate too long. 
 

WSA at the Holiday Boat Parade 
By Susana Hernandez Araico, Vice-Commodore 

As always, the WSA entry for the 2009 MdR Holiday 
Boat Parade is really ingenious.  
The design committee met at Susana's house on 

Sunday, November 15th, and came up with a really 
clever idea to decorate Lenny Tyminski's 40 ft boat 
according to this year's theme, Christmas in Paradise. 
The design is so clever that we have got to keep it 
secret until December 12th !! By the night of the 
parade on December 12th, the design will have kept 
WSA members busily having fun at two work- parties, 
Sat. Nov. 28th and Sun. December 6th., 10:00-2:00 
p.m. If you missed the fun at the work-parties at 
Susana's house, you can still join the Xmas boat 
parade volunteers on Saturday, December 12 at the 
dock, starting at 9:00 a.m., for the final setting up of 
lights and decorations on the boat.  We need all the 
help we can get. Lenny Tyminski's boat, Aletheia, 
docked at B Basin (slip B1720 of the Bay Club Marina, 
off Tahiti Way), will certainly be all decked out with 
XMAS lights and an imaginative design!! 
This year the Sweepstakes Award for the "Best 

Overall" boat in the parade is a five-night stay at the 
King Kamehameha Kona Beach Resort in Hawaii, with 
these additional bonuses. 
 

CRUISE ALASKA JULY 2010 – See The 
Glaciers Before They Are Gone! 
By Coco Leigh and Bob Falisey, Cruise Co-Chairs 

 
See, hear and feel nature’s awesome power as 

immense icebergs fall from the face of enormous 
glaciers and send water shooting high into the air. 
Our itinerary via Glacier Bay National Park includes 
scenic cruising in beautiful College Fjord. Travel via 
Hubbard Glacier, called the “Galloping Glacier” for its 
rapid advance, and cruise stunning Wrangell-St. Elias 
National Park. Shoreside explore Ketchikan, Juneau, 
Haines (Skagway) and the spectacular Kenai 
Peninsula in Seward. 
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The best way to see Alaska is aboard a luxury 
cruise ship. Traveling inside the barrier islands makes 
for smooth seas and pleasant weather. We have 
chosen Holland America’s ms Ryndam which is about 
half the size of other cruise ships allowing her to get 
up close and personal with the glaciers! Holland 
America is known for its premium service and cabins 

that are 25% larger than their competitors. 
This 7 Day Cruise leaves Vancouver on July 18, 

2010 and arrives in Seward on July 25 where you will 
fly home from Anchorage. Cabin prices start at $949 
per person based on double occupancy. Airfare, tax 
and airport transfers are not included in price. 
There is an optional 7 Day Land Tour available that 

includes: a tour of Kenai Fjords National Park with an 
overnight at a beautiful secluded lodge near Seward; 
motor coach trip and overnight in Anchorage with 
time to explore the city; scenic domed rail car to 
Denali National Park with a tour and 2 nights in 
Denali; scenic domed rail car to Fairbanks with 
Sternwheeler River boat city tour and Gold Dredge 

tour with lunch and 2 nights in Fairbanks. You would 
fly home from Fairbanks on July 31. Prices for 7 Day 
Cruise plus 7 Day Land Tour start at $2499 per 
person based on double occupancy and include 
escorted tours, transportation and lodging. Airfare, 
tax and airport transfers are not included in this price. 
A small deposit will hold your space on this 

magnificent trip. I only have a limited number of 
cabins available. Reserve early for best prices and 
cabin selection. Deposits must be received no later 
than Feb. 10, 2010. Contact Coco Leigh 818-903-
7685; cocoleigh@sbcglobal.net  for reservations and 
information. 
If this trip interests you but you cannot make these 

dates, I can book you on another date. But, it will not 
be at the group pricing. Call Coco for competitive 
pricing 818-903-7685. 
 

CRUISE NEWS -  
From your Cruise Chairs Coco Leigh and Bob Falisey 
 

We are very excited to be returning as your 2010 
Cruise Chairs. We had some great cruises this year 
and we learned a lot! Just a recap of our fabulous 
2009 Cruise Season: We started the year with a cruise 
to Redondo Beach. Bob and Coco were bringing 
their brand new 45’ Catamaran, “Now Voyager” up 
from San Diego. The winds were high so none of the 
other skippers brought their boats down to Redondo 
Beach but, everyone arrived by car and we had a 
great party with about 20 people onboard “Now 
Voyager”. We had a wild sail back to Marina del Rey 
on Sunday with winds gusting to 40mph. Our next 
cruise to Avalon for Cinco de Mayo was the most 
heavily attended with 6 boats and crew coming over 
for the celebration. July 4 we celebrated in Long 
Beach with another great party onboard “Now 
Voyager”. Labor Day was our traditional cruise to the 
Channel Islands with 3 boats participating and 
another great week-end on the water! Our cruise for 
Buccaneer Days didn’t come together because we 
couldn’t get any skippers who wanted to go. 
We would like to get feedback from both our 

Skippers and Crew on where you would like to go in 
2010. Please email Coco at cocoleigh@sbcglobal.net 
or call 818-903-7685. 

Cruise Alaska July 2010: We have blocked 
cabins on Holland America Cruise line with some great 
group prices! All are welcome; both WSA and Non-
WSA members. The best way to see Alaska is on a 
cruise ship! See the separate article in this newsletter 
for all the details or call or email Coco at 818-903-
7685; cocoleigh@sbcglobal.net . Deposits are due no 
later than Feb 10, 2010. 
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Scenes from cruising with 
WSA in 2009 

All photos by Bob Failsey and Coco Leight 

Above: George, Ada, Wayne and Diane enjoying 
the party 
Below: Lenny, Kristi-Ann, Diane and Carol deep in 
discussion 

Is it Mai-Tai time on “Now Voyager”? 

Above: Pam, Bob and Coco in the cockpit 
Left: Shar takes a turn at the wheel 
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Upcoming Calendar of Events 
December 2009 

 
 
 
 

Janurary 2010 
 

2nd Sat Malibu and return—DRYC 

12th Tues WSA General Meeting 

16-17 Sat/Sun WSA Race Clinic 

10th Sun Winter Sunset Series CYC 

9th Sat Champagne Series #1 SBYRC 

23rd Sat  Champagne Series #2 

26th Tues WSA Board Meeting 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2009 ASMBYC calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays but they are NOT listed 

on this calendar. Contact Dianne Christman at  wsadaysails@gmail.com 
for up-to-date info! 

WSA Website: www.wsasmb.org 

8th Tues WSA Installation Dinner and Holiday Party 

12th Sat MdR Holiday Boat Parade 

13th Sun Winter Sunset Series CYC 

 

Some random images from WSA 2009... 
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     2009 WSA Board and Committee Chairs 

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support women’s sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support “Youth in Sailing” community service pro-

grams; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

Commodore   
Diane Larson 
commodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Vice Commodore  
Susana Hernandez Araico 
vicecommodore@wsasmb.org  
 

Secretary  
Patricia Rose 
 

Treasurer 
Karen Kuchel 
treasurer@wsasmb.org 
 

Junior Staff Commodore   
Sue Service 
jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain   
Coco Leigh & Bob Falisey 
fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org 
 

Race Co-Chairs    
Mary Stuyvesant & Michaela Draper 
racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Co-Chairs   
Coco Leigh & Bob Falisey 
cruising@wsasmb.org 
 

Day Sail Chair   
Dianne Christman 

daysails@wsasmb.org or wsadaysails@gmail.com 

 
Skippers Liaison 
Karyn Jones 
skippers@wsasmb.org 

Education Director   
Joan Chandler 
education@wsasmb.org  

 
Social Director 
Andrea Makshanoff & Gibbi Gibson 
social@wsasmb.org  

 
Social Chair 
Kelly Weiss 

events@wsasmb.org  

 
Membership Chair  
Jamie Moore 
membership@wsasmb.org  

 
Communications Director 
George Maronich 
communcations@wsasmb.org  

 
Publicity Chair 
Robin Stout & Kathy Ross 

pr@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors 
Sue Service & John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org  

 
Webmaster 
Peter Steinblums 
webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian 

Sandra Canalis  


