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What’s in the
wind…
Commodore’s Column
Channel Islands Cruise
Recap and Photos
October Business Meeting
WOW/WAH Recap

IMPORTANT
MEETING
REMINDER
RSVP by emailing
rsvp@wsasmb.org
SEE PAGE 11 FOR
OTHER IMPORTANT
DINNER INFO!
RSVP deadline
is NOON, the SATURDAY
before the meeting.

The Saturday WOW/WAH crew on My Time 3. Wendy
Northup, Mary Jo O’Neill, Sunshine Jen, George
Maronich, Suzy Curry, Patricia Rose, Diane Hubner and
WAH Skipper Barbara Morris (bottom right).
(See story and photos beginning on page 6)

Meeting Agenda for October 10, 2017
6:00 pm Social Hour
7:00 pm Dinner Buffet Served
7:20 pm Meeting Begins (speaker to follow). 8:30 pm Adjournment.
Location: Santa Monica Windjammers YC, 13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey
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RB D
UFF
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Commodore’s Column
by Jana Davis
October already? How can this be? As
your captain at the helm of this wonderful
ship (with a crew of over 150 strong!),
October has a weird feel to it. A look off our
stern it seems we are coming to a close for 2017. Our last of
15 (FIFTEEN) cruises happens this month as the gang sails
to Catalina for hiking, games and more. This has been quite
a year for our cruisers, where we were able to mix in
extended sails as well as some short overnighters. Thank you
to our skippers for our robust cruising schedule and for
continuing to get our members out on the water.
The buildup to my favorite event of the year has now come
and gone. I am happy to report the Women on the Water /
Woman at the Helm Regatta was again a success. We had 16
boats join in the competition which was even more than last
year and there was a headcount of over 120 crew!
Once again, our generous skipper, George Maronich, filled
his boat with all WSA crew including a repeat offender at the
helm, Barbara Morris. There were so many crew wanting to
be on My Time 3 they had to alternate members for Saturday
and Sunday. WOW/WAH is an event hosted by ASMBYC. But
that fact is lost on most clubs who think it’s our event. Why?
Because there are so many WSA members out there racing
and volunteering. We take over the show! A personal thank
you to all of you who helped lend a hand and those that took
a chance and gave racing a try this year. So, while I peer off
our stern and check some big items off the list, now I look
off the bow and there is so much yet ahead for 2017.
Karyn Jones is getting our WSA crew ready to battle it out
with other all-women crews in the Linda Elias Memorial
Women’s One Design down in Long Beach, October 13-15.
We wish them the best of luck. Sail fast ladies.
There is also the annual Marina del Rey holiday boat
parade to look forward to on December 9. Our vice
commodore, Mary Jo O’Neil is recruiting her boat parade
helpers to, once again, deliver us an award-winning entry.
You are going to want to be a part of the parade fun. We’ll be
looking for decorators, riggers, dancers and more.
We also have plenty of business yet ahead. Our October
general meeting is our annual business meeting. Among
other things we will present a slate of candidates for our
officer and director positions for 2018 and will be accepting
nominations for our prestigious Marilyn Butefish award.
So much fun already in the captain’s log, so much more
ahead before the sun sets on 2017.
“Hark now hear the sailors cry, smell the sea and feel the
sky, let your soul and spirit fly into the mystic”
– Van Morrison

October Meeting
by Mary Jo O’Neill, Acting Education
Director
Junior Staff Commodore Melody Kanschat
and WSA member Hans Kosten will be
speaking at the WSA’s October General
Meeting. Melody skippered Harmony and Hans skippered
New Moon in 2016’s Baja HaHa rally from San Diego to
Cabo San Lucas. They will be discussing their
preparations, provisioning, crew assembly and adventures
associated with the HaHa.

Members Enjoy a Day Sail on Ruthsm

Sue Ann Wong, Sam Wagner and Ruthe Small.

Lania Bettin takes the helm.

Parvin Abyaneh

Carola Dunham
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October – Annual Business Meeting
At the October 10 meeting we will present the slate
of Officers and Directors to be voted on at our
November meeting. We are still accepting
candidates, so if you want to run or know
someone who wants to run, let us know now!
Please contact Melody Kanschat at
jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org.
We are also accepting nominations for the
Marilyn Butefish award. WSA’s most
prestigious honor, the Marilyn Butefish
Award, is presented annually by WSA in
recognition of a club member who has
made an exceptional contribution to the
promotion of women’s sailing through
service to WSA.
This gorgeous trophy is currently on
display at Santa Monica Windjammers
Yacht Club. Established in 1986, this
perpetual award was created as a memorial to

member Marilyn Butefish. Every year since then,
WSA has proudly recognized award recipients for
their exceptional contributions to WSA,
specifically service that goes “beyond mere
performance of duty.” Any current WSA
member (female or male) is eligible. A
nomination can also include more than
one member for an exceptional “team
contribution”.
To submit a nomination, please include the
person’s name and a few sentences about
why your nominee deserves this award.
Nominations can be submitted to
Commodore Jana Davis at
commodore@wsasmb.org. Nominations may
also be submitted at the October meeting.
Voting for the WSA 2018 Board of
Directors, updated bylaws and for the
2017 Marilyn Butefish recipient will take
place at the November 14 general meeting.

ByLaws

Renew Early and Save!

IMPORTANT NOTICE
A draft of the proposed updated Bylaws
is available for review and has been
emailed to all members. Members will
be voting on the proposed changes at
the November 14 meeting.
To view the document online, visit
www.wsasmb.org.

You might be hanging on to the last of summer or
gearing up for Halloween, but we’re already thinking
about next year, and we hope you will, too!
Renewing your WSA membership early not only
ensures that you don’t miss a moment of the fun and
activities we have going on, but it also saves you
money. Renew for 2018 before November 30, and save
$10 on the membership fee of $120. You can pay by
Paypal through our website or you can mail to
Women’s Sailing Association of Santa Monica Bay,
P.O. Box 10034, Marina del Rey, CA 90295. If you have
any questions, please contact our Membership Chair
Monique Delmar at membership@wsasmb.org.
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Mad Madeline Goes to Santa Cruz
by Cloyd Milton
WSA has had some awesome sailing adventures and
here we begin another. We had it all: strong sailing
conditions, beautiful moon lit nights, then star filled
nights, calm anchorages, pleasant swimming and
kayaking, and even thunderstorms.
Brisk winds were met as we, Debbie Juster, Karen
Sarpolus and Cloyd Milton, on board Mad Madeline,
exited Channel Islands Harbor. The full main was raised
and a reefed jib set. We sailed comfortably along until the
wind and seas increased. The main was expertly reefed.
Mad Madeline sailed comfortably along, except a “slight”
heel of twenty-five degrees. The winds picked up to the
mid-twenties reaching a high of 28 knots. The seas grew
to six to eight feet topped with rolling white crests and
some broke over Mad Madeline hitting the mainsail and
then falling in a torrent to the deck. Karen’s not-so-lucky
position resulted in two dousings. You ask, “How did the
crew react to such rough conditions?” A look at their
faces revealed ear to ear smiles. Debbie declared that if we
were like the happy motorcyclist we’d have fish scales on
our teeth.
Smuggler’s, being in the lee of the island, offered good
anchorage. Our crews took to the water. The first
moments in were cool indeed, but soon became
enjoyable. One of the best events of cruising is sharing
time with fellow sailors. This was done aboard Bateau
Frowe and we enjoyed a bountiful happy hour, the first of
several. We returned to Mad Madeline for evening chow.
The gourmet chefs served lobster — yummy. Anacapa
Island was directly east of us and the full moon made a
gorgeous entrance rising from behind the island sending
reflected moon beams shining across the water. It can’t
get better: good sea conditions, great company, tasty food
and beautiful natural scenery.
Friday, we left for Prisoner's. Oh joy, we found it empty
giving us plenty of room. We anchored in ideal
conditions: sunny warm skies, calm seas and gentle
winds. Maria Langford arrived Saturday morning aboard

Happy at the helm, Debbie Juster on Mad Madeline
— Photo by Karen Sarpolus

an Island Packer boat. Mad Madeline was happy to have
her full crew aboard. Saturday night we viewed lightning
to the east. Then came Sunday evening. We were on
board Ruthsm watching lightning light up the back side
of the island. Dark clouds appeared. We wasted no time
returning to our boat. No sooner than arriving the rain
came. Then the show continued. Constant lightning,
followed by thunder, lit up the bay, sometimes as bright
as day. There were periods of strong winds then rain. This
lasted for some four hours. We decided placing the
outboard aboard Mad Madeline would prevent difficulties
should the wind and rain increase. The dinghy has
become airborne before. Karen and Debbie donned
lifejackets and harnesses and in the dark windy conditions
safely did the job. You ask what I did, the man of the boat?
I helped Maria hold the flashlight.
Monday our flotilla split up. Karen switched to
Chekkerrs to assist Jeannea on the return sail to MdR.
Bateau Frowe and Options (friends of Susan and Tom
from Bateau Frowe) headed west around the island for
Coches Prietos. Chekkerrs and Ruthsm headed for
Ventura. Mad Madeline headed for Smuggler’s. As we
rounded the island’s east end the wind was 18 knots from
the southwest. Would this wind make Smuggler’s
uncomfortable? We noticed Little Scorpion was calm.
Continued on page 5

Bateau Frowe, Chekkerrs, Ruthsm and Options anchored at Santa Cruz Island. — Photo by Karen Sarpolus
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Channel Islands – continued from page 4
Should we anchor there? We continued on to Smuggler’s.
As we approached, the cliffs to the west offered some
protection. The winds subsided to eleven knots as we
anchored. The conditions became calm. Debbie and I
swam about. After dinner Maria and I played King’s in The
Corner in the cockpit. Our lantern made the world
disappear and it seemed we were floating in black
darkness and only the two of us existed.
On Tuesday at 5:30 a.m. we arose and prepared for
departure. At 6:30 we were on our way. Nearing Pt. Dume
we set the whisker pole and winged it home.

Suzy, Barbara, Laura and Wendy enjoying happy hour aboard
My Time 3 at Paradise Cove. — Photo by George Maronich

Four Virgins in Paradise

Jeannea Jordan and Malcolm Page on Chekkerrs.

Malcolm Page, Karen Sarpolus, Sam Wagner, Cloyd Milton
and Diane Hubner enjoy happy hour aboard Bateau Frowe.
— Photo by Susan French

Mary Jo O’Neill, Malcolm Page, Karen Sarpolus and Melody
Kanschat head out for an island hike.
— Photo by Diane Hubner

by Barbara Morris
Don’t be taken aback by the headline, the four virgins
refers to the crew of My Time 3, all of whom had never
been to Paradise Cove before. Along with myself, Suzy
Curry, Wendy Northup and Laura Underhill joined
skipper George Maronich for an overnight trip to Malibu
on Saturday, September 30.
We got off the dock a bit later than expected and being
unable to sail directly to our anchorage, we motorsailed
most of the way, tacking a few times, and arrived to drop
anchor a little before sunset. A lot of fishing buoys were
scattered in the shallower waters so we anchored out
further than we planned. George assured me however,
that we would still have a great view of Barbra Streisand’s
estate (my idol).
Happy hour, dinner and a game of dice was followed by
a somewhat rocky nights sleep. The morning brought
sunshine and calm waters. After breakfast some
contemplated a swim but
standing on the swim
ladder revealed water too
cold for a dip. The kayaks
we had borrowed stayed
in their cases and
instead, we just relaxed
and enjoyed the scenery
until it was time to head
home.
A pod of playful
dolphins and good
sailing conditions topped
off our quick trip to
George Maronich
Paradise (Cove).
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WSA Dominates WOW/WAH Participation
By Barbara Morris
More than 40 of our members joined a crew or a
committee or took the helm for the 2017 WOW/WAH
Regatta. Of the 16 boats that registered, six were driven
by WSA women.
As a second time “woman at the helm”, I was confident
that our team would do better than last year’s 3rd place in
the cruising class. I was wrong. Of course, there are many
factors that play into how well one does including more
competition than the year before, but the overwhelming
reason we placed near the bottom (I believe) was my lack
of experience and knowledge about racing. While I’ve
been sailing (cruising) for more than 25 years, it’s the ins
and outs of racing that tripped me up. I definitely should
have studied the rules, the flags and the starting sequence
signal horns a lot more.
Early on, WSA skipper George Maronich offered up his
Catalina 42, My Time 3, for an all WSA member crew.
Initially, I wasn’t planning on participating due to a
shoulder injury (I drove George’s boat last year), but as
that got better, and as more crew signed up, I decided to
give it another shot provided there wasn’t anyone else
wanting to take the helm.
I gathered my crew, designed shirts and signs, planned
breakfast and happy hour, and scheduled a practice a few
days before the race weekend. With a handful of less
experienced crew, it was important we all met and got a
chance to practice. That opportunity never came to be as
we were unable to get to the boat because of a police
barricade at Panay Way. They were looking for an armed
suspect and everyone in the area was on lockdown until
mid-evening. We did, at least, have a meeting to discuss
the race and learn more about each crew members
experience.
I was most intimidated by the start of the race and with
the expert guidance of crew member Sunshine Jen, we
had an excellent start on the first race on Saturday. The

The Sunday WOW/WAH crew on My Time 3. Laura Underhill,
Patricia Rose, George Maronich, Krystal Maughan, Suzy Curry,
Skipper Barbara Morris, Caroline Anderson and Dima Ariss.

first race lasted about three hours and a few navigation
errors had us falling a bit behind. With just a few minutes
between races, we gobbled down some lunch and got
lined up for the second start. We weren’t the first boat
across the line, but we weren’t the last either. More
navigation errors (my fault) had us bringing up the rear
of the fleet. Upon arrival at our last mark (T) we found a
chase boat. I figured they were there to take pictures.
Turns out, the finish line had been moved to that mark
because everyone except one boat would not be able to
finish before the deadline of 4:30 p.m. A horn was blown
and our time was recorded but we were told it wouldn’t
count because we were late. Only one of the cruising class
boats finished in time with the rest being disqualified. A
decision that was later overturned.
Day two began with a forecast of Santa Ana winds. We
headed out to get in some practice time before the start
which proved very beneficial as I had a larger number of
less experienced crew members
than the day before.
Unfortunately, some confusion
about the starting sequence
signal horns led us to start a
minute early. Huge error on
my part that caused us to be
disqualified because we didn’t
go back. We didn’t actually
learn that we had started early
until after the race was over. A
few more navigation errors

My Time 3 crew showing some WSA love while crossing the finish. — Photo by Mike Gitchell

Continued on page 7
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WOW/WAH – continued from page 6
(again, my fault) had us bringing up the rear, and the
shifting wind meant we were sailing close-hauled a lot of
the time so we had to tack an extra time or two. One
missing mark tripped up everyone in our class and was
the source of some controversy later on, but we had fun
and that’s really what matters most. Really, everyone had
a good time, learned a lot and enjoyed two beautiful days
on the water doing something we all love.
My most sincere gratitude to all of my crew members
and especially to George for trusting me to take the helm
of his beautiful boat. Next year redemption? We’ll see.

WSA WOW/WAH racers. Left: Christina Tarantola and Sue
Service on All In. Top: Julie Coll, Stine Cacavas and Jana Davis
on Sails Coll. Bottom: Evelyn Crommett at the helm of Twelve
Bar Blues. — Photos by Bill Lasley

SEPTEMBER 23-24
WOW/WAH REGATTA RESULTS
WOW Division:
1. Sandbox - Patricia Lapdula - WSA - 10 pts.
2. Sails Coll - Julie Coll - KHYC - 11 pts.
3. Wombat - Liz Hjorth - CYC - 12 pts.
4. All In - Denise George - CYC - 19 pts.
5. Rascal - Kathy St. Amant - SCCYC - 24 pts.
WAH Division:
1. TBD - Michelle Shanks - Transpacific YC - 9 pts.
2. Twelve Bar Blues - Evelyn Crommett - PSSA - 10 pts.
3. Tiburon - Krista Harris - CYC - 16 pts.
4. Wolfhound - Stacy Sinclair - DRYC - 18 pts.
Cruising Division:
1. Andiamo - Roberta Silverman - SBYRC - 6 pts.
2. Pacific - Whitney Green - CYC - 10 pts.
3 (tied) Ruby d’eau - Michelle Kringen - Shoreline YC - 13 pts.
3 (tied) Crossfire - Michelle Kelly - CYC - 13 pts.
4. My Time 3 - Barbara Morris - WSASMB - 17 pts.
5. Highball - Hillary Hulce - Mission Bay YC - 20 pts.
6. Sweet & Salty - Julie Warnock - SMWYC - 24 pts.

WSA MEMBER
RACERS
Alex Van Name
Barbara Morris (helm)
Carey Meredith
Caroline Anderson
Christina Tarantola
Diane Hubner
Dima Ariss
Evelyn Crommett (helm)
George Maronich
Jana Davis
Jennifer Kitchen
Julie Coll (helm)
Karyn Jones
Kathy St. Amant (helm)
Keila Hine-Moriarty
Krystal Maughan
Lara Jacques
Laura Underhill
Liz Hjorth (helm)
Mary Jo O’Neill
Marylyn Hoenemeyer

Monique Delmar
Patricia Lapadula (helm)
Patricia Rose
Sharlean Perez
Skip Korsgaard
Stine Cacavas
Sue Service
Sunshine Jen
Suzy Curry
Tina Claps
Wendy Northup

WSA RACE
COMMITTEE &
VOLUNTEERS
Bill Lasley
Carolyn Allport
Kathleen Milnes
Kevin Flick
Marsha Vifquain
Mike Gitchell
Nicole Harnett
Rita Kean

Congratulations and thank you
to all the participants!
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SAVE THE DATE
The annual Maria del Rey holiday boat
parade will be on Saturday, December
9. Volunteers are needed to help plan,
decorate and ride on the boat. Watch
your email for information about preevent planning and decorating dates.

Membership has it’s privileges
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Do you have your membership card?
Pick yours up at the next meeting so you
can enjoy all the privileges of membership
at Santa Monica Windjammers and
other area Yacht Clubs!
See a full list of recipricol clubs on our website.
http://wsasmb.org/yacht-club-privileges/
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WSA 2017 Cruise Schedule
Join us for a 2017 WSA Cruise. To reserve a spot email Jeannea at jeannea1042@gmail.com or
cruising@wsasmb.org. If you have questions, feel free to phone Jeannea at (818) 522-6930. This cruise schedule is
subject to change.

DATE

DESTINATION

HIGHLIGHT/ ACTIVITY

Jan 14-16
Sat.-Mon. (holiday weekend)

San Pedro

Newbie New Years Cruise
Explore, shop, dine.

Feb 2-5
Thurs.-Sun.

Newport Beach

Women’s Sailing Convention

Feb 9-14
Thurs.-Tues. (6 days)

Sea of Cortez #1

La Paz and Surrounding Islands
Contact cruise chair for additional info.

Feb 25-26
Sat.-Sun.

Redondo Beach #1

King Harbor Yacht Club
Weekend overnight cruise.

March 16-19
Thurs.-Sun.

LA/Dana Point

St. Patrick’s Day Cruise
Kayak, explore, dine.

April 13-16
Thurs.-Sun.

Isthmus, Catalina Island

Easter Cruise
Hike, kayak, BBQ with Corsair YC.

April 7-15
Fri.-Sat.

Sea of Cortez #2

La Paz and Surrounding Islands
Contact cruise chair for additional info.

April 29-30
Sat.-Sun.

Redondo Beach #2

King Harbor Yacht Club
Weekend overnight cruise.

May 17-21
Wed.-Sun. (5 days)

Avalon, Catalina Island

Avalon Cruise
Miniature golf, kayak, swim, hike, dine.

June 2-4
Fri.-Sun. (tentative)

Newport Beach

Newport Cruise
Explore Newport Harbor.

June 30-July 5
Fri.-Wed. (6 days)

San Diego, Mission Bay, Catalina

Fourth of July Cruise
July 4th festivities in San Diego area.

August 17-20
Thurs.-Sun.

Emerald Bay, Catalina Island

Emerald Bay Cruise
Swim, snorkel, kayak, hike.

September 5-12
Tues.-Tues. (8 days)

Ventura – Channel Islands

Channel Islands Cruise
Explore Santa Cruz Island anchorages

September 30- Oct.1
Sat.-Sun.

Paradise Cove (Malibu)

Paradise Cove Overnight
Anchor overnight

October 26-30
Thurs.-Mon. (5 days)

Isthmus, Catalina Island

Isthmus Cruise
Games, hiking, BBQ.
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2017 Calendar of Upcoming Events
Sun.

Oct. 8

Oktoberfest — SMWYC

Tues.

Oct. 10

WSA General Meeting (RSVP Required)

Sat.-Sun.

Oct. 14-15

Linda Elias Memorial Regatta

Tues.

Oct. 24

WSA Board Meeting

Thurs.-Mon. Oct. 26-30

Isthmus, Catalina Island Cruise

Tues.

Nov. 14

WSA Annual Meeting (RSVP Required)

Tues.

Nov. 28

WSA Board Meeting

Sat.

Dec. 2

Boat Parade Preparation

Sat.

Dec. 9

Marina del Rey Boat Parade

Tues.

Dec. 12

WSA Holiday Party & Installation Dinner (RSVP Required)

Tues.

Jan. 9, 2018

WSA General Meeting (RSVP Required)

Tues.

Jan. 23, 2018

WSA Board Meeting

Sat.

Feb. 3, 2018

Sailing Convention for Women

ATTENTION RACERS
Want to know about ALL the
upcoming local races? Check out
the 2017 ASMBYC calendar at
www.asmbyc.org

WSA DAY SAILS

WOW/WAH member sighting...Alex Van Name on Highball.
— Photo by Bill Lasly

Day sails are usually on the weekends.
Upcoming day sails are announced by
email a few days prior to the sailing
date. Be sure to add
wsadaysails@gmail.com to your
contacts so you don’t miss a sailing
opportunity.
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2017 WSA Board

2017 WSA Committee Chairs

Commodore: Jana Davis

Membership Chair: Monique Delmar

commodore@wsasmb.org

membership@wsasmb.org

Vice Commodore: Mary Jo O’Neill

Race Co-Chairs: Nicole Harnett & Lara Jacques

vicecommodore@wsasmb.org

racing@wsasmb.org

Jr Staff Commodore: Melody Kanschat

Day Sail Co-Chairs: Kathleen Milnes & Wendy Northup

jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org

daysails@wsasmb.org

Secretary: Avghi Constantinides

Cruise Chair: Jeannea Jordan

secretary@wsasmb.org

cruising@wsasmb.org

Treasurer: Karen Sarpolus

Hospitality Chair: Diane Larson

treasurer@wsasmb.org

events@wsasmb.org

Fleet Captain: Wendy Northup

Publicity Chair: Carolyn Allport

fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org

pr@wsasmb.org

Communications Director: Barbara Morris

Newsletter Editor: Barbara Morris

communications@wsasmb.org

newsletter@wsasmb.org

Education Director: Mike McGuire

Webmaster: Barbara Morris

education@wsasmb.org

webmaster@wsasmb.org

Social Director: Monique Delmar

Historian: Mike Gitchell

social@wsasmb.org

P.O. Box 10034, Marina del Rey, CA 90295
WSA – on the water since 1985!
MISSION STATEMENT
To promote and support women’s sailing based on
the following principles:
• To provide educational opportunities
• To provide information on gaining access to races, cruises
and other Santa Monica Bay activities
• To support “Youth in Sailing” community service programs
• To support established sailing programs for women
• To enhance networking opportunities

